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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 


Official Report of the Thirteenth Session. 
Volume LXII — No. 1. 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1935. 


Thk Asskmijly met in the “Assembly House*’, Caleutta, on Monday, 
the Kith February, 1942, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (tlie Ilou'ble Sir Mthammad Aztzul Haque, 

Khan Bahadur) in the (’hair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 208 members. 


Affirmation of Allegiance. 

Mr. Anandilall Poddar made his affinnation of allegiance to the 
Crown. 


Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In accordance with the provisions of Rule C of 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules, I nominate the 
following members of the Legislative Assembly to form a panel of 4 
Chairmen for the ensuing session : — 

(1) Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, k.c.i.e, 

(2) Mr. David Hendry. 

(3) Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy, and 
(4^ Mr. Debi Prosad Ehaitan. 

Unless otherwise arranged the senior member among them present in 
the above order will pre.side over the deliberations of the Assembly in 
my absence and in the absence of the Deputy Speaker to be elected. 

2 



'2 


QUESTIONS. 


[IGxn Eeb., 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 

Failure of crops near Tolly’s Nulla. 

*1. Maharaja SASHI KANTA ACHARYYA CHOUDHURY, Of 

Muktagacha, Mymensingh; (a) I s the Hoa'hle Minister in cliarge of 
the ('(miiniinieutions and Works Department aware of the failure of 
crop in the area hounded on tlie north })y the Toll\ > Xidla, east by the 
Ilidyadhari river, south })y the J^eali river and west bv the Eastern 
Denial liailway, 24-Par^ana8p 

(h) If 80 , will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, he proposes taking for re-ex(‘avation of the said rivers at an 
early date. 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMEMNT (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed); {a) Yes. 

(h) Work for the improvement of the Tolly’s Nulla has l>eeu taken 
in hand, and a scheme for the improvement of the Didyadhari and the 
Peali rivers has been sanctioned. The execution of this scheme W'ill be 
taken in hand as soon as the Corporation cease to discharge their sewage 
into the Ilidyadhari. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon'ble Ministei be ])lea'.ed to state 
when the improvement of tlie Tolly’s Nulla was taken in handy 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: 1 a k for notice 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Dou ble Minister be ]deased to state 
how fur the work of improvement of the TcjHv’s Nulla has been pro- 
ceeded withP 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: AVe expect to finish it 
this year. 


Embankments in Murshidabad. 

*2. Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state how many embankments, other than roads and ijiilwa^', 
are in existence in — 

(D Khargram police-station of Kandi subdivision ; 

Kandi police-station of the said subdivision; 







(tii) Nabagram jx)lice-station of the Lalbagh subdivision; and 

{iv) ’Hijole area of Kandi and Sadar sulnlivisions of the district of 
Murshidabad ? 

{()) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister U'en drawn to the 
fact that the (‘xistencc of thcsf cinbankiuciits prfvt‘nts the passage of 
wa1«‘r at tht* time oi overttow and submerges the padd^ crops 

ic) Have the (tovernnient reviewed the embankment question? 

(d) If so, what steps, it any, the (tovernnient propose to take for 
preventing olistruction of water and submergence oi crops in the afore- 
said areas that happened in and 1941? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: (a) (i) 3. 

(/i) 31. 

(///) Nil. 

Or) 2G. 

(/>) to {<!) Investigation so far iiiadt* reveals that only three 
of the embankments operate as a contributory caiisi* of the drainage 
congestion. As to the rest, the extent of their interference with the 
regime ol tin* rn^us and its t‘ifect on tree spilling or drainage* are under 
investigation. What steps will have to be lak(‘n. if at all, will be 
decided after the coiuidetion ol the investigation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference* to answer {h) to 
(Ji, will the Ilon'ble Minister b<* |)leased to slate since when these 
embankments were under examination and the* matter has lieen under 
investigation and when does he expect a decision in tin* niattei? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I admit that it has 
taken a ver\ long time because the investigation first commencf*d in 
the >ear yf39. I have already sent reminders und I am trying to 
expedite the enquiry. I hojie to be in a position to state the derision 
to the House .soon. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Horrble Minister be 
glea.sed to st*te whether he is aware that during the current year then? 
has been a severe flood in those portions of Kandi subdivision where 
tho.se %mbankments are located leading to serious loss of property and 
certain livestock? 


The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: That is so. 
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QUESTIONS. 


[1^ Ebb., 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: In case these investigations 
come to a .satisfacfory tenninafion, will the Hon’hle Minister be jileased 
to inform us wheiher lie will take up the problems before him during 
tlie pendency of the wari^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: The (juestion does not strictly arise, but I am 
permitting it as a special case. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, in the first place 

the question does not Jiiise — — 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to stale if it is a fact that the removal of the obstruction caused 
by the embankments would not involve any large expenditure.^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The question of 
removal of embankments is under the consideration of (iovernment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I was just wondering. Sir, if the 
Hori’ble Minister had been frightened by Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi’s 
question regarding the adojition of measures during the continuance of 
the war. 1 am putting the (piestion in this form so that the (jovern- 
ment may be in a position to state that the non-maintenance of the 
embankments 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are to juit questions and not to suggest 
answers. 


Peali-Bkiyacihari 8cheme. 

*3. Rai Bahadur J0CE8H CHANDRA SEN: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the (Communications and Works Department aware 
that over Gil sciuare miles of land under Tollygunge, Soiiarpur find Barui- 
pur thanas, district t?4-Parganas, are still under water I' 

(h) If 80 , will the Hon ’ble Minister l)e pleased to state whether any 
provision has been made for the excavation of the Peali-Bidyadhari 
drainage Scheme? ^ 

(c) If so, whether the scheme is likely to be taken up this year? ‘ 

r 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: {a) About 20 sqimre 
miles was waterlogged in the beginning of December last. 

(6) and (c) Yes. 
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Preventing submergence of crops in Kendi and Lalbagh subdivisionSk 

*4. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: {a) Will the Ilon’ble 

Minister in charge of the (’ominunieations ami Works Depnrlmeiit be 
pleased to state — 

(/) whether (loverninent have usc'ertained tlie (lUises of the suIh 
mergenee of crops in the Kandi and Lalbagh subdivisions of 
the district of Murshidabad that occurred after the flood of 
OctolK^r, 1941, and of 19d9; 

(//) whethei' (lo\ eminent have considered the efl’ect of th(‘ existence 
of einbankinents of zeinindars and other proprietors in and 
around tiie affected an*as : and 

(///) whether (Tovernment ha\e consulted the District Oflieei'S, 
District Hoard I'Jigineer, ami Lngineeis ol the Irrigation 
l>(*partnient in the matter? 

(b) If the answer to (a) {in) is in the affirmative, what recommen- 
dations, if any, have bc^en made h\ them? 

(c) Have the (iovernment considered the (piestion of enlarging the 
passage of water of the river Dwarka near the recently (amstructed 

Itang-ram bridge? 

• 

{fl} Will the lion bl<‘ Minister be jileased to stat(‘ what remedies, 
if any, are in the contemplation of (iovernment for preventing sul>- 
mergence of crojis and for ensuring frei* passage of water wlnui th(‘re is 
overflow' ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: (a) Yes. 

(h) and (d) The matter is still under i n vest ig-at ion. 

(c) The waterw’ay provided under the bridge is adecjuate and there- 
fore no question of enlarging it arises. 


Principle of posting Inspectors and 8ub- Inspectors of Police. 

^5. Mr. MIRIA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
^in charge the Home Department be jdeased to state whether there 
is any general principle or rule that Insyiectors or Sub-lnspector.s of 
Polic^ cannot be posted in their home di.stricts? 

• (6) Will the HonTde Minister be pleased to state the statistics of 
the Inspectors and Sub-Insj»ectors of Police serving at present in their 
home districts with their names and length of service there? 
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QtJESTIONS. 


[Iftra F'bb., 


MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) There is an exeeutive instriution, direct- 
inp* that care should 1m* taken to avoid the posting of Inspectors and Sub- 
Inspectors to tlieir home districts, although exception may be made .in 
the case of an officer approaching retirement. There is no bar to an 
officer whih* on probation being jiosted to his home district, 

(h) A statement is laid on the Tiibrary Table. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the policy behind the principle of the rule in 
the case of ]ns])ectf)rs and Sub-Inspectors who are due to retire and in 
the case of officers who are on probation Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: That qm *stion does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Hon ble Minister has 
stated that Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors are posted to home districts 
only prior to retirement 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that it is strictly in order to ask 
the reason behind the j)olicy. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I want to know what are 
the reasons for the relaxation of the rulf prohibiting the posting of 
Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors to home districts? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That you can ask. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The reasons are these. 
In the case of probationers, they are drawing very small pay and it 
would be inconvenient for them if tliey are j)osted far away from tlieir 
homes. So, they are generally posted to places where their guardians 
live. 

As regards Inspector*' and Sub-Inspectors, on humanitariah grounds 
it is not considered (juite jirojier to j)ost them to incovenient places when 
they are on the verge of retirement. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what he means by “humanitarian grounds”? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: Look up the 
dictiouar>\ 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 
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Starred Question No. 6 and the reply. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs The printed reply to tliis 
question was drafted by iny predecessor (cries of “hear, hear*’ from the 
Pro^^ressive Coalition Party Penches) and I do not quite accept it. T 
would, therefore, ask for time to ^ive u reply to this question. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Docs the question then 
stand over, Sir? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. If there is any printed reply with which 
the (jovernment do not a‘»‘ree. then I think it would be well if we are 
informed earl> so tliat the question ma\ be taken out in time. After 
all, it doc'^ not look very ^^ell for (iovernment to say in the open House 
that the re]dy ^nven by an Hon’ble Minister (d the previous (Govern- 
ment ami whicli is now sent to us, after an ()pportunit\ has been ^iven 
to modif\ these replies if necessary, is a^^ain tf) be modified. Any way, 
for tli(* time beinjj I a^;ree to take this question out, but 1 do }io])(* that 
all departments will see tliat in future if there is any (luestion like tliis, 
it is taken out of the list of (luestions. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 r(‘gret ver\ much, Sir, 
it was done through an oversight ami I entirely ajijireciate your 
observations. , 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: At the end of the last session, 
Sir, you ^^ave us to understand that all the outstanding^ {luestions would 
be sent back for revi.-.ion ol the printed nqilies, if necessary. May I 
know whether that was done? 


Mr. 8P*EAKER: You may take it that all that the Speaker then 
saiil has been carried out. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: We must take it for j^ranted 
tkat the Hou’tle Minister is re-spoinsible for the statement that has V>een 
made ij^ the printed reply. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It is not for me to say and I am not responsible 
for it. 



8 QUESTIONS. [i6TH Feb., 

Promotions of Muslims and non-iMuslims to Bengal Junior Civil Service 
from other services. 

*7. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZs Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state for the year 1940 
and 1941 (up to »f0th June, 1941), the number of promotions of — 

(1) Muslims, and 

(2) non-Muslims 

from — 

(n) other services to the Bengal Junior Civil Service; 

(b) Bengal Junior Civil Service to the Bengal Civil Service; and 
(c) In8j)ector8 of Police, to Deputy Superintendents ot Police? 


The Horfhle Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 

(а) 1940— 

Muslim . . . . . . 'j 

>No promotion. 

Non-Mufilim . . . . . . J 

< 

1941 (up to 30th June) — 

Muslim . . . . . . 2 

Non-Muslim . . . . . . 3 

(б) 1940— 

Muslim . , . . . . 2 

Non-Muslim . . . , . . 1 


1941 (up to 30th June) — 
Muslim 

Non -Muslim . . 


^No promotion! 


(c) 1940— 

Muslim . . . . . . 1 

Non-Muslim . . . . . . 4 


1941 (up to 30th June) — 

Muslim . . . . . . Nil. 

Non-Muslim . . . . . . 1 
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Conversic.. M Mualiim Training School Into Guru Training School at 

Feni. 

**8. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: (a) Will 
the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased 
to state whether the Mualliin Traininj^ School of Feni is going to he 
converted to a (tuiu Training School? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be jdeased to state the reason therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION and COMMERCE and 
LABOUR DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul 

Karim): Ifoth (xuni and Mualiim Training Schools are now called 
(ioverninent Primar\ Training SchooU. With the introiluction of the 
revised cnrriculiini tlie distimtion h(*tween the two clasw's of schools has 
practi(‘ally disajiiieared. 'Phe unification of the curricula of the (luru 
Training and Mualiim Training Schools was a necessary conse(|Uem*e of 
the unificaton of the Primary School and Muktah curri(‘ulu. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Will the lion ble Minister be 
pleased to tell the House what distinction he makes between a (luru 
and a Mualiim?* 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: One is attended 
entirely by Hindu pupils and the other entirely by Muslim ])Upils. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Does the Hon ble MiniHier 
realise that there would be two different standards of teaching by these 
two classes of teachers? Therefore, I should like to know whether 
their work is different. 

The {fon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: P'ormerly there 
was a class of institutions called Maktabs entirely attended by Muslim 
students and a corresponding clas.s of schools called the Hurii Training 
Schools attended b> Hindus. Now, these two have been amalgamated. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any Muslim teacher is trained in a (iuru Training 
Schofil? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: If they want, 
they may. 
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QUESTIONS. 


[l^TH FiB., 


Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
■state whether Muslim teachers in primary schools are called^ Gurus. ^ 
Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to g'ive us more accurate 
infonnatK)!! ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a substantial question, not a supplementary 
one. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: AVill the Hon’ble Minister he 
plea-sed to state if it is a fact tliat all the teachers to be appointe.l under 
the Jhimary Education Scheme Imve to pass their Guru Training 
examinations y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M, ABDUL KARIM: The Muham- 
madans receivin^r trainin^^ are called Muallims and tlie Hindus Gurus. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I am afraid 1 will liave to disallow any further 
supplementary (jii(‘stion on this point on the f’Toiind that ihis sort of 
information is sufticientl\ available to the mem])ers on m\ left. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: You yourself had said Sir, that the 
Hon’ble Ministers should come prepared to answer tlie old ([uestions, 
but the lioirble Minister seems to know nothin^^ about tlie jueseni 
question. 

Shia members on the Wakf Board. 

*9. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minis ter in charge of the Education Dejiartment be ])leased to state — 

(/) the ])resent number of Shia members on the Wakf Board; and 

(//) whtdher the number is in accordance with the ratio prescribed 
by the .Act ? 

{h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
majority of the members of the Board have been taken from the resi- 
dents of Ealciittuy * 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) (i) 5. 

{ii) Yes. 

(b) No. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon ble M^ister 
be pleased to state what is the proportion between the Shia and Sunni 
members on the Wakf Board? 


The Hoti’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I ask for notice. 



1942 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


11 


Sale of property of Cholam Sharf Wakf Estate at Dinajpur. 

*10. Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: {n) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in (Tiar<:e of the Education Department he pleased to state whether the 
late Maiilvi (Tholam Sharf Wakf Estate E. C. No. 95G/39 has been 
enrolled under the Wakf Act? 

(h) If the answer to (r/) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’hle 
Minister he ])leased to state wliether any part of th(‘ said estate has 
been s(dd before or after the enrolment? 

(r) It so, for what ]>urpose? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (n) Yes. 

(If) I have now no (h‘finite intormation in the matter, but I under- 
stand that eiHiuiries are iiein^ made by the Commissioner of Wukfs. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Activities of District Inspector of Schools, Khulna. 

•11. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: {a) Will the Hon’bie 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
W'hethei he has r<‘(eived any representation a^^ainst th<‘ District InH]>ec- 
toi (d SclnK)ls, Khulna, alleging’ — 

(i) that he has recently refused recognition of the Shirashuni 
Junior Madrussa and the (lumantali Madrassa, the only 
niadrassas in Tala j>olii e-stution and Shyamnagar police- 
station re.spci tive]\ in Khulna district without any cause 
whatsoever ; 

(//> that he has withheld the lumjj sum grant of Ks.d(K) sanctioned 
hy the Kegi''trar. Co-operative Societies, to the lianka 
Mus^almanpara liower Primary School in Paikgac.hha imlice- 
•^tation (Khulna); and 

( 111 ) that he has witlolrawn the (lovernment share of num^y towards 
the Tala V. If, Piss .Sehemo Primary School? 

(h) If the, answer to i/i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bie 
Minister be plea>ed to state whether any enquiry has been made into 
the master? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Yes. 

(b) The Divisional Inspector of Schools has been asked for a report. 



12 QUESTIONS. [16™ Ito., 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pkaned to state when the report wa.s called for and whether tjie report 
has been received by this time? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: It is not yet 

before me, and I cannot say if it has been received. 

DTi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will tlie Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wdien the report was called for? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: It was called 
for jirobably in the month of N(»vember, if my recollection serves me 
ari^^ht. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state why the Divisional Inspector is delaying the report for 
such a long time? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I uill look in:o 
it. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the taible) 

Enhancement of Land Revenue of 8undarbans Estates. 

1. BalMI NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: {a) Is the Hon'ble Minister 
in (diarge of the Keveune Department aware that the land revenue of 
the Sundarbans Estates of the district of i?4-Parganas has been increased 
more than 500 per cent.? 

(5) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’bie Minister 
considering the desirability of suspending the enforcement of such 
increment for a period of ten years or affording any other relief to the 
lot holders? 

MINI 8 TER in charge of the REVENUE, JUDICIAL and LECI8- 
LATIVE DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): 

{(i) Yes, in some cases. 

(5) The question of giving relief to the proprietors of such estates 
is now under consideration of Government. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to state for how long this matter has been under the consider- 
ation of Government? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Th« matter 
lias been* under the consideration of tliis Government for a short time. 
In fact, we have had a conference and we are askinjf to meet a deputa- 
tion* of the proprietors of such estates. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Is it not a fact that this question 
was put in for answer in the November-Decemher Session of the 
Assembly ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Very likely 
ao, ])ut the present (lovernment was not responsible in November. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: On a point of order, Sir. In 
the interest of constitutionalism is it not rij?ht for a Minister to main- 
tain a continuity of Government because His Majesty’s Government 
continues while Cabinet may clian^'-e*^ Is it ri^ht in your wisdom from 
the Chair to answer (juestions in this mannerh' 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is perfectly le^^itimate for a member to 
say that this Government is functioning for a short time and that he 
cannot sa\ anything for un> (tther Government. The new' Government 
might accept the responsibility, but if they do not I cannot help. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Cnder your directions, Sir, 
w'e are told, the questions were resubmitted 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is it a point of order. Sir? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: No, it is an explanation 
demanded from the Chair. 

Mr. SPEAKER: How can an explanation be demanded from the 
(’hair? , 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: It is our very humble sub- 
mission to you to protect our rights, because the Ministers come and 
tell us that they do not know’ this or that, even though you had said 
that these questions would be resubmitted before them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid you are mistaken. I think my ruling 
stands and has been carried out by them, namely, the answers which 
might have been prepared by the last or previous Government whatever 
they may be are there and the present Government has accepted them. 
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y6TH Feb., 


Now when a further .supplementary question has been asked as regards 
details as to what steps have been taken it is open to one Government 
to take responsibility or not. 


Mfi ATUL KRI8HKA CHOSE S Gn a ])oint of order, Sir. On the 
point of order raised by Mr. Siddiqi I wtjuld like to have your ruling 
in tlie matter whether a new Gf)veninw*n1 is entitled to say that in view 
of the ])revious })oliey of the i)revious Government and in view of the 
])resent policy of the present Government the ])resent Government is 
entitled to sa\ that because of the change of })olic\ they could not give 
such and such reply. 

Mr, SPEAKER: i*erfectly so. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Mini>tei he 
j)leased to state in how many (ases the revenue has been increased to 
more than oOO per c^nt.?* , 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The informa- 
tion IS not available before me. 


Relief measures in Barisai, Noakhali and Tippera. 

2. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: Will the Hou ide 

Minister in charge of the Iteveinn* Dejiartment ho pleased to stale 
wliether the (lovernment ha\e recei\ed an\ com]>luints trom the people 
and non-otticial Jteliid' Gommittei's alxnit the inadecpiacy of relict 
measures in cyidoiK'-atleeti'd and llood-stricken areas of llarisal, XoakhaK 
and Ti])])era? 

{h) li HO, will the Hon hie Minister he })least‘d to state what ste}).s, 
if any, have been taken to give adeciuate relief to the peopled 

(c) Do the Government contemplate making any grant to the peojile 
for the reconstruction of the ilismantled huts of the said districts 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: {<n Petitions 
have been received from time to time trom the people and non-official 
Relief Committees of Bakarganj, Noakhali and Tippera, praying for 
furtlier relief. 

{h) The following measures have been taken by Government in the 
districts concerned : — 

Baharfjanj . — A sum of Rs.26,7(V,000 has been sanctioned for distri- 
bution as agricultural loans, Rs. 7,25.000 for test works and R8.4,l.‘l,300 
for gratuitous relief. A sum of Rs. 5,000 has been sanctioned out of 
the grant from the Indian People's Famine Trust for distribution as 
gratuitous relief among those people of the middle class who are not 
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entitled to gratuitous relief under the Famine Code. A special scheme 
has also^ been sanctioned for giving loans to middle c lass non-agri- 
culturists for rebuilding their houses and u sum of Ks.l,5()»(K)0 has- 
been sanctioned for the purj)ose. 

Noakluih. — A sum of Its. ld,40dM)0 has been sanctioned for distribu- 
tion as agricultural loans aiul Its. (>(), 0(H) for test works. A sum of 
Rs. 1 ,(H),tH)0 lias been samtioned for distribution as gratuitous relief^ 
and Ks.l,2r),(KH) tor working tlie paddy-hu-^king scheme introduced 
in the district. A sum of Rs.o.OOO has been sanctioned out of the 
grant from the Indian People’s Famine Trust for distribution as. 
gratuitous relict among those people of the middle class who are not 
entitled to gratuitous relief un(b*r the Famine Code. A special 
scheme has been sanctioned for giving loans to middle (dass non-agri- 
culturists for ndmilding their houses and a sum of Rs.bOdHH) has been 
sanctioned for the puifiose. Another special scheme has also been 
sanctioned for giving loans to wcsivors and artisans and a sum of 
Rs.2o,()0() has been sanctioned for the i>urpose A sum of Rs.fidHH) 
has been sanctioned for issuing free railway passes to landless labourers 
of the distressed ar(*as to enable them to migrate to oth(*r ])laccN in 
search of work. 

Tippcra. — A sum of Rs. 8 , 02, 000 has lieen sanctionc'd for distribu- 
tion as agricultural loans and Rs. '>0,000 as test works. A sum of 
Rs. 1 , 10.800 has bcMui sanctioned l(»r distribution as gratuifons relief and 
Rs, 1,4-1,200 for working the paddy-busking .scheme* introduced in the 
district, 

(r) Agricultural loans and loans from the* sp(*cia? schemes refer- 
red to above, have been utilised partly for rebuilding of huts. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Is the Hon’lile ]Mini.st(‘r aware 
that tlie amount sanctioned for the district of Tipp(*rn as agricultural 
loan is ver> ii.adccjuate and a }>ctition has Iwen made* to this effect by 
many jicrsoiis including myself ^ 

The Hon»ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The cpiestion 
of ad(‘(iua^‘ i> a <)ucslif»n of ojiinioii. Tlie lionourable member will find 
the amount sanctioned in the answer above, but I will look info the* 
mutter. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs A\ ill (lie ITonTile Mini.ster 
5 lea.se make* an immediate enquiry into the matter that unless an 
agricultural loan is sanctioned in many places cultivators will not be* 
able tefsow seeds? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA HATH BANERJEE: I will look 
into the matter. 
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Sadar Hospitals equipped with X’ray. 

3. Khan Bahadur Dr. 8YED MD. 8IDDIQUE: (a) the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Ooverninent (Medical) Department be pleased to state — 

(?■) the names of the Sadar Hospitals in Bengal that are equipped 
with X’ray installation; and 

(//) llie number of them that are provided with X’ray trained 
doctors ? 

(/)) Will the ITon’ble Minister be jdeased to state whether the 
(jovernment contemplate the appointment of X’ray trained doctors in 
h(is|)iials referred to in clause (n) (?)? 

(r) If so, when? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar 
Basu) : ( a) (/) A list of 21 Sadar Hosi^itals wliich are t‘([ui])])ed with 

X’ray installation is laid on the Table. 

(/;) Seventeen of these hospitals are provided with X’ray trained 
iloctors. 

(ff) and (r) An X’ray trained doctor will soon be appointed in 
(h)milla Sadar lIos])ital. As regards the other three hosj)itals, viz., 
Bajshahi, Berhampore (Murshidabad), Imambara (ITooghly), an 
emiuiry is being made if local trained men have already been a])pointed 
in them. If the local bodies concerned are unable to ])rocure the 
eervices of local trained men, X’ray trained doctors will be supplied 
by (Government to those hospitals as soon as they are available. 


L/sf of Sadar Hospitals in llengal equipped with XWay. 

(1) Fraser Hospital, Burdwan. 

(2) Suri Sadar Hospital, Birbhum. 

(d) Sadar Hospital, Midnapore. 

(4) Imambara Hospital, Hooghly. 

<5) General Hospital, HowTah. 

(G) Sambhunath Pandit Hospital, 24-Pargana8. 

(7) Sadar Hospital, Krishnagar, Nadia. 

(8) Berhampore Sadar Hospital, Murshidabad. 

(9) Woodburn Hospital, Khulna. 
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(10) Mitford Hospital, Dacca. 

(11) S. K. Hospital, Mymensingli. 

(12) Sadar Hospital, Faridpur. 

# 

(13) Sadar Hospital, Barisal. 

(14) General Hospital, Chittagong. 

(15) Comilla Sadar Hospital, Tippera. 

(IG) Sadar Hospital, llajshahi. 

(17) General Hospital, Jalpaiguri. 

(18) Sadar Hospital, Kangpur. 

(19) Sadar Hospital, Halma. 

(20) Sadar Hospital, Malda. 

(21) Victoria llosjiital, Darjeeling. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
plea.sed to state when this enquiry regarding the availability of local 
trained exjierts will he conijilete!^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Answers are to 
come from tlie loeal bodies themstdves. If they have not come yet, an 
enquiry will be made again. 

MV. FAZLUR RAHMAN: How long wdll that enquiry take? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So long us the local 
bodies take time to answer questions sent out from the Writers’ 
Buildings. 

Appointments of literate constables in Calcutta Police from 1836 to 

March, 1939. 

4. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of — 

^i) Hindus, and 
(ti) Muslims 

appointed as literate constables since Jaauary, 1936, up to 
31sl March, 1939; 


3 
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(h) the number of — 

(i) Hindu, and 

(ii) Muslim 

constables that have been promoted as literate constables 
within the said period? 

The Hen’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is no rank of literate 
constable in the Bengal Police. The figures for the Calcutta Police 
are shown below — 

(a) (i) 70 and (n) 16. 

(b) (i) 6 and (ii) 1. 

Parking of motor cars near cinema house. 

5. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
any complaint has been received by the Commissioner of Police, 
Calcutta, regarding a mutter of racial discrimination in allowing 
motorists to park near a cinema house? 

(b) If so, will the Ilon’ble Minister be jdeased to state what steps 
did the Commissioner of Police take to inquire into the allegation? 

{(') Js the Hon ’hie Minister aware of the fact — 

(?) that there exists a feeling in the minds of Indian motorists on 
this point; and 

(ii) that occurrences of like nature, viz., giving preference to 
European UKrtorists, are increasing in the city of Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) One complaint was 
rei'eived on the 10th September, 1040. 

(b) A prompt enquiry was made. 

(c) No. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state how was the enquiry conducted — in what manner? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not ip a position to 

eay. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : The Hon’ble Minister has made 
a statement that a prompt enquiry was made. I would like to know 
in this connection in what manner the enquiry was conducted. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: He has said that he is not in a position to say. 


Khali Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No enquiry was made. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: An enquiry was made. 
An officer was sent. He must have enquired into the matter, taken 
down statements, come to some conclusion and submitted a report. All 
these things were done. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased to state the result of the enquiry and the action taken thereon P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; 1 ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Oovernment have issued or propose to issue 
any instructions to tlie .sergeants and j)olice not to make such racial 
discrimination P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not know of any such 
discrimination, but 1 will enquire and if necessary shall issue adequate 
instructions. 


Renewal of gun licence and contributions towards war fund. 

6. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: {<!\ Will the llon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing with respect to the Dinajpur district — 

(/) the number of the present gun licence holders who made con- 
tril)uti(»ns towards war fund; 

{ii) the date^ on which the contributions were made; 

(ill) the amount of the contribution made by each of thein ; 

(ir) the*dates on which the renewal of the licence w'as made in each 
case ; and 

(r) the number of persons who have been issued new licences for 
gun thi.s year with dates on which the orders were passed? 

• 

• (h) Will the Hun’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact 
that befcre renewal of gun licence was ordered the licence holders in 
the district of Dinajpur had to contribute towards war funds either to 
the Siihdivisional Officers of the respective subdivisions or to the clerks 
in charge of the licences? 



QUESTIONS. 


[ 16 th P'eb., 


(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of new gun licences issued last year; 

(w) the number of such licensees that made contributions towards 
the war funds; and 

(m) the amount of contributions made by each? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the total amount 
of war contributions realised from the district of Dinajpur? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) ({) to (ir) There are 
1,807 licence holders in the Dinajpur district of whom 917 paid on differ- 
ent dates, to the war fund, contributions varying from eight annas to 
three hundred and seventy-five rupees. A statement furnishing the 
information reciuired is laid on the Library Table. 

(v) New licepces were granted to 21 persons. A statement showing 
the dates on which orders were passed is laid on the Library Table. 

{!)) No, though the oi)portunity afforded by the gatherings for the 
renewals of licences was taken to appeal for subscriptions from licence 
holders. 

(c) (i) 89. 

(u) 13. 

(///’) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

(d) Its. 82, 847 -1-3 (up to the 2(>th August, 1941). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answ'er (o)(/) 
to (iv) will th<^ Hon’ble Minister be jdeased to state the significance of 
tlie dates of contribution and the dates of issuing of the licenses being 
nearabou^? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 cannot say. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the question relates to the 
ctercive methods adopted by tlie executive officers of Dinajj'ur for rais- 
ing war funds particularly 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hon'ble Minister has said he cannot say. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has the Hon’ble Minister noticed 
that the dates when the contributions were made on varying dates were 
the dates when the licenses w^ere issued ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. It is not possible for me 

to say offhand* 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: The statemeut is laid on the 
library -table and it is in the files of the Hon’hle Minister. 

^r. SPEAKER: The statement is there and you can draw your 
own inference. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the question put by 
my friend Dr. Saiiyal, doe.s the HoiiTde Minister contemplate makinff 
an enquiry into the mat ter in view of the fact that in 917 cases almost 
90 per cent, of realisation was made on the same dates as the licenses 
were issued and ahso in view of the fa(‘t that Its. 875 was the maximum 
amount that was realised as war contributions durinj^ the issue of 
licenses y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; These are comments on 
figures; it is not a (juestion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Does the HonTde Minister contem- 
plate making an eiKjuiryy 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the HonTde Minister be 
jileased to stale if, in view of the statement laid on the library table, 
(ioveniiiHTit proiiose to issue insi ructions* to the district officers not to 
use such methods for raising war funds? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: I tliink, Sir, instructions 
were issued as soon as thi-se facts were brought to tire notice of 
Government . 


Issuing of passes for grazing of cattle. 

7. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN I8LAMABADI: (a) Will the 
HonTde Minister in charge of the Forest and Exci.se Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the j^resent rate of annual combined passes for grazing cattle, 
collection of fuel and cutting sun-grass together from the 
^ Reserved forest, Chittagong; and 

(it) the rate of the said pass l)efore the year 1916? 

(h) Is it a fact that the system of issuing separate passes has been 
introduced in place of combined passes? 



QUESTIONS. 


[ 16 th FIeb, 


(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the rate of such passes has been increased; and 

(ii) whether their period has also been shortened? 


MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Upendra Nath Burman): (a) (i) The issue of such 
passes has been discontinued. 

(ii) Annas 12 only. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) A statement showing* the lates of royalty on different forest pro- 
duce in Chittagong is placed on the Table. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (c) of unstarred question No. 7, 


Produce. 

Grazing — 

(а) Cows 

(б) Buffaloes 

Bamboos 

Poles for house posts 


Dry fii-ewooil 


Thatch grass 


Knees and crooks 


Rate of royalty. 


Annas 2 pf3r head per annum. 

Re.l per head per annum except in 
Chakaria-Sundarbans where the 
rate is Re. 1*8. 

Rs.S per 1 000 for Muli bamboos, 
annas 8 for a fortnight for 1 load 
a day. 

Annas 3 upwards according to size 
and species. Very few posts are 
available except in reserves, where 
D class posts at annas 3 and annas 
4 can be had. 

Firewood passes are now no longer 
required to be taken out by 
persons who have taken out 
permits for grazing in the R(*serve 
and Prok'Ctetl fore.sts. 

Indigent persons are now allowed 
free thatching materials other 
than San grass and Satam'uli and 
persons not paying Union Board 
taxes can now obtain free passes 
for such materials. 

Anna 1 each. 
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Average death-rate from malaria^ 

& Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and I^cal Self-Government 
Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the average death-rate per thousand of papulation from malaria 

in the different districts of the Province during the year, 

1940; and 

(ii) the districts where the death-rate from malaria is on the 

increase ? 

(h) Will the Hon’lde Minister be pleased to state what 6i)ecial steps, 
if any, have been taken or proposed to be taken to check the increase in 
those districts? 


The Hofi’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (a) A statement 
showing the death-rates per thousand of population from malaria in the 
districts of Bengal during the years 1931-1940 is placed on the Library 
Table. It will l)e seen that the death-rate from malaria has been on the 
increase during the last decade in the districts of Burdwan, llangpur, 
Bogra, Mymensingh, Bakarganj and Chittagong; in Noakhali and 
Tippera the rates are almost steady, while in other districts a downward 
tendency is indicated. 

(b) A statement showing the special steps which have l)een taken 
and are proposed to l)e taken to check the increa.se of malaria in the 
districts mentioned alK)ve is also placed on the library Table. 


Registration of persons under the Criminal Tribes Act in Noakhali and 

Tippera. 

9. Mr. SYED AHMED KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be plea.sed to state how many persons 
have been registered under the Criminal Tribes Act, 1924 (Act VI of 
1924) in the districts of Noakhali and Tippera? 

(h) Is it a fact that the majority of them were so registered about 
four years back? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (b) A statement is 
laid on the Table. *' 
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Statement referred to in reply to clauses (a) and (b) of unstarred questim No. 9. 


Total number of persons 
registered under Criminal 
Tribes Act, 1924. 


Number of persons 
registered before ^ 


1938. 


Noakhali . . 88 56 

Tippera . . 405 313 


Introduction of ‘^Hefzul Quran” in Calcutta Madrassa. 

10. Khan Bahackir Maulana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI: (a) 

Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department aware 
that there is no arrangement for Hefzul Quran or the teaching of 
the Holy Quran by heart in the Calcutta Madrassa? 

(b) If so, what steps do the Government contemi)late taking in 
the matter? 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Yes. 

(h) A scheme is under my consideration. 


Collection of ”Poor Box” fund by Calcutta Police. 

11. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (^ 7 ) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department aware that the Deputy Commis- 
sioners of the Calcutta Police collect money for fund known as “Poor 
Pox'’ from motorists for alleged petty infringements of the Motor 
Vehicles Rules? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what was the annual receipt for the years 1939, 1938 and 1937; 

and 

(n) whether the fund is subject to Government audit? 

( 7 ’) AVill the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a 
statement showing the ex|»enditure from the said fund for the year 
1939? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Money is collected 
inter alia for infringements of Motor Vehicles Rules 

(b) (i) 1937— Rs.37, 139. 

1938— R8.39, 750. 

1939- R8.31,600. 

(ii) Yes. 
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(c) The amounts were disbursed in small sums and to supply 
, information would involve an expenditure of time, labour and money 
which I am not prepared to undertake. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to answer 
(6)(//) will ilie Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state which department 
of Government conducts audit? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Audit Department of 
Government conducts audit (laughter). 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is there any Audit Department 
of Governmeul ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Finance Department 
of Government controls audit. 

Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. 1 think the 
House should receiv(‘ respectful consideration at the Ijands of Ministers, 
llierelore when the Chief Minister sa>H oflhand that it is the Audit 
Department, he should have thoujrht that there is no such department 
and therefore 

• 

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order. You might have raised the point 
after tlie question was over. You should not have inferrupted in this 
manner. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the ITon’hle Minister Im 
pleased to state if it is a fact that opinion was taken by Government 
regarding the legality of maintaining this “Poor Hox” Fund by the 
Calcutta Police and the oj)inion was that it was illegal? 

The Hpn’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of it. 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: 1 think it is tlie court^>sy of the 
House that tin* Hon 'hie (^hief Minister should stand up and reply. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be 
please^ to state if it is a fact that grants from tiiis fund are made 
exclusively to Anglo-Indian charities and mostly to the relations of 
police officers ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. » 



26 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


[16th Eeb., 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALr Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what control do Oovernment exercise oTer the disburse- 
ment of the proceeds of this fund or the method by which this fund is 
raised ? ' 

Mr. SPEAKER; 1 am sorry the whole question is about collection 
and not disbiirseinenl. There is nothing in this question about dis- 
bursement. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if his attention was drawn in connection with this 
question to previous questions in this Assembly on this particular 
matter of “Poor Fund’’ in the years 1937, 1938 and 1939? 

The Hofi’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not remember 
exactly. It may have been, but I do not recollect. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who is the controlling authority of this fund and who 
makes the disbursement? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. PAZLUL HUQ: The controlling authority 
is the Commissioner of Police. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Does he sanction expenditure 
from the fund and is he the only authority who sanctions expenditure 
out of this fund ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: He is the only controlling 
authority; tliere cannot he more than one authority. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
]»leased to state if he is aware tliat motorists were unduly and unneces- 
sarily harassed to augment the income to this fund? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Adjournment Motion, 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May 1 enquire what Fas happened 
to my adjournnient motion regarding the arrest and detention of 
Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee? * 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact j'ou are raising an issue which 
I am personally looking into. For the present I cannot say anything 
more. 
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Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In that case the question of 
urgency may be waived. 

Mfi 8PEAKER: Whatever is within my power I shall do. 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH; I have got an adjoumroent 
motion for which I have got your consent. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I want to be satisfied as to whether this motion 
is in order. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The ])oint is this that the 
Defence of India Rules are being misused and abused by Government. 
Thei'efore I think it is the business of tlie House to consider the 
consternation that is going on in the province on account of the misuse 
of the rules. The students are being repressed and exjudled from 
colleges. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 would h ave straight-off withheld ray consent, 
but I could not do that on the ground that this is the first time that 
this section of the House is in the Opposition and we must discuss this 
matter and try to understand the Opposition view-point. Under the 
rules under which an adjournment motion of this character can be 
admitted you mu^ raise only one definite matter and it has be<‘n the 
definite convention all over India and even abroad that you should raise 
only a specific individual issue. What I feel is that this motion is so 
wide and in such general terms as repressive measures taken by 
Government against sucli and such persons and in such and such phices 
that I do not yet know as to how 1 can take it as one individual ques- 
tion. If there is anything on this point I shall be glad to hear it. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The only issue raised in this 
motion i.s misuse of the Defence of India Rules which have been 
wrongly applied by the Government of Rengal. Thefu* Defence of 
India Rulers liave been promulgated in order to check the subversive 
inovciiiCnts and to protect India from sucb activitif's, but, tbe Govern- 
ment of Bengal are misusing the })owers that have been v(‘sted in tlnun. 
That is the point. 

Mr. Khwala 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, before >011 give your ruling 
may I submit one jioint? Under rule 96 n! the Assembly Procedure 
Rules ai] adjournment motion can be moved for the purpose of discus- 
sing a definite matter of urgent public importance. Here the motion 
makes out a definite case, namely abuse of the Defence of India Rules 
in irersecuting members of the Muslim League. This is a definite and 
exclusive matter. Over a’ld above that for tbe purpose of conforming 
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to tlie rules you will see that the motion wants to raise the question 
of persecution of Muslim students. I submit, Sir, that the motion 
covers the point mentioned by you that it should refer to a definite 
and specific matter. ^ 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs May I add, Sir, that the motion 
covers repression? Repression is a specific matter. Suppose there is 
a repression. It cannot be arpiied that if the repression is limited only 
to one person it can be admitted and if it applies to hundred persons 
it cannot be admitted, because it is not a specific matter. The specific 
matter is repression and the repression has become almost provincewide. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have very carefully considered this matter. 
First of all 1 might say that there is nothing mentioned about the 
Muslim League in the adjournment motion itself or in the statement. 
Tlie point that has been raised is the question of repressive measures 
taken against the student community in arresting a few student 
leaders. I am afraid the language is such that while you are si)eaking 
about the repressive measures taken against tlie whole student com- 
munity, you say that a few student leaders have been arrested. It is 
very difficult for me to reconcile one with the other. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: Before you give your ruling, 
Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I h ave very carefully considered 
this niatter and I am satisfied tliai the motion raises such wide and 
general issues that it cannot properly come within the purview of an 
adjournment motion. 1 declare that this motion is out of order. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: May I have your permission 
to amend it and submit it to-morrow? 

Mr. SPEAKER : You can do so if you like. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: Y ou will waive the question 
of urgency ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ido not say one way or the other just now. 

Bucket Estimates for 1S42-43. 

The Hon’ble Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Mr. llpeaker, 

Sir, I rise to present the Budget for the year 1942-43. 

The situation which confronts us today is without parallel in the 
history of our country. The war is now at our door. So long as 
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hostilities were confined to Europe and Africa, the war seemed a long 
way from Bengal. But now with a new and powerful enemy so 
close to* her borders, this Province finds itself all but in the front 
line. Constitutionally situated as we are, we can neither organise 
nor direct the military defence of Bengal. Our budget therefore 
has nothing to do with active military defence. But I believe 
I shall voice the feelings of all sections of the people of Bengal when 
I say that it is only by a proper co-ordination of a nation’s fullest 
efforts both in respect of Military Defence and Civil Defence that it 
may successfully face a modern war with confidence, courage and 
determination. Our budgetary plans have to be so modified as to 
reflect a proper appreciation of current events beyond our borders. In 
a limited sense therefore my budget is in the nature of a War Budget, 
dealing as it does with schemes of (’ivil Defence of considerable 
magnitude. In the estimates that 1 shall place before the House this 
afternoon, “Nation-saving” takes the place of “Nation-building”. 

It can be argue<l that expenditure on Defence is not a proper charge 
on provincial revenues and that under the Government of India Act 
the whole responsibility for Defence falls on the Centre. I shall have 
more to say on this question later but, whatever the correct 
constitutional position may be, it must be appreciated that the days 
when a non-combatant population went about its normal work free 
from molestation and slept peacefully o’ nights behind the shelter of 
well-held frontiers arc gone and now even though the enemy is held 
by land and on the sea there is no .saying when air-borne raiders may 
not rain down death and destruction from the sky. The possibility 
of attack from the air, from wdiich no city however strongly fortified 
is nowadays completely immune, gives rise to problems intimately 
connected with the day-to-day administration of the province. A huge 
army of civil defence workers has to be organised and trained in A.U.P. 
duties. Fire-fighting organisations have to be exj)anded and multiplied. 
There must be squads of trained rescue workers to extricate persons 
trapped in bombed buildings. Additional hospital accommodation has 
to be provided for the treatment of casualties. Suitable arrangements 
have to b^ made for the supply of food and shelter to those who may be 
rendered homeless by air raids. Alternative sources of drinking-water 
have to be provided. Special provisions have to be made for the 
maintenance of internal order and security and for prevention of panic 
and alarm. These are some of the elementary precautions against the 
effects of air raids and there can be no question that they constitute 
primary obligations that no Government can neglect today without 
exposing itself to charges of blindness and incompetence. I shall 
revert to this subject later but let me emphasise that while elaborate 
schemes have been worked out on the basis of expert advice and 
experience gained elsewhere, the successful execution of them will 
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depend on the fulfilment of two essential conditions. In the first place, 
there must be fully co-ordinated efforts on the part of Government, 
speedy decisions and actions, unhampered by the traditional red-tape. 
In the second place, there must be sincere and whole-hearted 
co-operation on the part of all sections of the people who in spile of 
local differences must stand solidly united and face the common danger 
in a spirit of calmness and courage. The expenditure involved in 
emergency measures of Civil Defence is so far beyond the resources of 
the Province that we have no alternative but to rely on the Centre to 
supplement our inadequate resources and to enable us to discharge our 
obligations. All parties in the House will agree that so long as the 
present emergency continues, theire can be no diversion of the resources 
of the Province to purposes that can wait. This must be the guiding 
principle of our budgetary plans for the coming year. We must bid 
adieu for a time — short or long as Providence may ordain — to the 
normal standards of peace-time budgeting. 

Let me now address myself to a very brief exposition of the financial 
results of the year 1940-41. In our Revised Estimates for that year w'e 
had expected to end with a revenue deficit of a crore and 3 lakhs. 
The actual deficit turned out to be 91 lakhs. This improvement of 
12 lakhs was brought about by a decrease of 40 lakhs in expenditure 
set oft’ by a decrease of 28 lakhs in revenue receipts. Outside the 
Revenue Account, the surplus of 79 lakhs forecast in the Revised 
lurned out in the end to be a deficit of IG lakhs — a won^eiiing of 95 lakhs. 
The combined effect of the improvement of 12 lakhs in the Revenue 
Section and the deterioration of 95 lakhs outside it w’as to reduce the 
closing balance by 83 lakhs. According to the Revised our closing 
balance was to have been a crore and 93 lakhs. The actual closing 
balance stood at a crore and 10 lakhs only. 

Within the Revenue Account the deviations of the actuals from our 
Revised Estimates, viz., 28 lakhs on the Receipt side and 40 lakhs on 
the Expenditure side, represent only 2 per cent, and 3 i>er cent, 
respectively of the totals and I do not think I need trouble the Hou.se 
with the reasons for the variations under the several heads that account 
for these small deviations. The deterioration of 95 lakhs in the Debt 
Deposit Section of the budget, however, calls for a word of explanation. 
The Revised was framed on the assumption that Treasury Bills worth 
76 lakhs would have to be issued in March, 1941, in order to maintain 
our minimum balance in the Reserve Bank during the first week of the 
month when central receipts would be cleared. An arrangement with 
the Central Government whereby the provincial share of the Income-tax 
receipts was paid at the l)eginning of March instead of on the list day 
as had previously been the practice, obviated the necessity for the issue 
of Treasury Bills, The absence of 75 lakhs of borrowed money accounts 
for the bulk of the worsening under Debt heads. The balance of the 
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deterioration ia attributable to the fact that the recovery of agricultural 
loans and the realisation of education cess both fell somewhat below 
expectation on account of the unfavourable economic situation. 

The year 1940-41, ended, as I have already observed, with a balance 
of a crore and 10 lakhs instead of a crore and 93 lakhs as estimated 
in the Revised. But whereas the balance according to the Revised 
Estimates was to have included 75 lakhs of borrowed money, the actual 
balance was entirely our own. 

According to the Budget Estimate the current year was to start with 
an opening balance of a crore and 93 lakhs and to end with a closing 
balance of 33 lakhs. The Revised listimate places the opening balance 
at a crore and 10 lakhs and the closing balance at a crore and 16 lakhs. 
Revenue receipts are ex|)ected to be a crore and 25 lakhs higher than 
the original estimate and expenditure on Revenue Account is likely to 
exceed the budget figure by 94 lakhs. Outside the Revenue Account, 
the budget provided for a deficit of 25 lakhs; but according to the 
Revised there w'ill be a surplus of a crore and 9 lakhs, an improvement 
of 1 crore and 34 lakhs. 

The increase of 82 lakhs in the closing balance is thus the net result 
of the following variations: — 

a decrease of 83 lakhs in the opening balance; 

an increase of I crore and 25 lakhs in our Revenue receipts set off 
by an increase of 94 lakhs in our expenditure on Revenue 
Account; and 

finally, an improvement of a crore and 34 lakhs in the section 
outside Revenue Account. 

It will be observed that budget forecasts for the current year have 
been considerably upset. The large deviations are due in part to the 
War and in part to domestic events which could not Ik; foreseen when 
the budget was framed. The seasons in parlicular have been most 
unkind. Early in the year the horo paddy was severely affected by 
drought in a number of districts, w'hile abnormally heavy rain in April 
and May inundated the low-lying areas in Eastern Bengal districts and 
did considerable damage to jute. On the 25th and 20th May a severe 
cyclone attended with heavy rain swept over the districts of Bakarganj, 
Noakhali and Tippera, causing terrible damage to crf>ps and houses 
and a good deal of mortality among men and cattle. While heavy rain 
caused floods in the districts gf (’hittagong and Mymensingh, several 
districts in Western Bengal, notably Birbhum and Bankura, suffered 
badly from the effects of drought. 

Considerable additional expenditure had to be incurred for the relief 
of distress caused by these natural calamities. Steps had to be taken 
to restore schools, thanas and other Government buildings damaged by 
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cyclone. Gratuitous relief had to be provided on a very large scale and 
considerable expenditure undertaken on the organisation of Test Relief 
works. Special loans were granted to poor middle-class non- 
agriculturists in the district of Bakarganj to enable them to rebuild 
their houses. Ix)ans were also advanced to weavers and artisans* who 
were in distress in other districts. 

A further heavy drain on the provincial exchequer was caused by the 
protracted communal disturbances in the town and district of Dacca. 
The House is already well aware of the loss of life and of the widespread 
destruction of property that resulted from those tragic happenings and 
this afternoon I merely remind the House that the restoration of order, 
the relief of the victims, the enffuiry into the causes of the riots and the 
trials of those apprehended have necessitated considerable additional 
expenditure from provincial revenues. 

An important factor affecting our budgetary position for the current 
year was the passage of three measures of taxation, namely, the Sales 
Tax, the tax on Motor Spirit and the Raw Jute Sales Tax. These 
measures were passed in the middle of the year and no account could 
conseiiuently he taken in the budget of the probable yield from these 
sources. It is now estimated that the revenue in the current year will 
be 25 lakhs from the Sales Tax, 2 lakhs from the IVtrol Tax and 8 lakhs 
from the tax on sales of raw jute — a total of 85 lakhs in all. This 
will constitute a welcome and much-needed addition to our resources. 

A further accretion of 81 lakhs to our Revenh’e receipts resulted 
from the sale in September last of the jute purchased in June and July 
of the previous year with the object of securing an adequate price level 
for the 1940 cro]) as it came up on the markt‘t. This of course is not 
really additional revenue but merely a conversion of assets into cash. 

Let me now ])ass on to tlie effects of the war on the provincial 
budget. Two out of our main heads of revenue have been affected by 
the war in opj)osite directions. Income-tax receipts have improved 
owing mainly to the ex])ansion of industrial activities as a result of tlie 
war. On the other hand, the yield from the export duty on jute has 
gone down considerably owing to further restriction of export facilities 
as a result of the recent developments in the Pacific. 

By far the most serious effect of the w^ar on the provincial budget 
however relates to the expenditure on A. R, P. and kindred 
emergency measures booked under the head “Extraordinary charges 
in India”. This expenditure started* unostentatiously in 1989-40. 
Immediately after the declaration of war the Provincial Government 
had to employ a Press Censor and other emergency staff, to intensify 
the measures for combating subversive activities and to finance 
propaganda in support of war measures. The expenditure amounted 
to 8 lakhs in 1989-40 and 7 lakhs in 1940-41, and the Central 
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Government agreed to meet these charges in their entirety. In the 
current year the total expenditure under “Extraordinary charges in 
India”, 4or which provision was made in the budget, was only 7 lakhs 
and a half. Early in the year, however, it became evident that 
expenditure on A.R.P. was likely to reach a very much higher figure 
than seemed likely at first and in Ai>ril last the Centre advised the 
Provinces that the growing scale of expenditure A.R.P. measures 
combined with a deterioration in the financial position of the Centre 
as comjiared with that of the Provin<*es no longer justified the promised 
measure of liberality and the Centre found itself compelled to call on 
tlie Provinces to 'jhouldcr the major ]K>rtion of “d(‘fe!i<*e measures 
fulling within the pro\incial field”; tlte (\‘ntre bearing merel\ 25 per 
cent, of it. 

A'^ a result however of <liseus.si(»ns betwetui representatives of the 
Ceiitrt* and ol the tiov(*rnment of Henga! in Simla in May last, it was 
d(*('ided to abandon the attempt to allocate the financial responsibility 
for A.K.IV measures on the basis of the constitutional position and the 
woTkiny an atmcinent then rea(died was that all A.ICP. expenditure 
would be shared betw<*eti the Centre and the I’rovinces in tlu' following 
proportions ; — 

(1> The first crore— half and half; 

(2) All expenditure above a crore — the Centre would bear 75 per 
cent, and the Provinces 25 ))er cent. 

As Bengal was not in a position to meet its share of the pooled 
expenditure out of current revenues, the (’entral (T()vernment agreed to 
make interest-free advances repayable over a period of 5 years. 

In practice the Agreement did not work as w^ell us was hoped 
because the scope of the Agreement had been insufficiently defined and 
action was frequently held up pending settlement of the question as to 
whether a particular item of expenditure would [)e poolable or not. 
After the declaration of War by Tapan it was felt that a modification 
of the Agreement, or at any rate, an extension of its scope, was 
urgently needed in order that emergency measures of Civil Defence 
might not ‘he delayed by arguments as to w ho should pay. The 
Centre, too, was in favour of a revision of the Agreement though on 
somewhat different grounds. In December last it became known that 
the amount of income-tax distributable to the Provinces would be 
some 2 crores in excess of whikt had been anticipated at the Budget 
stage. Upon this, the Government of India suggested that the amount 
of Cen^l contribution payable to the Province in respect of A.R.P. 
expenditure in any year should be reduced by an amount equal to the 
amount by which the Province's receipts from income-tax in that year 
exceed the estimate of the provincial share in the Budget for 1941-42. 
4 
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At the instance of the (joveinment ot India a conference was convened 
in Delhi to consider the question of revision of the Simla Ag^reement. 
This conference was attended by representatives from all Provinces 
and after careful deliberation it was decided that the allocation of 
Civil Defence expenditure between the Centre and the Provinces should 
be on the following lines: — 

{!) The expenditure of each financial year will be treated separately. 

( 2 ) The ex])enditure of each year will be divided into slabs. 

(3) The first slab, which will be fixed at approxiinately 4 per cent. 

of the provincial revenue after exclusion of “Adaptations” 
and certain other receijits, will be borne entirely by the 
Province. 

(4) The second slab — ot 50 lakhs — will be shared equally between 

the Centre and the Province. 

(6) Of the third slab — also of 50 lakhs — 75 per cent, will be 
allocated to the Centre and 25 per cent to the Province. 

(6) All expenditure above this ]>oint vill be allocated between the 
Centre and the IVovince in the proportion of 87A per cent, 
for the Centre to 12i[ i)er cent, for the Province 

The rigidity of the Chuitral (b)vernnient’s ndniinistiative conti’ol 
over A.R.P. measures initiated by Pnu'inces will be relaxed, securing 
Sfieedier disposal ot cases, and the ('cntral rroveniinent will henceforth 
act rather as a co-ordinating and advising autliority. The list of items 
included in Civil Defence expcnditiiie foi the ])urposes of the 
allocution under the new agreement has been suitably enlarged and 
even in regard to marginal cases some freedom of action lias been left 
to Provincial (iovernments. 

Such in broad outline are the terms of (Uir latest Agreement with 
India. Althougii the general principles of the Agreement are 
upplicablt' uniformly to all l^rovinces, it was felt that the ca.se of 
Bengal [iresented special features which called tor individual treatmeni. 
In the first place owing to Bengal’s proximity to the Eastern tneatr® 
of War the magnitude of her Civil Defence expenditure is far in excess 
ot anything which is likely to be spent on this account by any other 
Province. Then again while other Provinces will reap the full benefit 
of the increased Income-tax receipts, Bengal’s participation in the 
increase will be largely neutralised by the heavy decline in her receipts 
from the export duty on jute — a decline which is every bit as much 
attributable t^) the War as the enhanced yield from Incpme-tax. 
The House will be glad to know that the efforts of BengaPs 
representatives to secure proper appreciation of her special problems 
have met with success. The (Toverument of India have agreed to give 
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Bengal spec ial relief by fixing the Provincial slab of Civil Defence 
expenditure, bath in the current year and in 1942 - 43 , at a substantially 
lower level than 4 per cent, of our effective revenue. Four ]>er cent, 
ot our effect ive revenue amounts roughly to 50 lalihs. As against this 
the Provincial .^lab has been fixed at 25 lakhs for the current year 
and 37jl lakhs for 1942-43. We are duly grateful to the Centre for 
(he relief granted to us, and we have every bojee that the modified 
Agreenieiit will result in more satisfactory and exfieditious execution of 
emergent Civil Defence measures by the Province. 

With tbesf' prediminary observations T shall now turn to an 
ex[»lanati(m (d the vaiiatiou.s in th«“ current ycnir’s Revised. 

The ojjoning balauec adopted in (he R(‘\ i-cd is the actual closing 
balance oi the preceding year. 

The improvement of alxmt a eroie ami 2o lakhs in Reviuiue receipts 
is the net elTeet ot vat iat ions spread (*ver a large numl (M- of heads 
amon^ \\hi<li the most impoitant are an increase of 58 lakhs under 
“1 ncoim‘-tax'\ 30 laklis under “Other Taxes and Duties”, 30 lakhs 
under “ AgriiMillure" , It luKh.s undci ’‘H\(raor<lina!\ Ue(‘ei})ts” ami 
7 lakhs umlei " lixeisf' ’ . and a do line ot 20 lakhs under 'Mute Export 
l)ui\ .111(1 0 lakh*, uiidci "liinid Revnuir” Tin* im lease umhu' 
“ Inco?iie-ta.\ ' ’ and the deelitie under “Jute Kxpoit Duty” have been 
already (‘Xplained The imueasc under “ttlber 3'axes and Duties” is 
due almost entirt^ly to (he proceeds of the new taxation meastires 
previously mentioned which came into operati^m after the budget was 
parsed, ruder “Agi i('utture” the increase is due to the sale of jute 
which was purchased last year and kept in sto(‘k. C)ut of the increase 
of 14 lakhs under “ExtraoKlinarv Receipts” 9 lakhs represent an 
afiounting ailjustment designed to hring iiit<> the accounts certain 
.securities (ransterred to ( mi\ ernment by the Administrator-General and 
the Otiicial Tru-t^'c. This will pas- out of the bulum^e by per contra 
debit to the ca^b balame inve'-tmeni account. 'Fhe balance of the 
improvement under “Extraordinary Receipts” is due t(> an abnormal 
iecei[it ot ti lakhs trom the P«)rt (amnnissioners, f’alcutta, in Hettlerneiit 
ot a loug-]>endi;ig <lis(>ute. The increase under “Excise” is accounted 
for by the fact that receipts under ‘‘f’onntry Spirit” are likely to be 
larger than was originally anticipated. Th(‘ decrease under “T>and 
Revenue" occurs jiartly under “Fixed ('olle<tions” and partly under 
“Recovery <»n account of Survey and Settlement charges”. The 
reduced yield under the first head is due to the adverse etfect of floods 
and other natural calamities, that under the second is due to the 
I'ostpoi^ment of the reran cry programme in Dinajpur and Mymensingh 
owing to the unfavourable agricultural situation. 

The increase of 94 lakhs in expenditure on Revenue Account is due 
mainly to heavy addirinnal expenditure under the heads “Famine” 
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and “Extraordinary ctarges”. Under “Eamine” tlie budget contained 
the normal precautionary provision of about 2 lakhs and a half^ but on 
account of the various calamities to which detailed reference has already 
been made it now appears that the expenditure under this head^will 
be more than lakhs. Similarly, under “Extraordinary charges” 
against the original provision of lakhs the revised estimate 
now stands at nearly 78 lakhs. This as already explained is 
merely the J^rovincial share of the expenses which in their totality 
amount to no less than a crore and 76 lakhs. Details of the 
expenditure on war emergency measures have been set forth in the 
Hed Book and need not he recai)ituluted here. It will suffice if some 
of tlie more imporinnt items are singled out for individual mention. 
’’J'he He vised includes 15 lakhs for the temporary housing and feeding of 
persons refidered homeless hy air attacks. Sixteen lakhs have been 
])rovided for an alternative water-sup])lv in Calcutta by means of tube- 
wells. Al>out 9 lakhs will be required for the expansion of the 
Calcutta Fire hrigade and 5 lakhs for fire-fighting services in industrial 
areas outside (-alcutia. The protection of essential Government 
buildings and emergency hospitals by means of baffle-walls is estimated 
to cost 9 lakhs, and 10 lakhs will be recpiired this year for the provision 
of cjiiergency hosjutals and motor ambulances for the treatment of 
persons injured in air raids. 

It remains now to explain the improvement of one crore and 34 lakhs 
in the Debt DejM)sit Section of the budget. This improvement has been 
brought about as follows : — 

The budget was framed on the assumption that Treasury Bills worth 
76 lakhs would be issued in March, 1941, and repaid in the current year. 
Thanks to the earlier receipt of our share of the Income-tax jk)o1 it was 
not necessary to issue bills in March, 1941, and no Treasury Bills w'ere 
carried forward from 1940-41 into the current year. In consequence 
there was a saving of 75 lakhs. A further assumption which was made 
when the budget was framed w'as that no Treasury Bills would have 
to l)e issued in the closing months of the current year. In point of 
fact, however, it is proposed to issue Treasury Bills for 1 crore in March, 
1942. This unforecasted borrowing will increase our l>alance by a crore. 
Another item of borrowed money which will be in our hands at the close 
of the year and for which no credit wa.s taken when the budget was 
framed will be the interest-free advance of 75 lakhs which the Central 
Government will make to enable us to meet the Provincial share of 
A.R.P. expenditure. The total improvement from these three causes 
amounts to 2 crores and a half. This is, however, partly neutralised by 
the very large amount of agricultural loans which had to be issued in 
the exceptional circumstances of the current year. The total of these 
loans exceeds our estimate by 1 crore and 11 lakhs. The net 
improvement in the Debt Deposit Section is 1 crore and M lakhs. 
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The estimated closing balance at the end of the current yeai is, as 
already .stated, 1 crore and 15 lakhs. This however, contains 1 crore 
and 75 lakhs of borrowed money out of which 1 crore is in Treasury 
Bills and 75 lakhc is an advance from the (iovernment of India. In 
point of fact tli(‘iefoic the eh‘e< ti\e cb»sing balance is a negative figure 
of 60 lakhs. 

I now come to the estimates for the coming year. 

The year starts with an oiHMiing balance of 1 irore 15 lakhs which 
as I have already explained i< the anticipated closing balance for the 
current year. Ke\enue nu'cipts are placed at 15 <rojes 70 lakhs or 
41 lakhs higher than the Ue\jsed. The estimate of exju>nditure on 
Revenue Account stands at Hi erores 75 lakhs which is 44 lakhs greater 
than the anticipated t‘xpe!iditure in the current year, (hi (hi> basis of 
these estimates the deficit on Re\enue A<*count amounts to I crore and 

5 lakhs. Outside tin' Rexenue Ac<’ount the budget antiidpates a net. 
sur|)liis of 60 lakhs The joint eff(‘ct of the Revenue deficit of 
1 crore 5 lakhs and the surplus cf lakhs in the (’apital and Debt 
I)e}u»sit S<‘cti(in of the budg<‘t is to reduce the opening balance by 

06 lakhs. The year is accordingly exp<*cted to end with a closing 
iialance nt 70 hikhs. 

Such in broad outline are our budgetary prospects for the coining 

year. Let me now attemjit to fill in the details. 

• 

The heail of account under whieh the largest iiKueuse is expected is 
naturally, “Other taxes and Duties”, under which the receipts from 
the three taxati<»n measures brought into operation during the current 
year arc ('redited. The receipts from these taxes will he loj full 
12 months in the coming \ear us against a few mouths only in the 
current year. The increase under this heail is 1 crore and 7 lakhs. 
This forecast assumes that tra<ie conditions in Ualcutta and other 
important centres will nf>t he seriously disorganised by air raids or 
other hostile activities. The (»ther head under which we look for an 
appreciable increase is “Income-tax”, On the assumption that 
industrial development stimulated by the war w'ill proceed according 
to plan, receipts from Iinome-tax are expected to lie 26 lakhs higher 
in the coming \ear. Tlie improvement from these two sources is thus a 
(Tore and dd lakhs. A large part however of this improvement is 
neutralised by deerease.s under other heads. Further lestriction of 
transport facilities as a result of the recent developments in the Pacjfie 
are expected to reduce our receipts from “Jute Export Duty ' by 35 lakhs. 
Un(ler^^‘Agriculture” there is a decrea.se of d2 laklis owing mainly to 
the fact that the abnonnal receipt which acenied this year from the sale 
of j\ite will not be repeated in the coming year. Another large decrease 
occurs under the head “Extraordinary Receipts”. It will be replied 
that the current year's receipts under this heading included first, an 
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acccountiiig* adjustment desijfiied to bring certan securities into the Gov- 
ernment account, secondly, a lump payment by the Port rommissioners, 
Calcutta, in respect of some accretions to the Port area. These special 
receipts will not recur in the coming year. Recovery ot War charges 
will also l)e smaller as very little of arrears will remain to be adjusted. 
These three factors are responsible for a total decrease of 20 lakhs. 

As I have already stated, the budget provides for expenditure on 
Revenue Account 44 lakhs in excess of the revised estimates for the 
current year. That figure however is not the real measure of the 
additional provision included in the estimates for 1942-43. Hon’ble 
Members will recall that the revised estimates for the current year 
include at least one large abnormal charge that we hope we shall not be 
called U])on to shoulder in the coming year. I refer to the very heavy 
expenditure, 30 lakhs in all, for the relief of distress caused by the 
cyclone in Eastern Bengal and the Dacca riots. The demand for 
1942-43 under ^‘Famine” is limited to the normal precautionary 
provision — lakhs, — so that the additional provision I have to account 
for is not merely 44 lakhs but 44 jdus 275 , /.c., TU lakhs. An A])pendix 
to the printed co])y of this statement indicates the main heads of 
expenditure under which this additional provision is spread. 

More than GO per cent, of the increuvsed provision will be found 
under the head “Extraordinary charges in India”. The net exj)enditure 
debitable to Provincial revenues on ac(‘ount of CMvil Defence measures 
in the coming year is 1 crore and 25 lakhs as against 78 lakhs in the 
current year, an increase of 47 lakhs. 

Part of the balance of the additional i)rovision also relates indirectly 
to the War or Civil Defence measure. For instance under “Ports 
and Pilotage” i)rovision has been made for a contribution of 2 lakhs 
towards the establishment of a Home for the Indian Seamen in Calcutta. 
The need for such an institution has long been felt. The fruition of 
the scheme is due in no small measure to the sympathetic interest of 
II is Excellency the Viceroy who has agreed to contribute 3 lakhs 
out of his War Purposes Fund for the provision of amenities for seamen 
in this Home. 

The rest of the additional provision is s})read over a number of 
heads, the more important being — Edu(‘ation, 0 lakhs; Public Health, 
C lakhs; Debt Conciliation, 3 lakhs; General Administration, Jails and 
Interest, 2 lakhs each. 

An additional provision of 5 lakhs for grants to District , School 
Boards for the develojunent of Primary Education accounts for the 
great bulk of the increa'^ed provision under this head. Two ye^rs 
ago a'^programme for the ]»rogressive development of primary education 
under the Rural Primary Education Act was adopted and the additional 
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provision is needed to implement that projframme. The current year’s 
provision of one and a half lakhs for the advancement of education of 
members of the Scheduled t’astes is repeated in the Budget. An extra 
92 thousand rupees has been provided for the training of teachers for 
primary schools in accordani’e with a scheme initiated in January, 
1940. Increased provision to the extent of 80 thousand ruj)ees has 
been made for the repair of school -buildings damaged by cyclone. 

An item of expenditure in regard to which a final decision has not 
yet been reached relates to the grant payable in the coining year to the 
University of Calcutta. It will he recalled that as u result of the 
financial settlement with the University in 1907-38, a consolidated 
grant of 4 lakhs 83 thousand rupees per annum was agreed to for a 
7 )eriod of n years with the sti])ulation that the position should he 
reviewed at tin* end of this jieriod The financial position of the 
T niversity is under review, and the grant admissible to the University 
ne.xt year will be settled (ui its completion. Oovernment have however 
agreed to make su('h additiiUial grant as may be re(iuired to meet the 
charges on account of the I)«‘partment (d Tslamic Studies whi<*h has 
been recently organised by the University. I’ending this settlement, 
the existing grant lias been repeated for 1942-43. 

3'he Public Health Imdget repeats the provision of 10 lakhs made 
in this year’s budget for Kural Water Supply, 0 lakhs for free 
distribution of (piinine and 2ii lakhs for anti-malaria schemes. It 
repeats the normal provision of half a lakh for maternity and child 
welfare schemes, half a lakli for anti-tuberculosis schemes and 
H^. 20, 000 for anti-leprosy work. A si>ecial grant of Rs. 35,000 has 
been provided for the Jadavjmr Tuherculo.sis Hospital which is doing 
Mich out.standing work tor the relief of tuberculosis. Of this amount 
11^.13,000 is a capital grant and the lialance, R8.20,000 is to enable 
the ho.spital to raise the number of free beds from 80 to 100. A sum 
ot 2 lakhs 20 thousand has been provided for the much-needed 
improvement of Sadar Hospitals in many of which the standard of 
eipiipment ftud accommodation still leave.s much to be desired. 

The reorganisation of the Government Cinchona Factory and the 
Plantation has Inn-n undertaken in the current year with the .sum of one 
lakh and a half Noted bv the Assembly for tins purpose. The objer-t 
of thi" reorganisation is to extend the cultivation of cinchona with a 
view to mill'** Bengal le‘<s dependent upon outside sources for its quinine 
supplie-# T ntil cullivatif)n makes additional supplies of bark available, 
it is ^essential to ensure tliat our dwindling storks shall not necessitate 
any curtailment in tlie Ire** distribution of quinine by the Public Health 
Department and for tliis piirp(»se a provision of 3f lakhs has been made 
in the budget for the purchase of I3,(KiO lbs. of (piinine from outside. 
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An increased provision of -U lakhs has been made in the budget in 
order to allow for the establishment of an additional 207 Debt 
Conciliation Boards in the coming year. 

In the Agricultural budget provision has been made for the 
continuance of llie regulation and licensing of the area under Jute in 
the coining year at a total cost of approximately 33 lakhs. Provision 
lois also l)cen made for .some small sdiemes of agricultural improvement 
which were considered to be urgent. Among these may be mentioned 
the distribution of improved varieties of seed among cultivators and 
the demonstration of improved methods of lac cultivation, 

A lump provision of 1 lakh has been included in the budget for 
the promotion of commuiml harmony. Nothing is more regrettable or 
more calculated to wreck all plans tor reconstruction tiian a spirit oi 
antagonism ladween the communiti(‘s whose duty it is to build up the 
amenities of civilised life in a s]urit of mutual ttderance and 
(■o-ofau'ation. Tf the utmos))h(‘!'e in which w’e have to work i^ poisoned 
by communal hatred, our plans however well thought out, are 
foredoomed. It wull be one of the foremo'^t endeavours of the ])resent 
Ministry to restore amity and understanding betw’een the tw’o great 
communities that have a common interest in the prosperity of the 
Provinte. 

c 

There are three items under Loans and Advances that call for 
individual mention. The first of th(*se is a provision of 2 lakhs to 
lacilitute the putting into operation of a scheme now rapidly maturing 
for the removal of beggars from Calcutta. The necessity for an 
immediate and energetic tackling of thi'^ long-standing problem has 
been brought home in recent months by the additional menace that 
this human flotsum, unfortunates and reprobates alike, represents in 
a large city under threat of air raids. 

The next item is a provi'^ion of 7 lakhs for financing Co-operative 
Laud Mortgage Banks in the Province. Five such banks established 
some years ago have hitherto been financed by the Bengal IVovincial 
Co-operative Bank and a sum of o lakhs is outstanding on thi.s account. 
It is proposed to establish five more land mortgage banks in the coming 
year. The making of long-term loans is not a proper function of the 
Provincial Co-operative Bank and it has been decided that Government 
will not only as.siime the responsibility for financing the new' bankvS but 
will also arrange for the immediate repayment of the outstanding loan 
due by the existing banks. Provision has accordingly been made in 
the budget for 7 lakhs in all, namely, o lakhs to be made over to the 
Provincial Co-operative Bank and 2 lakhs for distribution to the ten 
land mortgage banks. 
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Let me now turn to the more important among the Civil Defence 
measures incluiled in tlie budget. The total expenditure involved in these 
measures is a little over 4 crores. Out of this about 2 crores will be 
required for payment to the personnel of various A.R.P. services. 
Thirty-five lakhs have been provided for the construction of shelters^ 
15 lakhs for the relief of persons rendered homeless by air attacks and 
49 lakhs for the suppl\ of stirrup pump.s, respirators, helmets and 
c\ e-shields. The balance of the expenditure amounting to about u 
crore is spread over a large number of items. Thus 9 Inklis are required 
for the Civil Nursing Sclieine. o lakhs for the ex])ansion of lli(‘ Fire 
Pfrigade, 15 lakhs for the organisation oi street Firt‘ Fighting Servii‘es 
and 8 lakhs for the Rescue Service* and dC lakhs for hosjiital 
accommodation for Air Raid casualties in vulnm’able areas. Aliout 
2 lakhs have been provided for mass inoctilaiion against c-h(dera and 
smallimx and (i lakhs tor the establishment ot Infectious l)iseas(‘s. 
H(spitals. Further paiticulars will be found in the Ri'd Hook which 
will shortly be circulated to the members and m\ colleagues will in dut» 
c(>urse explain in fuller d(*tail the nature and puipose of tht‘ various, 
schemes for which jirovision has been made in the budget. 

Let me now summarise the financial results of the working of the 
,^ear according to the estimates now before the lIous(* Desjiite the 
exclusion of all ]iroposuls tor new expenditure tliat could not )>e regarded 
as virtually unavoidable, the estimates anticipate a deficit on Revenue 
Account of 1 crore 5 lakhs The revenue deficit is more than a(“counted 
for b> our ( ivil Defence expenditure which is esliinut(‘i| at a crore and 
V'l lakhs 

Hut for this abnormal exiienditiire we would have had a small surplus. 
It may be asked whetlier this is all that the new taxes are expected to 
achieve wdien crinditions once more return to n(»rmal. A certain amouni 
of guarded optimism is permissilde cm thi^' jioint. AVe have, as a 
result of the present abnormal times, ht^^t lieavily on oui leceipts from 
the export duty on jute Tho.'^e receipts wliich reached tlie high level 
of 2 crores .‘kS lakhs in the first vear of Provincial Autonomy and 
thereafter remained steady at 2 crores 21 lakhs for the next tw’o vearn 
are not e^^ected to exceed a crore and 25 lakhs in the coming ,\ear. 
Htre then is a margin of nearly a crore on which we miiy reasonably 
bank when export facilities iinjirove on the termination of th<‘ war. 
In the work of jiost-war reconstructicui jute is sure to be in ver\ great 
demand and this .sturdy fibre which has st(»od us in sucli good stead in 
the past ma\ again do so in future. I am not overlooking the fact that 
cur receipts from Income-tax have gone up as a result of expanding 
war industries. But the current year is the last year of the first period 
of the Niemeyer Award and even in normal times 1942-4d would have- 
seen a considerable increase in our receipts from this source. In these 
circumstances I see no reason to be unduly pessimistic over the large 
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deficit anticipated in the coming year despite the substantial accretion 
to our resources under the new measures of taxation. 

A word now about the closing balance. The estimates, as I have 
i»aid, provide for a closing balance of 79 lakhs. This balance, has, 
however, been built up with a large amount of borrowed money. The 
Revised Estimates for the current year provide for an advance of 
7.^ lakhs from the Government of India for financing the Provincial 
share of Civil Defence expenditure. One-fifth of this advance will be 
-repaid in the coming year leaving 00 lakhs of the loan for future 
repayment. A further advance of a crore and 25 lakhs from the 
Government of India will be required for the same purpose in the 
coming year. The total amount of loan money on our hands at the 
close of 1942-43 is thus expected to be a crore and 85 lakhs. This is 
no doubt heavy borrowing; but here again I see no cause for alarm. 
The terms on which this accommodation has been made available to us 
•are most favourable. No interest will be charged and the repayment 
^ will be spread over five years. We may perhaps also draw some comfort 
from the knowledge that our assets in the shape of outstanding advances 
to agriculturists and others at the end of the coming year will amount 
to the substantial figure of 2 crores 23 lakhs in all. In addition to tins 
we shall be holding securities worth 5() lakhs which may be converted 
foT general purposes and further securities worth about 14 lakbs in 
the Famine Insurance Fund which can be utilised oqly for the purpo.se 
of relieving scarcity and distress. This completes the picture of the 
financial position as it is expecte<l to be at the close of the budget year. 

So far as the formal presentation of the estimates for the coming 
year is concerned 1 have done, but before I resume my seat I should 
like to say a few words about the serious handicaps which attended the 
framing of the Budget. It is only two months since the present 
Ministry took office and it had barely three weeks in which to formulate 
its budget proposals. Even in normal years three weeks would not be 
sufficient for this purpose and in times such as those in which we have 
been called ujion to shoulder the burden of office it was obviously out 
of the question for tlie Ministry to formulate any more dekiiled plan 
than that which I have indicated at the beginning of this statement. 
Nor must if he forgotten that what a Ministry assuming office at the 
fag-end of the year takes over is not a clean slate hut a running concern 
with all its commitments, good and had. Some of the.^ie commitments 
may well for reconsideration and revision in the wider interest 

of the Province. 1 can assure the House that if on further scrutiny 
we are of opinion that it will be in the best interests of the Province 
to revise any such commitment, that revision will be undertaken# 

Communal discord has in recent years marred the good name of the 
Province. The Ministry is pledged to carry on its administration in a 
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manner which will he just an<I iair to all communities and interests; 
for so alone can confidence in the hona fidea of Government be restored. 
It is the intention of the Miiustr\ to approach its problems not in any 
spirit 'of partisanshij) but in a spirit of sympathy and understanding. 
It will endeavour to carry forward its programme with the maximum 
support of all sections of the people. 

Bengal has had a great past. Even today with the good-will of all 
parties it is possible to start a new chajder of glory and greatness in the 
history of this Province. Mutual distrust and suspicion have cast a ^ 
shadow on the life of the Province. In s])ite of difterences and disputes, i 
there are many fields of activity where Hindus, Muslims and Christians, \ 
Indians and Europeans, can work hand in hand for the advancement/ 
of the common welfare of Bengal. If we genuinely differ on certain 
points, let us learn to respect such mutual differences and keep them in 
the background for the time being. With the war so ])erilou8ly near 
our home — a war which must be won if we are to save our heritage — 
and with great problems of national reconstruction calling for united | 
and devoted labour in the fields of Health and Education, Agriculture,! 
Commerce and Industry, let all parties represented in the legislature 
decide wholeheartedly to stand shoulder to shoulder for the i 
advancement of those essential schemes of national defence and w’elfare | 
on which our very existence depimds. It is a sense of common danger* 
that unites contending ]mrties to work together for the common weal. 
If our ideals do not clash, let us not worry about minor differences. If 
we once inculcate the habit of working together in a spirit of Imrmony 
and understanding on vital matters on which we agree, keeping out of 
our consideration for the time being other matters on which we do not 
agree, not only shall we hel]> definitely to advance the cause of progress 
but what is more important, remove for ever the dark and dangerous 
<‘louds of distrust and HUspi<*ion which stand in the way of national 
.''oliilarity and lie at the root of India’s relationship with England, 
(’onscious though I am of the limitations imposed by the (Constitution, 
^^ith hope and confidence 1 ask all se(‘tions of the House and also of 
the ]»ublic to strengthen the hand> of the new Ministry and to give it' 
a chance to* serve the real needs (d the Pr(»vince, whose welfare iruist 
I f' the first and foremost concern of every man and woman residing 
in Bengal, and must be placed above considerations of personal gain 
or of ]>arty interest. 

Singapore, which we were taught to regard as impregnable,* has 
fallen and in the wonls of the Brilisfi Prime Minister we meet under 
the shn<iow of heavy and far-rea<hing military defeat. The situation 
in the Far Eiisl, much nearer our home than the .seat of the British 
tTovtff’innent in England, present'* problems <if momentous concern 
and anxiety to us all. It will be idle for me to conceal from you that 
I fully share your feeling and that of iminy people out.side the House 
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that my Budget Statement is somewhat out of touch with the realities 
of the present grave situation. It is not any want of anxiety on the 
part of my colleagues and myself to serve the people, not even, if I 
may venture to add, our want of c^ipacity that stand in the way of 
satisfactorily dealing with the urgent problems of national defence and 
economic stability that must be solved immediately if Bengal is to be 
saved. But it is the framework of the constitution w^hich does not 
afford the right to the representatives of the people of this country to 
deal effectively with these vital matters in a time of national 
emergency. Today let us not rpiarrel almut past differences, let us not 
* waste time in ))laming each other or in merely regretting how valu- 
able time has been lost. Let us emphasise the supreme fact that the 
Indian mass-consciousness remains \et to be .stirred to its depth to meet 
j|he urgent call of the hour, that the Indian deadlock has to be solved 
(with tlie least pos.sible delay, that Indians ha\e to be trusted implicitly 
and the |W)wer oi shaping 4ind administering natiomil |H)lic\ in time of 
War must lie lianded o\er to Indians, (hat the Indian Army and the 
Ail l’'orc(‘ (iii\e to be strengthened and conditions of recunitinent 
thereto as well as the provisions of the Arms Act suitably modified, 
tliat lhf‘ piodmtive capacity of Indiii has to be increased in a most 
CK)mprehensi\e manner — all in the p^iramount interest ot Indian defence. 
When 1 speak of India T necess'arily pL\ce Bengal, which is in the 
(lunger /.one much more thiin aiy\ oilier province today, in the fore- 
front. When Kngland clasped ilie hand ot Bussia,‘she did so in spite 
of bitter differences with her in the past. She did so because Ivoth 
were deteiniined to fight a dangerous (ommoii enemy. India — and I 
4 i<ld, all shades of public opinion in this great provijK'e — detest the 
totalitarian lule. British statesimm must realise before it is too late that 
the opponents of yesterdav can well become the friends of today and 
to-morrow oiil\ if tin* tsirrect approach is made to the Indian problem 
without reservation. I re-echo tlie utterance of the British Prime 
Minister that this is one ^)f those moments when the nation csau show 
its (juality and its genius, that this is one of those moments when it 
can draw from the heart of mi.sfortune the vital impiil.se of victory. 

He reminds us with that calm determination which has characterised 

€* 

his premiership in relation to the affairs of his own c-ountry that this 
is another occasion to show that we can meet reverses with dignity ajid 
with renewed accessions ot strength. What we want today is nothing 
more and nothing less than that tho.se .serious ob.stacles which are 
standing in the u'^iy of Iiidia’.s showing to the fullest height her 
quality and genius and attaining full accession of national strength 
to winkit a pniwerful common foe should l>e immediately renv-oved by 
tbe British Prime Minister himself, so as to enable Indiana to pursue 
their own national policy and fearlessly to defend their heiirth and Home, 
b<ith actively and passively, against any foreign aggression as also to 
maintain internal peace and security at this hour of national crisis. 
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[Pigurea are in thousands*] 
1941-42. 



Actuals, 

1940-41. 

t ^ 

Budget. 

Revised. 

Budget, 

1942-43. 

Receipts. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

4 . 

Opening Balance 

. 2,16,67 

1,92,68 

1,09,61 

1,14,73 

Revenue Receipts 

. . 13,64,50 

14, (-3, 14 


16,69,79 

Receipts from Debt Heads 

. . 17,20,81 

17,96,69 

24,(»8,36 

IS, (13, 39 

Total 

. . 32,91,98 

33,92,41 

40,46,40 

36,47,91 

Expenditure. 





Revenue Exjx'uditure 

. . 14,46,39 

16,37,38 

16,31,64 

16,76,38 

Capital Expenditure 

-2,91 

-2,71 

-2,93 

-2,38 

Expenditure on Debt Heads . 

. 17,39,99 

18,24,83 

23,03,06 

17,96,17 

Closing Balance 

• 

, . l,(»9,r)l 

32,91 

1,14,73 

78,74 

Total 

. 32,91,98 

33,92,41 

40,46,40 

36,47,91 


Ntt rttult. 

Surplus -f 
Deficit—' 

On RevOTiue Account .. -9<),89 -1,34,24 -1,03,01 -1,06,59 

Surplus 4- 
Deficit- 

Outside Revenue Account — 16,27 -25,43 +1,08,23 -f 69,60 


T«Ui 

Surplus + 

Deficit — 

Excluding Opening Balance —1,07,16 —1,59,67 -f6,22 —35,99 
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Stattmtni showing tht distribution of incrtassd expondituro in 1942-43. 


[Figure^} are in thousands.] 



Ke vised, 
1941-42. 

Budget, 

1942-43. 

Increase. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

R.S. 

Interest on Debt and other obligations 

18,59 

20,67 

2.08 

General Administration — General Adminis- 
tration 

l,(il,34 

1,63,10 

1,76 

General Administration — Debt Concilia- 

tion 

29, (:d 

23,50 

3,50 

Jails and (kmvict Settlements 

40.31) 

48,76 

2,4(t 

Ports and Pilotage 

5,12 

6,86 

1,74 

Education — General 

1,73,39 

1,79,7(» 

6,31 

Public Health 

42, 9S 

48,48 

5,5(» 

Industries — Cincdioiia 

8,29 

12,90 

4,()1 

Extraordinary charges in India 

78,25 

1,25,29 

47,04 



Total . . 

74,94 


(At this st4ij?e llie iliniNe was adjourned for ten minutes.) 

< Aft cr (1(1 JO It rn m vh f . ) 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I draw your 
attention to one (jiiestion? It hu'^ l)een the custom as far as T 
remember for the l.ist twenty \ears that alter the budget has been 
presented, the House is adjourned till the time of the general discus- 
sion Uh enable the members to stud\ the budget so that they may be in 
a position to take port in the general discussion. We find today from 
the noti(‘e that has been circulated that the House is expected to meet 
on all the intervening days before the general discussion. May I, Sir, 
through you request the Hon’ble Leader of the House to consider this 
fioint y 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 wish to take up one or two items on 
first and then shall take up your point. 


lilt* tlgfUIUI 
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Dr. NALINAK&HA STANYAL: Before you take up this matter, may 
I submit to you to consider the position ot the supplementary budget 
if we were to get the House adjourned as it is proposed by Khw^aja 
Sir Nazimuddin. I al'^o feel that there is a precedent and that there is. 
considemble force in what he ha.s suggested. If we adjourn tlie House 
after tomorrow’s presentation of the supplementary budget, we may be 
able to utilise tlie intervening time for both. 


Report of the Public Accounts Committee. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir. in pur- 
suaiice ot rule 114 ot the Henual Lej^islative Assembly Pixicedure 
lliile''., I beg to pie-seiii tn the Bengal la*gislative Asseniblv the reimrt 
of the Coinmiitee on I’ublic Acrounis on the Apfiropriation Ac<*ounts 
and I'inaiue Accounts ot the (boernment ot Bengal for th(‘ year 
19dff-4() and tlie Audit J{cjH»its thereon. 


Demands for Excess Expenditure, 1939-40. 

The Hon’bie Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, 1 beg to 

juesent to the Asseinhls tfu' demand in lespeci of e.xpeiiditiire incurred 
in exces-H ot gTxiiits nnd ai)]>r<>j»nati(Uis in 11)^9-40 The excess occurred 
under thiee he.uls namely, “Uegistration," “Bort and IMlotage” and 
“Edmation” The leasoiis for these excesses have been set foi’th in 
the memorandum wliidi will shortly be put in the hands of lion’hle 
members. These renisoiis were duly csmsidered hy the Public Acc-ounts 
Poinnnttee and the recommendations nf the (V)nimillee are that a vole 
<jt the A^semhly be jjassed to rejiularise the voted excess under 
“Begistration” and that the excess in respect of the charged appro- 
priations under the other two heads be regularised b\ His Excellency 
the (Tovernor. The.se recommendations will be found in parugraplis B 
and 7 of the Report of the i'ublic Accounts Omimittee which has just 
been presented to the As.sembly. 

• 

Appropriation Acoounts and Finance Accounts, 1940<41. 

The Hon’bic Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEE: Sir, section 109' 
of the (ioveniment of India Act requires that the reports of the 
Auditor-General relating to the acc-ounts of the province are tt) be laid 
before the Provincial Legislature. These rejiorts, as the House is 
aware, are in two parts, viz., the Finance Accounts and the Appro- 
priation Account.**. The Finance Acoount.s for 1940-41 have been 
received from the Auditor-General but the Appropriatittn Accounts for 
that year and the Audit Report thereon are not yet ready. The’ 
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Auditor-General has intimated that the certificate of audit of the 
accounts of the transactions of the Government of Bengal in the United 
Kingdom during 1940-41 has not yet been received by him from the 
Auditor in En^fland of Indian Home Accounts. The delay is pre- 
ijumably due to the exigencies of war. It is not possible foV the 
Auditor-G^eneral in these circumstances to record his audit certificate 
in the Approjuiation Accounts for 1940-41 and to submit it to the 
Governor as reriuired by section 109 of the Government of India Act. 
Government luive all along desired that the Appropriation Accounts 
and the Audit Rejmrt should be placed before the LegisLiture prior to 
presentjition of the budget. In fact, a promise to this effect Avas given 
in 19-19. Ill view however of Avhat has been slated before, it is not 
])o.ssible to tnltil this promise. In ]>s»rtial com])liance with the provi- 
sions of section Kit) of the Government of India Act therefore 1 beg ti> 
])lace before the House the Finance Accounts for 1940-41 and the 
Audit ]{ejM)it, I fill, with the assur4ince thai the Appropriation 
Accounts for HMlMl and the Audit Ilejxirt thereon will be laid before 
the House as eaily 4 »s possible after its receijit from the Auditor- 
General. 


Amendments to the Bengal Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940. 

The Hon^ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* Sii, I be^ to lay the 

amendments to the Bengal Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940, on the Table. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Finance (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

The Hon'ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERilEE: Sir, I beg to 
introduce the Bengal Finance (Amendments Bill, 1941. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD M00KER4EE: I heg also to 
move that the Bengal Finance (Amendment) Bill, 1941, be referred tc 
a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan, 

(2) Mr. Syed Mustagawsal Haque, 

(3) Maulvi Aishar Ali, 

(4) Mr. Atul Eriabna Ghose, 

(5) Maulvi Abu Hoasaiu Sarkar, 

(6) Mr. Atul Chaodra^Sen, 



GOVERNMEOT BILL 


^ 942 .] 


(7) Mr. Amrita Lai MandaJ, 

(8LMr. D. X. Sen, 

(9) Mr. D. Gladding, 

(10) Mr. H. Rowan Hodge, 

(11) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aiilad Hossain Khan, 

(12) Mr. Miraa Abdul Hafiz, 

(13) Maulvi Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, 

(14) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(lo) Mr. Puspajit Banna, and 
(16) the mover. 
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with instructions to submit their report by March 1, 1942, the number 
of members forming the quorum Wing five. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a [mint of order, Sir. It is 
exactly with regard to a matter like this that Sir Nazimuddin raised 
his point a few minutes ago. May we submit tlmt in view of the 
objections raised, the other jH)rtion.s of the business relating to legis- 
lation be p(5stjK)ned and only such formal matters as would not recjuire 
any af>i)lication of tlie minds of the members of the House ])e piM)rpeded 
W'ith like the placing on the table the Motor Vehicles Rules, et(‘.y 


Mr. 8PEAKER: It is only a Select Committee matter at this stage. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Even then, we do not know what 
exactly the Bill is like, and whether the Select Committee is to be 
acceptable to the House or not. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: The present Government has decided that the 
J'inance Bill should be introduced and it is only a preliminary motion 
for reference to Select Committee. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is a Bill which was first framed 
by the previous Government and is likely to be accepted by the 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If the Opposition and thef Government agree. 

. K 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are you, Sir, taking it up thenP 

t 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 


5 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In that case we will have formally 
to oppose the procedure adopted. I would also refer you to the point 
raised by Sir Nazimuddin in this connection. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I must finish it today, because it has nothing to 
do with the main Finance Bill. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You can finish instead some other 
legislative measures. The question is whether it should be left to 
Government’s choice or whether it is a privilege of the House. Sir 
Nazimuddin has submitted that it has been all along the practice for 
the last 20 years that after the Budget is presented, no legislative work 
is taken up till the general discussion of the Budget so that members 
may be free to apply their minds to the Budget. You are permitting 
a deviation from that long established procedure. 

Mr. 8PEAKERS 1 am not permitting any deviation whatsoever. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN. You are, Sir, by taking up this Bill and 
referring it to a Select Ck)mmittee subjecting this House to a commit- 
ment of the principles underlying the Bill. 

The HOffl’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJ^E: Hr. Sanyal s 
proposition really depends on the main proposition raised by Sir 
Nazimuddin, the I^eader of the Opposition, namely, whether the House 
should now adjourn until the general discussion of the Budget takes 
place. So far us that matter is concerned it is the intention of Govern- 
ment that we should proceed with this formal business and finish it 
as eorly as possible. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I find in the notice given that there 
are two Bills which have oome as passed by the Council and under 
our rules these Bills must have precedence over any other Bills being 
introduced beoause those Bills^^ being at a stage farther tljan the new 
Bill, should be disposed of first. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I propose to take up the business of the House as 
proposed by Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, Sir, you cannot do that. TTie 
more mature Bills should be taken up first. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. So far as Government Bills are concerned, 
Government can take them up in any order they like. 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Dr. Syemaprasad Mocker jee that the 
Bengal Finance (Amendment) Bill, 1941, he referred to a Select 
Comraiftw consisting of — 

(h) Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan. 

(2) Mr. Syed Mu8taguw.s<il Haque, 

(3) Mttulvi Azhar Ali, 

(4) Mr. AtuI Krishna Ghose, 

(0) Maulvi Abu Hos.siiin Sarkar. 

(ti) Mr. Atul rhandm Sen, 

(7) Mr. Auirita liiil Mandal, 

(8) Mr. 1). N. Sen, 

(9) Mr. D. Gladding, 

(10) Mr. H. Rowan Hodge, 

(11) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aulad lloswiin Khan, 

(12) Mr. Mirza Abdul Hafiz, 

(Id) Maulvi Zahur Ahmed (dioudhury, 

(14) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(15) Mr. Puspajk Banna, and 

(16) the mover, 


with iuhtriKtions to .submit their report by March 1, 1942, the number 
of members forming the quorum being five, was then put and agreed 
to. 


Programnw of Butiims. 

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 take it that the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
Bill is a long Bill and it mnnot be taken up for the present. I should 
like to know*what is the purpose of this Bill? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALi KHAN: The 

operation of this Act extends for two yetfirs more. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Then there are only two short items before the 
general discussion of the Budget comes up : one is the supplementary 
demands and the other is the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Bill. Now 
comes up the question of adjustment as to whether the supplementary 
demands should be placed first to-morrow or the day after* 
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The Hoil’bla Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, my papers 
•re uni ready as rej^-ards the supplementary demands. So^far as I 
know you have fixed the election of the Deputy Speaker for dky after 
to-morrow. We can have both these items on that day. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I ihink we can have both the supplementary 
demand and the Agricultural Debtors Bill the day after to-morrow as 
well as the election of the Deputy Speaker. This Bill has been passed 
by the Council in exactly the same form in which we passed it except 
that the period of operation has been changed from “five” to “seven” 
years. I think it can be taken up to-day and finished in five minutes. 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: What we are now called on to do is 
creating a very dangerous precedent and I seriously say that during 
the last ‘.^0 yejirs this procedure has never been adopted. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Is there an> harm if we take up tlie Bengal Agri- 
cultural Debtors Bill to-day? It is after all a minor tiling. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. You can well see, Sir, that we winnot 
take up a Bill to which we have not yet applied our minds. We see 
no harm however in taking up a non-contentious matter. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou are staying .something contradictory to wdiat 
Sir Nazimuddin has said. Sir Nazimuddin says that it is creating a 
bad precedent. Therefore I was suggesting a date but you are protest- 
ing against something which I never s^iid. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y es, you are doing that. You did not hear me 
properly and I think .\ou were sleeping. 

1 suggest that wc take up after finishing the voting on the supple- 
mentary demands the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Bill on the 26th 
which will take only a few minutes. That means that for the 18th we 
hiive no work except the election of tlie Deputy Speaker. I think 
there is no technical difficulty to change the date fixed for the supple- 
mentary demands which depends on the discretion of His Excellency 
the Governor, if all .sections of the House agree and Government takes 
the responsibility. We need not then meet to-morrow but meet the 
dAy after to-morrow for the election of the Deputy Speaker and for the 
supplementary demand for which we get practically the whole day. 

The Hon’blt Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I think there 
will be no objection. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How can you change the pn)- 
gramm^lreadv fixed by the Governor? 

Th« Hofi’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERilEE: You leave 
that to us. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The jH)sition, therefore, is that with the ronseiit 
of all parties in the House it lias been siiy jested that we need not 
meet in the afternoon. There are certain stMdions, specially tlie 
European Group, ho are reai]\ in ditKcultie.s in view of the present 
emergent conditions under which they have to work 4ind the\ presented 
their jxjinl ot view. We aj^'reed l<» meet fivun !) t«o 12 in winter and 
ironi S to 12 in summer. Atter discussion with all partiivs we have 
come to the conclusi<in tliat tiu’ the time being we may meet at 8-dO, 
except day atter Ui-morrow when we meet at 9 o’clock for the election 
ot the l)eput\ Speaker at ten tinishing the businc'ss of the House — the 
jire.scMitat ion ot Supplenienta?'\ Demands. 

Therefore, the programme i.s that theie will he no meeting of the 
Assembly till we meet on the 2tMh except da\ after to-morrow when we 
meet at tl o'clock for the presemtation of the Supplemeutury Demands 
and the election of the Deputy Speaker. 

The II ouse stands adjourned till 9 a.m. day after to-morrow. 


Adjournmefit. 


Tlie Hou.se was accordingly adjourned at 5-5() p.nj. till 9 a.m. on 
AVednesday, the 18th February, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thk Asskmiily met iu the ' ‘Assembly House/’ Calcutta, on 
Wednesday, the 18th February, 1942, at 9 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haqub, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Ilon’ble Ministers and 200 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Demonstrators appointed under Agriculture Department since April, 

1938. 

•12. Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Will the Hon’blo Minister in 
char^re of the Agriculture and Induslries Department be pleased to 
state — ' • 

(a) how many demonstrators have been appointed in the Agricul- 
ture Department since 1st April, 1988; and 

(h) how many of them are — 

(i) Muslims, 

(//) Scheduled t'astes, and 
(Hi) Caste Hindus? 

MINI8TER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDU8TRIE8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwa|a Habibullab Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (a) 188. 

(h) (/) 100 . 

(li) 17. 

(Hi) 01; besides these, ten posts have been filled up by members of 
other minority communities. 

Rai 8ahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why the proportion of the Scheduled Castes has not 
been maintained? 
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The Hoffi’Me Nawab Khvvaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

I wan^otice. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’tle Minister 

be pleOvsed to state if it is a fact that he has counted minority community 
among the Scheduled Castes? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I want notice. 

Enquiry into the allegations against Polioe in Dinajpur. 

M3. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hoirble Minister in charge of the Home Department been drawn to 
the speech reganling liigh-handedness and vagaries of police in the 
Dinajpur district!^ (Pages 44 to 47 of the Assembly Proceetlings, 
Vol. LIX, No. 4.) 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
enquiry has been made into the allegations? 

(c) If the an.swer to {h) is in the affirmative, w’ill the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleu.sed to state the results thereof? 

{(h If no enijuiry has been made as yet, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleas{*il to stat(* the reason thereof? 

(c) In view of the remarks made by Mr. (I. B. Synge, i.c.s., the 
District and Session Judge of Dinajpur, referred to in the aforesaid 
speech, does the Hon’ble Minister contemplate making a sifting enquiry 
into the allegations? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) The enquiry reveiils that there were no excesses on the part of 
the police. 

{d } and (c; Do not arise. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to question (c), 
viz., “in view of the remark.s mmle by Mr. G. B. Synge, I.c.s., that 
the case w’as a fabricated one”, w’ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he thinks it desirable that there should be a further enquiry 
into the matter? 

Tlio Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I will look into the matter. 
As matter of fact I was dealing with the file only a few days ago amd 
I have not been able to go through the remarks. I shall let you know 
later on. 
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Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to slate wlio made the enquiry? 

The Hoif’We Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say off-hantl. 

Agricultural loan and gratuitous relief in certain districts. 

•14. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charj?e of the Heveiiiie Department be pleased to state what sums have 
been j^ranted during the eurrent tinaneial \ear as — 

(a) agricultural loan in the districts of lUirdwan, Hooghly, Midna- 
pore, Howrah, Dirbhum and Bankura; and 

{h) gratuitous relief ii» the districts of Bakarganj and Noakhali? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE, JUDICIAL and LEGIS- 
LATIVE DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): 

Rs. 


(a) Burdwan 

... 4,45,000 

Hooghly 

... 2,32,500 

Midnapore 

... 2,18,000 

Howrah 

...‘ 54,500 

Birbhum 

... 0,50,000 

Bankura 

... 4,00,000 

{h) Bakarganj 

... 4,13,300 

Noakhali 

... 2,25,000 


Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’lde Minister 1)€ pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that there has been any further requisition 
for gratuitous relief for the district of Noakhali? 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; 1 believe so. 

Pasture ground for grazing of cattle. 

•15. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI; {a) Is 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department 
aware of the agitation for reservation of pasture ground in the Khas- 
mahal area or reserved protected forest, Chittagong? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action he has taken in the matter? 
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MINISTER in chargi of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hsn’ble Mr. Upendra Nath Baiman): (a) Yes. 

(hj The member is referred <<> the reply given to portion {h) of his 
question No. of the last budget session. The grazing committee 
referred to therein has since been appointed; but they have not yet 
submitted their report. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister l>e 
pleased to .state when the (ommittee was appointed and when is it likely 
to submit its rejwrt ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: T cannot give the 
exact date as to when the committee was ap{)ointed but the c»)mniiit 06 
is nearing completion of ite work. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon ble Minister 
l>e pleased to state when the committee was ajyjminted 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already answered that. 


Prohibition in Chittagong. 

•16. Dr. SANAULLAH: (o) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Forest and •IvX(’ise Department Im* j)leaHed to state whether he 
contemjilates introduction of prohibition in the district (# Chittagong? 

(h) If so, when? 

(c) If the answer to (o) is in the negative, will the Hf)n’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

The Hon’bie Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: (o) Yes; imrtial 
prohibition in certain parts of the district. 

(b) From Ist April, 1942. 

(c) Does not arise, 

Enforcement of Shops and Establishment Act, 1940, in Chittagong. 

•17. Dr. SANAULLAH: tr/) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commerce and I>abuur Dejmrtnient be pleased to state whether 
the Shops and Establishment Act, 1940, would be enforced in the town 
of Chittagong in the near future? 

(b) If the answer to (r/) is in the affirmative, wdll the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the exact date of it.s enforcement? 

(c) If the answer to («) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 
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MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR and 
EDUCATION DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur |L Abdul 
Karim): (^/) The queRtion is under consideration. The opinion Jf local 
officers has als(i been invited. 

(b) and (c) The Act came into force only with effect from 1st April, 
1&41. We want to have some experience of the working of a measure 
of this kind, before it is decided to extend its application. Many 
questions and difficulties are constantly coming up for consideration 
and need elucidation. There is also the question of staff. Already a 
Chief Insj)ector and 12 InR])ertor8 have been ai)pointed for the 
administration of the Act in the Calcutta area ; some experience has 
been gained, and a further reorganisation is under consideration. 
The Act can be extended to other areas by notification, and we shall 
extend it as soon as it is clear that conditirms for such extension are 
suitable, and the machinery for the administration of the Act has been 
perfected, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; With reference to answers (b) 
and (c), will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state what conditions 
he considers desirable for extension of the operation of the Act in the 
district ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; That is also under 
consideration. * 

f 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In the answer it has been stated 
“we shall extend it as soon as it is clear that conditions for such exten- 
sion are suitable”. Will the Iloirble Minister be pleased to state what 
conditions he thinks suitable for the extension of the operation of the 
ActF 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am not prepared 
to express any opinion without considering all the matters. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; That is the Hon’bj^e Minister's 
reply, viz., “as soon as it is clear that conditions for such extension are 
suitable”. I want to know what conditions he thinks suitable? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I have nothing 
more to add. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: When the Ilon’ble Minister answered 
the question by saying “as soon as it is clear that the conditions are 
suitable”, he had nothing in mind as to which conditions are suitable 
and which are not. 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I cannot say that. 


Mr. SPEAKER: You can ask supplementary (piestion if you like. 

• 

Mrs. NELLIE SEN GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the 
fact that when I asked him as to when the Shop Assistants Bill would 
come into ojieration in Ohittagting^, a statement was made by the late 
Hon’ble Minister that he could not do anything in Chittagong until 
March, 1942, earliest? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I know that the 
Act will be gradually extended to (^hittagong and other places. 

Mr. BREAKER: The (luestion was: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
of the fact that the late Hon'ble Minister made a statement in the House 
to the effect that Chittagong would come under the o|>eration of this 
Act by March, 1942? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am not aware 

of that 1 Ma't not in tlic Assembly thmi. 1 shall look into it. 


Buffering of press employees from lead poisoning. 

•18. Mr, A. M. A, ZAMAN: (a) Is the Ilon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Onnmerce and Labour Department aware that many employees 
of the East India Printing Press, Baptist Mission Press, CaleMlonian 
Prc'^'-, I'Minburgh Press, Newman A Co. and Press, Thack(‘r Spink 
Company, Andrew Vnh* Company, City Pres.s, P. M. Bagcbi I^resfl, 
Mercantile Press, Calcutta Printing Company, Lalchand Press and 
Newspaper and other presses have been suffering from lead iioisoningP 

(/;) Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state wdiether Surgeons 
of the (iovernment Factories Department visited the abovementioned 
presses during the period from Septemlier, 1940, to October, 1941, to 
exaniine tlie jiersons suffering from lead poisoning? 

(r) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(L the names of the persons examined; and 
{?/) nature and re.sulls ot the examination? 

(d) If no one was examined, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reason thereof? 

The Hoii’bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) I am not 

aware of any cases of lead poisoning in printing presses. 
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(h) No visits were paid by the Certifying Surgeon of Factories to 
printing presses (other than the 'Government of Bengal Press awl the 
trovernment Secretariat Press) for the purposes of examining pei’sons 
with respect to lead poisoning. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) The necessity to examine f)rinting press workers for lead poison- 
ing was not a statutory duty until the advent of the new’ Bengal 
Factories Rules, 1940, i.e,, until October, 1940. The additional w’ork 
thus imposed on the Certifying SurgeoTi is exceedingly heavy and 
the rtjquisite arrangements and routi?u‘ are only now’ being established. 
Owing to the ])rotracted illness and subsequent leave and retirement 
early in Ai)ril last of the Certifying Surgeon, Dr. H. C. Pownes, it has 
not been possible to make a start with this work eailier, but 
Dr. 1 ’ownc's’ successor (Dr. A. IVodhan) has recentlv been a])pointed 
and the w’(»rk of examining printing ])ress employees for lead poison- 
ing will eommem'e. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hoidble Ministei be 
pleased to state whether there are any other w’ays of knowing the causes 
of lead poisoning? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister l)e 
pleased to state whether account has l)een taken of the number of cases 
of lead poisoning which the Workmen’s (iomi)en8ation Board has to 
deal with? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No such (uses 
have come to our notice. I want further notice almut this (juestion. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answ'er (a), 
will the Hon'ble Minister l>e pleased to state what steps have Wen taken 
to find out whether there are cases of lead poisoning in tb^ printing 
press ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No steps, as far 
as I am aware, except that the Surgeon visited only the Government 
and the Secretariat Press. No such cases w’ere reported to him. As 
a matter of fact no such cases were reported to us also. 

Mr. BIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any enquiry was made of the Labour Commissioner or 
the Factory In8i)ector to find out whether cases of lead poisoning were 
known to them or not P 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: None that I know 

of. 

\ 

SIBNATH BANERilEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider 
the desirability of finding out from the labour Commissioner, the Com- 
missioner for Workmen’s Compensation, Bengal, and the Factory Ins- 
pector how many cases have been either dealt with by them or reported 
to them during the period under reference? 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I shall make an 
enquir>\ 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether lead iX)i8oning is a fell disease? (Loud 
laughter.) 

(No answer.) 


Recruitment of Assistant Executive Engineers. 

•19. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
be pleased to stale, year hy year, the number (jf Assistant Executive 
Engineers in the Irrigation Branch directly recruited from (1) Hindus 
and (2) Muslims in MKIO, 1940 and 1941 up till now? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister consi<b*ring the desirability of recruit- 
ing more Assistant Executive Engineers directly in near future when 
required P 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): 

(n) Hb'lO — None. 

1940 — 2 Hindus; 2 Muslims. 

1941 — 2 Hindus; 1 Muslim. 

(b) Yes. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether during the period in (lue.stion any Assistant Executive 
Engineer has been recruited in the Public Works Branch? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Construction of a dam on Mrigi Khal between Khunnabazar and 
Fatiamari in Mymensingh. 

m Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Mymensingh): Will the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that crops of thousand bighas of cultivated 
lands are damaged every year by flood and water-hyacinth 
owing to the existence of Mrigi Khal passing between 
Khunna and Fatiamari and other villages of police-station 
Sherpiir of Jamaljmr subdivision in Mymensingh district; 
and 

(h) if the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government con- 
template the construction of a dam on the gaps of Mrigi 
Khal between Khunna Bazar and Fatiamari village to pre- 
vent water-hya(‘inth and flood entering into the crop fields? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: (a) No, excei)t in the 
old bed of the Mrigi Khal which is a spill channel of the Brahmaputra 
— the old bed having been prematurely brought under cultivation. 

(h) No, as it will prevent the natural reclamatioh of the low area 
by silt deposit and adversely affect i)ublic health and productivity of 
the soil. 

Re.exotvation of the Bemorta Khal and the Bhairab river. 

*21. Babu NAGENDRA NATH BEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
state the present stage of the re-excavation of the — 

(a) Bemorta Khal ; and ^ 

(h) the Bhairab river between Alipur and Jatrapur in the Khulna 
district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: (a) A scheme for the 
improvement of the Bemorta Khal has already been sanctioned. The 
work is to be started this cold weather. 

(h) The worst portions of the Bhairab river (now called the Alaijnir 
Khal) between Alaipur and Jatrapur, are being silt-cleared to a bed 
width of 9 feet with a view to improving the facilities for naviiration 
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by small boats. The work is nearing completion. The question of 
further improvement so as to provide facilities for navigation by bigger 
boats if under • onsideration. 

Babii MACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (a), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the scheme was sane* 
tioned ? 

The Hofi’bla Mr. 8HAM8UD0IN AHMED; I am sorry, Sir, I could 
not ffive the exact time. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the non’hle Minister be pleased 
to state what he means by “this cold weather”. 

The Hon'bla Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: This cold weather 
means this cold weather. 

Mr. BIBNATH BANERJEE: That is over. 

The Hon’Me Mr. SHAMBUDDIN AHMED: Not yet over. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (by 
where it is stated “fhe (juestion of further improvement so as to provido 
facilities for navigation by bigger boats is under consideration”, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state under whose consideration? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: T nder cf)iisideration 
of Government. 

Mr. H. Sh 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased' 
to fell us whether the work has been started at all ? 

The Hoq’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I could not tell you 
off-hand. 


Stifis against recurring of floods in West Bengal. 

•22. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKER4EA: (./) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state whether there had been during the months of Septem- 
ber, and October, 1941, floods in the districts of Burdwan, Hooghly,. 
Howrah, Midnapore and Bankura? 
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(/f) If 80, will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased" to state — 

(t) what ia the immediate cause of this flood in the respective dis- 
tricts ; and ' 

(it) what steps, if any, the Government propose to take in the 
matter ? 


The Hoffi’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: (a) Yes. 

(h) (i) The immediate cause was abnormally excessive rainfall, 
(u) Does not arise. 


Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: On a point of onler, Sir We 
seek your protection. Is this the way of answering questions'" When 
we want to know the cause of any flood, the Hon’ble Minister answers 
“due to excessive rainfall’’, as if in his opinion because it is due to rain- 
fall the flood cannot be checked or stf)])j)t*d, Hut w(‘ want to know . 


Mr. BREAKER: It is not a (juestion of order. Even if Government is 
entirely wrong in its view, I cannot help it. 


Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: We seek your protection. 

Mr. BREAKER: I cannot give you protection. There might l)e tw'o 
opinions on a fact. The Government view may be entirely wrong. It 
may l>e something more than that. But so long as an answer is there I 
cannot step in and say that the Government is right or wToug. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: If there is evasiveness on the 
part of Government, do you think that it is the Speaker’s duty to clarify 
the situation? 

Mr. BREAKER: The memWrs can put supplementary questions. 

Brijut MANINDRA BHUBAN BINHA: With reference to answer 
(b), will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the river ia not able to drain away the water because it has silted 
up and whether that is not the main reason why floods have occurred ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I am ^ing thorough 
the whole irrigation work and I have asked the Executive Engineers 
to supply me with facts as to how the work should be taken up. I am 
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not going to give any evasive reply. I am not responsible for what was 
done in the past, but so far as the future is concerned, I shall place 

before the House the plan of (he Irrigation Department as a whole. 

« 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With refennue to answer 
(h) (it), will the lloirble Mini.ster he pleased to stale whether he lueaiia 
that no jxissihle steps could ho taken hy Government P 


The Hofl’ble Mr, 8HAMSUDOIN AHMED: We have noi heen aide 
to find any means hy which excessive rainfall can he stopped. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (’annot the flfHxl he stopped hy 
draina)?e so that the cr()])s may not he damap'od!^ 

(Many menil)er8 stixid up and hegun to put questions simultane^ 
ously.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, if half a dozen memhers ask questions 
simultaneously, how is it possible for me to control the House or to 
g'ive instructions? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 was emjuirlng* w^hether it was 
possible by means of drainage or some other kind of irrigation project 
to stop the damage to croj)s, e\en if there was excessive rainfall. That 
was my question. 

Mr, BREAKER: Even if rainfall could not he stopjx'd! 

Tha Hon’blo Mr, 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Government will 
certainly con.sider how best to stop the damage to crops. 

Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Will the llon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state whether Government projMise to undertake any compre- 
hensive scheme to stop the flood ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The question has 
already been answered. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state when he proposes to make a statement on the subject? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; When the Irrigation 
Budget comes before the House I shall make a full statement. 

6 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(anfwert to which were laid on the taUe) 

Maintenance of Communal Ratio Rules in Provincial 4uiltoial Service. 

12. Mr. DH AN AN JOY ROY: (a) Will the Hon^ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial Department be jJeased to state — 

(i) how many appointments are likely to be made in the 

Provincial Judicial Service this year; and 

(ii) whether the said appointments will be made on Communal 

Ratio Rules? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he jdeased to state the number to l)e recTuited from the 
Scheduled Castes? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state the numl)er of 
Scheduled Caste candidates seeking interviews before the Public 
Service Commission ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) (/) d8. 

(n) Yes. 

(h) The number will be 15 per cent, oi the total numl}er of recruit- 
ment provided (iualifie<l candidates are available. 

{(') Jly the courtesy of the I’ublic Service Commission I am able to 
say tliat ahogetber 24 candidates applied from the Scheduled Caste 
community and of these ten were actually interview'ed. 

Babu KBHETRA NATH 8INCHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is willing to delete the old 
hackneyed w'ords “provided (qualified candidates are available’’? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: No Govern, 
meat, whether the present Government or the Government it has 
succtHHled, can make a pernicious rule, but so far as this rule is con- 
cerned, it is embodied in the communal ratio rules: and whether or 
not the communal ratio rules will be altered is a question not entirely 
for the Government but for the Legislature and the country as well. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a) {ii) 
“Yes’’, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the old communal 
ratio rules which were not placed before the Tjegislature but framed by 
the then Government are to be followed in this case or any new’ com- 
munal ratio rules that the Legi.slature will have a right and oppor- 
tunity . 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry to say that this supplementary question 
does not fall within the department of the Minister concerned. Hie 
department is bound to carry out the rules which have been framed by 
another department of Government. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a i^unt of order. Sir. The 
Hon’ble Minivster has just now ^nven us a homily on the position of the 
cominuiial ratio rules and it is only as a sequel to that observation that 
I have asked this question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I realise that, but the Hon’ble Minister is not com- 
petent to answer it. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Jlon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in the application of the communal ratio rules 
the department of whicli he has pot the charpe at the jiresent moment is 
poinp to follow the position that it suitable Scheduled (Vmte candi<latefl 
an* not forthcominp in Henpal candidates from outside H(*npal will be 
imported ? 

The Hon’hle Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: We will not 

allov S( he<luled (’aste candidates from outsidi* llenpal to be imported. 

Rai Sahib ANl>KUL CHANDRA DAS: Amonpst the Scheduled 
(’aste candidal(*s liow many have been recommended by the Publii^ 
Service ( 'ommission ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: As the matter 
i.s now under consideration, I shall not at this stape lie in u position to 
pive a rejdy. 

Mr. NARENORA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTY: 

qurtlifiofl^i]^' question 
^ScIkmIuIc C.isUisij^ que.stion 

V 

Mr. SPEAKER: That ijuestiim <loes not arise. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Tfon'ble Minister lx* pleased to 
state whether Government is coiitemplatinp any change in the communal 
ratio rules so as to remove the word “qualified” from those rules? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Mr* FAZLUR RAHMAN. I submit that it can arise in this way. 
An honourable mem}>er has put a supplementary question to the Hon’ble 
Minister enquiring whether the word ‘‘qualified” which was introduced 
by the previous Government should be retained in the anjswer. The 
Hon'blc Minister at that stage replied that it was a matter for the 
Legislature. Subsequently, however, it has appeared that it is a matter 
absolutely for the Government and my (luestion is whether Government 
is contemplating removing the word “qualified” from the rules l>ecause 
that is within the jurisdiction of Governmeni. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is a (jnestion which conceins all the depart- 
ments of Government and can he answered })y the TTon’hle the ('hief 
Minister. The only answer that the Ilon’hle Minister at present con- 
(;erned can give must relate to his own department. I suggest that the 
present supplementary question be tabled as a fresh (juestion notice of 
which should l)e given to the Minister in charge of the communal ratio 
rules. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, my point is whether the Ilon’ble 
Minister concerned is going to recommend to the Govennnent as a whole 
to change the word “qualified” with a view to deleting it from the com- 
munal ratio rules 

(No rejdy.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; On a j.oint of order. Sir. You have 
just observed that that should be addressed to the Chief Minister. Am 
I right in taking that the (diief Minister would not be th(‘ ])rojK'r person 
because it is the Finance Minister who is connected with such matter? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid. Dr. Snnyal, you did not hear me. 
What 1 said is that if any answer lias to lie given by (o)vernment as a 
whole it has to Ix' given by the (Miief Minister unless there is depart- 
mental distribution in which case the Minister concerned can reply on 
liehulf of Government. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon bl^ Minister be 
pleUwsed to state if he is going to appoint an un(|ualified (*andidate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: No, Sir. 

Mr. RABIK LAL BISWAS: ^ 

C^I 'T'fWJT Candidate interview Call 

requisite qualification ^ ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please. Who interviewed? 
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Mr/ SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e 
pleased to consider the desirability of taking in Scheduled Caste candi- 
dates when they are educationally qualified but are disqualified by reason 
of overape? 

The Hoti’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The question 
of overage was considered by the past Government and in certain cases 
condonation of age was allowed. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in this case the applicants who were not granted 
inter\iew8 were considered to be disqualified simply because of their 
overage to the extent of three or four years? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He cannot answer that question. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: ^ ^ ftr 

f%f^ C’andidato interviowiT ^ Call 

requisite qualificatioit fV ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Will the Hon hle Minister lye 
pleased to state if the present Government is considering (he desirability 
of compensating the sin of the jms( Government by promoting a relation 
of Mr. Pramatha Kanjan Thakur? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question docs not arise. 

Agriciilturai loan to Mulagram Union Board, Kasha, Tippora. 

13. Mr. MAQBUL HOSAIN: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Dejmrtnient he pleased to state whether he has 
recently received any iH?titi{)n fiom the inhahi^ants of No. 1 Mulagram 
Union Board, police-station Kasha, Tippera, for grant of relief and 
agricultural loans? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, wdll the Jlon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action do the Government contem- 
plate to take in the matter? 
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(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware— 

(i) that the said union is the most low-lying place in the thana; 

(n) that the standing crops have failed thia year ; and 

(m) that the people of the area are in acute distress ? 

(el) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps do the Government propose 
taking for giving relief to the people till the next harvesting season P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) A petition 
was received from certain villagers of village Kasba, police-station 
Kasha. 

(1)) A report has been called for from the Collector of Tippera. 

(c) (/) Some of the villages in the union are low-lying. 

(n) Jute and am crops of those villages have failed, and aman 
paddy has l)een damaged to the extent of 51) per cent. 

(ii/) The distress has been relieved to a great extent. 

(el) Siejys have already been taken for relief by distribution of 
agricultural loans, crop loans and gratuitous relief, and by organising 
paddy-husking. Test relief works will also be started shortly. The 
following amounts have been distributed in the union for the above- 
mentioned purposes : — 

Ks. 


Agricultural loan 

... 2,470 

Crop loan 

... 734 

Gratuitous relief 

30 

Paddy husking 

400 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAS Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what is the number of inhabitants in tjie Mulagram 
Union P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I cannot 
say off-hand. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to stale whether there are about 20 villages in that area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am not 

aware of that. I will make an enquiry. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to make an enquiry immediately because unless a further 
loan is given 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. No argument please. 

Distress in Cox’s Baxar, Chittagong, due to flood. 

14. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Revenue I)ef)ai-tment aware — 

(i) that in the montli of Ashar last heavy flood devastated the Cox’i 
Bazar subdivision of the Chittagong district; 

(/i) that it has rendered thousands of people homeless; and 

(Hi) that acute distress is prevailing in the locality? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the numWr of such homeless families; 

(ti) what steps have been taken for their relief; and 

(in) how many acres of land have become unfit for cultivation due 
to the flood in the Chakaria thana of the said subdivision? 

(c) Do the Oo^iernment contemplate the remission of revenue in 
case (»f the lands which have become uncultivable in the Chakaria 
thana ? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (n) (i) Heavy 
rainfall in conjunction wdth high tides caused floods which affected 
some unions of the Cox's Bazar subdivision. 

(li) and (h) (i) doO houses were washed away. 

(ill) There is some distress. 

(h) (n) Agricultural loans and crop loans have been distributed in 
the area. Gratuitous relief will also be given. 

(in) Th^ exact area is not yet known, but the area is small. 

(c) AVhere necessary, remission will be granted according to the 
rules. 

Number of girl students in colleges, 

15. . Msuivi IDRIS AHMED MIA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Dejwrtment l>e pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing sejiarately the number of — 

(1) Muslim girls, 

(2) Caste Hindu girls. 
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(3) Scheduled Caste girls, 

(4) Christian girls, and 

(5) girls lielonging to other caste or creed at present reading in — 

(1) (?) Government colleges affiliated up to the B.A. 
standard, 

(ii) private colleges affiliated up to the B.A. standard, 
and 

(2) (?) Government colleges affiliated up to the I. A. 
standard, 

(ii) private colleges affiliated up to the I. A. standard, 

(Hi) Government Islamic colleges affiliated up to the LA. 
standard, and 

(iv) private Islamic colleges affiliated up to the LA. 
standard ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: A statement is 
laid on the Table. 


Statement referred to in reply to unstarred question No. 15. 



Muslim 

girls. 

Caste 

Hmdu 

girls. 

Scheduled 

Caste 

girls. 

Christian 

girls. 

Girls 

belonging 
to other 
caste or 
creed. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

(1) (*) Government colleges 
afniiated up to the 
B.A. standard. 

29 

361 

1 

14 

3 

(ti) Private colleges 

affiliated up to B.A. 
standard. 

41 

1,417 

16 

163 

43 

(2) («) Oovemniont colleges 
afTil atoil up to I. A. 
standard. 

79 

30 


6 


(u) Private colleges 

affiliated up to l.A. 
standard. 

3 

310 

5 

13 

1 

(in) Government Islamic 
colleges affiliated up 
to l.A. standard. 






(<V) Private Islamic 

colleges affiliated up 
to l.A. standard. 

! 


I 
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Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why there are no pupils reading in Islamic Intermediate 
college, both Government and private? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How can he answer that question? 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, my point is whether they 
are undesirable or there is any bar. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It does not arise. 

Appointment of clerks for settlement operation. 

16. Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in cliarge of the llevenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i) how many clerks were apiMiinted in the Settlement l>e|)art- 
ment during the year llMtMl ; 

(it) how' many of them are — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Scheduled Castes, and 

(3) Muslims; 

(ill) how many of them were ai)jK)inted — 

(1) JLs jKiid clerks on a iii(»nthly jwiy, and 

(2) on the basis of a contract system; and 

(//•) what is the number of establishment clerks in the said depart- 
ment ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (/) 1,193. 


(n) (1) Caste Hindus and other <ommunities ... 628 

(2) *Sclieduled Ca.stes ... 74 

(3) Muslims ... 591 

Total ... 1,193 

(1) 747 and (2) 440. 

(iv) Number of establishment clerks — 30. 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN; With reference to answer 
(i»‘)(l), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
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communal ratio has been maintained in the total number of 747 paid 
clerks on monthly pay or the ratio has been maintained in the 
appointmet of clerks on monthly pay and the clerks appointed on 
contract system? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry you have to put another question. 
The question of communal ratio or anything about that is not the 
subject matter of this question. 

Appointment of draftsmen for settlement operation. 

17. Mr, UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the llevenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how many draftsmen were appointed in the Settlement Depart- 

ment during the year 1940-41 ; and 

(h) how many of them are — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Scheduled Castes, and 

(3) Muslims? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) 33. 

(b) (1) Caste Hindus — 17. • 

(2) Scheduled Castes — Nil*. 

(3) Muslims — 16. 

*The ]) 08 t 8 require technical qualifications. No Scheduled Caste 
candidate with the requisite qualifications was found. The persons 
appointed as draftsmen were previously discharged for want of work. 

Electrification of Government buildings at Malda. 

18. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state — 

(t) what is the amount sanctioned for electrification of Govern- 
ment buildings in the Rajshahi Division ; 

(ii) what is the amount sanctioned for the district of Malda in the 
last budget; and 

(i/i) whether any work has been taken up in the district of Malda? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (ni) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister l)e pleased to state whether the work in the Malda district is 
likely to be taken up before March, 1942? 



1942.] QUESTIONS. 75 

The Hotflile Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: (a) (t) R8.50402. 

(it) R8.11,566. 

(til) No. 

{h) No, unless the schemes are found to be very urgent. 

Repair of ilafnalpur-8herpiir Road in Mymensingh. 

19. Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN (Mymensingh): Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state — 

(t) whether the Jamalpur-Sherpur Road (a district board road 
running from Pakshimari ghat to Sherpur town) is a most 
important road of the district of Mymensingh both on jX)int 
of administration and trade communication and whether it 
is a fact that this road is the gateway of half the subdivision 
of Jamalpur and some portion of Assam having no railway 
communication in the area; 

(«) whether it is a fact that owing to the heavy liabilities and 
want of sufficient funds of the District Board of Mymensingh 
the local contractors of Jamalpur subdivision have given up 
altogether the execution of even annual repairing of the 
above road and as a result this road has become almost 
impassable ; and 

{Hi) whether Government having regard to the importance of the 
road, proposes to take up immediately the re8|K)nsibility of 
the annual repairing of the road to keep the road i>a8sable 
for all time to come and to avoid such crisis in future? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; (i) The road from 
Jamalpur to Sherpur is a part of a district main road included in 
Mr. King's Report and is not of Pn»vincial importance. 

(n) I liave no information. 

{Hi) No. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY. With reference to answer (i), 
will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to tell this House whether the 
road is still under the management of the District Board of Mymensingh 
before the King’s scheme comes into operation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: It is still a District - 
Board road. 
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Mr. CHARU CHAMDRA ^ROY: the IHstriet Board is taking 

no step with regard to such an important road, will Government please 
remind the District Board of its duty? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

* Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, my question is whether, in 
view of the fact that owing to the heavy liabilities and want of 
sufficient funds the District Board is not doing anything and in view 
of the fact that Government admits that this is an important road of 
the district, Government will take any action. 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: Members of the 
District Board may move a vote of censure and then Government will 
take action. 

Bridges in Assam-Bengal Railway embankment. 

20. Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department aware — 

(/) that in the rainy season strong current of water coming from 
Tippera hill has been damaging the crops of Gopinathuur, 
Moniondha, Mogra and Akhaiira Unions under police-station 
Kasha, in the district of Tippera; 

(ii) that there are not sufficient number of bridges on the Assam- 
Bengal Railway embankment to drain out the water; and 

(m) that the people of the said area have represented to the Railway 
authorities the necessity of construction of more bridges ?n 
the Assam-Bengal Railway embankment? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what steps do the 
Government propose to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: (a) (i) I am informed 
that damage was caused to the crops of the lowlying areas in some of 
these unions during the last flood. Such damages are not frequent. 

(ii) The (piestion of the ademiacy or otherwise of the existing water- 
ways in the Assam-Bengal Railway line in the locality is under 
investigation by the experts of Government. 

{Hi) Yes. 

(b) The action to be taken depends on the result of the investigation 
referred to in clause (n) above. 
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Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please tell us when the representation by the people of the locality was 

made and when the investigation was carried out? 

# 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: 1 am sorry I cannot 
give the exact time. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to <(*11 us when the investigation is likely to be completed P 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UD0IN AHMED: 1 will try to 
expedite the matter. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Is tlie Hon’ble Minister aware that 
there is no longer any raihva\ called the ‘'Assam-Hengal Kailway” ^ 
(Mr. Speaker called the next (jnestion.) 


Admission into the Kharagpur Bengal-Nagpur Railway High English 

8chool. 

21. Mr. KRI8HNA PRA8AD MONDAL: Will the llon’blc 
Mini.ster in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 

• 

(o) whether Kharagpur Hengal-Nagpur Railway High English 
School in the district of Midiiapore gets any monthly grant- 
in-aid iroiii (iovernment ; and 

(h) whether (hildreii other than that of the employees of Hengal- 
Nugjfur Railway are admitted into the said school P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: («) Yes. 

{()) Ves; t)\it preference Ls given to the children of the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway emplovees. 

Mr. NIXUNJA BEHARY MAITI: \\ ith reference to answer (h), 
will the Hou’ble Mini.ster be pleased to state the percentage of boys 
between the different sets of people? 


The Hon’blo Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: TJ,ere are 
l,]a5 j-ailway empIoyee.s’ children and w'ards as against 100 outsiders. 
The honourable member can work out the percentage. 

Mr. NIKUNdA BEHARY MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the amount of grant-in-aid that is paid to the school? 
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The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Rs. 950 per 

month. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the total expenditure of 
the school? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; That I cannot 
tell off-hand. 

Government grant to Bathuajani Primary Girls’ 8chool in Tangail, 
Mymonsingh. 

22. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the 
lion ’hie Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that a petition for (Government grant to the Bathuajani Primary 
(Girls’ School in village Bathuajani. police-station Tangail, 
district Mymensingli, from its Secretary was submitted last 
year to the Sub-Inspector of Schools, Tangail; 

(ii) that in this connection the Divisional and District Inspectresses 
of Girls’ Schools along with the Sub-Inspector of Schools, 
Tangail, visited the said girls’ school; and 

(rii) that they recommended a (Government grant? 

( 

(h) Is the lltui’hle Minister aware that it being the only girls’ 
school in the locality is attended by a large number of girls? 

(r) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon ’hie Minister 
considering the desirability of sanctioning a Government grant to the 
said girls’ school? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) (i) and (in) 
No. 

(n) The Assistant Inspectress of Schools, Dacca Division, Mymen- 
singh, alone visited the school in the course of her tour in the Tangail 
subdivision. * 

(h) Only 59 girls of whom 44 are in class I, attend the school. 

(r) The case will receive consideration of the District School Board 
along with such other cases in due course. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I draw 
your attention to the adjournment motion regarding the internment 
of Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee of which I gave notice? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry 1 find that it is a yery complicated 
matter. It is connected with several other matters particularly in 
connection w'ith the report of the Committee of Privilejfes. That 
matter! has not been disposed of by Government. I am personally 
looking’ into the whole (jnestion because I feel for several reasons that 
a question like this ought to be settled on a definite principle. In 
the meantime, I am proposing to address the Government again as to 
what they propose to do with regard to the report of the Committee of 
Privileges. Therefore, I suggt'st that the matter may for the time 
being stand over. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I am thankful to you for the 
assurance given. Wrmld you kindly put in your letter to the Govtu-n- 
ment a particular date hy which a reply should be given, failing which 
th is adjournment motion may he taken up? 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I find that the ex-Hon’hle 
Mr. Suhrawardx has something with him — it may lie u binocular, it 
may Ik* a cann'ra or it may he revolver. May we know what it is? 

Petrol rationing and Assembly Department 8taff. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order please. There are certain matters which 
concern the House. • U it the wish of the Houw that 1 should take 
them up now or after the election of the Deputy Speaker? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: These may he taken up now. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may rememher that the House discussed the 
question ot the ditficulties of the uiemhers, specially during the 
Assemhlx session, about petrol rationing. After that I have been 
taking intormation and J got intormation recently that the Government 
of India have permitted a certain (luantity of petrol for every member 
attending Assembly sittings or committee sittings. I siuit a wire and 
I got the rejily iJiat half a gallon of petrol pei memb<‘r per day for 
each Assembly and committee .sitting is permitted. I am drawing the 
attention of the (hnwmiwni to that fact and I do hope that (iovern- 
ment will be please.l to come to a decision on this matter at an early 
date. 

Then ther«- is another matter. (l am in frightful difficulty ho far 
as the .\.ssembly Department offi.'o in <<meerne.I. It is not neoessarv 

thoutfht that the First Assi.stant Secretary should be transferred 
He was tn entire charge not only of the technical section but also of 
the A. R. 1 . sectton. In facf, by an arrangement between this 
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Department, the Council Department and the Legislative Department 
and for all these departments he was in charge of A. R. P. Somehow 
or other that transfer had to take place and the First Assistant 
Secr#tar>' had to be relieved almost peremptorily on the 15th January 



The Second Assistant Secretary had been overvvorked and in spite 
of the best efforts he could not get any leave in 1041. He wanted 
leave, but the exigencies of our Wjj^k were such tliat we could not 
allow him any leave, (^riiis year wantjpd lca.yg, and J jc^puiniended 
it, but it was turned do^7Tn)v Government for the reason that the. 
First Assistant Secretary was going away. We are without the First; 
Assistant Secndary and the Sei’ond As.sistant Secretary and things' 
have (;ome to such a pass that there is ])ractically a breakdown and it 
is impossible for us to manage except under limited circumstances.^ 
The only way in which we can manage, at least so far as travelling 
allowance and other allowance hills are com'erned, is passing of these 
bilk only once a month ; otherwise w'ith our jiresent staff it is not 
possible to manage. I am reporting this matter to the membei's so 
that they may do whatever they like. ^ 

^ Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we are deeply 
concerned to know that there is a <*ertain aTiiount of difficulty in your 
office. We were given to understand by certain members of (lovern- 
inent that you yourself were pleased to agree to the proposal of taking 
away the First Assistant Secretary. Sir, we also felt that there would 
he difficulty in the administration of the office, but that officer was 
due to get a certain amount of consideration from Government and 
from yourself, Sir, which he did not get and I find that that officer 
has to-day been made an officiating District Judge. If it was the 
position that he was one of tlie most useful members of your staff it 
was only fair tliat (rovernment aid your de])artment would make some 
(•(Uisideration for him. In these circumstances, we on this side of the 
Opposition would not like any inconvenience to be caused to the 
members and we would expect Government to see that your office is 
properly staffed and if inefficient members have got to bo weeded out 
to make room for efficient men, that measure will have to be taken for 
the efficient working of your office. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I may ^ go on further. I have tremendous 
difficulties. My first difficulty is that the pay of the Assembly etaff 
is on a lower scale than tliat of the Secretariat staff and the result 
lias been that we train our men and then they are best qualified and get 
better pay. In fact, a man for wffiom I could not get Rs. 10 extra 
is now holding a gazetted jttifet in a technical capacity. I may point 
mi that the Assembly staff is overworked, but I have not been able 
to do anything for them. So far as the First Assistant Secretary is 
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concerned, I have been all along of opinion that a technical post like 
this «ihould not be the subject-matter of any transfer ordinarily. 
Alter all, l*arliainent can 1 unction only if there is continuity of policy 
and c4utiuuity of work. 

1 niny tell the House that when 1 had to take the First Assistant 
Secretary 1 had to take him without (loverumeiit orders even. It 
was hy telephone talk that he was taken, because there was nohmly 
availaiiJe. and ( roveninieiit were aware of that tact. Theralter 1 
rcjircvcntcd Mo < io\einnu*iit that as h‘> is a iiienihcr o{ tin* Judicial 
Sei \ i(a\ he ou^^lit to h.i\c the advantage ol the j)ay to wliicli 

1j«* would )]a\i‘ been <‘ntitlcd li.id he loinained in the Judicial Service. 
The ni](‘s w iiu h arc apjilKahIc to ccitain siowiccs ouj^rlit to he apjilicuhle 
to the inenihcrs ot the Ju<licial Scr\ict‘ who arc in our dcjiartinent. 

'Iht'ii' ;irt‘ '.(ocral other matters I'loni Dcccinbi'r last I had no 
o|!;er altci n.it j\ e but to leave (his in.ittcr cntiiadv to their dt'cision 
wiilmut ;.;i\in;^ an\ opinion troin me. it lus dejiaitnu'iit is treated in 
ibis wa\ It Is im use a>kinii for Speakei's views ^iboiit administrative 
niatlets Let (be (iovernineiit do wlial lies m (heir power. Thai 
the atfilnde w}ii< h I had to take* with leeaid lo this easi*. Thus W'hen 
( io\ (‘in iin-n t asked me as to who should he aj>pointed as hirst Assistant 
Seiietarv, 1 letiised to pass an\ opinion, hia-ause our ))r(*vious First 
.\ssistant .S(‘(retai\ was transferred without my eonsent. 

These an* th(‘ ( ireuiiistances which 1 am explaining. ] w'ould not 
ha\(‘ said all this but for the iiu t that very soon I have to leav(* yoy 
ull. 1 do not know \\helh(*r I shall lu* aide to see you again. 1 have 
been in (liar^e of this dejiarlnieiit and liave tried my level Ix'st to 
maintain the pieMipe and dignity (d the House. I do hojie (hut thd 
(’in(‘f Minister and tin* otlier Ministers wdll see that I may not have, 
to leave a legacy vvlinh may place this department in a difficult 
jaisition. ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May we suggest that the matter 
should he referred (o the (hunmittee of Frivilt'gmg (liaughter.) 

Mr. SIBJIATH BANERJEE: lad us also think ahoni tlie menial 
staff. They have to work something* like Hi hours a day. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I wmuld also lijie to say that the prottent A. R, P. 
arrangement in thi.s House is not at all satisfactory. * * 

Tho' Hon*bl6 Mr. A. K* FAZLUL HUQ* I wish to make a 
statement regarding the remarks that have fallen from the Chair. 
Before I do so I would be very grateful Tf you will please let me know 
when these defects took place which gave rise to this unfortunate 
situation. Was it before 17th December? 

7 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. The final decision of Government was 
probably before that. The actual order was passed later on. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Not by this Govertment 
but by Government which 

(Ijf)ud uproar.) 

May I be allowed to make a statement? 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN! : What was the responsibility of the 
Chief Minister, then, Sir? 

(Loud uproar.) 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: It was the 

duty of the Home Department. 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: But he was Chief Minister all through. 

The Hcfl'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The matter never came 
before the Cabinet, 

(Uproar.) 

1 did not even finish my sentence, but I find that my remarks were 
so pungent that they drew all sorts of incongruous processes from 
people who know nothing about the administration. I am extremely 
sorry that the old Government have left us a legacy of all these 
irregular'' doings. (Ivoud uproar.) 

Mrb H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: This is a very important matter 

(Uproar from all sides of the House.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If you like you can give notice of a relevant 
motion. The House will now take up supplementary demands. 


Supplementary Demands for 1941-42. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: Sir, I beg to 
present before the House the Supplementary Statement of Lxpenditure 
for th^i current year. The total covered by the estimate is 
Its. 2, *'10,44,000, out of which Rs. 2,75,000 is charged and the balance 
voted. 

^ About this time last year, during the general discussion of the 
Budget, it was urged by soipke honoiirnble members that, in view of 
the prevailing financial stringency, additional expei\diture should be 
avoided in 1941-42 and that if any urgent necessity for additional 
expenditure did arise, supplementary estimates should be placed before 
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the Legislature without loss of time. The late Finance Minister gave 
an assurance that Government would not embark on any large commit- 
ments without previously obtaining the sanction of the liogislature. 
Unforlunately, this assurance could not he implemented. In view of 
unexpected developments both at home and abroad the late Government 
had to undertake very heavy commitments without securing the prior 
assent of the Ivogislature. An iilea, however, of some of the unbudgeted 
liabilities in the current year was furnished by the late Finance 
Minister when introducing the Bengal Paw Jute Taxation Hill in the 
July session of the Assembly. The enumeration of unbudgeted 
liabilities given at that time was necessarily skettdiy and far from 
complete. No reference was made by him to expenditure on A. R. P. 
and allied emergency measures which were then being un(h*rtaken. 
But even if the enumeration had been exhaustive, it is only fair for 
me to add that it would have been but a poor substitute for the 
normal procedure (»utlim‘d in the Act for obtaining the assent of the 
ITou8(* to additional supplies. 1 am not here to justify the delay in 
presenting th(‘ Supjilemcniarv Demand^^on the jiart of the past Govern- 
ment, but I must ask the Hcmse to realise that the times through 
which we an* mnv pas>ing are far fnun normal. In the swift ofirush 
of events the anticipations of to-day are ver\ often belied by ilu* 
devel(»pm(‘nts of to-morrow and (b'cisions have be made and emergent 
expenditure undertaken at \a*rv sii(>rt notice. It may not be ahvays 
possible in these circumstances to seek the ]>rior concurrence of the* 
Ix^gislature to schemes of new expenditure, but 1 can as-sure the Ilouse 
that every attempt will be made to approach it in good time for 
additional supplies and not to allow* unsanctioned liabilities to 
accumulate up to the very end of the financial year. 

liet me now turn to the details of the estimate. Gut of the total 
demand of 2 crores 39 lakhs, over 99 lakhs is on account of loans to 
agriculturists. The House is already aw*are of the circumstances 
under which distribution of agricultural loans on an unusually heavy 
scale had to be undertaken in the current year. Given favourable cro]) 
conditions these loans are expected to be recovered in the course of 
two years. * 

The other demands included in the Supplementary may now be 
considered. 

By far the largest of these items, amounting to nearly 71 lakhs, 
relates to emergency measures of Civil Defence. In my Budget 
Statement yesterday I set forth the salient features of our Scheme of 
Civil Defence as w*ell as of the new Agreement made wdth the Centre 
for the allocation of financial responsibility in regard to it. I will 
not tnx the patience of the House by repeating these details but will 
merely point out thht tlie extra 71 lakhs included in the Supplementary 
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is merely the Provincial share of the total additional cost of Civil 
Defence measures. I now pass on to some of the other important 
items. 

An expenditure of nearly 28 lakhs over and above* the feudget 
provision is involved in the* relief of distress brought about by floods, 
drought and other natural ealaiiiities. ^ little over 12^ lakhs is 
required under “Police” for the expjinsion of the Civic Guard organi- 
safion Jind the employment of emergency stall' for the maintenance 
of infernal security in tin; abnornial situation created by the AVar. 
Und(‘r “Agriculture” the original provision of 22 lakhs for the 
regulation of jute cultivation has to be suj)])]emeiited by a little over 
10] laklis, th(? iictual «‘ONt of checking' and licensing work has ])roved 
to be greatly in excess of the original estimate. The demand of about 

lakhs under ‘Mails” has been necessitated mainly by an increase in 
the number of jirisoners and in tlie price of food-grains. Under 
“Lund lleviMiue” an additional 8} lakhs is required mainly as a result 
of the (‘iihanced cost of settlement opiual loii^ in Bakarg-anj and 
fkirldpur. Th(‘ demand of alxnit 2v lakhs undei “Olher Taxes and 
Duties” is lor the administration of the Sab\s Tax \Nhich came into 
o])c!ation alO’r the Iludg(‘t was ])assed 'I'he I'Xcess of muirly 2 lakhs 
und(‘r “Miscellaneous” is due mainly to payment of gratuitous relict 
tn sutVeri-rs from comnfimal riots in tin* district of Dacca. 

The demands under tlie remaining heads ai(‘ comjiarat ively small. 
Alost of thest> relate to obligatoiv itmns of exiiendit uie. Thus the 
demand undei’ “Stamps” is due to laigtu’ discount payable to vendoi’s 
as a Jesuit of increasial sale of non-iudicial stunqis. 'Jdie (*xcess undei’ 
“Inti'i’est on Debt and othiu' (d)ligat ions” arises irom additional 
borrowing which had to be undeitaken for ways’und means ])ur])oses. 
And finally the excess under “( ’ommutation of Pensions” is due to an 
unexpected increase in the number-of cases i* which commutation o1 
pension is obligatory on the part of (lovernment. 

One more item and I have done. This relates to the extra demand 
of 08 thou.saml ruju'cs under “Oinchona”. As a shortage of chemicals 
and pju'king materials is appreheinhul, it was considered advisable to 
lay by a reserve of these materials so that the work of ])ioduction and 
distrihution of '(luinine may proceed without interruption. The 
additional expenditure was necessitated mainly by this ineuvsure of 
precaution. ^ 

The reasons for til the demands presented to the Ho^^se have been 
|et forth in the' Explanatory' Memorandum |aid will be gone into 
more f|dly by the Hon’ble Ministers concerned when these demands 
■ are moved. 

‘ Mr.^NIKUNJA BEHARI HAITI: Will tlte Hon’ble Minuter be 
pleased to distribute copies of bis statOment stmongst the members? 
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The Hon'ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AO MOOKERJEE: It is being eir- 
ciliated. 

Dr/ NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, my .submission i.s that tbe 
SupplerneiUiiry covers a very wide ground covering al out 

I?s. lalxlis aiol only one^day (‘-/Olli Feliruary) has heen allotted for 
the voting of Id demands. It \^<nlhl lie extremely unfair to tlie House 
to confim* it to one thiy. T find that Feluuary ‘JTth has h(‘en allotted 
for non-official Fills. T would suhmit that h(*th ‘Jdth and 27th Feh- 
ruaiy, miirht he allotted for tln‘ discussio!i of tlu* Supjilcmentary 
Fsti mates. 


Assembly Department. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then* is one thing whicli I want to say. In view 
of thi' uiifoitiinate st:itements made hy, both sides of the House, I want 
to make it (jiiite clear that, so far as'i! am concerned, 1 urn not aware 
to what (*.\tent .Mini^'teis arc* or arc not re.sponsihle for this state of 
affairs in the A^'emhly. I do hope that this (juestion will not be taken 
as a Ministerial i^^ue. 1 bt*g of m(‘mbers to my right and to Tuy left 
not t(t treat it in that wa\ liecaiiM* this is a maffor which you will have 
to taki* u]> again. 1 w isli to say that the Speaker and the Assembly are 
considered as .subonlinate to the Secretariat administration and as such 
the Speaker has not ordinarily the right to apjiroach dir(*ctly the 
Ministers. lie has to uppn»ach the Secretary of the department. I 
do not know how matters stand. It is ])ossihle that most of these 
matters may have nothing to do with the Ministers. Anyway, until it 
is definitely known that tlie Ministers are or are not responsibh*, J hope 
both sides of the House, im iuding' tin* Chief Minister will not ascribe 
anv thing to this Ministry or to that Ministry. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, will you 
l)ermit me to sav a f(*w words ^ It is a (piestion of privilege (»f the 
Iloust* ; It cannot be hurketl. '['h(‘ word used by you. is “(lovernment" 
and th(*re was no mention of the Secretariat. 1 am standing t(»l^ tlie 
right of the House. You will, 1 hope^ give us an opportunity to express 
our views on this subject. 

Mr, SPEAKER Jiist half a second. I have to take orders from 
(loveriiment and for the piirj»o.se of matters eoneerning the AssenTbly 
which- is subordiitpte to the Secretariat administration, we have to./^ 
acccpt^decisions-of the Secretariat. IJow Secretariat works 1 do not^ 
know. 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN BiDDIQI: It cannot mean that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is what I have always understood. 


Election of Deputy Speaker. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We will now proceed to the election of the Deputy 
Speaker of this Assembly. 

The following: candidates have been duly nominated for the post of 
the Deputy Speaker: — 

(1) Maulvi Abdul Hakeem. 

(2) Maulvi Al.dul Wahab Khan. 

(;i) Maulvi Md. Abul Fazl. 

(4) Maulvi Abul Ilashim. 

(5) Khan Bahadur Md. Anwarul Azim. 

(()} Maulvi Azhar Ali, 

(7) Mr. Premhuri Burma. 

(8) Mr. Hasik l^al Biswas. 

(9) Kai Sahib Anukul Chandra Das. 

CO) Miss Mira Datta Gupta. 

(11) Mr. Atul Krishna Uhose. 

(J2) Mr. Syed Jaluluddin Hasheniy. 

(Id) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Syed Md. Afzal. 

(14) Mr. Pul in Behari Mullick. 

(15) Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal. 

(lb) Mr. Atul Chandra Sen. 

(17) Mr. Shahedali. 

Since Ihen all have withdrawn their candidature except Mr. Syed 
Jalaluddin Hasheniy and Maulvi Md. Abul Fazl. r 

The Assembly will now proceed to elect the Deputy Speaker from 
amonj.^st these two candidates. In the case of balloting for the Deputy 
Speal\er, the following procedure w'ill be adopted, vi-z. : — 

(1) Members on the west side of the House west of the gangway are 
requested to vote in the west lobby and those sitting on the other side 
in the east lobby. 

(2) Six 1 allot boxes and six screened places have been provided in 
each of the division lobbies, to enable a member to record hfe vote 
screened from observation. 
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(3) Each member will be given his ballot paper as he passes by the 
counter in the lobby. 

(41^ Members are requested to indicate their preference on the ballot 
paper by marking an ‘*X” against the name of th^ candidate for whom 
they wish to vote. They should not sign or initial the ballot paper. 

The wliips of the different parties have l)een shown the ballot box»8 
and they are satisfied that these have been properly sealed and locked. 
The ballot papers will be distributed as the members pass on to the 
counters. 

(At this stage some of the members rose in their seats and were just 
moving on towards the (‘onnters when Mr. Speaker again addressed the 
House in the following manner.) 

Just a minute jilease, Ladies and (lentlemen, before the ballot papers 

are carried to the counters (Pause) Voting will* now proceed 

and honourable members move on either to my right or to my left as 
already exjdained. 

(A ballot was then taken.) 

I take it that every member has voted. Secretary will now take 
steps to get the ballot boxes. 

(The ballot boxes were then brought to Secretary and votes were 
being counted.) 


Assembly Department. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Meantime I may inform the Press that nothing of 
what has been di.scussed in this Hou.se about the office arrangement 
should apjiear in the Press. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In view' of your observation, regard- 
ing oftic^e administration 1 propose. Sir, before you leave this province 
as we understand you intend to do shortly that the Hon’ble Minister 
concerned give us permission to move a special motion re(^uiring the 
Assembly department to be placed entirely at your disposal. I have 
drafted the relevant motion. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Please send it to office and I will take steps. 

Dr. NALIirAK8HA 8ANYAL: If you don’t do it now, then 

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order. Please give it to me now. My 
programme is that 1 shall leave Calcutta this afternoon and shall be 
back on the 25th or 26th morning. On the very day I arrive here/ 
you can take up this matter in my presence. 
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Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank you, Sir, I am g’iving the 

motion in the meantime. 

, t 

Message of welcome to Generalissimo Marshal Chiang-Kai-8hek and 
Madame Chiang-Kai-8hek. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think wo might profitahly utilise the time inter- 
vening in the eourse of the present election. 

ft has been the utuinimoiiH desire of all sections of the House that I 
should, on behalf of the Assembly and on behalf of the people of the 
pnjvince of .^engal whom we represent here in this House, carry our 
m(‘ssage of welcome to (leneralissiiiio Marshal Chiang-Kai-Shek and 
Madame (diitsTig-Kai-Sh(‘k. They have come to this province at a 
time when arc* in difficult circumstances but, nonetheless, I am sure 
he will carry an im])r<*ssion vi ilh him from this province* that the heart 
of Jlengai goes out in extending her welcome to them both. I am 
cjiiitc* sure that his pj'(‘sene<‘ in ('ab*utta is an honour to this province 
and will inspire* courage and*Iioju* in tlu* minds of the pc*o])le of liengal. 

1 am also (juite confid(*nt that the bond between India and China will 
grow closer and nearer as it lias been during centuries past. We lielong 
to the same* contin(*nt and the ideal which has been ]>(*rm(‘ating the 
history of India has got a close affinity \\ith the ideal of China. Once 
again on your behalf, l>adi(*s and (i(*ntlem('n, I cairy the message (rf 
wi'lcoiiK* to them both. (l>oud ajiplamse from all sec tions of the House.) 


Election of Deputy Speaker. 

Mr. SPEAKER: A ballot has lieen taken and tlie result of the voting 
is as follows: — 

Votes. 

(1) Mr. Md. Abul Fazl ... 68 

('■^) Mr. F\c*d flalaluddin Hashemy ... 130 

i 

j I declare that Mr. Syed dalaluddin Hashemy having obtained the 
ImajoritN of votes is dul\ elected as Deputy Speaker. (Loud applause.) 
|Mr, llashem\, 1 think I can, on behalf of the House, congratulate 
f \ou on your eb'ction as Deputy Speaker, but personally I am very sorry 
' that our association will be very short-lived. As 1 shall have to leave 
: Calcutta this afternoon to attend to some urgent duties elsewhere, you 
w'ill probably have to carry out, Mr. Hashemy, the work of the Speaker 
for some days until my return to Calcutta on the 26th instant. 

May I now ask the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to say a few words 

on this occasion? 
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The Hon’bie Mn Ai K. FAZLUL HUQ: I thought, Sir, you were 
spfalvin" as the representative of the House and therefore I shall not 
have to say anythin.ir. Sir, I wish most heartily to convey my con- 
gratulations to Mr. Ilasheiny on his election as Deputy Speaker, 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (in hehalf of the party that I have 
the honour to rei)reseiit 1 should like to ofter our eongrululatious to 
Mr. Sycd Jalaliidd in Uash<*in\ on his election as ])e])uty Speaker of 
Ihi^ Assembly. 1 belie\e he can claim to be one of the oldest members 
ol this House and one oi lliose who can never be uciuised as having ever 
remained a silent memiier of this House. J hope that the honour and 
piivilege of this Hou>e uill be ipiile safe in his hands. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY; Sir, on bebalf of 4,ke Congress 
A>sembly I'arty I congratulab* Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin -Hashemy on 
his elevation to the |)o.sition of Deputy S])euker of this Assembly. I 
have special reasons to congratulate him as he is a Con^’essnuin. 
(Mr. II. S. Sriiif v\\ .VHDY : K it! He then stands exjvosed.) Jiir, 1 
have not the slightest doubt that the dignity of this House and the 
piivileges ot it.s members will be sale in his hatids. 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: (in btdialf of the European Party, I convey 
our ctjiigratulations to Mr. Hashemy on his election as Deputy Speaker, 
and I hope that the* House will extend to him the same courtesy which, 

I am sure, may be expected liom Mr. Hashemy at all times to the 

House. 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: Sir, I a.s.sociate myself wholeheartedly 
with the statements made by the previou.s sj)eaker8. From the w'ork 
he has done in the past in public life we feel sure that all our [)rivilege8 
and rights will be sate in his hands and that he will carry on and 
perform his duties with tact, skill and ability. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 associate myself wholeheartedly with the remarks 
made by th^; Leader of the Hou.se, the licader of the Ojiposition and 
other party leaders. My experience is that a Sj)eak(‘r in spite of his 
legs is lame in many matters. Hut J hojie, he will have better luck to 
curry out his duties, as and wdien occasion reijuires. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I thank 
you very much for the honour you have done me this morning and 
1 appreciate the words of congratulation on my success at the election 
of th^ Leader of the House, the Leader of the Opjiosition, and other 
party leaders. For all practical purposes my idea is that the Deputy - 
Speaker of a Legislature has no function. If by chance any occasion 
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arises when I shaJJ have to g-uide the deliberations of this House, I can 
assure you I shall try my level best to follow your footsteps, Sir, and 
I am confident that honourable members belonging to the various sec- 
tions of this House will lend their support and co-operation to me in 
my endeavour to properly conduct the deliberations of this House. 

Once again, Sir, I thank you and the honourable members of this 
House for the honour you have done me on this occasion. 

Adjournment. 

The Assembly was then adjourned at 10-48 a.m. till 8-30 a.m. on 
Friday, the 20th February, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assemblj’ House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 20th February, 1942, at 8-30 a.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Svi-m Jalahtddin Hasiiemy) in the Chair, 
7 Hon’ble Ministers and 207 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Distribution of rural water-supply grant for Daooa district. 

^23. Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Ix)cal Self-Govern- 
ment (Medical) Department be pleased to state, showing separately, 
for the years 1939-40 and 1940-41 — 

(i) the amount of grant given at the disposal of the Magistrate of 
Dacca fbr rural water-supply; and 

(n) the amount surrendered by the Magistrate to the Government 
during the said period? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the Subdivisional Officers submitted their schemes for rural 
water-supply of their resjiective subdivisions every year in due time 
to the District Magistrate? 

(c) Is it a fact that the money was not distributed amongst those 
who submitted their scheme for rural water-supply in time? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the TIon’ble 
Minister b$ pleased to state what steps, if any, he proposes to take in 
the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. Santoih 
Kumar Basu): 



1939-40. 

194041. 


Rs. 

lU. 

(a) (») 

39,445 

44,084 

(ii) 

Nil 

1,055 



(6) Yes. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 


QUESTIONS. 


(20th Feb., 


Mfi ATUL CHANDRA SEN! reference to question (6), 

will the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased to state what were the estimated 
costs to work out a scheme submitted by the Subdivisional Officer? 

The Hon’bfe Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 cannot supply 
the information now. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to question (h), will 
the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state whetlier any items in the 
scheme submitted by the Subdivisional Officer were not worked out? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I think so. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: With reference to (luestion (n)(ii), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what accounts for the 
amount surrendered? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: We have called 
for the materials from the District Ma^^istrate and we are awaitinof 
his reply. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Ilou’ble Minister 

be plea.sed to state whether Ooverument made any condition prccedeni 
that before p-ninliii^^ any amount to any particular union for water 
supply a contfibulion was demanded? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes, that is so. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the ITorrble Minister 

be pleased io state whether this rule caused hardship to the places 
where there was scarcity of water? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes, I think it did. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: AVill the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state whether he should consider the desirability of 
relaxing this rule? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes. 
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Tangail-Myinensingh Road. 

*29. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Will the Honl^le Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works J)cj)artment be jileased 
to state the progress of the Tai^ail-Mymensingh Road that has been 
made up till now ? 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) whether any order has ]»een isv^ned or diieciion made to tlm 
agents and ('ontiaetors eoneerned to sloie uj> the rcMpiisite 
materials in their resjx'eti v(‘ j«-opei places duiing ti»is rainy 
st'ason to e\j)editt‘ the whob' matt<'r iti ticair iuture; ami 

{?/) \\liethei the earthwork of the road up to Tangail has been 
(‘ojnplet(‘(l ? 

{(•) If tile answer to (/?) (//) is in the negali\(*, will the Ilon’ble 
^linister be })h‘ase<l to stati' how tai it lias btaui done? 

{(I) Will till' llon’lih' Minister be pleased to state whether the 
kui('/ni poitioii (^without the bridge jmrtionst ol the road u]) to langail 
is likel\ to 1h‘ eompleti'd b\ the next season? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (r?) The seheine 
proxides ioi' eonereiing the 4b 7 miles of road between Muktagaeha and 
Tangail. t)f thes^ 4t) 7 miles concreting of about 17 mih's has been 
rom])leted up to date and it is (*xpected that a further 1) miles wdll lio 
done this fiiiancial year. 

rite bridges in sintioris of the road between Myniensingh and Kali- 
hat i (alNiut IT) miles) ha\e alread\ been com]deled. 

Out of do bridges to be constructeil in the Kalihati-Tangail section 
(the river at Kalihati and the Ihiuli aie not to be liridjUtinl as etlicient 
ferries ply throu^^hout tin* >ear) thi' detaileil (‘slimates for LS have been 
sanctioned up to date. Of these <S liave been completed and 10 are 
under construction. Detail design'^ for the remaining 1? are in hand 
but it is ajijirehended that progress will be ham]»ered as steel is at 
present not readily available. •*' 

(h) (?) Yes, exce]d for the Kalihati-Tangail section whefe iand 
acipiisition has not yet Ix^en comjdeted. 

(??) No. 

(c) Earthwork up to Madhuimr miles from Myniensingh) has 
been completed excejit half a mile in patches which could not be finished 
due to early monsoon this year. This will however be completed by 
end of December, IfMl. 

Earthw'ork in Madhupur-Kalibati section (length aliout 16 miles^^ 
has almost been completed throughout the length to admit of 
concreting. 



H 


QUESTIONS. 


«[20th Ebb., 


In the last section (12 miles) earthwork in diversions and almost all 
the bridge approaches has nearly been completed. With the delivery of 
jKjssession of road side land for the remaining j>ortion which is eicpected 
in Deceml)er this year the earthwork will be pushed through to comple- 
tion before next monsoon. 

(d) Yes. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state when do Government expect that this road will be 
completed ? 

The Hon*b!e Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: It is very difficult 
for me at the present moment to answer. I will look up the file and 
let the honourable member know. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: The Hon’ble Minister in his reply 
to (c) has said that this will however be completed by the end of 
December, 1941. That December is long past and it has not still been 
completed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: 1 have already said 
that there are difficulties. I will look into the matter. 


Construction of the Damodar Bridge. 

m Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

(/) that communication with the people of trans-Damodar area 
wa^ discoiiKi.ued for about a week owing to the recent flood 
of the Damodar river; and 

(n) that the discontinuance of communications caused incon- 
venience to the public? 

(b) If the answer to (a) {ii) is in the aflBrmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether tlie proposal of Damodar bridge 
near Sadarghat has been abandoned? 

(r) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be phased to state the reason 
thereof P 

The Hon’bte Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: (a) <t) I am informed 
that communication was discontinued for about 36 hours only. 

(ft) Yes, as is usual in such circumstances. 

(h) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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Govemmeiit relief measures for the clistreesod people of KishoreganJ. 

*31. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to ^tate the 
total amount spent in giving relief to the distressed people of the sub- 
division of Kishoreganj, Mymensingh, from August, 1941, up to 30th 
November, 1941 , bj^ way of — 

(/) gratuitous relief, 

(//) test relief, and 
(?//) agricultural loan 

showing separately tlie ainniiiit on different heads, union ]»y union, of 
the Rljuirah, Kuliarehar, llajitpur, Auslagram, Itna and Tamil police- 
stations ? 

{h) Does not Hon'hle Minister conteinplatt* to contin\ie the relief 
till the harvesting of the next crop; if so, up to what month P 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE, JUDICIAL and 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Banerjee): (a) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(h) Relief will be expended whenever urgently needed; in some 
areas it will continue till the next harvest, i.e., end of March. 


St(Uement referred to in reply to clause (a) of question No, SI, 


Total !^nt spent. 


Union No. 

(i) Gratuitous 

(ti) Test 

(m) Agricul- 


relief. 

relief. 

tural loans. 


Bazitpur Thana. 




Rs. a. p. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

I 

315 0 0 

, , 

0,801 

II 

172 0 0 

. . 

7,109 

m 

470 6 6 

70 

13,835 

IV 

185 0 0 

56 

13,292 

V 

110 0 0 

. . 

10,240 


VI 

vn 


Total 


1,252 6 6 


125 


64,337 
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Total amount spent. 

x_ _ 

t 

Union No. {i) Gratuitous (ii) Test (in) Agrioul- 




relief. 


relief. 

tural loans. 



Kuliaechar Thana. 





Rs. 

a 

P* 

Rs. 

Rs. 

I 







II 







in 


ir> 

0 

0'^ 

20 

4,!>93 

IV 


. . 22 

2 

6 


5,385 

V 





2.7 


Total 

37 

2 

0 

45 

10,378 



Bn AIR All Tiiana. 



I 


710 

0 

0 


]4,80() 

II 


74r> 

(» 

(> 


8,000 

HI 


74r> 

0 

0 


10,330 

IV 






V 







VI 








Total 

.. 2,200 

0 

0 

•• 

34,006 



Ai'sta(;ram I'iian 

A. 



I 


3,0(M> 

n 

0 


18,738 

ir 

. . 

4,128 

0 

0 

, , 

18,511 

jij 

. . 

. . ^ 4,23r> 

0 

0 


2o,8(i4 

IV 


3,822 

0 

0 


18,281 



m) 

0 

0 


7,485 

VI 


. . 878 

0 

0 


10,754 

VII . 


1 ,204 

0 

0 


15,447 


Total 

18,822 

0 

0 


1,10,000 


t 

Itna Than a. 




I 

, , 

280 

0 

0 


8,064 

II 

. . 

88 

6 

0 


3,449 

III 

, . 

81 

6 

0 


6,270 

IV 


579 

0 

or 


8,061 

V 


355 

0 

0 


7,721 

VI 


21K) 

0 

0 


8,677 

VII 

. . 

370 

0 

0 

• • 

8,570 

VIII 


214 

8 

0 

t 

4,839 

IX 


241 

0 

0 


10,439 

X 


223 

0 

0 


10,946 

XI 

•• 

181 

7 

6 


•9,855 


Total 

2,903 11 

6 


87,791 
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Total amount spent. 

Union No. (i) Gratuitous (li)Test (lii) Agricul* 

relief. relief. tural loans. 


Tah.\il Th.\na. 



Its. 

a. 

P- 

Rs. 

Rs. 

I .. . 

•• 





n 




75 

* l,(t28 

III 


0 

y 


9,228 

iV ... 

ItKi 

0 

n 

120 

9,818 

V ... 

)(HI 

(t 

0 


0,895 

VI ... 

120 

0 

0 


9,212 

VII 

fio 

0 

0 


8,110 

VIII 





Total 

r»oo 

0 

0 

105 

44,297 

Grand Total (for all thanas) 

25,715 

4 

(i 

305 

3,40,979 


Representation of Mutwallis in the Board of Wakfs. 

*32. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: {a) Will the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Education Department he j)lease(l to state 
whether there is alty representative ol the Mutwallis of Dengal in the 
newly constituted Board of Wakfs as contemplated in section H(2){r) 
of the Bengal Wakf Act, 19d4!'' 

(h) If the answer to {(i) is in the negative, will tlie Hon'hle Minister 
he pleased to state tlie reason thereof!*" 

(c) AVill the Hoirhle Minister he i)leased to state whether the 
Provincial (lovernment had fixed any date for the election of the 
representative of Mutwallis as contemplated in section 8(.’i)P 

{(1) If so, where and when it wa.s published If n^t, why nof ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR and 
EDUCATION DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Khan Bah^tir M. 
Abdul Karim); (a) No. 

(b) The election failed, no nomination papers having been submitted 
within the appointed time. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) This Government Education Department notification No. 1350- 
Mis., dated the 2l8t December. 1940, fixing the various dates required 
for the purpose of thi.s election, was published on page 33 of Part I of 
the Calcutta Gazette of the 2nd Januarv', 1941. 
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Tte contents of tliis notification were giten due publicitj’ in the 
■usual way by forwarding copies thereof to the Commissioner of IVakfs, 
Bengal, Commissioners of Divisions, Director of Public Instruction, 
Bengal, InspecUjr-General of Registration, Bengal, Director of Public 

Information, Bengal, and also to certain other officers and offices. 

. / 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will Ihe Hon blc MiniNiei 

be pleased to state it tlie electoral niTl for the holding of election was 

prepaied by the oflice oi the Connnissioner ot^Wakf*^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I think m> 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minist<‘r 

Ik* pleased to state it it is a fact that no electoral roll was prejiared 

for election ol a repre,Nentati\ e to the Boards 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I want notice. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: K the iloirble Mmistei aware 
if it IS a tact that the electoral roll was not pie])ared becausi* (ro\eiii- 
inent weie ind prejiared to hold an election!'' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That is not so. 

As far as ni\ iiitoimation goe.s, the (‘h'ctoral ndl was prejiated du!\ 
and in proper time. 

Mr. ABDUl, WAHAB KHAN: C ih.- tlou'l.l.. ;nviuv 

that there is a discontent on account of the tact that .sullicient notifi- 

cations were not niadef' 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 do not admit 
that. 

Oollection of education tax in Pirojpur subdivision, Bakarganj, 

*33. Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA.\(o) D the 

HonTdo Ministt'r in charge ot the Education Dejianment aw'are — 

(/) that Tona Cnion Board, in Ibrojpur subdivision. Bakarganj, 
have been asked b\ the Pircle Officer in liis letter No. 41d- 
daleil the ist August 1141, to colleiyt education tax; 
(//) that the rate-jia.\ ers ot tlie T<ma Cnion Btnird have been 

informed that they will have to pay an additional tax as 

education tax; and 

(lit) that the rate of the tax is one-fourth of the amount of the tax 
they have been paying? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state the reason of realising this additional tax 
over an^ above the education cess? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM (/) Yes 

(// ) Rate-payers assessed to education tax under sectioji d4 of the 
Bengal (Rural) Rriinar\ Education. Act, 19dU, have b(‘en so inforincf!. 

(///■) Tlie Act provides that the IMstrict Magistrate sliall assess Ahe 
ta5[ at a rate not exceeding Rs.HM) per annum for each person. 

* -v 

( // ) Education tax is not “over and above ediuation cess. " Edu(*a- 
tion cess is a ces^ on owners and occupiers of real pro])ert\. Education 
tax is assessed on persons whose incomes are deriveil from tiade, 
business or profession. ^ 

Khan Bahadur MD. ANW^ARUL AZIM: Will t)ie llon hle 

Mini'tei kindl> tell the JIou^e what is the percenta^i* ol thest* asscssees 
in (*ach union in eacli distiict where this asst*ssment was madi-y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: It is impossihle 
to an-w(‘r a tpicstion like that off-hand. J1 you want lull inlormation, 

J want iiotnc. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon’hlc Minister aware 
thal the levy ol the eclucation cess o\ei tradei's and husi nessineri lies 
on tht* dixiftion of the Presidents ot Enion Boaidsr' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Not at all ft 

is in the diNcictjon ot the Distiiet Magistrate. . 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the lion hie Min 1st 1*1 awaie 
whetlier the Distiict Magistrate ituives it to discretion id the 

Jbesidents ot the E nioJi Ibntids to levy thl.s educational Ces,- on tinders 
and luKsine^-'inen in rural ai(*as? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Ye , if is to 

reali.se, not to as^e’^s. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is the lion bU 
Minister awaie tffat the ag i icult nrist.s who are conilucting small truib 
on all these things are being additionallx taxed and are being- made 
to pay education tax twice on that a« count I*' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Not quite 

exactly, but all trades are subjei’l t<» tlie education cess. 
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Srilut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: I may explain, Sir, 

that tlie agriculturists also ply boats and they also carry on small 
trades, they pay tax 

MFi deputy SPEAKER: Order, order, discussion is not per- 
missible. You may put separate supjdementary que.stions. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 would refer 

■k 

the honourable iiieiiiber to sections <14 and 29 of the Primary Education 
Act and that will vsolve ,his difhopjlties. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister or the 
Government consider the desirability of having a machinery to control 
the arbitrary imposition of education cess on traders and businessmen? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 will consider 

it. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Registering of documents at Barhatta Sub-Registry Office. 

23. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (o) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education ( Uegistration) Department 
be pleased to state — 

(V) what is the distance of the Sub-l{egistr> Office at Durgapur, 
within the Kalmakanda police-station in the district of 
Mymeiisingh from the group of villages comprising Raipur 
and other unions within the said police-station ; 

(ii) what is the means of communication to the said office from the 
said villages during — 

(1) the dry season, and ' 

(2) the rains; 

(ui) what is the time taken by the journey; and 
(iv) what is the distance of the Sub-Registry Office at Barhatta from 
the said Yillages? 

(6) If the Sub-Registry Office at Barhatta is nearer than that at 
Durgapur, is the Hon’ble Minister couvsidering the desirability of 
transferring the jurisdiction of the villages under Kalmakanda police- 
•tation from the Sub-Registry Office at Durgapur to that of Barhatta? 



grESTioxs. joj 

The Hofi’Me Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; (a) (i) The jfroup 
of villages comprising Enipur ami other unions in Kalmakauda i)olice- 
station are at a distance of about IS miles by road in dry season and 
30 miles by boat in rainy seaM)n from the Siib-Ilegistry Office at 
l>urgapur. ^ 

(ii) (1) During dry season the jneans of communication is by road, 
and (2) during the rains by boat in a roundabout way. 

(in) It takes al>out T hours by road and about 12 hours bv l>oat. 

(n*) The Sub-Registry Office at llarhatta is .at a distame of 7 miles 
from the said villages. 

% 

(Ij) No action has \et been takeri uj> to transfer those* villages from 
the jurisdiction of Durgapur Sub-Registry Office to that of Rarhatta 
Sub-Registry Office. 


Representation regarding music before mosque. 

24. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS* (o) Is the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge ot the* Home Deparlmc'iit aware* that in reply t-o a 
repres(‘ntation made to tin* Horrble t’hief Minister by Sir Manmatha 
Nath Miikherji regarding the (juestion of the statement of Oovernment 
IKdiey in c-onnec tioi^ with music before mosciue, the IIon’l)le (’hief 
Minister stat<*d that he would consult the Hon’ble* Home Minister for 
the puiixjse ot giving a suitable reply to the said n*j)resentation ? 

(It) If the answer to (c/) is in the affirmative, will the Hoii’blo 
Miiii>ter be pleased to state whether the Hoiride f’hief Minister has 
since consulted iiiin in the matter? 

<ct If the aiiswei- to (b) is in (he* affirmative, wdll the Hon’ble 
Mini'«t('r be jjleastMl i(f -^tate the decision, it aii\ , arrived at by (jovern- 
ment in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. FSzIul Huq) ; (cc) and ih) Yes. 

(c) The cjiiestion is still under consideration. 


Failure of crops near Tolly’s Nulla. 

25. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN; m) Is the* Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware of the failure of crops in 
the area bounded on the north bv Tolly’s Nulla, east bv the Bidyadhari * 
river, south by the IVali river and west by the Eastern Bengal Railway 
in the 24-Rarganas district? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the nature and 
exfint of the failure? 

(c) What remedial measures, if any, have the Government taken 
in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) and (b) 

Winder paddy crops to the extent of about three to tour annas in low 
lands were affected by inundation in some low-lying- areas owing to 
heavy rains in the bitter jwjrt of July ami August, 1041, but retraiispbin- 
tation was don(‘ in soine'Tireus with success. 

(r) The Irrigation Department liad tiied to drain out the stagnant 
wnti'r tlirough the new Ara])jinch sluice with some measure ot success. 
As a penmHient rmneilial measure the llidyadhari-lN'ali sclieme has been 
sanctioned and tlu‘ work will b(‘ taken in hand as early as ])()s,sib]e. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN; Will the non'])lr Minister s^ate 
the extent ol relief by retransplantation ? Was that a success? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; It u as 

successful. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: To xaIuiI extent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I could not 
say. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS : \\'ill the Ilon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state what remedial .steps are being taken by Government 
to save the people from annual inundation? 

’V 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The reme- 
dial steps are tem])orary and not of a jiermanent nature. So tar as 
permanent remedial measures are concerned, tlie llidyadhari-Peali 
scheme has been sanctione«l. It bas been sanctioned at ,au e.stimated 
cost of ]{s. ;{.o.‘bt;r)8. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state when the schemt‘ is likely to be taken up? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: At once. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: This year? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Yes. 
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BaIni NAGENDRA NATH SENS Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to inform the members of this Hoii.se what steps are to 

be. taken ? 

{No reply.) 

Presidents of Union Boards and Debt Settlement Boards. 

26. Babu ASHUTOSH LAHIRI: AVill the lion hie Minister in 
ehar^e of the I\iblic ITi'altli and Local Sell-( Iq' »M inn(‘ut l)(‘partment lie 
I>lea.s(*i] to stale. <li>lrict 1>_\ district, — 

(o) tlie total present number of Lnion Hoards; and 

(h) the ))n‘.sent number of Mii.^lim Presi<le!its ot ''iieb Ibiardsy 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU: A stai. inent is laid 
on the Library 'Lable, 

Scheme for reconstruction of Kankradaha sluice in 24-Parganas. 

27. Khan Sahib JASIMUDDIN AHMED: to) Is the ILm bio 

Minister in eliar^^e of the ( 'omnmnicHtions ami Works Dejiartmeiit aware 
that an ('stimate was i>repar(‘d for the reconstruction of Kankradaha 
sluice in Id^nd mile of 24-Par^^anas Lmbaiikment in lfL?4y 

(It) Will the llon’ble Mini.stcr l>e pleased to state — 

it) .N bet her any damage tir (‘rojis of the area is lM*in^»- done, since 
tht*n, in tlu* absence of the sluice jrate; and 

(//) the reason for the delay in the (‘onst ruction of the said sluice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: (a) No. 

(h) (i) No such complaint was heard of before. 

(//) The peo])le interested in the low fields adjacent to the sluice 
objected to its reconstruction. The Kiifiinc'er.s of the deimrtment 
iboujLiht that the sluices at Ihclni^rbatt.i, Mabama\a and Khari would 
help in draining this area. There was no local demand for the sluice 
till May, LMl, when the people applied to the Lcdlec tor for its recon- 
struct ion. ITis report on the subject is still awaited on receipt of which 
suitahle action will be taken. 


Survey report on construction of Sarta Bridge over the Halda in 

Chittagong. 

28." Dr. SANAULLAH: (a) With reference to the reply given to ^ 
an.starred question No. 8 on the 28th July, 11)41, will the Hon^ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Woiks Department be 
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pleased to state whether the survey report and the plan estimate of the 
Sarta Bridge on the ('liittugong-Hathazari-Magachari District Board 
Road over the river Halda in the district of Chittagong have since been 
received by the Government from the Chittagong District Board 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister kindly state — 

(/) when they were received; and 

(if) the date when actual construction work is likely to be taken 
up ? 


(r) If the answer to (f/) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take in the 
matter? 


The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: (a) Yes, 

{/)} (i) These were received by Government towards the end of July 
last; and 

(//) I am afraid I cannot say anything definitely in view of the un- 
certain position with regard to the availability of steel. 

(o) Does not arise. 


Sanction of loan by the Central Co-operative Banks to the rural societies 
of Kasba and Burichang thanas of Tippera. 

29. Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN: (n) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
aware — 

(f) that due to recent flood in Kasba and Burichang police-stations 
in the district of Tippera, the standing crops have been 
damaged and acute distress i>. prevailing in the locality; and 

(if) that peo])le of the said area liave to get loan from Central 
Co-o])eiative Banks? r 

(h) If tlie answer to (ft) i.> in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of making immediate arrangement 
with Brahmanbaria and (’omilla Central Co-operative Banks for the 
sanction of loan on a larger scale to the rural societies of Kasba and 
Burichang thanas? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
.RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Hashem Ali Khan): (a) (G Some economic difficulty 
has been i*eported from the area. 
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(n) Members of Co-operative Societies get loan from Central Co- 
operative Banks tlirougli the societies. 

(/j) The needs of the members are already bein^ met by tlie 
Brahmanbaria and Comilla (Vntral Banks. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDiN AHMED: Is the llon’ble Minister aware 
that a larpe number ot ])etitions from villafre societies are lying with 
the Comilla Central Bank iindisjjosed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I am 

not aware ot the fact that any number of petitions have been filed 
before the Comilla Central Bank. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the HoiCble Minister please 
state if he will en<|uire into the matter and expedite the sanction of 
loans to rural >ocieties under the Comilla Central Bank^ 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I 

ha\e already given verbal instructions to all Central Banks to supply 
crop loans and shoit-term hams to the agrii’ulturists of the affected 
areas. 


Government grant to certain colleges in Bengal. 

30. Mr. IDRIS AHMED MIA: Will the H on'ble Minister in 
charge of the Kdinuition l)ej)artment be jdea.sed to state for the year» 
1949-40, 1940-41, 1941-42— 

(/) the total amount of — 

( 1 ) ( apilal grant, 

(2) Mont hi \ giant, 

(4) Furniture grant, 

(4) Discretionary grant, and 
( ') ) Other grants 
.sanctioned for — 

(1 ) Azizul Hu(j College. Bogra, 

(2) Serajganj College, Pabna, and 

(4) Fazliil Hu(| Adina f’ollege, Malda ; and 

(ii) the total amount actually paid to the above colleges during 
the said period ? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; The Fazlul Huq 
Adina College, Malda, receive«l Its. 400 in the year 1041-42 from the 
discretionary grant of the Chief Minister. No other grants were 
received hy any of the three colleges. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the ITon bk Minister be 

j)leHHed to state wludher the rejdy gi\en by him (-(mtaiiis any ot the 
items found in the binlget as lieiiig granttul to these college'^, n:., 
Azixul llmj Colleg<\ Serajganj College and Fazlul lhi(| Adina College^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 (ould not tell 
you without refeiaing to the budg«'t its(‘H 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Will the Hon'bk Minister 

be j)lease(l to state it tipjdieatioiis tor grants were jeeeived trom all 
the three eolli‘gt‘>'' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 (ouhl not tell 

whether applications weie !e('ei\iMl trom the other two colleges also. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the ITon'ble Minister 
lie phmsed to tell Us it it is a tact that <uit ot thest* three eolb'ges only 
one college was given a grant simply because it boi'e the name ot the 
Hon’ble (diiel Minister ‘r 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; It is for the 

honourable imunber to draw his (*wn iiiterenee. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The imjilieation is that the Hon’ble 
Minister accepts the ullegation. 


Promotion of Auditors of Co-operative Department. 

31. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: {<n AVill the Hoiri)le Ministei' in charge 
of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Dejiartment be 
jdenscMl to .state whether there is an> rule for the i>romotion of Auditiirs 
of the ( 'o-opera(ive L>ei>artment ti> the Bengal Junior Civil Service? 

{}>) If the answer to {n ) is in the aflirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be plea.sed to state whether any .such Auditor has ben promoted 
to the Bengal Junior Civil Service.’^ 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: ((f) 
Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) Bollj 1 11 spec* 1 or. s and Auditors are con.sidered for sucdi promotion 
as both are eli«‘il)]e. So far no Auditor could lie scdected for appoint- 
ment to the Bengal Junior Civil Ser\ ice as the {daini> ot the Tnspectors 
A\ho were selected ioi it could not he '^upersedcMl since (hey uere senior 
in service to those of the .Vuditors. 

Debt Settlement Boards in Orakandi Circle of Copalganj subdivision, 

Faridpur. 

32. Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: (o) Is the 

Hon'hle Minister in i liargc <>t th(‘ ( 'o-opei at iv4‘ Ciaslil iind Ihiral 
1 nd(d>t('dness I)e])artinen( avvarc that or<linai\ l)(‘hl S<*tllcinent Boards 
have been estab]l.^lle<l in (In* Orakainli Ciich‘ oi (Jopalganj subdivision 
ot t lie Fari<l])Ui‘ distinct y 

(b) It the answer to (^/i is in the atlinnat i\ (‘. will tin' Hon'ble 
Minister be jdcMNed lo state* tin* total nuinbei ot Ihiards at present 
existing in that ciicle)^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: ((/) 

Yes. 

(b) 18. 

Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: AVill the llon'ble 

Minister be jileascd to slate how many Cliainnen and clerks ol this 

board are Muslims!^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I 

want notice. 

Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: AVill the H. n bh 

Minister ac-cejit iny statement that ‘•uch number is only 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: It 

might be, but I will look into it. 

Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: AVill the ilon ble 

pr 

Minister pleas** eiujuire into the* matter? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: 

Certainly. 
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Reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes in Jackson Medical SchooU 

Jalpaiguri. 

33. Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: (^/) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in char^^e of the Ihihlic Health and Local Self-Government 
(Medical) Department be pleased to state whether any seats have been 
reserved for the Scheduled ( aste students seekinj^ admission into the 
Jackson Medical School (Jalpaiguri)? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the ne^'-ative, is the lloii’ble Minister 
considering^ the desirability of reservinjr a number of seats for them 
in the said school ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (a) No seats are 
reserved for Scheduled (hste students in the Government Medical 
Schools in Bengal. (Candidates for admission into these schools are 
admitted by Selection Goininittees in which at least one of the members 
is usually chosen from tlie Sclieduled Castes in order to ensure that the 
claims (►! Scheduled Caste students are not neglected. Moreover, under 
the rules for the management of the Government Medical Schools the 
Selection (’ommittees are authorised to fill uj) lo })er cent, of the seats 
by candidates who have special claims, and, in doing so, they have 
instructions to see that special attention is given to tlie claims of 
candidates from the depressed classes. 

(h) In view of the existing i)rovision, re.servation of a definite quota 
of seats for tlie Scheduled ('astes in the Government Medi(*al Schools 
is not considered necessary. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: With reference to tiie last 
portion of answer (a) where it is said “in doing so, they have instruc- 
tions to .see that special attention is ^iven to the claims of candidates 
from the de])ressed classes”, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to 
slate whether any instruction has been issued for the selection of the 
Scheduled Gaste candidates? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: In the relevant 
rule in the Kules for the Management of Government Medical Schools 
in Bengal I find that provision has been made for issue of such 
instructions and I presume that these instnudions have been issued. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Will the HoiGble Minister be 
pleased to state whfflier any number of seats have been reserved for 
any community other than the Scheduled Castes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BABU: I do not think that 
any reservation has been made except in the case of Muslims. 
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Adjournment Motion regarding the internment of Dr. Sureeh Chandra 
Banerjee, M.L.A. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker; one of our 
iiieiiibers, Dr. Suresli C’liandra fUinerjee, is still <‘oiitin\iiug under 
interuiiient. I have already given notice of an adjournment motion 
on this a('(‘ount. The Speaker assured me that this matter would he 
looked into hv Government and he would give his riiliiig at an early 
date. On that account he waived the (|uestion of urgency. It is 
already 0 long days past, and yet this niemher of the Assembly is 
s'ontinuing under detention. May we know through yt»u, Sir, if the 
(fovernment have md come to any decision on the matter}^ If they 
have not, when can I liave tlie opportunity of moving the adjournment 
unit ion ? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: The matter is under the <*onsi(leration 
of the Speaker and I am sure he wdll give his ruling when he comes 
hack. In the meantime he has waived the question of urgency and I 
hope \ou will wait till he comes hack. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am afraid it is very difficult foi 
me to wait, hecause the member is still contiiniing under detention. 
I would, therefoiH^, respect iully beg <»f you, Sir, to create history by 
demanding of the Government that the membt^r must be hnmght befoie 
the House and, if md, the House w(»uld stand adjourned nine (li€. 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: My difficulty is this. I have not gone 
through the relevant j)upef.M and I do not know' yet the fimlings of the 
(jr(»\ ernment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The file is still with your 
department. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Even then it wdll be very difficult for 
me. I cannot give a ruling to-day. If you w'ill kindly see me in my 
Chamber, I will discuss the matter with you and, if necessary, give 
my ruling to-morrow. 


Time of sitting of tho Asoombl#. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, may we knowf 
liow long the House is going to sit? 
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Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have consulted some of the Whips. 
My idea is this that the House will sit from 8-‘l0 a.m: to 11 a.m. 
But there is a ditfereiiee of opinion. Will you kindly help me by giving 
your suggestion with jegaid to the time-limit ^ If it is convenient for 
you to c(mfinue from H-tfO to 11 -tO a.m. I am (juite agreeable. If it is 
eonvenieut for you to continue from to 11 only then also I am 

(juite agreeable. It is for yon to <lecide how long you will continue 
till tlie Sj)eaker comes back. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I am afraid it will not be 
j)ossible for .\ou t«j stjueeze all the ])aitie> into the Nhort ])eri(Kl of 2A 
houi’s for their sp(‘eche>. If tin* (lovernment members agree to curtail 
the time allotted tof tlnun and tlie f)])positioM is allowed to have at 
least 2 hours out of the hours then this pr(»]»osal may be ])ossible; 
otherwise, Sir, 1 submit that we might jindiably meet from 8 to 12. 
If it is found imposNible to meet till 12, we must meet at least till 
11-8(1, but it is entiiely for the (Tovernnn'nt. If they so please they 
may curtail the time of their memlxTs and then w(‘ might (dose at 11. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; What is your view, Khwaja Sir 
Na/imuddin 't 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I agrt^t* with Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED ; At least once in 
Nour life! 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Many a time I have agreed with 
him. 1 wish to make one other modification. At the time ot the cut 
m(»tion the lIou.se must at least >it for 8 hours. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is tor the Speaker to decide. 
Now I want to know the vu'w ot the Europ(‘an Party. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Out suggest icm in legaid to time is 8-8(1 to 11. 

< 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 will consult the whips of the 
ditVeieiit paitu's and b*t tin* Houm' know. 

GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
searched in vain t(j find out commendable difference between the Budget 
'preseufwd this year and the budgets presented in previous years after 
the Provineial Autonomy has worked out in this province, but I am 



1942.] 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


Ill 


pained to say that I did not find any. I am fully aware, Sir, of the 
limitations of the constitution as well as of the abnormal position due 
to the war conditions. 

Th^ Hoii'hle Finance Minister has called this Hud^et as a War 
Dudffet and he wants us to appreciate that “nation sa\inj?” takes the 
place t»f “nation huildina’’*, hut may I ask him if he does seriously 
iecl that the estimatt‘s of ex]>enditure on “Air Haid Precautions” 
and on the head “('ivil Detence” that he had made will really serve 
the nation. This will not. We all feel as Mr. ( hiindiill himself feels 
wIkmi he looks to ('liina ami the S<»\ iet Russia only tin* ])ei»ple can fijfht 
the Fascist success! nil \ , only the people c*an meet the menaci* ami only 
their own inlerest and own lea<lership (‘an iuspiia* people to the war 
to vi(toiv. Allei Sin^ap«»ie. the Indian ]>(*o])le want to s(H‘ if 
Jliitain can still leaiii the truth and unlearn tin* Imperialistic 
airo^Miici*. Mr. (’huKdiill iecord«. tin* morah* and unity (d Russians 
ev(*n in the darkest luoirs and dt*mands tin* sann* (d his own jieople, 
evid(*ntK ot the loyal friends (d India and Jiurma. Hut darkn(‘ss aloin* 
does n()t hit*ed the unity or morah*. Mr. ('liurchill knows tin* secret, 
thuujih he \\(»u!d not admit it. 

MdUivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKERS (tn a point (d inlormation, 

Sir. It has h(*t*n the estahlis|M*d con\(*ntion 

Mr. DEPUTY SfEAKER*. Mi. Saiker, let Mr. Daita tinish. He 
has initiated the dehatt* and h*t him finish. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN BARKER: That is tin* (piestion 1 am 

askin<^: \\h> is Mi Datta initiatin^r the debate'' 

M> iiiloitnation is that it i«^ tin* estahlioln-d convention that the jiarty 
actnallv in tin* (l|ipo>ition will open the dis^oission. d'his turn*, Sir 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mi. Dhii.-ndia Nath Datta has hi^en 
selected hv tin* t Ipraeif ion . , 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: So\ iet or no So\nd, in lln^ 
acceptame of the *h*inainl (d nat ioiiali-t India and nationalist Burma 
is a streak id li^*'ht ni hoje*. ! nlc-s tin* deniainK aie acce])ted, tin* 
provision o! croies ot iiijicc' in the JlmU'et \\ill ind save tin* nation. 
So I do not c.ill it a “nation >aviii;:” hud^-'ct. 

Coming to the ai dual budget on Rec^ipt^ Siih* the Hon’hle Minister 
expects that tin* yield from the country spirit tinder *41^ head “Provin- 
cial Excise” is likely to be larger than the sum estimated in the year 
1941-4‘2. Prohibition i.s our ideal. Gradual prcdiibition was the aim. 
It is regrettable that the Hoii’ble Minister expects a greater yield from 
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tlae sale of country spirit. Great source of revenue is expected from 
tlie receipts from three new taxation mea.sures. The Hon^ble 
Minister expeits a revenue of one crore from receipts on 
account of tax under the Benj^al Finance (Sales Tax) Act, 
1941. When this was passed an assurance was given that the 
amount would be spent for nation-building departments. But 
now it apj)earN that the amount will be mainly spent for cariydng 
on ordinary administration of the country. This tax has fallen upon 
the poor consumers and it has caused great hardships specially in 
view of the rise in price of many necessaries of life. 

Under the head “Industries” the Hon’ble Minister allows some 
reduction in the sale of Government quinine, but, Sir, the sale of 
Uiovernment (luinine must be increased. The (‘inchona plantation must 
be more widely developed and the expenditure on that head must be 
increased. The extension has long been urgent. Government does 
not do what it should do in this sphere. Stocks of (juinine are dwind- 
ling and the Government cannot expect any outside supply and the 
present condition makes it impndmble that Java, the great supplier, 
will he able to send any supply at all. 

(\)ining to the expenditure on the head “Irrigation, Navigation 
-and the Kinbankinents”, some schemes mentioned on page 04 of the 
Red llook, th(uigh provided in the Budget of 1941-42, were not taken 
up in the year 1941-42 and strangely enough the Hon’ble Minister 
has not given any explanation for it. Two of the above schemes, 
namely, draining the /n/.v and swamps lying to the north of Kristopur 
ranal, 24-l’arganas. and the re-excavation ot the Marjura Khal, 
Tippera district, have n<»t been taken up. The inadequacy of the 
demand under this head calls for explanation from the Ilon’ble 
Minister. This had l>een neglected in the past and this is neglected 
now. Many schemes had been waiting for a century to the great loss 
of the people. The exj)enditure under this head must enormously 
increase. 

Coming to “Geiiujal Administration”, the expenditure on the item is 
on the increase. The expenditure on the item in the year 1938^39 
W'as Rs. 1,45,97,009; this year the estimated expenditure is 
Rs. 1,03, 10, (KK). Really it is a top-heavy administration. There is 
ample room for retrenchment but the persons guiding the administra- 
tion are not capable of showing example. We know example is better 
than precept. We talk big but when we are called upon to apply it 
to ourselves we fail. If we look to the expenditure on the head 
“Ministers” at page 120 of the Blue Book we find the expenditure has 
increased. The * actual expenditure in the year 1940-41 was 
Rs. 3,40,2(K> — this year the estimated expenditure is Rs. 3,64,800, 
though the number of Ministers has decreased. The actual expenditure 
»ou Parliamentary Secretaries in the year 1940-41 was Rs. 22,800 but 
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this year it lias gone up to Rs. 76,800 — the more the merrier. We were 
told when the present Ministry took up the administration that they 
would accept Ks. 1,000 as their remuneration but we find otherwise. 
The Forward Bloc, the so-called Bengal Congress Parliamentary 
Party, and the Krishak Praja Party have a share in the administration. 
Now where is their ideal for retrenchment? On the head “Publicity 
Department” there is a provision for Rs. 5,69,000 — an increase of 
about 50 per cent. — the actual expenditure in the year 1940-41 was 
Rs. 3,d2,204. There is a lump provision of one lakh of rupees for 
promotion of communal harmony. The Government deserves congra- 
tulation for their declared policy of rt*s(oring unity and understanding 
between the two great C(»mmunities. May I, Sir, tell the Government 
that unity doovs not mean mere political unity which may be imposed. 
It does, however, mean an unbreakable heart unity. This can be 
achieved by social contacts. There should be no disgraceful cry at the 
stations such as “Hindu water” and “Muslim water” or “Hindu tea” 
and “Muslim tea”. There should be no separate rooms for Hindus 
and non-Hindus in schools and colleges, no communal schools and 
colleges. In this connection I refer to the Hon’ble Ministers the small 
booklet “Constructive Programme” (its meaning and place) by 
Mahatma (tandhi, and the Government should find its way to adopt 
the means adumbrated by the Mahatma in the little booklet. On the 
head “Publicity Department” there is a provision for Us. 85,000 under 
the head “Grants-in-aid and contribution”. May I know to whom or 
which institutions tfiese sums are intended to be made? It is a long- 
standing (jucslion that the Commissioners are unnecessary departments. 
From my experience I can say they hamper the work of the District 
Officers. They should be done away with. As to the District 
Magistrates there are rooms for retrenchments. Provincial officers with 
reputation and ability should be in charge of the distric.t/s. They 
have got sympathies with the people and can understand the minds of 
the people. They are approachable and the needs of the people can 
easily be communicated to them, while the I.C.S. bureaucrats are 
completely divorced from the minds of the people. There should be 
one cadre for exec utive officers with an initial pay of Us. 150 and with 
the maximufli of Rs. 500. Regarding “Debt Conciliation Boards” 
the experience of working of the Boards for the last few years tells us 
that these Boards, as they are constituted, should not be allowed to 
function. They are, to say the least, corrupt with few exceptions. 
In each thana the Board should consist of — 

^(i) one experienced judicial and executive officer; 

(if) one hone.st and capable President of the Union; 

(lit) another non-official, capable and honest. 

The expenditure on the head will be much less. 


0 
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Indiscriminately ordinary Boards should not be allowed to be 
constituted. There is a great scope for retrenchment under the 
head “Administration of Justice”. Suggestions have been made times 
withoj^t number. As to the pay of the munsifs and subordinate judges, 
it can be substantially reduced. The initial pay should not exceed 
Rs. 160 and the maximum pay should not exceed Rs. 500. The 
establishment of the High Court is sacrosanct — it cannot be touched by 
the I^egislature though there is ample room for retrenchment. The 
number of law officers and their pay and the pay of their establishments 
can be substantially reduced. On the other hand low-paid clerks 
deserve some consideration. Their pay is abnormally low. The grade 
should immediately be changed especially in view of the rise in price 
of the necessaries of life on account of the war condition. 

When we come to “Jails”, one outstanding fact that should imme- 
diately draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister is that the European 
warders in the Alipore and Presidency Central Jails should be done away 
w'ith. The maximum pay of the European warders is Rs. 250 and that 
of the Indian warder is Rs. 40. The minimum pay of the European 
warder is Rs. 175 and that of the Indian warder is Rs. 22. Their duties 
are the same. This invidious distinction is galling: it should not be 
allowed to remain. I shall speak in detail when the cut motions will 
be discussed under the head “Jails and Convict Settlements”. This 
department admits of big reforms. 

Under the head “Education” the expenditure budgeted for is too 
inadequate. Secondary education in the province of Bengal has been 
developed by non-Qovernraent secondary schools. They are struggling 
now. Each and every school for its very existence should receive 
Government grant-in-aid and Government schools should be deprovin- 
cialised and the money thus saved should go to serve non-Government 
eecondary schools and will go to the great length of improving the 
schools. Grants to District School Boards for primary schools are too 
inadequate to meet the needs of their schools. The number of such 
schools are few but their needs are many. I am sorry to say that the 
constituted District School Boards are not functioning properly. The 
Government should make an enquiry into the working of the Board and 
should try to improve them. The provision of Rs. 1,50,000 for the 
advancement of the education of the members of the Scheduled Castes 
is too inadequate. Their poverty is appalling. Their distress can 
better be imagined than described. When I consider the pitiable and 
lamentable conditions of the mttchis of our district I feel, and feel very 
strongly, that Government worth the name should spend any amount 
for raising these people from the abyss of degradation. 

Sir, the distribution of this grant needs much improvement. The 
need of Scheduled Castes is not mainly for separate hostels but pri- 
marily for stipends: they need free purchase of books. The policy of 
the Oovemment in the matter of development of cottage industries must 



1942 .] 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


116 


be changed. This Government could do much, if they wished, towards 
the development of cottage industries by encouraging spinning. This 
is now admittedly a necessity in times of war. The Bengal Branch 
of the All-India Spinners’ Association needs encouragement at the 
Government’s hands. 1 am afraid Government do not care to know its 
working. The grants under the heads “Agriculture” and “Industries” 
are too inadequate. What is now required is the growth of long-staple 
cotton. The Government has not done anything in this direction. I 
want to draw the attention of Government to the inadequacy of the 
agricultural loans and the gratuitous relief in the flood-affected areas of 
the province of Bengal. I know of deaths due to starvation in my 
district of Tipi)era. I have personally witnessed the miseries and I 
know” also of the lamentable conditions of the agriculturists and 
labourers and of the middle-class people, even now in the affected areas. 
Unless further loans are given and fresh gratuitous relief be granted, 
there will be no ploughing or sowing in the affected areas of our district 
causing great hardship, and in that case there will be many deaths from 
starvation. The provision for agri<‘ultural loans is too inadequate. 
Immediately loan should f)e given. Before I sit down shall I add to 
the shame of the Government by referring to the abuse and misappli- 
cation of the Defence of India Kules when I know in this matter this 
present Ministry is powerless? They have Rbdicate<l the |)ower in 
favour of the bureaucratic Indian Civil Service and the Indian Police 
Service though they are resi>on8ible for their misdeeds. May I know 
if they will check i*t or allow it to be passed in their name? 

Mailivi ABUL HABHIM: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise to con- 
gratulate the Hon’ble the Finance Minister for his Budget. I am aware 
that it is only possible for a man of l>r. Syamaprasad Mookerjee’s 
calibre even to present a Budget like this on behalf of the Cabinet which 
is presided over by a gentleman who has lost completely his mental 
equilibrium and who has never been notable for his political steadfast- 
ness. Sir, I agree with the Hon’ble the Finance Minister so far as his 
nation-saving principle is concerned. I also entirely agree with the 
previous sfjeaker that this Ministry has faile<l and c-orapletely failed to 
do justice tq its so-called principles of nation-saving. Sir, this war is 
a menace to humanity but its evils and horrors are not uumixed. This 
war has also come to the rescue of many, particularly of this Govern- 
ment which owes its existence to the continuance of the war. 

Sir, we know that it is not possible for this Government to reveal 
in its Budget any real constructive genius, but taking advantage of 
war it has given a complete good-bye to every kind of nation-building 
affair in the name of nation-saving. Sir, it is a bad thing not to do 
any good thing but it is painful to see them not to do a good thing, 
only to hide a bad thing. Sir, we are aware the difficulties of a* 
peopla- in times of modem totalitarian war, of a people who are 
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thoroughly unarmed and can do nothing whatsoever to jH'otect their 
homes and hearths. Government has allotted a huge amount for A.B.F. 
and other work but it has not been able to acquaint us with any cons- 
tructive and large scale scheme for these things. We feel, Sir, that 
the urgent need to save our people is to make large scale arrangements 
for general evacuation. I do not think Government has paid any atten- 
tion to this. 

Ajmrt from the war we find in the Budget that the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister has assigned nearly a lakh of rupees for restoring and 
maintaining communal harmony. We are very much apprehensive, 
Sir, knowing the nature of the constitution and the Government, know- 
ing the way how it has cx)me into power, that this one lakh of rupees 
allotted to be spent for communal harmony and restoration of communal 
peace will be sj^eiit for creating communal bitterness. If the leaders 
of this Cabinet, at least the leaders of the Hindu section of this Cabinet, 
were really anxious to maintain communal harmony, they should never 
have followed the path they have chosen for themselves. If it was 
really the desire of our friends, the leaders of the Hindu community 
opposite, to establish communal harmony and to restore and mainlain 
it, they ought to have realised that communal harmony is not created 
by forming this coalition with traitors of a community. It only creates 
bitterness. Communal harmony and i)eace will come by itself without 
any effort, without sjieuding a single pice, if they stick to their political 
and moral scruples. If I understand modern politics and the (X>nstitu- 
tion of parties it can only come when there is a real iinderstancling 
between the ('Ongress, the great and mighty organisation representing 
the Hindus and the Muslim licague representing the Muslims of India. 
Any other step will create nothing but communal bitterness. On the 
basis of this obsers’ation I have every reason to believe that this one 
lakh of rupees will be s{>eut and is being spent to create communal 
bitterness by patronising journals like “Nava Jug” and by patronising 
and encouraging other things and will be spent by introducing corrup- 
tion insid^ the Legislature and outside it.| 

Sir, I w'ould request the leaders of the Hindu community sitting 
opposite to realise the present menace that is facing us and to rise 
equal to the task and should not close their eyes on hard realities. 
War is nearer and God knows what will happen within a short time. 
It may he that the city in which we are sitting will have bitter experi- 
ence. I would request and beseech Government not to misuse and take 
advantage of the horrors of the war that are coming very near us but 
to take serious steps to save the i)eople from the horrors and to vigor- 
ously take steps for peaceful general evacuation from the city. 

Sir, I may point out one more item in the Budget which has been 
completely negleicted and shelved in the name of nation-saving, I mean 
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the secondary education. Knowing what has happened to the Secondary 
Educational Bill I do not want to deal with that in detail, but, Sir, ever 
if the Secondary Education Bill which the previous Government wanted 
to intrmluce l>e not introduced now in the name of restoring communal 
harmony, what about the existing system of secondary education)^ Has 
the Government any justification to neglect that also!^ We find that the 
Budget has simply allotted some money for the reconstruction and 
repairs of damage of buildings. I agree with the previous s|xjaker that 
perhaps in the name of nation-building it is the desire of the Govern- 
ment to starve the existing almost starving secondary sclnxds in villages 
and in rural areas. AVe very well knew that since the |H)rtfolK> of 
education has now been transferred from the ITon'ble ('bief Minister 
to some other gentleman the Budget will not give us anything great 
so 'far 5i.s that pari (d tlie administration is concerned. This Govern- 
ment will now perhaps concentrate all the energy on the Home Depart- 
ment since that is the department whicli the ITon’lile f’hicf Minister has 
chosen to take for himself, and in this connection I (‘an once again 
rejK‘at that all sorts (d* corruption will be found in its day-to-day 
administration, jiarticulai ly in relation to the measures known as tho 
Defence of India Buies which have been referred to by the previous 
speaker. 

Now, Sir, the gentlemen sitting opposite had alwa>s blamed us when 
we were sitting tlu%* occuping the Treasury Benches that we were 
bureaucratic, we were slaves of the Indian (’ivil Service, we w(‘re anti- 
national, we were retrograde. Well, this Government claims to be jxro- 
gressive. Let us for argument’s sake accept the charge's that they 
hurled cm us from this side when we were there, but may I ask the 
Hon’ble ('hief Minister and (dher Ministers to say honestly whether 
they have intniduced any change in the attitude (if the Government so 
far as the Home Department is concerned. Will the ITon’ble Finance 
Minister and his colleagues — I do not ask the Hon’ble Home Minister 
because I know that we can never exj»ect any fair and honest rei>ly from 
him and we have learned not to lielieve anything of what he says, not 

a word, not {^sentence (The Hon’ble Dr. Siivamai*iu.sai) Mookkhjkb: 

Since when have you come to learn thi.s?) Since be has committed 
the gravest crime in the history of Bengal, since be has betrayed his 
community we do not believe a single word he utters and we do Pot 
attach any imiK)rtan('e to bis word. But, Sir, we can expect that leaving 
aside the (.’hief Minister the other gentlemen in the Cabinet, particu- 
larly the Hindu section about whom we have nothing to say at present, 
will be honest and give us an honest reply as to whether they had been 
able to introduce any change whatsoever, so far as the administration 
of the Home Department is concerned. We find that the Ministry is • 
pushing on with the Defence of India Rules more vigorously than the 
previous Government used to do and it is using the Defence of India 
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Act just to create communal bitterness in the name of restoring com- 
munal harmony and suppressing and oppressing the people just as the 
Nazis do in the name of war. 

Sir, I do not want to take much more time in the general discussion 
of the Budget. (Maulvi Abu Hossain Saekbr : That is better!) Yes, 
it is better to save your face also, because after all we are friends of 
yours and it is also our duly not to exjwse you very much. Particularly 
my friend Mr. Abu Hossain Sarker is a good friend of mine, and I do 
not want to expose him. I want to be frank. 1 have no grievances 
against anybody. Our party has not committed any political dishonesty. 
They have been prajas all along and they are prajas now and they have 
not betrayed anybody. 

Sir, I do not intend to apeak in detail as other friends who are aware 
of the figures and other things will perform that task. But I would 
appeal to my friends opposite, namely, Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, 
Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed and other independent Hindus, my friends 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu and Mr. P. N. Banerjee to think over the 
matter if they are really anxious to establish communal harmony in 
the province. I would appeal to them that if they really want to 
restore and maintain communal harmony they should take care that 
they are not misguided by their Chief and that they may not quite 
unnecessarily have to go out of their way to help their Chief to remain 
in power, so that the communal harmony may not be disturbed and 
communal bitterness created. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER* Mr. Stark, is there anybody in your 
group who will speak to-day? 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Not to-day, Sir. 

Khan Bahadur MO. ANWARUL AZIM: Sir, I do not like to emu- 
late my friend who has just sat down, but I should like to congratulate 
my learned friend the Hon^de Finance Minister for the excellent 
manner in which he has presented the Budget Estimates of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal for the year 1042-43. It is certainly not my purpose 
speaking in the House 

Nawabiada K. NASARULLAH: Sir, we cannot hear him. Let him 
go to the microphone. 

(The member went to the microphone.) 

Khan Bahadur MD. ANWARUL AZIM: Sir, 1 am not 
in favour of a long speech at the time of" the 
general discussion of the Budget. It is hardly necessary for me to 
apologise on behalf of the party. I am not here to introduce myself 
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either to my friends or to the members of the Europesm Group or others. 
I may assure you, Sir, that I will not follow my friend who has just sat 
down and I will not use lang‘uage which is not parliamentary. I oan 
also assure you that it will not be my purpose at this stage to go into 
any matter which will cause any disturbance to any side of the House. 

Matlivi ABUL HASHIM: On a point of order, Sir. The honourable 
member has said that he will not follow me and will not use expressions 
which are not parliamentary. If I had used any unparliamentary 
expressions, you, Sir, must have interfered and since you have not inter- 
fered the honourable member is not justified in saying so. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Mr. Anwarul Azim should be allowed 
to continue. 1 ho]>e that he will not use any unparliamentary expres- 
sion. 

Khan Bahadur MD. ANWARUL AZIM: Now, Sir, coming to the 
Budget as a whole, I would like to congratulate the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister for the excellent manner in which he has presented the Budget 
of the Government of Bengal under the present critical circ’umstances. 
It will not be fair for anybody, least of all for my friend, the I>eader 
of the Opposition, to say that the Ministry does not come out with 
anything truly unique which can catch the imagination not only of the 
public outside but 'also of the people in the galleries and lobbies. 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the party which I have the privilege to belong 
should not be held guilty for this, because if all the facts are taken into 
consideration I am certain that the House will admit that the Hon'ble 
Finance Minister had jfto other choice but to come out with the present 
Budget under existing circumstances. Is not the situation really 
critical ? 

From the books published you will find. Sir, that the Budget Esti- 
mates will amount to a little over 16 crores of rupees. Of course, 
Sir, by way of a suggestion to the Ministry I may say that if they deal 
with the different heads in a more liberal manner, that will cause some 
sort of pleasS-nt feeling in the minds of the people outside. In thie 
connection I would recommend to the Ministry that if really they mean 
business, which I think they do, the requirements under the head 
‘^Revenue'^ might be modified and changed so as to give some relief to 
the people who have been clamouring for changes in the revenue law. 

Coming to the other heads on the Receipt Side, I think, Sir, that it 
will be pertinent for me to point out — I hope it has also reached the ears 
of Government — that the administration under the head “Forest^' could 
be improved if proper and systematic arrangements could be made in a 
stricter way for realisation of their dues under that head. The same 
could be said strongly with regard to the income under the head 
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‘‘Excise”. If the Ministry is al)ie to give more attention to details, 
the methods of receipts under the various items in the Budget can be 
modernised with stricter control over the administration, I am certain 
that some relief can be given under the hea<l “Revenue”. I only want 
to suggest that it would not be right for the present Government to say 
that the particular measure known as the “Sarker Tax” is an absolute 
necessity because from the papers it will be seen that the “Sarker Tax” 
has not brought in much revenue into the coffers of the Government. 
It has not been a very big figure. If this tax is causing annoyance and 
irritation to the general public, mostly middle class people, who have 
l)een paying cesses of all kinds, then it should be a matter for the 
serious consideration of Government. 

(Joining to the remarks made by my friend Mr. Datta I want to say 
one or two words also. My friend Maulvi Abul Hashim from Burdwan 
has said some unkind remarks about those who have out of principle 
and conviction allied themselves with the party in power. My honour- 
able and learned friend from Comilla has said that certain sums of money 
have been given and that partiality has been shown to the European 
warders in certain jails. Of course T think as a veteran politician he 
should know the circumstances under which we live in this Presidency. 
As a matter of fact as I said in the beginning we are uiembers of a non- 
sovereign law-making body and T do not think that the Ministry, 
circumstanced as it is, can carry on any otiier policy than the ])olicy 
which has been adopted by the Ministry. A fling has also l>een thrown 
by the second speaker in regard to the “communal harmony” proiK)sal8 
of Government. 1 can assure him that this sort of tirades will not ser\e 
the purixyse which we all have in view. As a matter of fact, Mr. Abul 
Hashim must know really that the members on this side of the House 
are much stronger I^eaguers than he himself (Cries of “ha, ha” from the 
Opposition Benches.) As a matter of fact, “ha, ha” will not do. If 
my friend, Sir Naziniuddin had a little patience he will realise soon who 
are the real leaders of the community. That being the case nothing 
much is going to be gained by depicting us ns traitors. It will be 
hardly necessary for me to reply to that kind of remark. At the time 
of my election from Chittagong South Muhammadan Constituency I 
may say here and now all the forces were ranged against me and yet I 
am here. I may add that nothing can deviate us from the path which 
we have been following on principle. 


Mfi FAZLUR RAHMAN: Why don’t you resign your seat now? 

Khan Bahadur MD. ANWARUL AZIM: Mr. Deputy Speaker, if 
anybody views things impartially he will certainly realise that the 
Ministry* has no other choice but to do what is being done. That being 
the case I won’t take up the time of the House any longer. I hope 
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friends opposite will live to learn and that the lesson would notf be 
forgotten by the gentlemen sitting behind Ebwaja Sir Nariinuddin, 


Mfi It D. JALAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, there is no doubt 
about the fart that the Budget presented by the Hon’ble Dr. Syama- 
prasad Mookerjee is not so inspiring as was expected by the country 
from the new Ministry. But we must give ])roper allowance for the 
fact that it is barely two months ago that the Ministry 4ook charge of 
the administration of this province and as has been stated by the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister there were only barely three weeks during 
which he had to consid<‘r the Budget prop«»sa1s. We accept the 
explanation of the Hon’hle Finance Minister for not presenting to 
this House something spectatuilar so as t<» stitle the criticism wdiich is 
being levelled against the Ministry for the Budget. The second 
factor with which we are faced to-day is the international situation 
which is unprei'cdeiited in the history of this country and es})ecially 
of this province. Sir, we are meeting to-<lay under the shadows of 
a great catastropln* uhich is not onl\ overtaking the whoh' world but 
which is s(» near to us that every man who is in this city or in this 
pr(»vince or in this House is deeply (‘oncerned with the future of our 
country. A large portion ot the income has lH*en devoted to the 
Civil l)efenc(‘ purposes hut that will not be the end of our efforts in 
this directi(»n. It is unfortunate, Sir, that the statesmanship of the 
British (iovernmlblt has failed at this juncture: otherwise we would 
not have seen the sight ot our sad plight to wlihdi we have beeii put 
to-day. The British Empire boasted of an Empire in which the Sun 
never set, an Empire which ((unprised within its limits a greaf*portion 
of the population of the world and now' under the ])rote(:tion of the 
British Empire we 40 crores of Indians are here looking helpless and 
aghast at wdiat is happening beyond our Irontiers to-day. But this 
situation has been the result of the short-sighted policy which has 
been followed by the British Government towards India. India has 
jeanied for freedom and has yearned for its liberation but that 
freedom and that liberation has not been vouchsafed by the British 
Government to us The result is the apathy and complacenc.e in the 
population of this country. The fight^ cannot go on without the 
people putting its w'hole heart into the struggle. Where is the heart 
to come from when it finds that the struggle is not a struggle for its 
emancipation!^ It is not a struggle by which — by making the sacri- 
fices which they are called upon to make — they will make India 
independent and free. We have had enough of promises from the 
British Government and the history' of the past has belied our expec- 
tatiotis. There is no use shutting our eyes to the bare fact that the 
policy of the British Government has embittered the relationship 
between the people and the Government. I will not be wrong if I 
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say that the history of the past one year has made the position more 
and more bitter and the result is more hnd more apathy on the part 
of the people of this land. But that is a matter which it is for the 
British Government to decide. There are mighty forces now at work, 
and we cannot foresee as to what is going to happen. So far as the 
policy of the Bengal Ministry is concerned, certainly it has got its 
own duties to perform. If one comes to Calcutta, he will find that 
Calcutta is now the deserted village of Goldsmith. If you go to the 
business quarters you will find that business is absolutely paralysed. 
And if this state affairs goes on I doubt very much whether the 
expected revenue income will ever materialise. But so far as the 
Calcutta people are concerned, ^they are not satisfied with the civil 
arrangements that have been made to protect the people from air- 
raids that are imminent in this city. The Commander-in-Chief 
already stated a few days ago that India may suffer not only from 
bombs and air-raids but it may suffer from the effects of naval 
bombardments and of actual landings, i.e., invasion. So far as naval 
bombardments and actual invasion by land are concerned, the present 
Ministry cannot help it. It is the British Government which took 
the re.sponsibility of protecting this country from foreign aggression. 
It is up to the British Government to provide the means wherewith to 
protect us from outside attacks. If it cannot protect us the British 
Government fails in its duties towards this country. The British 
Government has not provided us with the sinews of war with which 
we will fight against the enemy. If it had provided us with that, 
the forty crores of Indians would have risen to a man and given a 
good thrashing to those who wished to invade us. If we have not 
been ]itovided with the necessary industries and with arms and 
ammunition, if we have not been provided with those necessities 
which are essential for present-day warfare, it is due to no fault of 
ours. It is the fault of the British Government which is the custodian 
of our safety and integrity of this country. But so far as internal 
affairs are concerned, the Ministry has got to take effective measures. 
Sir, the portfolio of Civil Defence has been given to my friend, the 
Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, but I do say, the other day the 
Hon’ble Speaker himself had to complain that even the (^vil A.R.P. 
arrangements in this House are not satisfactory. Can condemnation 
go any further? Even when in this House in which we are sitting, 
the A.R.P. arrangements are not satisfactory, how can you convince 
the outside world that the Government is properly performing its 
duties at this hour of crisis. As a matter of fact there is more of 
panic and there is more of indignation at the half-hearted measures 
which are being adopted in this important matter. I do expect, 
however, that the Ministry will take time by the forelock and protect 
'the citiaens of this great city and this vast province from the depre- 
dations and ravages which are imminent. 
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The next question I wish to refer to is communal harmony. I do 
not for one moment accept the position that the Congress, as has been 
stated by one of the speakers, is a Hindu organisation — 
(Mr. Abdullah-al Mahmood: Certainly it is!) I say, certainly it 
is not. It will belie its past, it will belie its future if at any moment 
the Congress takes up the position that it is a Hindu organisation. 
That is the greatest stumbling block which has been put into the path 
of communal settlement by the leader of the Muslim League party, 
Mr. Jinnah. Mr. Jinnah wants that the Congress should come to 
him in order to have a communal settlement, accepting the position 
that the Congress is a Hindu organisation. A settlement could have 
been reached long ago, had not Mr. Jinnah taken up that untenable 
position which will never be acceptable to the Congress. The Con- 
gress is an organisation which has fought for the liberty and 
independence of this country for the last fifty years. The CongreSvS 
is the only politi(;al organisation which seeks, not the independence 
of one community or the other, but the liberation and emanci])ation 
of the eiitire nation. It may have achieved its purpose, had our 
friends of the Muslim League party agreed to a settlement on this 
question. Hut so long as that (juestion is not solved, I welcome the 
proposal of the Ministry to spend one lakh of rupees — it is not a very 
heavy sum — in order to promote communal harmony in this country. 
Had there been a settlement between the Muslim League and the 
Congress without ^le impediment of the Congress accepting the 
humiliating position of being a Hindu organisation, we, the Hindus 
and Muhammadans of this country, would have forced the British 
Government to concede our demands. If India does not enjoy 
independence to-day it is not due to the fault of the Congress, but it 
is due to the fault of the leader of the Muslim League party by asking 
the (Congress to accept the po.sition that it is a Hindu organisation. 
He will first of all expect the Congre.ss to accept the humiliating 
position that it is a Hindu organisation, and then and then alone he 
will talk to it on the question of Hindu-Moslem settlement. There- 
fore I say with all the responsibility that I can command that if 
India does not enjoy independence to-day it is due to the impossible 
proposition made by Mr. Jinnah with a view to evading this question. 
If India to-day suffers from the want of it, the responsibility is his 
and not ours. Therefore, if the Ministry spends one lakh for com- 
munal harmony there should be no carping criticism about it. My 
friend has said that there cannot be communal peace and harmony 
unless apd until there is a talk of compromise with- us. But when 
w’e in the Congress approach you, you take up the position that 
unless we fall at your feet there cannot be any compromise. That is 
an iinpossible proposition. Therefore, so long as we have to meet the 
present situation we welcome the proposal of the present Ministry 
which is the only popular Ministry in the course of the last four years 
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of provincial antonomy, and which enioys the confidence of a large 
majority of the people not only of the Hindus, not only of the Krishak- 
Projas hut even of those who belong to the Muslim League organisa- 
tion. Therefore, we cannot deny the fact that tlie present Ministry 
enjoys the confidence of a vast majority of the people of this province, 
and we do hope that the Ministry which may be called a National 
Ministry at present will show its merit, will show its worth, at this 

hour of our peril (Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali : Then why 

don’t you cross the floor and go over to the other side?) That is 
because we enjoy* an independent position and we shall support the 
Ministry so long as it does go(»d to the people. But we wdll oppose 
the Ministry if it goes wrong, as the outgoing Muslim League 
Ministry did in this House. We hold the position of an impartial 
criii(5 of gov(‘rnmental activities in this Hou.se and therefore there is 
no (iuestion of our going over to the other side. We shall do our 
duties in a manner which api)ears proper to us and we do not want 
any dictation from our friends towards our left. The position is that 
the present Ministry must face the fact that the income from the 
vSales Tax cannot he as great as was expected because practically the 
whole of the trade of this province has been paralysed and business 
is at a standstill. Therefore they will expect very little from the 
Sales Tax and the other taxes as well. We protested against the 
imposition of the Sales Tax wheii^the Sal(‘s Tax Bill was passing 
througli tliis House and we do now expect that tV present Ministry 
will consider as to whether it is jiossible to give any relief in respect 
thereof. There is then another tux, namely, the raw jute tax. The 
past Ministry had told the House that this tax w’as not going to be 
levied from the growers but you will be surprised to find that the 
mills are making it one of the conditions in the contracts with the 
sellers that the latter will have to pay the two annas tax. It was 
originally expected that the mills will bear this tax and the exporters 
and other countries which will purchase this commodity will pay this 
tax. But, as a matter of fact, on account of this new clause in the 
contract, the sellers have to pay this 2 annas tax and the sellers in 
their turn pass this on until it has to come out of the gro^^ers’ pocket. 
This is one of the questions which the Ministry will have to consider 
when a tax which was originally levied with the avowed purpose of 
not fulling upon the grower is really falling upon the grower. 


I do not wish to indulge in any detailed criticism or approval of the 
Budget as it stands because this will be considered when the cut 
proposals will be there. But I do draw the attention of the Ministry 
to the necessity of providing adequate Civil Defence for its population, 
promoting communal harmony to the best of its ability and giving as 
much relief as is possible. The present times are such that we cannot 
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expect very much in these cinminstcnces, but we do hope that ^the 
Ministry will do its best so as to justify the confidence which the countrj^ 
has placed in it. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, the Budget to my mind is 
a metropolitan Budget. I am a villager and from my standpoint the 
Budget is a hopeless document. What has gone to the metropolis of 
Calcutta is more than what has been jirovided in total for the one lakh 
of villages in the mofassal. Mr. Huq w’as a man of the village of 
Chakhar, but he has converted that village into a town. For that he 
is a convert now — a convert now of Dr. Mookerjee, not because he has 
changed his religion but because Dr. Mookerjee has given his village 
much more than what Mr. Huq (‘ould expect. If Mr. Suhraw^ardy 
yielded before the audacity of Mr. Huq, now there is a competition 
between Dr. Mookerjee and Mr. Huq in making the metro- 
polis of Calcutta and the village town of (''hakhar prosperous 

y y" 

fhe u'atchword 

with the two swindlers. They started on a snfar, they cheated the 
people and got money in ('onspiracy and now' these two stalwarts of 
Bengal have adojited this jiolicy to advantage. Bengal villagers be 
bled w’hite with taxations and let Calcutta and Chakhar prosper. 
Villagers talked t^)Ugh Fazdul Hmj some day — now the talk is 
silenced. Dr. Syamaprasad has therefore an easy sailing. When I 
say this, I must jmint out that the first item of income in tlie Budget 
is fiom Customs. Estimate is for Rs. 12o lakhs. What is this money P 
It is the share of Bengal according to Niemyer Award received from 
the Centre as a share — (i2J j»er cent, of the jute tax. Who grew this 
juteP Dr. Syamaprasad will say, he and his ancestors. Mr. Huq 
does not dispute So, it is the money of the citizens of (’alcutta and 
must be sjjent for Calcutta and for the metropolitan noble people is 
the decision of the Hon’ble Finance Minister, but everybody knows 
that Dr. Syamaprasad had no touch with jute or jute lands. Money 
came from the villagers as being reduction in the price of jute and 
must therefore go to the villagers to remove the ailments due to steej)- 
ing of jute in rivers, in tanks, and in heels and fresh water must be 
given them in lieu thereof is probably not an incorrect proposition. 

The next substantial income is from Land Revenue. It amounts to 
Ra. 367 lakhs. Dr. Syamapra.sad will claim it as being money received 
from zemindars h\M\g in the city. The say will go ex parte from 
the Cabinet. Mr. Shaiiisuddin has forgotten lesson. Mr. Huq is 

coxitract bound. Land is of no value by, Itself and Calcutta lands 
jMwiuoe little of revenue. Cultivators toiled moil days in and days 
out and it is they who grow and who pa^he revenue as being sbare of 
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the produce. The middle men and zemindars are not the producers of 
wealth. They are only parasites — profit-seeking people feeding them- 
selves upon the ignorance of the people and the tyranny of one-sided 
legislation. This money, therefore, is the money of the villagers, I 
aver. Dr. Syaraaprasad may not agree. 

Provincial Excise brings 182 lakhs. Who are the people to pay? 
The poor wrecks of the villages pay the largest share is my assertion. 

Forest gives us 26 lakhs. Forest is not here in the city. 

, Registration yields 28 lakhs. Documents are made in all the 28 
districts. 

Other Taxes and Duties will give us 194 lakhs, the Budget says. 
What are these taxes? Entertainment Tax, Betting Tax, Electricity 
Duty, Finance Tax — that is, tax on professions and callings — Sales 
Tax, Motor Spirit Sales Tax and Raw Jute Tax. Of these, Entertain- 
ment Tax gives us 8, Betting Tax 11, Electricity Duty 21, tax on 
professions and callings 12, Sales Tax 100, Motor Spirit Sales Tax 5 
and Raw Jute Tax 37 lakhs of rupees. 

Whatever nonsense may be said, the Raw Jute Tax affects the 
grower and the income is, therefore, one coming from the villages. 
The Sales Tax of a crore of rupees is given by a lakh of villages as 
opposed to the town of Calcutta and tlie shares can very well be 
apportioned. The villagers’ share will be overwhelmingly larger than 
the town peoples’. The burden of Entertainment Tax, Betting Tax, 
Electricity Duty, Finance Tax on professions and callings. Motor 
Spirit Sales Tax are shared by the village folk also. 

I do not like to dilate upon it any further, but it is a plain truth 
that the income of the State is derived principally from the one lakh 
of villages. The villagers, however, do not know if there is yet a 
Government for them. They die in thousands and suffer in millions. 
They have not a drop of water to drink. Malaria and kala-azar cause 
havoc in the countryside every year. The ignorance of the people is 
'Colossal. Even 5 per cent, of the people do not know , to read and 
write. Co-operation of the Co-operative Department they do not know. 
Anything said about it is not understood. They live on agriculture. 
They use the implements of Adam’s time. Their cattle also are equally 
weak and infirm. They are helpless against the inclemencies of 
weather. Flood causes disaster, draught causes destruction of the 
crop, famine is a matter of yearly occurrence in th^ countryside. The 
average village is never visited by a servant of the Crown. If an 
agricultural demonstrator lives in a subdivisional town, he never^knows 
' kis business. In imitating the habit of his boss he will put on hat and 
shoes and being afraid of the mud he will neyer enter a village. 
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People are now overburdened with taxation, but taxation does not 
give them anything in return. What is the condition in the village 
side? In my constituency for which probably I can speak with 
authority, I mean the subdivision of Ooalundo, th^re was famine in 
1988. The year 1989 was not a year of prosperity. Again there was 
famine in 1940. 1941 was a year of very meagre production and 
people were already on the verge of starvation. But who is going to 
look after the people? My headquarters Rajbari is notorious for 

malaria and any Government officer w'ho is unwilling to go there and 
if placed theie under compulsion flies away at the earliest opportunity. 
What are you going to do there for the amelioration of the condition 
of the people? There has been criminal neglect in the past, there is 
culpable neglect now*. The day is fast coming when desolate villages 
will contribute nothing to your exchequer and you will realise then 
the situation. You lodd out an olive brunch to the villagers and 

imposed taxes in (juick siK'ce.ssion — financial tax on })rofession8 and 
callings, Sales Tax, the Haw Jute Tax, etc. You assured the people 
that all the money derived from taxation will go to the villages for 
nation-building ])ur])ose8. The primary education cess was already 
there. You promised augmentation from provincial revenues, so that 
every child in the village could receive primary education free of all 
charges. You promised the supply of pure water in the course of 

thrt‘e \ears to every village. You promised to prevent outbreak of 

malaria and kala^i^ar and [iromised the treatment of diseases in the 
village area. But alas, ease retra<‘ts the vows made in pain. Your 
promises have gone for nothing. 

1 he Budget provided for Rs. 10 lakhs for rural water-supply in 
1941-42 before these taxations were imposed. In 1942-48 the same 
amount has been provided in the Budget. The head “Primary Educa- 
tion” got an amount of Rs. 45 lakhs in 1941-42 and now the figure 
increases by a glorious figure of Rs. 5 lakhs for over 5 crores of people 
in Bengal. Then, Sir, for medical relief a scheme was thought out 
for 1941-42 at a cost of Rs. 1,50,000, the money will not be spent. 
Now that thought is given up and a glorious figure of Rs. 76,000 has 
been provided in the Budget for 1942-48. Coming to quinine’ we find 
that a sum of Rs. 0 lakhs has been provided in this Budget as in the 
Budget of 1941-42, in spite of the imposition of so heavy taxations. 
Rupees 2, GO, 000 has been provided for anti-malarial measures for 
kala-^r Rs. 1.20,000, and R.s. 30,000 has been provided under the 
head Epidemics . The provisions are the same as in the year 1941-42. 
The net result is in the face of heavy taxations barring an increase of 
a paltry sum of S'riakhs for primary education, all the other nation- 
building purposes have got nothing. 

One thing i* prominent, i.e., madrasah education. Unfortunately* 
the provision made last year was not Of a recurring natnru. The 
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madrasahs got only Ks. 34,000 last year for building grant, non- 
recurring, i.e., for^ repairing of buildings. This year that has ibeen 
withdrawn and a grant of Ks. 20,000 is proposed just as a vengeance 
which is splendid indeed ! ! The population has increased by 3 crores 
or probably more according to the present census and these people are 
to be served by the non-recurring grant of Ks. 20,000 with the with- 
drawal of Ks. 34,000 granted last year for madrasah education — 
education for which the Muslims are so much anxious and for which 
we have been dying and crying hoarse. The Premier also made 
promises lavishly here, there and everywhere in the metropolis and 
the villages and to the Maulvi Sahibs and Maulana Sahibs and to 
everybody in the world. The position is this. The Education 
Minister, Khan Bahadur Sahib is sitting ovW there . 

(At this stage the red light was lit and the member was allowed to 
speak for two minutes more.) 

We are anxious to have this madrasah education. You cannot neglect 
it, you must not neglect it because on that depends our life and soul. 
We care for our soul, we care for our body also. In madrasah we get 
food for our body and for our soul. You are telling us any amount 
of nonsense, but we shall never care for them. We must have madrasah 
.education. Neglect is criminal. You cannot indulge in this crimi- 
nality any more. You must come forw’ard. How long will you 
neglect, Sirl^ 

Then, Sir, in the Select Committee (»n Sales Tax Bill we cried 
hoarse. My note of dissent is significant. That was the sense of the 
House. That was the promise of the Hon’ble Minister. It reads as 
follows: “Illiteracy is a curse, people in rural area are dying and 

the water scarcity is ai)j)alling. Our support is with this measure if 
only the income from it is utilised exclusively for the following 
purposes in the order given below: — 

(1) Primary Education. 

(2) Kural medical relief. 

• (3) Kural water-supply.” 

Ik.. 

But, Sir, we did not care'*for famine. We did not care for the fact 
that the people were unable to pay. We gave consent to taxation with 
the expectation that the villagers would get the benefit. But alas, the 
pen has changed hands. Now the talk is not for the village, but for 
the town only, liet the villages go to ruin!! ^Icutta should be 
saved from the onslaught of the enemy ! ! The whole of Calcutta has 
been provided with superfluity of Water, dispensaries, hovSpitals, camps 
and protection walls and all other amenities of life and at a cost of over 
4 crores of rupeto. 
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Could you not conceive that it was not your business? It was 
surely the business of the Central (TOvernineiK. The enemies sliall be 
foug’ht by the Central and not by the ProvinciaKdovernment. The 
injury caused by the enemy shall he repaired by the Central dovern- 
ment. Prevention and cure — on both the.se .scores the responsibility 
rests w'ith the Government at Dellii. ^ 

If responsibility is shitted it must be shifted to the people them- 
selves. The Calcutta Corporation must have supplied water and must 
have provided for medical and other relief. To rob Peter to pay Paul 
is not a jfood policy. 

(At this stajre the member haviiijr reached his liiim-limit tesumed 
his seat.) * 


Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Mr. I)ej)ut\ Speaker. Sir. in spite (»f the 
Budget for the year P)4*J-4d sho\vin«r a deficit of It.s. 1 crore and o 
lakhs, f think should coiij^ratulate ourselves that it is not w(^se 
considei iny: the present world crisis. 

The Hon’hle Finance .Mini>tei ii|i»htly sav.s tliat his Pudp*t is in 
the nature of a Wai Hud^ri't, since Civil Defence ot considi'rable 
ma^Miitude has be dealt with. It is as well that the e^xjienditiire 
under thl^ hea«l is supjdemeiited by the ('enlral (iovernment for the 
amount is 4 crores o{ rupees, otherwise, the province would be 
(•(uifronted with fresh taxation. 

Our thanks sh^ibl jro out to the previous Finance Minister, 
Mr. Suhrawardy, who had the couraj^e and foresight to pre.sent the 
Sales Tux Hill whi(d) no doubt made him vei\ un]KUuilar but whicli 
neverthele>s with other two Hills, the Motor Spirit Tax and the Haw 
Jute Sales Tax stand us in good stead to-day It is also gratifying to 
find,j the jiew Ministeis from the previous Opposition, taking over 
Goverirnieut responsibility and talking about War measures and wuirk- 
ing in (o-operation with our old stalwart, the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul 
the ^Vernier of Bengal. It is needless to i ritieize details regarding 
the Budget expenditure when the Finance Minister tells us that instead 
of Nation Building he has liad to ileal with Nation saving; so it will 
be better if f^e dilate more on the war situation. 

We were deeply impresseir by the Finance Minister's refereme to 
the fall of Singapore and of his informing us how Fngland (da.sped 
the hand of Russia iif spite of bitter differences in the pa.st to fight a 
dangerou.s common enemy, and so perhaps we have the Huq-Muk 
Ministry. But why do Indians exclude the British minority? 
Shaking hands hair not made England Bolshevik; nor has it made 
Russia Imperialisti<‘ ; nor have the vM'uslims agreed to a Hindu Raj 
or the’Hindus to the Pakistan scheme. What we want is not a change 
of method but a change of heart. To solve our problem in India the 
10 
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majority rule of our Parliamentary system, our active unity must *be 
efficient, that means, thUt the righta and claims of every section of an 
Indian nation must be given full and complete expression in a 
national Government, in our national war effort. 

do not want the rule observed in the letter only, but also in 
the spirit ; otherwise, there is no crueller tyranny than that which is 
perpetrated under the ^ield of law and in the name of justice. China 
as a majority nation does not rule the world. No country is governed 
•by its uneducated masses. The rank and file -of the Army and Navy 
do not direct their officers. Killers are not more numerous than the 
ruled. Our Csabinet consist of a mere dozen out of 250. but it slmuld 
be a representative one. Why must the rights of ^important minorities 
bn sacrificed? 

Before wV consider whether China and the Pacific should be 
dominated by Kussia or Japan, or Germany be permitted to force her 
into the Middle East and act as a buffer between the Moslem 
States under the influence of France and Kussia, India must be cohesive 
by including the hmropeun and Anglo-Indian minorities in their 
Cabiffets afld work together as an integral part of the British Empire, 
otherwise, we work at cross purposes with Quislings in our midst and 
thus destroy Ourselves. 

Let us take a lesson from China’s internal strife. China has had 
do years of turmoil of military dictatorships. Before that, it had an 
absolute monarchy and Marshal Chiang-Kai-She&'F had to fight his 
rivals before he became supreme, but to-day his country is weakened 
and is a prey to the enemy. 

It is very interesting to find that a lakh of rupees has been provided 
to promote communal harmony. One wonders if social functions 
among the leaders could bring about the desired result. To^be gracious 
and kind begets trust, to be a snob and an upstart engenders hatred. 
But can men change their natures overnight? 

Let us remember the words of Mr. Churchill, the one fault, the 
one crime, wdll be the weakening in our purpose and, therefore, in 
unity. 

With a victorious Japan in the Far East and a successful Germany 
in the Middle East, when the order of things changes, aggression 
replaces toleration. What hope has India of I^minion Status within 
the Empire P Therefore my only advice to the leaders is to forget the 
past and to work with the minorities, to work with the powerful British 
minority in India. 

England may be isolated (o-day^^^but England stands invincible. 
Let us be hn asset to her in her hour of need and not a liability. An 
exhausted Japan and Germany will be glad to sue for peace, to try 
and keep what they have taken for they must realise to grab more is 



to lose all. “Live and let live*’ must l>e their motto. It has so far 
been a ^t?ht between the “Have nots” and th«>^ 4 “ Haves”, and so perhaps 
England has not extended itself specially since the-Empire is divided. 
It nOw falls to the lot of the Indian politicians to play a most important 
part. Will they strengthen or weake|l the lianAs of England by 
uniting or by non-co-operating and so we find China’s Supreme ^War 
Lord interviewing them and placing them on the horns of a^dilemma. 

We have not only to fight roaring lions — battleships, aeroplanes and 
tanks but also invisible serpents — traitors and quislings. \Ye may he 
unprepared for the former but we cannot afford to be unprepared for 
the latter. Otir only solution is: Let India be united. Let India 
consider the minority ipiestion and sn attain Doininitui Statu% within 
the British Empire, as promised by England. j , 

Mr. 8HAM$UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Mr Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, I took part first in the di.scussions of the Budget in 1937. 
Since* then, like a dumb and mute show of theatre, I entered into the 
“Aye” lobby and the “No” lobby with the Ministerial Party. I take 
my stand to-day to utter sennet hing about the Budget presented hy the 
new (iovernment . At the outset, 1 congratulate the Finance Minister 
(m the presentation of his budget which, in my opinimi^is (j^ite a gootl 
budget under the abnormal ciicuinstances and within such a shfirt lime 
of his ac<M‘])tance of office Members have f»>ught shy anJi a new 
personnel is now ^ the gadi of Ministers, But 1 make bold t* say 
that on a perusal (T^tln* Budget I find that the policy of the (ioV«rnment 
IS the same. There is ubsidutely no change in the policy and '7)ro- 
gramme of the Government although we find a new* personnel on the 
tfiidi. (Here man> member^ of the Opposition interjected.) It is an 
iron> of fate tliat the meml><*is wini are now' interjei ting were w’ith me 
on this skle ot the House and fought with mt* l)ut to-day they are 
commenting on the Budget tnnn a different angle of vi.sion. Although 
Maulvi Ahmed AH Mridha and myself come from the same district we 
are thinking on different lines and 1 thank my friends for the inter- 
jection which they have utttered. 

In the course of my speech, I shall give a reply to these interjections 
and these taunts. Sir, as I was telling the House, the policy of the 
Government is the same although there has been a change in the 
personnel of the Ministry-. First of all I shall lake up certain items 
of the Budget but I Jo not want to tire the House with Budget figures 
which the honourable members will have an opportunity to go into, 
at the time of voting on demands in the course of discussion on cut 
motions. I belong to a village, ^Sir, and I come from the very interior 
of a district. I wish, therefore, to /efer to matters whwh. affect rural 
areas, and I will not disturb the House w’ith anything that concerns , 
the urban areas. 
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I shall take up the '‘Irrigation’' Budget first. I do not, however, 
thinl^^his general discussion has any value. So far back as In 1937 
said something about the dredgers which are still now lying idle in 
j^tagnant waters just before my house and just in front of the subdivi- 
sional quarters in the district of Faridpur. These dredgers are lying 
idle 'there for years and a recurring expense is being incurred on them 
by Gov^nment every year. I made a suggestion td^; Government 
either to sell them br to send them somewhere in ,tnW^Bay of 
Bengal and convert them into h<)s])itals ft)r tubercul^isv patients. 
Goveriinjent neither paid any heed to that suggestion of llmitfe nor has 
it done Anything up till now to minimise the fecurringyikpenditiire on 
these dredgers. In the “Red Book” of the Budget one will see that 
certain recoveries have been made on account of the utilisation of the 
dredger “Alexander” for dredging the 'Tlaridaspiir liooj). Sir, the 
well-known Bil Route (‘anal in our part is not navigable throughout the 
year. Ma> I ask what (jovernment has done foi dredging the Upper 
Kumar and keeping this Bil Route Canal, a well-known irrigation 
channel, navigable)^ Tfie fact is that although large sums of money 
have ^een spent every year on it, it is not navigable. The Ujiper 
' S^umar has dried uj) while the dredgers are lying idh* although large 
junis of money art‘ being spent from the Bengal Excdieiiuei (‘very year 
for thw (Iredgisg's and their upkeej). I suggest again to-day that Gov- 
ern mertt should take up tlu* work of dredging b> using these dredgers 
and. thus keeping the Bil Route ('anal navigable throughout the >ear, 
and helping drainage Hushing as w'ell as inigatibtj and tliat (lovern- 
nient should not spend mone.\ foi notliing as it has been doing so long 
for unproductive purposes (‘uch year by maintaining the dredgers in 
stagnant waters. 


Then, Sir, a scheme costing about a lakh of rupees has been hatched 
in the Secretariat for the drainage ot the vast Bil area on the northern 
side of the Bil Route (‘anal, but Government has not yet given effect 
to this scheme: ratlier, ii is curious that (lovernnient has asked the 
District Board ot Faridpur t<^ spend Rs o.OOO a voar for tlie main- 
tenaiH'c of (his small (‘anal, if taken up and dug b\ Goverument. May 
I know from Government w'h.\ this demand of Rs. o.(HM) a year has 
been made on the poor District Board? If Government can spend a 
lakh of rupee's for the flushing and drainage of^ this vast Bil area, is 
it not the duty of Government to spend another Rs. 5,()()0 annually 
for the maintenance of that scheme? Will it not help a large number 
of cultivators by increasing the yield of their crops in that vast area? 
If the answty- is in the affirmative, is jt not the duty of Government to 
find money ^'iSr the upkeep of the caj|.al after the execution of the 
scheme? This flushing and drainage scheme for the northern Bil area 
of the Bil Route Canal is a beneficial scheme no doubt, and 1 ask the 
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Hon ’ble the Finance Minister and through him the Bevenue Miaiieter 
as well as the Minister of Irrigation to take up this work at an early^ 
date. 

Sir, iiiv es<e(‘ined friend, Mr. Ahmad Ali Mridha, has drawn the 
attention of tlie H(»n'hle Ministers and also of the House to the havoc 
caused by malaria, kala-azar and other fell dispenses in the (Hstrii't of 
Faridpur. It would he a horror to hear that at eacli health unit, of 
which I have visited luan^ centres, gather patients numbering about ^ 
7,o(K) ea«h morning— patient‘< suffering friuii malaria, kala-aimr and 
other tell diseaJies Sir, our villages have become tlie breeding ground 
ol these fell diseases on account of the drying up of the local rivers 
and other wat(*r channels. *^And still the Irrigation Department is 
silent over it. It is now very bu.sy in connection with the starting of « 
a (‘ollege for river research and with this thing and that, while the 
jieople are dying of ravagcM of malaria and kala*azar. Government has 
done nothing up till now for proper drainage and irrigation in the 
districts of Faridpur, Jesst>re. Nadia and others where malaria and 
kalu-azai are causing havoc. A stud\ in that college, when e^italjiiHhe^, , 
of river research will not help the poor cultivators and perhaps when ^ 
this .scheme will mature and the college will be establighed^as a full#" 
fledged imstitution. people will die in thousands and men in lakhs of 
malaria and kala-azar and the villages will become almost depopulated. 

I will now pas#.^in to the Revenue Department. Sir, I tabled a , 
resolution some time ago to the effect that the survey and settlement 
operations in the districts of Bakarganj and Faridpur should be dropped 
for the present : unfortunately, however, it could not come up in that 
session. Then I wrote a letter to the Hon’ble the Chief Minister with 
regard to certain points and suggestions of mine and I also submitted 
to each of the MiniNters a <opy thereof in which I discussed the defects 
and other things of the survey and settlement operations, but I regret 
to sa> that up till now none of the H(»nT)le Ministers nor Government 
has taken any notice of it. If you lot>k at the Budget you will be 
pleased to know that increased provision has been made this year for 
revisional sun'ey and settlement operations in the districts of Bakar- 
ganj and Faridpur. Sir, in the original settlement the records of 
rights were prepared by tw’o table works but here in this revisional 
settlement the records of rights are going to be prepared on the basis 
of single table w’ork. The present work will be hasty, incorrect and 
unsatisfactory and the poor cultivators will be plunged into endless 
litigation, both civil and criminal. I wonder if Government has made 
an increased provision in the Bu^et for this purpose I 

Thep, Sir, the price of papy and the cost of final publication which 
will be realised from poor tenants and cultivators would be abnormally 
high. On these arguments I request the Government to drop this 
settlement at on't'e and save these poor cultivators from litigaticTh ^nd 
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from ^he cost of getting these record of rights finally published. As 
yet we know nothing as to what the Government has done towards it. 

Then, Sir, coining to tlie Department of Industries, I would respect- 
fully Kuhniit that a provision was made in the last Budget for the 
marketing of the cottage industry products but Government did not 
take any steps wliatsoever for this scheme, althougli a big provision 
was made and my friends on the other side will he pleased to note that 
the money is there for non-utilisation. Sir, it is the hounden duty of 
the Government to see that a ju-oper market is obtained for these 
products. In the competition they an* gradually dying out and it is 
the duty of the Government to see that this cottage industry 
thrives and it is the business of the Government to see that their 
products g^t a good market, but the Government has absolutely failed 
in that. 

Ne.vt, Sir, 1 come to rural lecom^tiuction. - This is a very high 
sounding word no doubt Theie i,*^ a department ol tin* Government 
but I would rc'']»eci fulls submit that there is no scheme, no j>olic\ and 
BO jirogruBime of (ioveinment Sir, in the province id the Punjab 
this rural reconstruction is carried out under the aiispicos of co-operation 
but here it is like a patehwork. I 'rider the “General ‘Administration” 
some mone\ was provided but even that moue> could not he utilised. 
I know there are some centres ot rural rei'onstruetion ; I know there 
are some centres of adult education; hut no adequaii^ grants were made. 
I regret to say that when I go through the Bed Book 1 find that a sum 
to the extent of some SO or So thousand rupees is unspent because the 
District Gtficers could not utilise the money. They could spend it by 
giving grants to rural reconstruction centres, to adult education 
centres, it tiiey liad a mind to do it. 

Now, Sir, coming to Agriculture and Veterinary Department, I 
would respectfully submit that it is a very peculiar thing of the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal. There is a provision in the Agricultural Budget 
for animal husbandr\ . While there is a Veterinary Department in the 
province why should there he animal husbandry under the Department 
of Agrieiilturey This is a novel thing and, Mr. Deputy ,fspeaker, you 
won’t see anywher^ in the world that where there is a Veterinary 
Department there is animal husbandry under the Department ot Agri- 
culture. It is the duty of the Government to transfer animal husbandry 
to Viderinary Dejiartment. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

One minute, Sir, and 1 would linish. 

Sir, a big sum has been provided in the Budget for communal 
harmony. 1 do not think that coins and rupees or Government ctirrency 
notes will cement communal relationship. It is a matter of the mind 
and it is a psychological thing. No amount of currency notes can 
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cement this. Sir, I would respectfully request the Hon’ble Finance 
Miuis|er that if in his tours he gives a message of good relatiotiship 
among the communities in the mufussal, that will help and no money 
will help it. * 

Df. «!• M. DAS GUPTA; Mr. I>e]>uty Speaker, Sir, in rising to 
offer a few general ctnnments on the Budget, I Want to t<‘H the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister that 1 am fully conscious of the difficulties that 
besel him. On one si<le there are coinmission.s as well as omissions of 
the last (jovernment and on the other there is the deadening^ influence 
of the beauroi ratic machiner\ . It i.s. therefore, not a matter of wonder 
that this Budget reflects little credit to the genius and virile personalfty 
oi the trainer ot this Budget. lie has, however, correctly jtppreciated 
the ver\ grave and real dangers that are now fac'ing our land and that 
tln‘ piimarN dut\ ol this (iovernimmt should be to adopt efficient 
mea>ures in tinu' so that the maximum effeetive jiroteidion (‘ould be 
secured i«u the civil p<»pula(ion in this province. But I am afraid this 
Biidj^et both in it*, planning well as in its jirovisions is wlndly 
inadequate to etleetivel\ safeguard the province against the danger^ 
of eiiemv aggn*ssion. The happenings in Malaya an4 South Burma 
can leav«* m» delu'^ion in the mind of the Finunee Minister about this. 
He speak'' ot a co-ordinated effort on the jiart of Government unham- 
pered by traditional r«‘d tape, et«‘., but these brave words notwith- 
standing the Ibidgff sliows that tliis Government is yet jiainfully tied 
uj) to the heaurijcralie chariot wheel. There is the same inflation of 
the budgetary e\j>enditure and the same large unspent amounts in 
nation-building departments; there is also the same lieavy demands 
for police and otlier administrative (lepartimuits in which I lioped to 
see drastic reorganisation and retrench meiit in his fiands. 

1 shall, however, pass these over for the present and offer a few 
comments on Civil Defence only. In this sphere the Hon’ble Minister 
wants us t(» stand solidly united and face the common danger 
courageously. Bui what i.s the actual position in the country to-day? 
An attitude, ot abject defeatism has taken hold oi the popular mind. 
This has icsulted in large exoduses from the city and has caused sevcTe 
dislocati(»n in all branches of econoiuie life in the province. Amongst 
the causes that have given rise to this there can be no doubt that the 
Government declarations on the subject have played a most important 
part. Consequently it must be assumed to liave been a planned action 
on the part of the powers at the hcdm to bring about this partial paralysis 
of our economic life. In strange contrast to this in Britain and 
U. S. S. R. and other places every man and woman found suitable 
work and is exj)ected to do his or her very best in order to strengthen • 
the national life so that the country may be ready for all eventualities. 
Then why this difference in policy here? Over there in Europe every 
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man and woman has been provided with arms. Then why is tFe Anns 
Act still in force here even w'hen this mighty and powerful enemy is 
practically at our door. The policy of distrust and exploitation owing 
to which the Arms Act is still enforced here, I submit, is wholly 
urrtuited for the present situation and also for the future post-war 
world reorganisation. vSir, if the continuation of this policy means a 
distrust of u^^hnd a fear of revolt and consequently a determination 
on the part of the powers at the helm to keep us slaves for all times, 
then I iihn clearly see that these Western Democracies will force all 
Asiat^'s to range against them in no future date. 

I^eaving aside the question of polic\ when w’e come to the actual 
Civil Defence, 1 wish the Hon’ble Minister had been a little more 
informatijK.e. The House does not know who controls this four crores 
that is in the Budget and who also controls the Civil Defence organisa- 
tion. Sir, 1 am not giving away any information, but after the 
terrible ordeals that all Asiatics in particular had to undergo in Malaya 
and Burma 1 have absidutely no doubt that the House would want that 
the Government of Bengal should assume full control over our pro- 
vincial Civil Defence and, if necessary, (Teate a new department for 
this purpose. We do not want to be hande<l over to the tender care of 
another Hutchings here. 

Coming to details, 1 am disappointed to see no mention of any 
plan of insurance either for life or for propert>;,< , In all countries 
which face dangers of invasion, the respective ttovernments have 
adopted insurance schemes suitable for their ec(»nomic conditions. Here 
a partial insurance measure for j)roperty has been introduced, but 
nothing further has yet come out from the legislative anvil at Delhi. 
Placed as we are, I think that the Bengal Government should help the 
Central Government b\ recommending their own scheme of insurance 
to suit the peculiar economic condition of this province. 

As regards the surgical measures of Civil Defence, after a very 
careful study of the subject 1 have no hesitation in declaring that we 
are hopelessly inefficient and ho}ielessly behind those undertaken in 
other countries particularly those in Britain. These measures were 
first based on the .^perienc^s gathered in Madrid and Barcelona and 
have now been improved in the light of fresh experiences in Britain 
and we cannot do better than adopt them m fofo. I do not want to go 
into details at this stage but I have no fear of contradiction when I 
say that the entire planning of Civil Defence is wholly defective and 
is not calculated to bring to the populace that safety that we expect to 
get from Civil Defence measures. 

The situation demands that Government should have a clear visi(^ 
* of the task that lies before them and courageously plan to efficiently 
accomplish it. I know it is a tall order that requires a broad shoulder 
to carry. But Government should think that they also possess broad 
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Bhouldezs. They claim that they truly represent the various communi- 
ties and classes and interests of this province. If it is really a. fact 
then they should courageously go forward and I have no hesitation in 
saying that if they bring in a comprehensive scheme which is likely 
to meet the exigencies, the whole (‘ountry will 8U])port them as thjft^’ 
hope. I also freely admit that the stirring appeal that the Premier 
addressed to the nation when he formed this (iovernmttj|^ found real 
response in the heart of every true son and daughter of this pr(»vincc. 
With a sanction like that behind them this Oovernmeiit shouldfj>roceed 
with the confidence of univ(‘rsal popular sup])ort of tlie entire nation 
lor an> comi»rehenNive niea>urt‘ that ihe\ consider necessary f(»^ this 
purpose. 

The most imjxirtant among these are, in my opinion, firstly^measures 
necessary to secure maximum economic stability even if the war over- 
takes us I am afraid that there is no indication of any planning in 
this line from the ^lon'ble Finance Minister’s Budget Speech. 
Secondly. 1 think that the (lovernment of Bengal should assume com- 
plete control over Civil Defence; and, thirdly, that Government should 
recommend immediate repeal of the Arms Act. These too, 1 think, 
should be regarded a*^ a national demand. 11 the present Government 
really represent all classes and sections, and c'ommunities in this 
province, if they have that sanction, then 1 think it is their duty as 
well as their honour to put forth this national demand. Not only this. * 
It i.s still more uec^^sary to put forth the demand at present, because 
the people of our country have been paying huge amounts and large 
annual exactions have been levied from the Central demands year after 
year for defence purposes, but when after a good portion of a (‘entury 
it has really become nece8.sar\ for India to be defended we find that the 
British Army is wholly inequal to the task and is wholly undependable. 
From that point of view, I l>elieve that it is the fluty of every man and 
woman of this |)r(*vince t(t demand that they should be armed so that 
they should be able to defend then fiwn homes and hearths and not 
to depend upon something which is init dependable. That is my advice 
to the Government and 1 feel that if Government should bring forth 
any comprehensive scheme on these line.s the entire country will be 
behind them. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise 
to congratulate the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 1 congratulate him 
if not for anyi.hing else but for his nice closely printed statement 
containing 24 pages. Being not satisfied with that closely printed 
statement of 24 pages, he has issued an addendum containing two more 
jBges. I really sympathise with him for the anxiety that he ]ias shown 
by such statement to make an improvement up<»n his Budget, especially 
deal with the two pages of his addendum that he has issued lastly. 
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He Las said that Singapore, as we are told, is impregnable. He Las 
told the British statesmen to realise that the opponents of yesterday 
may very well become friends of to-day and to-morrow. He has asked 
the British statesmen to realise that the Indian deadlock must be solved. 
He has asked the British statesmen to realise that the entire power 
must be handed over to the Indians at once. I am at a loss to under- 
stand how by^ this statement of his the present Budget of 1942-43 is 
improved in any w^ay. I do not like to comment any more on his 
speech vk'ifh regard to this jxiint, except that the statement has got 
no relevan('y wiUi the Budget. Now I w’ould just like to draw the 
attention of the lion ’hie Minister in charge of the Civil Defence. Tbe 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister has provided four crores of rupees for 
Civil Defence. Of these two crores of rupees have been provided for 
the huge^rganisation of the A. R. P. May I quote before the House 
tlie particular item or items and figures that have been provided 
for? I do not know h(»w it will Ijelp in saving Calcutta from the 
imminent danger that we are all apj)rehending. 1 would welcome that 
more mon(‘y ought to have been provided if there had been a j)ossibility 
of saving the metropolis of Cahuitta from the imminent danger that 
is lying ahead. 

May I draw' the attention of honourable members of the House to 
some of the details of expenditure — 



Rs. 

ihiy and allowances of the A. R. P. Controller, 
Assistant Controllers and A. R. P. officers 

72,000 

Expenses of the office of the A. R. P. Controller, 
el c 

1,03,000 

Pay and eijuiimient for Warden service . . 

4,16,000 

Casualty organ isati<»n 

27,000 

Rescue service 

7,43,000 

Messenger service 

14,000 

Street fire j)art> service . . 

14,91,000 


And so (HI and .sfi forth. 

Thus, we come to an expenditure of Rs. 4,01,55.080. But I do not 
know liow' the Hoif*ble Finance Minister proposes to save Calcutta by 
the provision of this money for A. R. P. Is there any possibility that 
Calcutta can be saved ^ We all know that life is precious and is worth 
saving. But can he tell this House how the construction of a few 
trenches and walls, the organisation of warden service or the casualty 
organisation or the establishment of a few nursing homes or the estab- 
lishment of some rescue services will save this town? Has the present 
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Ministry got the arms to fi^i^ht out the enemy from the metropolis? If 
not, what useful purpose will he served by wasting this huge sum of 
money? We know thaU to them life i> not precious and is not worth 
living in tiie rural areas where thousands of people are every day 
dying of kala-azar, (d malaria, t>f small-pox and of other diseases. 
No p^ovl^ion has been made for the establishment of rural dispensaries 
No extra provision has been made tor water-suj)ply in tlu* rural areas. 
No extra provision has been made lor improving the sadar and subdivi- 
sional di>pensaries. Let us hojie that the provision of thl« money 
will save the lives of hundre<ls and thousamls of people in Calcutta. 
But will the Hon'ble Minister tell us how the precious lives will be 
sa\ed? We know how the money will be sjient. He himself has said 
that '2 crores ha^ been spent on the organisation for A. R. P. If 

lile i> M* |)re( i(.us-— we all admit that life is precious— why does not the 
Ilon'bh* Minister in charge ol the Civil Defence Department who was 
oma* the Ma>or ot Calcutta and who. we have becm tidd, has enormous 
intliieiiee in the eit\ oi Caleutta, organise or imdiilisc a voluntetu' corps? 
Wh\ doc" he not na ttnt volunteers foi these organizations, viz., rescue 
service, nursitig homes, warden service, casualty organisation, street 
fire ]»artie^ and so on and so forth. Can Cab'Utta be saved by sjiending 
mones only? We would very much like to see that Calcutta is saved 
if it is attacked. But we know that this will not help them in the 
least. 

Another item ^\Tlich the Hon’ble Finance Minister has provided in 
the “General Administration” is 1 lakh of rupce.s for ^le i)romotion 
of communal harmony. I would appeal to him and to the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister not to try tor this jjromotion of <'omniunal harmony. 
It is better that the Hon’ble Finance Minister and the Hon’ble Cdiief 
Minister do not waste this money in the name of promoting communal 
harmony. It will have a retrograde effect. It will produce a serious 
effect, and mone\ will be wasted. Money will be spent in travelling 
allowances and nothing el.^e. 

Some money has been provided for the establishment of 207 settle- 
ment board^. 1 think the Hon’ble Finance Minister along with the 
Minister in charge of Co-operative Credit and Rural, Indebtedness knows 
that the lives of some of these Debt Settlement Boards are going 
very soon to expire and tliey are going to be aboli.shed. Why 
try to establish more Debt Settlement Boards — UM) ('operative 
Debt Settlement Boards and 107 Union Settlement Boards for 
the rural area? Why not extend the period of old Debt 
S<ittlement Boards and why not advise these Settlement Boards to 
receive applications from co-operative societies, from the co-operative 
debtors and from other ordinary debtors? Instead of incurring more* 
expenditure for this purpose, instead of creating more Settlement 
Boards for this purpose, the staff which we have already got, the Debt 
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Settlement Boards which we have already got, we think and we are of 
opinion, are quite enough to adjudicate these debts, jto settle these 
debts. 

Another thing is this. I am at a loss to understand, much lese to 
ioHow the speeches of some of my friends opposite. Some of my friends 
on the right say that the present Ministry is following the same old 
policy. Some J^ave said that this Ministry was only constituted about 
two months ago and therefore they have not been able to frame their 
own policy and present a Budget which will reflect the opinion of the 
rural people of Bengal. Let us only wait and see how the Hon^ble 
Finance Minister presents his future Budgets. Let us see whether he 
is going to follow the old policy or any new policy. With these words 
1 resume my seat. 


Adjournment. 


It being 10-oG a.ra. — 

The House was adjourned till 8-dO a.m. on Saturday, the 2l8t 
February, 1942, at the Assembly House,'^Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assemhly mvt in the Assembly House, Caleutta, on Saturday, 
the LMst February 1942, at 8-30 a.m. 


Present: 

Deputy Speaker (Mr. Sti i) J alai.uddin H.vshemy) in the Chair, 
8 ITnn’hlt* Ministers and 1(S4 Members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers ‘were given) 

Introduction of education cess in 24-Parganas. 

.*33A. Rai Bahadur J0GE8H CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble 
Mini.ster in chur^^e ol the Ivlucution Department l)e pleased to state — 

(//) when was the education cess introduced in the district of 
i?4-Parj:anas ; 

(h) the amountfot cess realised, year by year^ since its introduction 
and the amount spent in the coiTespondin^ l^riod ; ami 

If 

if) when did this Board actually start work ? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION, COMMERCE and 
LABOUR DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul 

Karim): Fdu(atif)n ces.s wa.s realised w'ith effect frfuii the bepin- 

niiify of the last ijuarter of 1939 - 49 . 

(/d In 1939-49 lbs 99 , 9 f>.‘i- 9-10 wa.s realise<l and ex|)end?}ure v\aH nil. 
In 1949-41 Hs.b.lT), Ibl was realisei^ and exj)enditure was 
Ks.3.(K>d^8.^ 

(c) The 3rd July, 1949. 

Printing of Holy Quran by non-Muslims. 

*34. Khan Bahadur Maulana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI: (a) 

Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(i) that the Musliui^reiigious feelings have been wounded by the 
printing, publishing and selling of the Holy Quran by non- 
Muslims; and 
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(ii) that the Governments of Sind' and North-West Frontier Pro- 
vinc^es have recently pas 3 ed a law forbidding the printing, 
publishing and selling of the Holy Quran by non-Muslims? 

(/;) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ hie 
Minister l>e pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government pro- 
IK)se to take in the matter? 

The Hon’biS Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) (?) I am aware 

that certain Muslims object. 

(ii) I was irtraware of the fact. 

(b) Government do not jrrojwse to take any steps. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDOIH AHMED: With reference to answer (af(f) 
will the Hon’ble Minister ba pleased to state whether he himself has 
got any objection to that? 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That question 
does not arise. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: With reference to answer {n){ii) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he has taken aay 
action whatsoever to get the information from the Sind Government? 

The Hon’ble Khahllahadur M. ABDUL KfARIlA: I have not taken 
any, 

Mre ATUL CHANDRA SEN: AVill the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to consider the desirability of collecting the opinion of representative 
Muslims — Muslims who are really competent to say on the subject — as 
to whether the printing, publishing and selling oi the Holy Quran by 
non-Muslims is indeed an offence from the Muslim point of view ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahlulur M. ABDUL KARIM: Government do 
rot propose to make sOch sort of enquiry. 


Grant to Vieva.Bharati. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’.ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department he pleased to state what 
grants were made to Visva-Bharati out of the Provincial Revenues from 
1937-88 to 1941-42, showing the year when such, grants were — 

(t) sanctioned, and 

(ii) actually paid^” 
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Tilt Hon*ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: A 8tat«nieut show, 
inff the grants made to this institution from the Education budget is 
laid on the Table. 


Staiement referred to in starred question No, 35, 


Year and date of 
sanction. 

Amount 
of the 
grant. 

Purpose for which sanc- 
tioned. 

Date of drawal 
by the party. 

mi-SH. 

Rh. 



14th May. 1930 

2,450 

f'onstniction of additional 

November, 1937, 

b\iildings for the Guru 
Training School at Sri- 
niketaii 

and February, 
1938. 

14th May, l!)3<i 

1 . 2(]0 

Charge for the supt'rvision 
of the Guru Training 
Sclux)!. 

Drawn on 

monthly basis. 

15th XovembiT, 
1937. 

10 

i'onstruction of hostel for 
the Santiniketan College. 

March, 1938. 





15th November, 

2,279 

Balance of the grant for 

November, 1938. 

1937. 

• 5 

construction of hosti^^ 


14th May, 1936 

1,2(10 

Su jiervision charge for Gum 
Training School. 

Drairn on 

monthly basis. 

28th Novenilx*r, 

,5,(M.O 

Educational activities 

January, 1939. 

1938. 

mu -40. 



23rd May, 1938 

1,200 

Supervision charge for Gum 
Training SchooL, 

Drai^n on 

monthly basis. 

24th February, 
1940. • i 

1940-41. 

25,000 

Educational activitfbs 

i 

P 

March, 1940. 

23rd May, 1938 

1,200 

Supervision charge for Guru 
Training School. 

Drawn on 

monthly basis. 

2lBt March, 1941 

26,000 

Educatk)^ activities 

March, 1941. 

1941-42. 




23rd May, 1938 

1,000*' 

^Supervision charge for Guru 
Training School. ^ 

Up to December, 

f 

'• ; 

1941. 
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Maifitananoe expenditure of the Lady Braboume College. 

*36. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon^ble 

MiuiHter in eljarge of the hxlucation Department be pleased to state — 

(а) what is the conscdidated rate assessed by the Calcutta Corpora- 

iioii for the l>iidy Braboume Colleg-e; and 

(б) wliat is the monthly expenditure for the staff? 

The Hon’blf Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Ks.9,279. 

This assesHni(*nt is only provisional. 

(h) Its. (1, 500. 


Payment of grants-in-aid to aided schools. 

*37. Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QADIR: {a} Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in chaif^’e of the Kducation Dejiartment he pleased to 
state whether giants to all aided hoys’ an<i girls' schools are being paid 
in three instalments as required by rule 2(1 ), Part IV, ])age 000 of the 
Bengal Kducation Code, reprinted in 1941? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons for not giving effect to the said rule? 

Irfr- 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; {a} Yes. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Recruitment for Bengal Senior Educational Service post in English 
reserved for Muslims. 

*38. Kimn Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minuter in charge of the Education Department be pleased 
to state whether i^cruihu^nt to the recently ailvertised post in the cadre 
of Bengei Senior Kducatio#al Service in Knglish ami reserved for 
Muslims was <*(^ifie.ed to the Bengali candidates only? 

(h) If the answer to (n^ is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Bengal 
Educational Service and Bengal Senior Educational Service posts are 
included in the Bengal Provincial Service? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that Provincial Services ^ other 
provinces are confined to the residents of the respective provinces? 



1942 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


145 


The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) No, but it 

was stated in the advertisement that preference would be given to 
candidates having permanent residence in this Province. 

(h) In order that Government might coiKsider the cases of candidates 
of marked outstanding merit from other provinces along with the cases 
of candidates from this Province. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) I am not aware. 


Travailing axpensaa of tha Hon'bla Minittars. 

•39. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state— 

(a) the actual amount spent for travelling expenses within the 
J’rovince for the Hon ble Ministers of tlie Government of 
Bengal from the 1st Januur\, 194t), to the Hist Det^ember, 
P>4(), sh(»wing the ligurt* se]>urately of each Hon’ble 
Minister; 

(//) the actual amount incurred for travelling expenses outside the 
Province* for the Hon’ble Ministers from the 1st January, 
PGtt, to the 'list December, PGI), showing the figure of each 
Hon'ble Minister separately; and 

(ci tlie actual amount incurred for travelling expenses for the 
MinisT«*rs to attend the Jute Conference in Delhi on the 4th 
December, 1941), and in the month of November, 1940, dis- 
cussing the jute problem of Bengal with the representatives 
of the Government of India, showing the figure for each 
Minister separately;’ 


MINI8TER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee): A state, lient is laid on the 
Library Table. * 


Babu NACENDRA MATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
plea.sed to .slate why it has been laid on the Library Table and not on 
this table?' 


Tho Hon’blo Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: I believe the 

statement is too long for this table. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: .Sir, may we expect a statement 
laid on the Library Table to be laid there one day before because we 
come here at 8-25 a. in. and therefore cannot go through the matter in 
such a short time 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: 1 shall 
certainly look into tln.s matter. 


Managing Committee of Dewangan) Co-operative High School. 

•40. Mr. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the HonTile Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(/) when the new Managing ('ommittee was elect e<l to the 
Dewanganj Co-operative High English School, Mymensingh; 
(//) whether the newly-elected members have been approved by 
the District Magistrate; and 

(///) whether the Ins])ector of Schools, Dacca Division, has made 
his nomination of one member to the said Committee*^ 

(h) If the answer to (// ) (///) is in the negative, will the HonTde 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) the reason for the delay in making the nomination; and 
(ii) when the nomination is likely to be madey 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: {a) (d On the 

2ard June, 1941. 

{ii) Yes, on the 27th dune, 1941; but on the 27th November, 1941, 
the District Magistrate extended the term of the old Committee up to 
the dlst March, 1942, 

(in) No. 

(h) 0^ llepresentatiouvs were made to the Inspector of Schools as 
well as to the Registrar, Calcutta University, regarding certain alleged 
irregularities iri the election and reconstitution of the new Committee 
for which the Calcutta University extended the life of the old Com- 
mittee pending their final decision in the matter. 

(ii) Nomination w’ill be made when the final decision of the Univer- 
sity is known. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when these representations to the Inspector of Schools 
and the Registrar of the Calcutta University were made? 
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The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I ask for notice 
because 1 do not know the date. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hoiride Minister be 
pleased to state when he expects a final decision to he taken on these 
representations P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; The matter is 
now lyin^f with the rniversity and it is difficult for me to say wdien 
their decision will be arrived at. 


Clarical posts in Bengal 8ecretariat and recruitment of non-Bengalis 

thereto. 

Ml. Mauivi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI; (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department l>e pleased to lay 
on the Table a statement showing — 

(i) the present number of — 

(1) |i»*nnanent, and 

(2) temporary 

emjdoye<^ of the Bengal Secretariat in the following 
cadres : — 

(1) ('p]>t‘r Division Flerks, 

(2) Ix)wer I>i vision (Herks, 

(d) Stenographers, and 

(4; Typista; and 

(it) the total number of — 

(1) permanent, and 

(2) temporary 

non-Bengali employees in each of the abovcmenlioned 
cadres ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state the reason for the 
appointment of non-Bengalis to these posts? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Minister a^^a^e that there is a feeling of resent- 
ment amongst the Bengalis against the appointment of non-Bengalis in 
these posts? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of discon- 
tinuing the practice of recruitment of non-Bengalis to these posts? 
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The Hofl’Me Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: (a) A statement 


fiven below. 

(i) Present number. 

K 

(ii) Non-Bengalis. 

A L 


t 

Perman- 

\ 

Tempo- 

f 

Perman- 

Tempo- 


nent. 

rary. 

ent. 

rary. 

Upper Division 

128 

30 

2 

1 

Liower Division 

245 

76 

4 

2 

Stenographers 

25 

8 

4 


Typists 

67 

37 

3 

1 


(b) Ihe Kecruitment Rules for clerical apjiointments in the Bengal 
Secretariat do not prescribe any doiniciliarv (jualification and any candi- 
date, if otlierwise eligible, may ap]»ear at one or other of the examina- 
tions by which these api)ointments are filled. 

{(') (Government has not received any representation indicating a 
general feeling of resentment. 

{<!) There is no j)roiK)8al at present for revising the rules. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (o, will 
the H(Jirble Minister Ik* i>leased to inform the House wliether Govern- 
nient have taken any steps to see if any feeling of resentment really 
exists in this jjrovince ? 

The Hon’ble Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: This question 
relates to the a])])oin’tments referred to herein and what I have stated 
is that we have not received any representation indicating a feeling of 
resentment against tlu* a])j)ointment of such a small number of non- 
Bengalees. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: If the Hon ble Minister 
will read the j)revious j>roceedings of this House, will he not find that 
there was such a feeling of resentment expressed by certain members 
of this House ? 

The Hon’ble Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: 1 shall look 
into the matter and study the proceedings. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: In view of the 
l)revious statement of the Hon’ble Minister, will the Hon’ble Minister 
consult the feelings of the people of Bengal as expressed by certain 
with a view to securing a redress in the matter? 
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Tilt Hon’blt Or. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE! I shall certain- 
ly consult the feelinjrs of the ineinhers of this House and if feelings 
have been expressed in a particular manner, certainly that will be 
considered by Government. 


Realisation of sale tax. 

*42. Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: (a) U the Hoirble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Finance Department aware that the shopkeepers 
are realising three jiies per rupee from the customers in excess of the 
actual price ? 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the athrmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, he ptroposes to take in 
the matter? 

Tha Hon’blo Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE; (a) The atten- 
tion of the honourable member is invited to the Dress communique of 
the 14th November, DMl, and in particular to the following sentence: — 
“The dealer collects the tax as jirfrt of his own cost and the total of his 
bill, whether the tax is included in the ])rice or is shown separately, is 
the actual firice which the dealer charges for the urtittle.” 

(h) Does not ari#e. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH BEN: Will the Hon’blo Minister l>e 
pleased to state whther the dealer has any legal or constitutional right 
to collect the statutory tax from the purchaser? 


The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERilEE; The position 
is. (jovernment collects the tax from the registered dealer and the 
registered dealer in his turn can recompense himself either from a 
customer or from an unregistered dealer. 


Babu NACENDRA NATH BEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state whether (government have authorised the dealers to 
collect this tax on behalf of the Government from the purchasers? 


The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Government 
las not authorised to collect on behalf of Government any particular 
tax. but what (lovernment has statefl in the communique referred to is 
that only once the tax will be levie<l and after the tax has been paid hy 
the registered dealer, it is o]>en to the registered dealer to recompense 
himself in the manner I have indicated. 
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Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state if it is a fact that three or four pices are being 
charged on every rupee of article purchased and the same is written 
in the bill itself? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Government 
has no information on that point and certainly it is not allowed. 

Rai 8ahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
enquire into tlie matter and set* if this is not being done? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: If that has 
been done, tlie hommrable ineinl)er may refer tlie particular incidents 
to Government. 

8ri]ut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is the Hon hie 

Alinisler aware that unregistered dealers are also collecting this tax? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I am not 

aware of it. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

Sales Tax TO 

Sales Tax ^ vn 

TO Sales Taxi]^ 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: It has been 
I't'presentt'd that perha])s it will he better if the additional price which 
is included in the hill is regaided as a com])ulsorv feature by Govern- 
ment. If that is tilt* suggestion made, then (‘ertaiiily w'e shall look 
into tlie matter. 

8ri]ut NARENDRA NATH DAB GUPTA: In view^ of the fact that 
unregisten*d dealers are collecting this sale tax from the customers, 
will Government issue a general communique stating that they may not 
do such things. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I have 

explained just now what the position is. Government collects this tax 
from the registered dealer; the registered dealer in his turn may recom- 
pensi* himself either from the customer if the registered dealer is deal- 
ing with the customer directly or from an unregistered dealer if the 
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regiBtered dealer is selling through an unregistered dealer. Then the 
unregistered dealer in his turn can only recoup himself from the 
customer. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whetlier Government will consider the desirability of 
repealing or modifying the sale tax? 

The Hon’ble Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: There is no 
j)rn])f).sal at present for the rej>eal of the sale tax. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be jdeased to stato 
wloMher an assurance was given bs the ex-Finance Minister that there 
would be no rtudisation of this tax from unrt^gisU'red dealers? 

The Hon'bie Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: I am not 

aware of the assurance given b\ the ex-Financc Minister, but wliat I 
have s(*<*n from the tiles i«. that the int<*ntion of the Gov<‘rnment and the 
intention of the Act is tlmi theia* will be imp«»sition of the tux only 
once .tnd 1 believe that Government is doing all that lies in its power 
to see that this i.s done If there have been breaches and if these are 
brought to the notice of (lovernment, it will certainly look into the 
matter. 


Recruitment of apprentices in the Bengal Government Press. 

•4S. Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: {a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in 
('barge of the I'dnance DejKirtimMit be pleased to state wheth(*r it is a 
fact— 

(?) that the l^ublic Service (’ominission, Bengal, held an examina- 
tion for the reciuilmeiit of apprentices in Ui(^ Bengal Gov- 
ernment Piess for Beading Branch, Hand ( om])oHing Brunch, 
liiiiotypo Operators and Monotyjie Key Board OjH'iators in 
last duK, 1941; and 

(??) that every examinee had to pay a fee of lis.5 for the purpose? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in tlie affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister }>e pleased to state — 

(?) how many candidates apjHjared in the said examination; 

(??) how many of them passed the examination ; 

(???) whether the results of the examination w’ere gazetted or any 
intimation was given to the passed candidate.s; and 
(tr) the method of appointing those {wsserl candidates ? 
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Th§ Hofl’ble Dr. aVAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: (a) (i) An exam- 
ination was held for the recruitment of apprentices in the Reading, 
Hand Coin])osing and Linotype Operators Branches. There was no 
vacancy in the Monotype Key Board Oj^erators Branch. 

(ii) Yes. 

(h) (i) 35. 

(//) Nine candidates were appointed on the results of the examina- 
tion which was competitive. 

(m) No. 

(iv) Subject to the provisions of the Communal Ratio Rules, the 
apjmintments were filled in the following order: — 

Reading Branch, 

Linotyjje Oi)erators Branch, and 

Comix)sing Branch, 

according to the places gained by the candidates. 


Title classee for mufassal madrassos. 

<■ 

•44. Mr, ABDUL WAHAB KHAN; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education De|rartment be pleased to lay on the Table a 
statement showing, year by year, for the la^t five years — 

(/) the number of students who jmssed the Eazel Examination under 
the Central Board of Madrassa Examination, Bengal; and 

(?V) the uuml)er of them that have joined the title classes of the 
Calcutta Madrassa during the period ? 

(h) Is it a fact that every year a large numl^er of Fazel passed 
Madrassa students cannot avail themselves of higher education in title 
classes of the Calcutta Madrassa for want of sufficient means? 

(r) Is the Hoirble Minister aware that there is an insistent demand 
from mufassal Madrassas for permision to start title classes? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Committee for enquiry into madrassa educa- 
tion has recommended the granting of the recognition to title classes in 
mufassal Madrassas on certain conditions? 

(e) If so, have the Government accepted those recommendations? 
If not, why not? 
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Tlw Hon'bl* Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (<i) A fttateinent i» 
laid on the lable. 

(^>) Government are not aware of any such case. 

(c) No. 

(d) Yes, on certain conditions. 

(c) The matter is under consideration. 


StcUement referred to in starred question No. 44. 


(t) Number of students who paswHi the Fazel Examination under th& 
Central Board of Madrassa Examination, Bengal — 


Year, 

1937 

1938 

1939 
194t) 
1941 


Number. 

233 

207 

279 

211 

416 


{it) Number who joined the Title Classes of the Calcutta Madrassa- 


Session, 

1937- 38 

1938- 39 

1939- 40 

1940- 41 

1941- 42 


Number. 

56 

46 

54 

49 

89* 


*2 out of 89 came from Allahabad. 


Mr, MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZs W ith respect to the statement 
will the Hon hie Minister be plea.sed to state how many of 
them passed the title examination each yeari' 


The Hon’blft Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answer (b), is 
the Hon ble Mini.ster aware that representation after representatiftn was 
sent to Government staling that very many of the inndrassa students 
who passed. tlie final examination could not join the title classes because 
there were no facilities for those classes in the mofassal? 

TN Hon'bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am not aware 

of it. 
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Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With respect to answer (^), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to take note of the fact that there are 
many students who cannot take admission for want of sufficient means 
in the title course F 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN. With reference to question (r) 
ihai there is an insistent demand from mufassal niadrassas for permis- 
sion to start title classes, is the Hon ’hie Minister aware that the 
Sharsbiua Jslainia Madrassa in tlie district of Bakaif^anj and other 
madrassas in tlie distri(;t of Noakhali made insistent demand for permis- 
sion to start title classes whereas (irf)vernment say “No”? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am not aware 
of it. 1 have already answered that (luestion. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN; Will the Hon'lde Minister make 
an enquiry into tlie fact that there have been a number of representa- 
tions from the Sharsiiina Islamia Madrassa in the district of Bakarganj 
io start title class4"s? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Instead of 
making an eiujiiir\ 1 would rather jnefer to have representation again 
from these ])eoi)le. 

Mr, 8HAHEDALI: Will tlie Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to make 
arrangements for title classes in mofassal notwithstanding the fact that 
there may be demands from Bakarganj and Noakhali ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As will appear 
later on, thi.s is not fxujnissible under the e-\isting rules. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether (Government have taken any care to ascertain 
whether or not a large numl>er of Fazel-passed Maulvis failed to take 
higher education for want of means? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The question 
has already been an.swered, I think. 

Maulana MD. ABDUL AZIZ: wMtilltl’VS) (XP5, 

cm D. P. 1. 

I ? 
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The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: ^ i 
Maulana MD. ABDUL AZIZ: qn vtfror i 

Title classes in Sarshina Islamia Senior Madrasea. 

•45. Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Education l)e|>itrtinent he jdeastsl to state whether 
Sarshina Islainia Senior Madrassa in the tlistric't of llakarg-anj made 
repeated prayers tor permission tor starting title classes y 

(fj) If so, has th(‘ j>ray('r been ac'cepted!" 

<c) If not, \\ ill the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state the reasons 
therefor? 

{//) Is the Iloirhle Minister ('onsidering the desirability of granting 
recognition tor 'J'ltle CoiiiNe to the Sarshina Islamia Senior Madrassa? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; {ft) The mudrassa 
has asked tor the permis^iiPii on two occasions — once in lOdd-Jj > and 
again in 

(h) No. 

(c) The existing rules do not permit opening of Title Classes in 
private madrassas. • 

{(/) In connection uith the Majiassa Ivlucation Committee lU*[>ort 
the whole tpiestion is under the consideration of Government. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleas<*(l to stale how long the (iovernment will take to consider tht» 
rej)res<*ntal ion tor pejinisNion wliich was made once in Hh'id and again 
in lim-.T)? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: According to 
the imjiortance of the (jircsilon, time is taken in a matter like tliis. 
Some > ears, lief ore, (jovernment contemj)lat<*d setting up an enquiry 
committee for madra>.sa examination. The Madrassa Education Com- 
mittee has submitted its rejmrt and that report is now' Inung examined. 

Mr, ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Mill the Hon’hle Minister consi- 
der the desirahilit\ of considering this question alone apart from all 
other questions involved in the Madra.s.sa Committee lieportP The 
sooner it is done, the better. 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: If that is* 

possible, that might be done. 
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Maufvi HHAFIZUDDIN AHMED; Will the Hon’ble Minister state 
whether he (toiisider.s the desirahiJity of exiending the title course to 
mufasHil inudrussiis y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That question 
has already been answered. The existing rules do not permit it. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: ill lim Hou’ble Minister 

consider the desirability of modifying or relaxing the rules, so that the 
rural mudrassas can get the benefit y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I take note of 
the honourable member’s suggestion. 


Stipends to Scheduled Caste students in Burdwan Division. 

*46. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

{a) the number of applications received from the Scheduled Caste 
students of Burdwan district In the Divisional Inspector of 
Schools, Burdwan, this year for stipends from the reserved 
fund ; 

(b) the number of those who have received such stipends; 

(c) what steps have the Government taken for the spread of educa- 

tion amongst the boys of the Scheduled Castes in the said 
district; and 

(d) whether the Special Officer for Scheduled Caste Education has 

made any special arrangement for the Scheduled Caste boys 
in the Burdwan Division? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDU|, KARIM: {a) About 80. 

(b) The number of stipend-holders cannot be given at this stage as 
the stipend applications are still under scrutiny. 

(f?) Three junior second grade .scholarships are attached. 

(d) To the Burdwan Raj College for the Scheduled Caste students of 
the district. 

Scheiluled Caste pupils in high schools in the Burdwan district will 
also get their share of stipend money amounting to Rs.C,288 placed at 
the disposal of the Inspector of Schools, Burdwan Division. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI; Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the an.swer that he has given is not incongruous? 
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Mrt DEPUTY SPEAKER: That ia no question. 

Mr. Nl KUN JA BEHARI MAITI: The question (c) is Vhat 
steps have the Government taken for the spread of education amongst 
the boys of the Scheduled Castes in the said district”, and the answer 
is “three junior second grade scholarships are attached”. Will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state to which, what and whom these 
scholarships are attached? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; What is meant 
is that steps have lwH*n taken for the spread of education by the award 
of stipends. 

Mr, NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: AVith reference to question (</), 
viz., whether the Special Officer for Scheduled Caste Education has 
made any sp«*cial arrangement for the Scheduled Caste boys in the 
Burdwan Divi.sion, tlie answer being for the Burdwan district, may 1 
ask wliat the Ilon’ble Minister has done so far as other districts are 
concerned ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; 1 propo.se to give 
a fuller answer on sonn* f\iture occasion. I am not pre])ared to answer 
this (jiiestion just now. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Iluul>]v Minister be 
pleased to state if lie is jirepared to make a fuller statement at a later 
^!tagt* ? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 have already 
said that. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: AAill the Hon ble Minister 
please tell us wlien these applications for stipends were received? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: It is impossible 
for me to give the <late f)ff-han<l without referring to the record. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: AV ill the Hon’ble Minister be 
plea.sed to .Atate what is really the amount of .stip<*nds? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: For that aUo I 

want notice. 
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Registration of sale-deeds of Jote lands in certain area in Mymensingh. 

•47. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
MiniHfer in charge of the Education (Registration) Department be 
Iileased to lay on the Table a statement showing, year by year, since 
up to October, 1941, the number of sale-deeds of jote lands 
presented to the Sub-Registrars of — 

(1 ) Bhairab, 

(2) Bajitpur, and 

(3) Austagrarn 

stations of Mymensingh for Registration? 

(h) If the number of the sale-deeds is on the increase, will the 
Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what arrangement, 
if any, do the Government contemplate taking for giving loan to the 
cultivators for saving their lauds from sale ? 

(J) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a 
statement showing fnjin 1937 up to October, 1941, the number of short- 
term crop loan banks established by the Government in — 

(1) Bhairab, 

(2) Kuliarchar, 

(3) Bajitpur, 

(4) Austagrarn, and 

(3) Tukhli 

police-stations respectively P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) A statement 
is laid on the Table on the assumption that by jofe lands the occupancy 
holdings of nnjfots are meant. 

(h) The low figures of 1937 were due to the stoppage of sales of 
holdings pemling the passing of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act 
abolishing and transferring the right of pre-emption from land- 

lords to co-sharer tenants and the subsequent rise in 1938 and 1939 was 
due to the facilities given by the amende<l Act. There has been an 
appreciable decrease in 194(1 and 1941. 

(r) Government distribute agricultural loans to cultivators in times 
of distress for agricultural purposes and not for the purpose of saving 
their lands from sale. 

(d) A statement is laid on the Table. 
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Siatements referred to in (a) and (d) of starred qt^iion No. 47. 


Statement I. 


Bhairab. 


Bajitpur. Austagram. 


1937 

721 

733 

259 

1938 

l,2f>5 

1,344 

009 

1939 

2,109 

2,230 

1,150 

1940 

1,817 

1,8.''»9 

1,09<I 

1941 (up to October) 

1,379 

1,918 

1,159 


Statement II. 



1. Bhairab 


. , 

85 

2. Kuliarchar 



62 

3. Bajitpur 



7 

4. Austagrara 

. . 


Nil 

5. Xikli 


. .. 

1 


Total 


155 


Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will tho Hmrblo Mininter 
be pleased t(j stale whether the (lovernment think that the drying? up 
of rural credit is on^ of the causes of the increase of sale-deeds F 

The HCMi’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Mi»?ht be. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: It has been stated in 
answer (6) that there lias been an appreciable decrease in 1940 and 
1941. In the statement tlie fiprure.s show that in 1940 in Austagrum 
thana the number of .sale-deeds was 1,090 whereas in 1941 up to October 
Hie number of sale-de^uls had gone uj» to 1,159. Does he mean from 
this figure that there was a decrea.se F 


The Hon^le Khan Bahadur M. ABOUL KARIM: I think the 
figures si>eak for themselves. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIU AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps Government propo.se to take for the culti- 
' ators to save their lands from .saleF 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The honourable 
member might refer this matter to the Revenue Minister, who is to 
speak about that. 
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Khan Sahib HAMIOUDOIN AHMED: Are we to understand that 
the Hoii’ble Minister has got no answer to this question? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The Education 
Department hujeno answer to it. 


Khan Bahadur MD. ANWARUL AZIM: Will the Ministry kindly 
•consider the desirability of bringing some measure on the lines of the 
Punjab ? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 would rather 
prefer that some honourable member of this House might take up this 
matter. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

(Hospitals and dispensaries maintained by District and Union Boards in 

Bengal. 

34. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Jyocal Self-Government Department 
be pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing the present number 
•of — 

(1) Hospitals, 

(2) Allopathic charitable disj»ensaries, 

(8) Unani charitable dispensaries, 

(4) Ayurvedic charitable dispensaries, and 

(5) Homeoiwthic charitable dispensaries 

maintained by the — 

(1) District Boards, and 

(2) IJnioU Boards 

in the different districts of the Province? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar 
«8aiU): A statement is laid on the Library Table. 
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Visit of printing presses by Inspectors and Chief inspector of Factories. 

35. Mr. A. Ml A. ZAMAN; («) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state, 
showing for the period from September, 1940, to October, 1941, — 

(?) the number of printing presses visited by the — 

(1) Inspectors of Factories, and 

(2) ('hief Inspector of Factories, Bengal; 

(// ) the date, time and names of the presses that were visited; and 
(ill) the number of press proprietors and managers prosecuted by — 

(1) Inspectors, and 

(2) ('hief InsjxH'tor of Factories 

for vicdation of the pa\ment of Wages and Indian Factories 

Acty 

(h) If no prosecution was made, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state tlje reason thereof? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) (I) (1) G7 

and (2) nil. 

• 

(n) A statement showing the names of the printing presses and the 
dates of their insjiection is laid on the Library Table. Record of time 
of inspection is not kept. 

(ill) Nil. 

(h) In all cases reasonable compliance with the law was obtained by 
co-operation and warning. 


Indian Research Fund Association. 

36. Khan Bahadur Mauivi MD. 80LAIMAN: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state whether the Bengal Government have 
• any c.ontrol over the Indian Research Fund Association in the School 
of Tropical Medicine? 

Tho HoiVblo Mr. BANTOBH KUMAR BABU: This Government 
haa no control over the Indian Research Fund Association in the School 
of Tropical Medicine. 

10 
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Mutlim Aitiitant RMaardi Worken md Assistant Profassars in tlia 
Sohaal af Trapiaal Medicine, Calcutta. 

37. Khan Bahadur Mauivi MD. SOLAIMAN: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether there has been any improvement in the number of 

Muslim Assistant Besearch Workers and Assistant Professors 
in the School of Tropical Medicine, Calcutta, since the 
answer given to starred question No. 107 in the Bengal Ijegis- 
lative Council on the 27th August, 1935; 

(b) the number of — 

(1) temporary, and 

(2) permanent 

vacancies that were advertised and filled up since that time; 

(c) the number of such posts that were filled up by — 

(1) Muslims, and 

(2) Hindus; and 

(d) the number of Muslim candidates that were recommended by 

the Selection Committees for any of those vacancies? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (a) Yes. 



Government. 

Endowment 

Fund. 

Indian 

Research Fund 
Association. 

(b) (1) 

Nil. 

Nil. 

2 

(2) 

Nil. 

5 

Nil. 

(c) (1) 

Nil. 

1 

2 

(2) 

Nil. 

4 

Nil. 


(d) For the above seven posts that were advertised, 17 Muslim 
candidates were interviewed for different posts and only one Muslim 
candidate was recommended and selected by the Selection Committee. 
Two posts under Indian Research Fund Association were filled in 
temporarily by two of the interviewed candidates, but the EnquiritM 
being abolished, the services of the incumbents were dispensed witib, 
with effect from (1) April, 1940, and (2) April, 1941. 



1942.] 


QUESTIONS. 


163 


Filling up of the poet of Professor of Moclioino in Caloutta Modioal 

College. 

38. Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: (u) Will the Hon'hle Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Jiocal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state whether the post of the Professor of Medicine in the 
Medical College, Calcutta, has been permanently filled up}* 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state' — 

(i) whether the appointment was made in consultation with the 

Public Service Commission; 

(it) whether the post was advertised before the appointment; and 

(m) whether the question of Communal Ratio was considered before 
the aj)pointment y 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(d) Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) what is the (qualification of the candidate who has been appointed 
to the sairf post ; and 

(ii) whether any Muslim candidate with better qualification is 

available in the Medical College? 

(e) Will the Hon 'hie Minister l)e pleased to state the present number 
of — 


(1) Muslim, and 

(2) Hindu 

Professors in^the Medical College? 

(/) If the number of Muslim Professors is not adequate, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether ca^es of qualified Muslim 
candidates were considered before filling up the post of Professor of 
Medicine? 


The Hoil’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The honourable 
member is referred to the reply given on the 15th September, 1941, to « 
un starred question No. 96. 
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STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oraJ anawerii were given) 

Allowance to the families of security prisoners. 

*24. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANGULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the security prisoners, namely — 

(1) Sreejut Birendra Chandra Chatterji, 

(2) Sreejut Chiranjib Misra, 

(3) Sreejut Jamini Mohan Pal. 

(4) Sreejut Tarani Bhusan Shome. 

(6) Sreejut Makhan Lai Dutt. 

(6) Sreejut Nani Sen Gupta, 

(7) Sreejut Birendra Nath Bose, 

(8) Sreejut Charu Chandra Roy, 

(9) Sreejut Tarakeswar Bhattacharji, 

(10) Sreejut Shyama Charan Biswas, 

(11) Sreejut Nalini Mohan Das Gupta, and 

(12) l>r. Sara! Kumar Sen Gupta 

have l)een granted any allowance for the maintenance of their 
families ? 

(ti) whether any enquiry was made from their families about their 
condition ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (u) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the results of such enquiries? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, is the Hoii’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of granting any allow'anre to their families? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME and PUBLICITY DEPART- 
MENT8 (the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): In respect of No. (1) I 

refer the honourable member to the question already answered pre- 
viously. Allowances have l)een granted to the dependants of Nos. (2), 
(4), (6) and (11). Ih respect of the others — 

(a) (t) No. 

(u) Yes. 
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(6) It transpired that the dependants were not eligible for allow- 
ance under the conditions which my predecessors have stated in this 
House. 


(c) I will have the point re-examined. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (r) will the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister wlm is also the IToine Minister consider 
the desirability of giving an assurance to this House that the jwint 
will be examined and necessary action taken before the session is 
over? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: The question of granting 
allowance is governed by certain rules which are at the present moment 
prevalent. As I have shited, we are rec(»nsidering the w’hole question 
and also the question of changing the rules. I can give this assurance 
that every possible effort will be made to meet the wdshes of this House 
in respect of this matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Home Minister 
be pleased to sbite if the rules referred to have ever been publisheil 
or have ever been made availalde to the members of the TiCgislature ? 

The Hon’ble Mr., A. K. FAILUL HUQ: T am afraid, not. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state which particular conditions are referred to in his 
ansuer (b), conditions which his predecessors are n‘j)orted to liave 
stated in this House? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not ixissible for me 
to state in answer to this (piestion what the rules exactly are bewuise 
I am afraid I am not permitted to disclose them to this House. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. It ha« 
been mentioned in answ'er to the question that the dependents are not 
eligible for allowance under the conditions which his predecessors have 
stated in this House. Evidently there is nothing to prevent the 
Hon’ble Minister from disclosing certain things which have already 
been stated by his predecessors and not predecessor. I do not know 
how many predecessors he had in respect of this portfolio. I want to 
know which particular rules or conditions referred to are under con- 
templation of being revised because I do not remember as a member, 
as a diligent member, having heard any set of rules or conditions 
stated before the House regarding the eligibility or otherwise of 
security prisoners for allowances. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has very clearly 
stated that he is not in a position to state the rules under which it is 
done. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: When I say '^my predeces- 
sors’' I may state that my predecessors extend to remote antiquity, not 
merely to the ex-Min isters in this House but also members of Govern- 
ment who were members of the former House also. It is possible that 
answers were given in the old Council, of which my friend was not a 
member. What I mean is that these rules will be found in the 
answers to questions which have been put from time to time. But it 
is not permissible to me to state the rules as they stand at present. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleiised to sUite if in the course of the re-examination that is proposed 
under answer (r) he will be pleased to enquire into the entire question 
of revision of the rules? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
tell the House whether the Government is ready to lay before the 
House the petition made by the family members of these prisoners, 
the result of the erujuiries and the status of persons who enquired into 
the matter and the order of Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: I am afraid the answer is 
in the negative. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN! : I would like to know from the Hon’ble 
Home Minister whether these rules have been framed under the Defence 
of India Act or in connection with the Defence of India Act. 

Th Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not entirely under the 
Defence of India Act that they have been framed, but they have been 
framed from time to time. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN I : In view of the fact that the security 
prisoners are all kept under the Defence of India Act and the rules 
made thereunder, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how can 
the other rules apply? 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Why is the ex-Home Minister 
prompting Mr.Ispahani to put the questions instead of putting the 
questions himself? ^ 
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Nnirtbitdi K, NA8ARULLAH: There is no harm in that. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: I ask for a reply. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is impossible for me to 
speak about matters about which I tlo not know in detail. I am 
speaking from my brief and I cannot go outside it. If the hon’ble 
member wants a full answer to this question 1 will take it as a notice 
and answer it later on. 

Maintenance allowance to the family of security prisoner Bahu Profulla 
Kumar Chatterji. 

*25. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: {a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that the wife and two children of Babu Profulla Kumar 
Chatterji, a security prisoner arrested at Mudaripur in the 
district of Faridpur, have Injen passing through acute 
economic distress; 

(it) that the business left by the said Profulla Babu has been in the 
process of being wound up by his creditors ; 

(m) that his wife and children are not getting any monetary help 
from thak business; and 

{iv) that his brother is not maintaining his wife and children? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirabilily of granting 
a maintenance allowance to his family? 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) No. 

(6) I have instituted a fresh enquiry and it has been reported that 
the prisoner’s family is l>eing maintained by his two brothers and as 
such no maintenance allowance is considered necessary. 

Dr, NAUNAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any enquiry has been made al>out the income and the 
dependants of the two brothers referred to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: I find that elaborate 
enquiries have been made. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; I put a specific question. It has 
been mentioned, Sir, that the prisoner’s family is being maintained 
by his two brothers. 1 1 is not expected tliat the family would die of 
starvation. I want to know whether the income of the two brothers is 
sufficient for the maintenance of the family. 
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The HOfl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir. Elaborate 
enquiries were made. The wife and the two children of the security 
prisoner, llabu Prafulla Kumar Chatterjee of Madaripur are at present 
livin^^ in a joint mess with his brothers, Satish Chatterjee and his 
cousin, Ilanajit Chatterjee. Satish Chatterjee is a practising muktear 
at Madaripur town and earns alxjut Rs. 50 a month. He is married 
and has two minor children. Ranajit Chatterjee is a sub-overseer of 
the Madaripur Municipality and his salary is Rs. 42 per mensem. He 
also gets Rs. 5 a month as cycle allowance. He is unmarried. The 
wife and the children of the security prisoner are now maintained by 
Satish Chatterjee and Ranajit Cliatterjee with a portion of their income 
and the income from the grocery owned by the security prisoner. 
This is now managed by a shop assistant under the supervision of 
Ranajit (chatterjee. The business of Pmfulla Kumar Chatterjee is 
not in the procjess of being wound up by creditors. It is in a running 
condition. The shop assistant who was working in this shop for the 
last 5 years is now carrying on the business under the supervision of 
R4vnajit Chatterjee. According to the version of the shop assistant 
and Rtinajit ('hatterjee the daily scales in this shop amount to Rs. 12 
to Rs. 15. This yields a profit of alK)ut Rs. 20 a montlj. Besides 
his wife and children Satish (./hatterjee has his mother and one un- 
married sister to maintain. Ranajit sends a portion of his income to 
bis home for the maintenance of his biother’s family. Prafulla Kumar 
Chatterjee, the security prisoner, is the own^r of Jrd share of 
taluk with an annual income of Rs. dOO. He jointly owns tlje taluk 
witli his brother and cousin. He owes a debt of nearly Rs. 800 the 
major portion of which was invested in connection witli a launch busi- 
ness which is a limited concern organised by some of the ex-detenus of 
Madaripur belonging to the “Jugantar” Party two years ago. It bae 
not yet declared any dividend. This limited company plies two motor 
launches, one between Madaripur and Faridpur during the rainy 
season and the other between Madaripur and Bhanga throughout the 
whole year. It is not a fact that the wife and the children of thf 
eecurity prisoner are jiassing through acute economic distress. Ai 
such, no family allowance is recommended. The security prisoner hac 
substantially imjiroved the existing financial condition the family 
So, it w'ill be seen that elaborate enejuiries were made. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas 
ed to state whether he has dnawn his conclusion that the family oj 
the security prisoner, Babu Prafulla Kumar Chatterji, is not passing 
through acute economic distress from the premises that the total income 
of Rs. 50 plus Rs. 42 plus Rs. 5 allowance plus the losing business ol 
, a ship and another losing business of a motor launch, that is, a tota 
income of about Rs. 97, is sufficient to maintain three families consist 
ing of 17 members, namely, the mother, an unmarried sister, foui 
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members of Ranjit’s family, Pmfulla’s wife and two children, 
Santosh’s wife and three children and evidently one or two maid- 
servants and some others. Is it therefore the conclusion of the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister that the family is not passing through acute eco- 
nomic distress*^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: The information given is 
the information of the officer who submitted the report, and he says 
that the family is not passing through acute economic distress. 
Certainly they are not in an affluent sUite, and I shall certainly make 
an enquiry into the matter. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the lion ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the case of the dependents of this security 
prisoner will l)e considered along with the erases of other security 
prisoners ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs I have already said so. 

Arrest and release of Babu Ananga Mohan Das. 

*26. Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK: (a) Will the 
Hon’ ble Minister in charge of the Home Dejiartment be pleased to 
state — 

(i) whether Bahu Ananga Mohan Das, President of the Union 
Board, Mayna, was arrested in connection with satyagraha 
movement at Tamluk; 

(u) whether he was tried by the Additional District Magistrate, 
Midnapore, and was convicted for four months’ rigorous 
imprisonment and placed in division III unlike other 
satyagrahi prisoners who were placed in division II ? 

(hi) whether he was transferred to Hooghly Jail; 

(iv) whether the date of his relea.se w^as stated in his jail card to be 
the 3rd July, 1941 ; and 

(r) whether he was released on the 29th July, 1941 P 

(h) If the answer to (a) (v) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor P 

The Hoii’We Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (n) (t) Yes. 

(it) He was tried and convicted by the Subdivisional Officer, Midna- 
pore Sadar, and sentenced on the 30th January, 1941, to detention till ^ 
the rising of the court and a fine of RvS.200 or in default rigorous impri- 
sonment for 6 months. He was classed in division III. 
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Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors in the Intelligence Branch of the 
Police Department 

•27. Mr. M. MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charjfe of the Home (Polity) Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the total number of (1) vSub-Inspectors and (2) Inspectors at 
present working in the Intelligence (Investigation) Branch 
of the Police Department; 

(h) how many of them are (1) Muslims and (2) non-Muslims; 

(c) the number of vacancies that occurred there; and 
{(I) the number of vacancies that were filled up by (1) Muslims 
and (2) non-Muslims since the Bengal Services ((V)nimunal 
Ratio) Rules came into operation? 

The Hon^ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (1) 29 and (2) 20. 

(h) Government considers that it is not in the public interest to 
divulge the communal composition of the Branch. ' 

(c) Seven Sub-In8j)ector8’ posts fell vacant. 

(d) Answer to (h) may be seen. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleiised to state wluit public interest is likely to be affected if merely 
the number of respective Mu.slirns and Hindus are given in reply to 
question (b)? 

The Hon'ble Mr, A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know, but it will 

certainly give rise to many supplementary questions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I rise on a point of order, 
Sir? I submit that the House is entitled to get answers to questions 
of this character. There is hardly any public interest in the opinion 
of this House at least likely to be affected by giving the number. And 
I submit, Sir, you give your ruling as to whether we are entitled to 
have a definite answer to this question. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKEII: Dr. Sanyal, you will see that the 
number is given in answer to a part of the question. What the 
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Hon’ble Chief Minister says is that he cannot give out the oommunal 
ratio. My opinion is this : when the oommunal ratio is fixed, members 
certainly have a right to know the ratio. I would request the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister to ascertain the fact later on end give it out to the 
House. In that case I hold the question be held over. 

(Accordingly question No. 27 was held over.) 


Restriction of racing and control of Turf Club. 

*28. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Is the Hon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Dejxirtment aware that in this Province 
there is a widespread feeling that racing should be restricted and the 
activities of the Turf Club controlled as racing definitely increases 
crime P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of taking necessary steps for — 

(i) reducing the number of race meetings; 

(ti) abolishing double and treble total isators ; and 
(in) enforcing the acceptance of Government nomination to the 
Committee of Management of the Turf Club? 

The Hon’ble Mr^A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (« ) and (b) The matter is 
being enquired into.' 


Short Notice questions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I have tabled two short-notice 
questions on two very important matters reliiting to the Civil Defence 
arrangements and A. R. P, arrangements. The.se were handed over 
to your office on Monday kist. I submit that in thi.s emergent situa- 
tion these questions are very urgent, and may I crave your indulgence 
to see that the (juestions are answered by the Hon’ble Minister con- 
cerned as early as possible? 

# 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: These questions have been sent to the 
administrative departments concterned, and I am sure you will get 
your answers in due time. 


CENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. 

[The general discussion of the Budget was then resumed.] 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, strange 
have been the ways of the present Government of Bengal since its 
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formation in December last and it is no wonder that they would present 
a strange hud^^et, the only one of its kind since the inauguration of 
Provincial Autonomy in our country. In the name of nation-saving 
Budget I find that a conspiracy has actually been set on foot to give 
everything to Calcutta and Chakhar at the cost of the rest of the 
province. The construction of a new Muslim Hall attached to the 
Dacca University has been ])ostponed sine die and Dr. Mookerjee was 
suspected of so doing from all quarters. All activities calculated to 
ameliorate the condition of the deaf and dumb millions including the 
expansion of Muslim and Scheduled Castes’ education liave received a 
like treiitment at the hands of the all-powerful man of the Calcutta 
University fame, and we know not what will be the next. From this 
it is evident what will be the fate of the Secondary Education Bill 
which was before the Assembly last session after it had emerged out of 
the Select Committee. If you turn to the pages of the Bed Book you 
wdll find that all Nation-building departments have been forgotten 
which the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has himself admitted. I shall 
not go into the details of the Budget, but this much T say that every- 
thing possible has been done to give everything to Calcutta and its 
suburbs. The Caste Hindus, especially tho.se of Cabutta, have formed 
their R<ij and with the eye-wash of an emergent or Nation-saving 
Budget have found a great opportunity of squeezing as much money 
as they could lay their hands upon for the benefit of the city of 
Cabmtta and its residents. In the Supplementary Budget of the 
current year alone I find that out of a total grant of Es. 70,73,000 
allotted under the head “Extraordinary Charges” as much as 
Rs. 70, 23, 000 have been j)rovided for the city of Calcutta and its 
suburbs, and only Rs, 50,000 for the vulnerable areas in the mofussil 
including Chittagong, Dacca and Mymensingh. There may be occa- 
sional bombing in Calcutta but as far as we have seen from experience 
the bombings were made in Rangoon in the north of the city for destroy- 
ing war efforts or rather manufacturing departments of war effort. 
Chittagong and other places on the eastern border are adjacent to 
Burma and more money ought to have been allotted for these places 
but the honoimible gentlemen from Calcutta would not care for any- 
thing but their own hearth and home; he would not care for the 
Bangah of Chittagong and Dacca. Real power now lies in the hands 
of two or three men of Calcutta w'ho have stakes in Calcutta and the 
industrial area nearabout and their persons and property must be 
protected and their men must also be provided with employment in 
these days of acute distress when chakri is ver)^ dear and the Budget 
has been framed accordingly. Let it be at the cost of the border people 
or let it be at the cost of the mofussal people, it does not matter to 
them. Calcutta must have its share. 

Then there is the Corporation of Calcutta. That must be placated 
and 7J lakhs of rupees must be allotted as if the mofussal towns have 
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no need whatever for tube-wells, for fire brigades, etc. Let Calcutta 
have its way and Calcutta will have it because the Hon’ble Minister 
has big stake.s in Calcutta. 

A. R. P. organisations have been started in all district and sub- 
divisional towns and s<ime of them are indeed vulnerable if the 
Japanese menace is at all to be seriously considered. No one can 
deny that but who cares for mofussal peopled Let them die in 
wilderness, but their representatives, if there are any, would know 
how to fight specially against the people now dominating the Ctibinet. 
Let the mofussal people die; it does not nuitter to them. Probably 
they think that the more these people die the more lands will be 
available for distributing among the invaders. This they expect would 
save the wealth and property of those who are leading us to this state 
of utter ruin. Let it be to the detriment of the whole province of 
Bengal, it does not matter to them; Calcutta must be saved. 

Leaving aside the Supplementary Budget, in the Budget I find that 
out of an allotment of 1 cwre, 2f) lakhs and 29 thousand the Hon’ble 
the Fimince Minister has been graciously pleased to allot a sum of only 
2 lakbs for mofussal. Is Ibis ecjuity? Is this justice? I say 
emphatically “No”. But we are entirely helpless because they are 
at the present moment our masters and their rule and their orders 
must be obeyed. 

Then, Sir, I come to another point. A sum of 1 lakh and 20 
thous4ind has been <fUotte<l under the head “Communal harmony” and 
“Publicity”. Now, how the money is to be spent is no more a mutter 
of conjecture. This, 1 am sure, will be directed to break the Muslim 
solidarity and against the Pakisthan movement. But I warn the 
Government that this will be a dangerous move, and the sooner they 
wash their hands off it the better. The Serajganj conference has 
clearly demonstrated that the Muslims will not he satisfied with any- 
thing short of Pakisthan and Akhanda Hindusthan is only a dream of 
a few idealists and has no place in the body-iwlitics of India. 

Now, Sir, I would like to answer to one gentleman who sits to my 
right who said something yesterday and that is Mr. Jalan. Although 
he belongs tf) the official block of the Congress he not only supported 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister’s war effort Budget but went so far ns 
to accuse Quaide Azam Mr. Jinnah for his calling the Congress, a 
Hindu organisation. To this I would only quote what Mr. Rujagopal- 
achariar said only the other day at Thambaram in hw recent speech 
and reproduced in the “Hindu” of 22nd January, 1942. I will quote 
his words. He said — 

“There has been no settlement between the Government and the 
people and the principal political organisations over whom such illus- 
trious persons as Mahatma Gandhi and Quaide Azam Jinnah preside. 
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These were no small individuals, one had become almost as famous as 
the other and both of them were tremendously popular in the country. 
Each had a blind following; let it be so but it was a true following. 

Here were then two powerful popular organisations of Hindus and 
Muslims, both at war with the Government and therefore with all the 
operations of the Government. These were facts.” 

Here Mr. liajagopalachariar clearly admits that the Congress is a 
Hindu organisation and it does not befit Mr. Jalan to accuse Mr. Jinnah 
for speaking the truth. Mr. Jinnah spoke the truth long before 
llajaji admitted it and now that he has admitted the fact Mr. Jinnah 
(an no longer be accused by a person like Mr. Jalan or by persons of 
his way of thinking in the way he has done. I am only referring to 
this because Mr. Jalan raised this point in the debate yesterday. 

Now, Sir, it is to be seen if the Hon’ble tbe Finance Minister did 
the right thing in saddling us with such a huge cost of Defence. It 
is admitted on all hands that the present Japanese menace has been 
brought about by the commissions and omissions and by the negli- 
gence of the Imperial Government. The British Government instead 
of taking adequate stejjs for the defence of Malaya and other existing 
possessioiiH followed their traditional pcdicy of expanding their empire 
at the expense of the weaker nations. We have it from the (k^mmander 
of Malaya himself that arms and ammunitions were actually removed 
from Malaya and sent to Russia and the Middle East for this purpose. 
No one can deny that anything that is done is nit being done at the 
bid of the imperial Government. This has resulted in a situation in 
which the Hon’ble Finance Minister has been obliged to put aside a 
large amount of money for war purposes. 

(At tliis stage the member reached his time-limit but was allowed 
to 8j)eak for one minute more.) 

Sir, the Ministry has not the mania to claim that the people are 
behind them. They know that they have got no hold over the people 
and they are now trying to please their British masters. But I can 
assure them, that this won’t do in all time to come. They shall have 
to face the people sooner or later. 

I had many things more to say, but since I have no time I must 
obey the order of the Chair ond resume my seat. 


Mr. P. BANER41: My Deputy Speaker, Sir, my young friend, 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, in introducing the Budget in his speech 
said that the Budget should be described as one of nation-saving and 
not of nation-building. He is aware that years ago I used to criti- 
cise tbe Budget and despise it year after year. There is nothing new 
in this Budget; it is the old wine in a new bottle with a new name. 
Sir, I do maintain that it is the same thing over again even though 
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this time it has come from the hands of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee. 
There is only one change in the label from “nation-building” to 
“nation-saving”. I would rather say that “Nation-saving” is not 
the proper w’ord, and it has been used only because large sums of money 
have been diverted to other than Nation-building activities. 

Now, Sir, before I go into details, I may say that it was very 
interesting and amusing to note that the honourable members who 
were only yesterday staunch supporters of the Chief Minister are 
vociferous to-day in their condemnation of the same Chief Minister. 
Experience tells us and particularly those of our friends who are young 
that sufficient time must be allowed to gain experience. So, 1 say, 
Sir, we cannot blame the Chief Minister. After mature experience the 
Chief Minister has changed his supporters, though it would have been 
better if he had been made a Minister without portfolio. He could 
have been made the Propaganda Minister, 

Now, Sir, Mr. Hamid has just referred to certain remarks that fell 
from the mouth of Mr. Jalan. You are aware, Sir, that the Marwuris 
are generous and when they speak they speak with generosity. When, 
however, Mr. Jalan described this (jovernment as a national (lovern- 
ment he was overgenerous, becau.se to us it is not a national (lovern- 
ment. It is only when the Congress takes up the responsibility of 
Government that it can be called a national Government. It is then 
and then only that you can call it a truly national Government. As 
regards Mr. JalaiCKremark about Mr. Jinnah Mr. Hamid was not 
correct in thinking that Mr. Jalan was condemning Mr. Jinnah 
personally. We Congressmen represent the whole of India and not 
this or that community. Mr. Hamid has referred to the statement of 
Mr. Rajagopalachariar but what about the other statements — the 
statements that have been made by Mahatma Gandhi, the statements 
that have been made by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and the statements 
that have been made by many other leaders? The statement that has 
just been referred to has been contradicted by Mr. Rajagopalachariar 
himself. If after all this Mr. Hamid tells us on the authority of 
Mr. Rajagopalachariar that the Congress is a Hindu organisation I 
do not know what to say. The Congress organisation is there, but 
nowhere has anybody recognised this organisation as an organisation 
voicing the public opinion of a particular community. The Congress 
is for all people, both Hindus and Muhammadans. (Cries of 
“question” fn)m the Opposition benches.) We are speaking on behalf 
of the Congress and we have been speaking like that long before 
Mr. Ispahan! was born. We were members of the All-India Congress 
Committee along with Mr. Jinnah, Mohammed AH and other men. 
These men are well known to us and we know what sort of a man 
Mr. Jinnah is. We yield to none in our respect to the leaders of • 
different opinions. 
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Now, Sir, I come to the Budget. As I have already said, Sir, 
there is nothing new in the Budget, particularly because it is a deficit 
Budget. The only thing is that the Hon’ble Finance Minister says 
that we cannot do otherwise, because his duty now is to save us and 
to save the nation. And in order to save the nation we must spend 
any amount that may be necessary. Let us now scrutinize one parti- 
cular item of the Budget. The Hon’ble Finance Minister says that 
in the matter of Civil Defence money has been spent to the tune of 
some crores but the redeeming feature is that he has given us an 
assurance that we are going to get a major portion of this money 
from the Central Exchequer. As regards this, I may point out, and 
indeed Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta has already pointed it out 
yesterday, that it is the duty and the responsibility of the Central 
Government to defend the country and therefore whatever money is 
necessary for that purpose must be provided by them. As I have very 
little time at my disposal, I want to restrict myself only to one item 
and that is the A. R. F. arrangement. We must profit by the experi- 
ence of other places. For that purpose, let us take the case of Burma 
where recently air-raids took place. We are all aware that the first 
air-raid took plac;e on December 23rd and from 23rd December right 
up to the 2nd of January there was incessant bombing of Rangoon. 
Much property and many lives were destroyed as a result of the 
bombing on the 23rd December 1941. We all know that arrangements 
were made in Rangoon against air-raids. I have thoroughly studied 
the A. R. P. arrangements that have been made, in Calcutta and its 
neighbourhood. I may say, Sir, that these arrangements are nothing 
comjmred to those made in Rangoon. Money, of course, is being 
spent. High officials have been appointed and even pensioners have 
been apiiointed on very high salaries. Why should they not employ 
unemployed youngmen as wardens on a small salary? At present, 
50 per OKUit. of them are unpaid and they are forced to work. For 
instaiH'e the duty of the Government officials and semi-officials, parti- 
cularly European officers, has been fixed from 10 o’clock in the night 
to 6 o’clock in the morning because they have to work during the day 
in the office whereas these volunteers ate compelled to go there 'and 
work without any remuneration, without any arrangement for convey- 
ance and without any arrangement for anything. There is my friend 
the Hon’ble Mr. S. K. Basu who will, I hope, take note of this. 

Now as the blue light is on, I must finish quickly. Sir, I was 
discussing the question of Rangoon. In spite of covered trenches and 
in spite of various arrangements for street fire parties, etc., there was 
much destruction of life and property. After the air-raid had taken 
place on December 23rd there wm not a soul in Rangoon to do any 
work. Dead bodies were lying in the streets of Rangoon and in the 
wharfs. The dead bodies were removed not by the members of the 
A. R. P. because they had all fled away, and for three days there was 
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nobody because people were going away by the Prome Road. 
Mr. Hutchings was there and he asked the people to go back to 
Rangoon. He did not allow them to come away. The result was that 
many Bengali lives were lost. This is the result of Mr. Hutchings’s 
work. 

Coming to the arrangements for evacuation, 1 understand that 
permits were issued but no passage was booked. There was the British 
India Steam Navigation Company. They booked passages for Euro- 
peaiivS alone. There was the Scindia Steam Navigation Company but 
they gave facilities only to Guzeratis and Bhatias. The arrangement 
was that the 70 per cent, of the accommodation w'ould be reserved for 

women and children and 30 per cent, for male members. But to the 

surprise of many— this is a very important matter— it was actually 
found that the male members formed 70 per cent, of the passengers 
and the women and children only formed 30 per cent. That was the 
arrangement made for evacuation from Rangoon after the raid. 

As my time is almost over, I mu.st ask the Minister in charge to 
profit by the experience of Rangoon. It is not within the power of 
the Government to help the people in any way. It is time to warn 
people and arrange for the evacuation. It is no good spending money 
in the way proposed and trying to help people after the trouble has 
started. It is but fair to tell people who cannot be defended to go 
away. After evacuation if any relief or succour is to be given, it 

should be given to them outside Calcutta. I think that the order for 

evacuation should be\giveu immediately in Calcutta if you really want 
to .save the nation; otherwise there will be a great disaster in Calcutta, 
as it happened in Rangoon. Therefore, 1 feel that this huge expendi- 
ture h not necessary. In my view, it is only being w'asted. Already 
75 lakhs is spent for nothing. 

Is it necessary for the preserv’ation of the lives of our pec>|)le that 
there should be lighting restrictions at night? You know, Sir, that 
the enemy came at 10-10 a.m. at Rangoon in broad daylight in the 
morning and caused a heavy loss of life and damage to property 
there. hat had t|ie Government of Burma done beforehand? What 
arrangement was there? 

(At this time the red light was shown.) 

In spite of the lighting restrictions ii» Rangoon the parachutists 
alighted, bombs were thrown there and people were machine-gunned 
in broad daylight. Therefore this light ing^'restriction is unnecessary 
and immediate steps should be taken for evacuation. 

Mr. TARAK HATH MUKERJEA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
have listened with very great interest and care to the Budget speech of 
ihe Hon’ble the Finance Minister in presenting the Budget for the 
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ensuj^g year. I congratulate him for the frankness of his speech. H( 
does not try to hide the gloomy prospect of the country. At a time when 
practically the whole of the world is in the midst of war and at a time 
when the enemy is practically knocking at our doors and when we 
are threatened with very disastrous Qpnseqvences, he has very frankly 
deserihed his Budget as a war Budget — the Budget which is meant 
more for tlie nation-saving department than a Budget for the nation- 
building works. It is true that in this critical time much of the 
financial resources of the province is being spent in nation-saving 
works — for works to safeguard and protect our hearths and homes 
leaving hardly much balance for the nation-building works. Moreover 
it is equally true that the new Finance Minister could hardly get 
sufficient time at his disposal to shape the Budget in his own way on 
the face of the serious handicaps in different ways and when all 
domestic and local issues are overshadowed by the all-important issues 
of the Great War, Sir, 1 feel that it is not tlie time to make a 
detailed analysis of the Budget figures under different heads, for it is 
tin* time when all demands under the various heads may have to be 
subordinated to tin* more urgent and serious consideration of public 
suf(*ty. In this Budget a huge sum of Its. 1 has been pro- 

vided ft)r Civil Defence measures. 1 congratulate the Finance 
Minister for jiroviding a lakh of rupees for establishing communal 
harino!iy, 1 hoi)e under the projuT lead and guidance of the present 
Ministry true eominunul harimmy will be established throughout the 
length and breadth of the provima* W'hen the people will realise that 
the great national interest stands supreme to ail ather considerations — 
communal or social. 1 hope and pray that in no distant future it will 
b(! the good fortune of Bengal to stand before the wliole world as one 
nation— irrespective of colour, race or creed. I also hope that the 
llon’bh' Finance Minist(*r will alwa\s realise the various needs and 
re(iuirM#ments of the jieojde and he will avail of the earliest oj)portunity 
to dt) Tfis Ix'st to meet those requirements. 

Unfortunate as we are the wliole nation is still unarmed and as 
yet w't‘ are in entirely hopeless and absolutely helpless position not 
only to resist the invaders but also to defend our democracy and fre«ddtn 
which is the avowed objt‘(‘t of us all. The llon’lfle Minister has said 
that it is a W’ar “which must be won if we are to save our heritage”. 
But unfortuniHtdy we have neither the resources nor the necessary 
reiiuirements to gain thitj. end. It is* high time that Government 
shouUf’ realise the serious state of affairs and w ill lose no time to 
raise at once a grfliii Bfngal Kegime^t fully trained and properly 
armed. AVe really in a very helpless and desparate state and so 
a desparate remedy has got to be adopted without any the least delay. 

Sir, I do not propose to enter into a detailed discussion of the 
different Budget heads but I confine my observations to a few important 
facts which primarily '"'felate to those whom I have the honour to 
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represent in this House. It is very unfortunate tliat since the 
inauguration of the so-called Provincial Autonomy in this province the 
people of \\ est Bengal have re(‘eive(l a rather step-motherI>; treatment 
from the Ministry. These West Bengal districts were once very 
flourishing not only in its agricuttural resources but also in trade and 
commerce. But with the silting up of its rivers and water-('hannela 
it has completely undergone a thorough degeneration in every way 
with tlie result that in districts like Bnrdwan and Ilooglily there has 
been an alarming shrinkage (d' about 40 per cent, of its agricultural 
lands during the last .M) \ears. In spite of tin* fact that these distri«;t8 
contribute the largest amount of (iovernment revenue and in spite of 
the tact that in these districts tlie incidenc(‘ of taxation t)er head of 
population is more than annas as against two annas or even less 
])ayable per head of j)(ti)ulation in East Bengal distri<‘ts, no adeciuate 
steps have ever hetui taken to ameliorat(‘ their <*onditions. The jieople 
ot thes(* districts by tht'ir continued sulTerings from malaria and i)ther 
jireventible diseases have been so mm h (‘iifecdiled that tluyv have become* 
ph>si(all\ unfit even to carr\ on tlieir agricultural work themse'lves. 
I'lic result has been as serieuis ami elisastrous as it could possibly be. 
Now the people are more dead than alive. I was re'ally mucli mortified 
to find the more stereot^ p(‘d answei (d the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
oi Imgatioii Department t<» m> starred (piestion No. 22 on the ISth 
instant on the Hooi of this House \\hen he stated tliat tin* causi* of 
the flo(Kls in the dilVerent districts <d' the Bnrdwan Division “was^due 
to -abiioi nial and I'xce^ive laintair'. and in ans^^•er to my (juestion as to 
what steps tilt* ( io\ eimneiit piojiose to take to prevent the recurrence 
of siich devastating Hoods in the luluie, h(* said that tin* (|uestion 
“doles not arise”. The sooner siuh bnieaucratii' and u hi l,e- washing 
efforts are stopped the better it is for the country. 

Sjieaking about the landholders whom I have the hoi^jur to 
represent in this House and who have now bemi jilaced in a very 
jireiarious condition I would only remind the House that the land- 
holders played a v(*ry important part in establishing the pr(‘Hent 
economic, social and laditical conditions of the country. Zumindars 
contributed very libtrally not only for the education, medical and 
sanitar;^’impn*vements of the country but they have also played their 
Jiart very successfully in discharging their duties and ^>bligat ions to 
the country at large for the nation-building as well as for the nation- 
saving purposes. Now the landlords have Wne to sucli a part^ that 
^ it is daily getting more and more difiicult foi;^then^to save tlieir very 
existence. In spite of tlie fact^hat the agri<*ultural pn^ects in some 
of the districts are rather bright thi.s year yet the raiyaU who have 
become extremely panic-stricken owing to the present war situation, 
bave practical!}^ stopped paying the rent. Some of the recent tenancy 
legislations have made it still more difficult for ike landlords to realise 
their rents. In this connection I would like to present the Hon’ble 
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Minister of Co-operative Credit and Eural Indebtedness with only one 
instance of how the Debt Settlement Boards are being utilised by some 
of the mischievous debtors in avoiding payment. Suit No. 441 of 1938 
was filed before the First Mlinsif of Serampore on the 7th September, 
1938. The debtor took no notice of it and it was decreed ex-parte on 
the 18th January, 1939, for Rs. 300 with costs. The execution case 
for the recovery of this amount Suit No. 254 of 1939 was filed on the 
9th October, 1939, and the sale date was fixed on the 11th March, 1940, 
and then the debtor ran to Haripal Debt Settlement Board 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I rise on a point of order, 
Sir? I find that the member is reading out notes from his manuscript 
regarding certain land revenue matters of a particular debt settlement 
board in a i)articular locality which ought not to be brought in in 
connection with a general discussion of the Budget. It would be 
impossible for other members to follow up and take part in the debate 
if manuscript speeches containing details are delivered for such a long 
time. 1 submit, Sir, either you restrict the time-limit in such a way 
as to accommodate other members who want to speak or permit us to 
go on till 12 o’clock. 

Mr, CHAIRMAN (Mr, David Hendry); The time-limit will be 
indi(^ated by red light when the member reaches his time-limit, and 
it is not yet in operation. 

f 

Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Aud then* the debtor ran to the 
Haripal Debt Setl lenient Board and the execution of the decree was 
stayed by the said Board by case No. 22-3 of 1940. For reasons best 
known to the mighty Chairman of the Debt Settlement Board and 
which ^lay also be well-known to at least some of us here, the Chairman 
felt p&rticiilar pity on the debtor Jind in .>pite of the repeated protests 
on tile part of the creditor he granted rcjieated adjournments of the 
case on no less than 21 o(‘casions with the result that the case w’as 
(Iraggcnl on for more than a year till it was disposed of in July, 1941, 
to the etfcct that the debt then amounting to lls^ 377 will be payable 
by the debtor in 18 yearly instalments of Rs. 21 per year. Then an 
appeal was fijed against this before the Appellate Officer, that is, 
the Subdivisioiial Officer^ Serampore, on 4th August, 1941, and since 
then 10 adjournments haVe already been granted and the ca^e is still 
pending before thj^ migjity Subdivisioiial Officer. Thus the debtor is 
enjoying his holding rent-free for tWfe last 7 years. Sir, if this be 
the state of affairs then it can be well realised how it is possible for 
the landlords to realise their rents and to pay in return the revenue 
to the Government. This is but one example and I can cite hundreds 
of such cases to show^^how things are happening in the countryside. I 
also appeal to the Ubu’ble Minister in charge of Communication and 
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Works to avail his earliest possible opportunity to put into operation 
and actual execution of the Burdwan-Hooj^hly-Howrah Flushing 
Scheme which has been unanimously approved by this Assembly on 
3rd September, 1940. It is a matter of vital importance to the people 
and on this depends entirely the future life and prosperity of the people 
of this part of the country. Speaking on behalf of the landlords I may 
say that the zamindars are fully conscious of their present position, 
they are fully alive of their duties, clearly aw'are of their responsibilities 
and alert of their impending danger. But the zamindars are ready to 
rise equal to the occasion and to make any saiTifice if they are only 
convinced that thereby the true salvation of the country will be 
achieved. Let the popular Ministry also rise equal to the occasion to 
bring about an all-round improvement of the c(»ndition of the people 
to restore full and complete and everlasting (^)mmunal harmony in 
the country and thereby enable the people also to rise equal to the 
occasion as a truly united one nation. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Mr. (’hairman, permit me, 
Sir, to commence the discussion of the Budget with the remark that 
the speech of the Hon'ble Finance Minister represented him to be a 
professor of Politics in his clavss room rather than a Finance Minister 
dealing with matters relating to exche(|uer before a House of Legisla- 
ture. Sir, he dealt ni()re elo(juently on the virtues of Defence than deal- 
ing efficiently with iiVtters relating to Budget, 

Sir, at the out. set 1 would like to deal with the provision of a sum 
of Its. 1 lakh for the establishment of communal harmony in this Pro- 
vince. I for myself will not object to such a provision if the hma fide-t 
of the Ministers and the (ubiiiet could not be questioned. The pro- 
vision has been made b}’ a (’abinet consisting of the Financje Minister 
who very recently in order to show the highest t^pe of communalism 
disregarded and violated the ban of the legally-constituted Bihar 
Government to go to Bhagalpur to attend the Hindu Mahusabha. 
M hen such a person sings the homily of communal harmony and peace 
and order, I -for myself and the members on this side of the House 
cannot believe in his Ixuia fidrs. Not only that, Sir. ^ Very recently 
we have found many things which go to qui^tion the horia fidex of the 
Cabinet. The Cabinet commenced its regiihe with a policy of repres- 
sion against the Muslim studepts and the Muslim Leaguers. On the 
oth February when the peacenil Muslim citizens of Dacca assembled 
at the railway station to show their di.sapproval of the conduct of the 
Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur, when he paid his visit there, by black flag 
demonstration, the peaceful Muslim citizens were assaulted by the 
hooligans and we on this side of the House believe that the provision 
of this sum has been made in order to appoint agents to provoke com- 
munal feelings and to suppress the legitimate opinion of the Muslim 
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community as a whole. The provision coming from the hand of one 
like the Hon ’hie Finance Minister appears to be nothing more than the 
citing of scriptures by the devil! 

Next, Sir, I submit that wdien I opened the pages of the Budget 
I was rudely shocked at the provision of a sum of Rs. 70,800 as the 
salaries of Rarliuinentary Secretaries. I was shocked not because the 
provision was made but because that shows the mala fidr of the Cabinet 
as a whole. When the Whips were appointed it was declared that no 
additional pay would be given to them nor any allowance would he 
given. Now, Sir, if that is the fact, how this (Tovornment is going 
to allocate* the sum of Ks. 70,800 as the salaries as against Rs. 20,000 
{)f the previous year of the pays of the Parliamentary Secretaries? It 
would have been (juit^ jiroper on the part of the Government to deal 
more fairly and stjuarely with the Houses of the Legislature. May I 
ask particularly the Hon’hle Finance Minister if it is the intention that 
aft(‘r the Budget session will he ov(‘r, the Government will allocate the 
pay of each and every one of the Whi])s as Parliamentary Secretary? 
Though I do not call it dishonesty because that is not a ])arliamentary 
term, 1 say that it shows the want of honesty on the part of the Cabinet. 

Next, Sir, I will say something regarding the Publicity Depart- 
ment. Last year jirovision was made for Rs. d,4o,00() and this year 
we find that provision has been made for Rs 1 do not deny 

the necessity for this provision, but the reasou^vliy I object is this. 
AVe have found the llon’hle Chief Minister publishing statement after 
statement to answer the charges levt*lled against him by the Leaguers 
at the (;()st of the Government — (iovernment paper and Government 
press . 

Khan Bahadur MD. ANWARUL AZIM: On a point of order, Sir. 
The Chair must have noticed that the honourable member has been 
indulging in tirades against a certain section of the Hfuise. Sir, if you 
would kindl\ look to the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules, 
section 12 {rlii), you will find that he — a lawyer of some eminence — 
has been flagrantly violating this rule which is more or 'less a sort of 
sheet-anchor 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I submit a point of order 
on this point? 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Dr. Sunyal, let him finish his point of order. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I submit that he is express- 
ing an oponion and delivering a speech? 
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Mr. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Anwaml Azim, will you please repeat (he 
point of order? It is not at all clear to the Chair. 

Khan Bahadur MD. ANWARUL AZIM: My point is that he is 
making a personal charge against a memher of this House — a member 
of the Government. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Tlie point of order i.s disallowed. The 
honourable member may now juoeeed with his sju'eeh. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: I ^\(^uld like to say that it 
would have been (juite pr(»per on the |»art of ihe (’ahinet to say 
explii'ity that the char^*es tor issuing statement after statement to 
meet the chai^ies oi betiayal and other things levelhnl against the 
leaders, who were the leader^ (d the Muslim lauiguo b(*fon' and who 
are now oc‘cup.\ing the Tieasiiiy Benches, would be inclu<b*d in the 
charges on behalf (d the Government. 

Now comes the (question of A. It P. 1 have tried and tried to 
understand but 1 am afraid, Sir. that this money is being wastiMl. 
The other da\ f had a talk with a gentleman coming from Uangoon 
wdio had personal expeiuuice ot iiombing there. He has said that 
digging trenches here and there was ot no avail. Tin* oni> attempt 
that (iovernment ha^ made in this direction is nothing but digging 
treiK lies here and th^e without an\ purvn cover and erecting some 
bafflt* walls. But tliis is not suflicient. It would have been (juite 
proper on the part of (iovernment to ask the civil pojiulation wdio are 
not conneui^'d with Government or meridiant (diices to leave the city 
and it would have been quite proper on the part of Governmenl to ask 
the mercliants to contribute money for this purjiose. W'lthout doing 
so, (jovernment is going to spend this huge amount for nothing, 
because the experiences everywhere outside India, say, at Singajiore 
oc, at Bangooii, have proved that this sort of pndection is ot no avail. 

Now*, Sir, a few words regarding the Dejiartment of Industries. 
It is a well Iwiowu tact that at the time <d the war arrangements are 
made by Government to help the industrialisation of the province. 
The Industries Department of the Government of Bengal with a huge 
paraphernalia and huge expen.ses are doing nothing at all in this 
diresdion. (Dr. Nai.in.vksiu Sany.vl: They make xola hats!) 

(Laughter). This department has not taken any steps in the matter 
of industrialisation of the province. I may tell my friend Dr. Sanval 
who ha.s referred to the liiisiness connected with the Industries 
Department and I submit to this House that corruption and jobbery 
are going on in the name of bu.siness and thi.s I shall lay before the 
House at the time of voting and di.scussion of the cut motions. I am 
in pos.se.ssion of facts which will go to show* that highest officers in 
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Government employ have taken part in this sort of business and they 
are making money out of it. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Shane, 
shame.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; On a point of 
order, Sir. Is it permis.sible for a member to charge the highest 
officers of Government with jobbery, corruption and bribery without 
the slightest evidence being placed before the House? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He will illustrate his point. 
The honourable member has stated that he will place the facts before 
the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr Biswas, it is not proper to charge 
the highest officers of Government in that way. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Sir, at the time of the voting 
I shall be able to supply the materials when we shall demand an 
enquiry. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Make the allega- 
tions then and not now. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: 1 can /assure the Hon’ble 
Minister that when the voting of that deniant} comes up before the 
House I shall suppljt' the House with facts and figures which will 
make it abundantly clear that the affairs of the department are not 
what they should be. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: You are 

legitimately entitled to do that. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Sir, may I ask the honourable 
member whether the gentlemen concerned did not take bribe in 1940? 
(Laughter). ^ 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER; That is no question. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Now, Sir, I want to say a few 

words about a controversial subject. The Hon’ble Finance Minister 
and the Hon’ble Mr. Basu who were attacking the passing of legisla- 
tive measure, namely, the Sales Tax Bill have conveniently forgotten 
the objections that they had raised previously. Mr. Basu in his speech 
here and also outside this House tried to prove that Government were 
doing great injustice to the public, but from the Budget speech of the 
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Hon’ble Finance Minister we find that he has praised and eulogised 
that very measure. Sir, I expected that the Hon’hle Finance Minister, 
when he presented his Budget, would give us sufficient hints that 
this much-discussed and controversial sales tax would be put to better 
use. We, on this side of the House, Sir, supported the imposition 
of the sales tax on the ground that the money realised would be 
utilised for purposes beneficial to the rural people — I mean primary 
education and other things, and. Sir, we had assurances of that type, 
and I do not understand how the Hon’ble Finance Minister in colla- 
boration with his colleagues can now justify the utilisation of this 
money in other ways — in ways w’hich were not in the contemplation 
of Oovernment tlien. It would have been (juite proper and quite 
honest on the part of (lovernment, hud they stuck to the position 
which they took in the past. 

Now, Sir, I wish to conclude my speech by saying that the way 
in which the Hon’ble Finance Minister has presented the Budget is 
wholly disappointing. It does not come up to our expectation. It 
has fallen far below the mark of a standard Budget. It only show’s 
that the Budget has come from the hand of one who is fitted only for 
a high salaried post of the Secretariat and nothing more. 

With these few w’ords. Sir, I resume my seat. 

(Mr. Deputy Speaker then called upon Babu Ashutosh Lahiri to 
speak. ) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Mr. Deputy Speaker, wo have 
had a convention that the speakers will come out from the different 
parties in a certain order. We had one speaker from the Progressive 
Coalition Party just now. After my friend Mr. Biswas has spoken 
it is only fair that members from our partv should now’ speak. It 
will be our chance now. The Chief Whi]» of (iovernment assured us 
that ii» view of the possibility of having to clo.se the House before 12 
the number of sj)eakers from the Progressive (’oalitiori Party will Vie 
reduced to accomimidale as many speakers from the opposition as have 
put in their names. Four more names from my party are still waiting 
and I am afraid we will have to .sit longer. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: You will have your chance. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI S Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I regret 
that the Budget proposals pre.sented by the Hoa’ble Finance Minister 
do not refiect in a proper measure, the extraordinary situation in w’hich 
Bengal finds herself todaj’. Sir, we are now confronted with problem.s, 
the like of which had never troubled us during the la.st two hundred ^ 
years. Bengal, of all other provinces in India, stands in imminent 
danger of invasion both by air and on sea. And yet we feel as if we 
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have Dothiiipr to do in the matter. We are told that military defence 
ifl no concern of the Ministry. That is all very right. But as repre- 
sentatives of the people we have a right to know what arrangements 
have been made for the effective defence of this province. The popular 
Ministers Ijave got the inherent riglit to he taken into confidence as 
regards the adequacy of military defence. Jn the present situation 
ordinary constitutional niceties or piojuaeties must he suhordinated to 
the jjeremptory call of natiojial emergency and our Ministers must 
holdly come forward with the demand for being consulted about this 
vital (luestion. Sir, it is a satisfaction to fimi that the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister has in his s])eech made that poi)ular demand. But what we 
would like to know is whether the Ministry as such has officially 
pressed that demand uj)on the (iovernment of India or on the powers 
that be. 

Sir, even if it be a waste of eff<nts, this demand has to be made 
and must be ])ressed forward, energetically and tenaciously. Sir, 
theni can b(' no justification for withlndding any militars secrets from 
the Ministers. If the authorities refuse to meet the demand of the 
Ministers in this lespect. the House should be jilainlA informed jiboiit 
it and should be given an opj»ortunit\ to express its own opinion over 
such an unfortunate situation. 

Sir, the other most important (luestion that arises directly from 
this grave external situation is that of internal j^irder and security. 

I regret. Sir, that the Budget jirojiosals do not^disclose any special 
arrangements for meeting any such internal emergency. There are 
the civic guards no doubt but the\ have so far been organised only in 
Calcutta and certain other large cities in the jirovinee. Even if these 
civic guards arc organised in ever\ town, it will not touch even the 
fringe of the ])roblem. The real danger will come from the village 
areas and not from the towns. Ma\ I ask. Sir, what arrangements 
exist today or are contemplated by the Minister in the event of any 
wides])read threats to internal ^>eace and st‘(‘iirk\ P With the 
experience of Dacca fresh in our memory and with our ojqnments 
scouring the countryside emitting blood and fire, it willjie suicidal 
to neglect this important question. The jxdiee arrangements, as has 
been amply demonstrated, are hopelessly inadequate. I think. Sir, 
the Ministry must create a new machinery for this purpose wlijch 
shall work in close eo-operation with fiie Police. I feel, Sir, that the 
organisation of a iiutioual militia is of paramount importance at the’ 
present juncture. Let two hundred thousands of our youths he 
recruited throughout the country to this militia, and let them 
be armed with proper weapons. Sir, it is essential to equip the militia 
, with firearms, if they are to discharge their duties efficiently. Let the 
Ministry demand from the Government the requisite arms for this 
purpose. Let this IJouse itself put forward that demand. 
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Even if the Government do not concede this demand, that does not 
mean that the idea of a national militia should be sibandoned. We 
have our indigenous JniJn.'i and speai^. Let these serve as the weapons 
of our militia for tlie presoTit. Sir. we are told by an Australian 
Minister tliat tlieir soldiers had to take their exercises with broom 
sticks in their hands, in place of ritles, at a period when all their 
weapons were sent to England for defence of that country. That at 
any rate sets an example of a nation in grim earnest. 

Coming now to the actual Budget prop(Ksals, Sir, I find that the 
sales tax is to continue as usual The i>rovinee has been greatly 
agitated over this taxation and a great vohime of dissatistaelion exists 
amongst traders and consumers about this new taxation. It was 
ex])ected that the new Minis(r\ should do something to give some relief 
in this respect. It will Ik* of course, hardly fair to blame the Hoirble 
Finance Minister in iliis matter, in view of the extraordinary situation 
he has to meet. 1 hope, however, this Ministry will keej) this question 
in view and will take the earliest opportunity of meeting ]>ublie opinion 
over this matter. 

A*> regards the exjienditiin* side, Sir, I find that the huge amount 
of Bs. dd lakhs is being spent tor the jute n*stiietion scheme. This is 
no doubt the b‘gac> (d' the last Mini>try, but th(*ie is a wides])read 
feeling in the country that this ex])enditure is not justified, and con- 
."iderable curtailmei% is (jiiite possibh*. I would rcijuest the Jlon’ble 
Finance Minister to examine this (jue.stion carefully and to find out 
wliether with the help of the existing (drcle Officers and the union 
boards this work cannot to a certain extent be carried on. At any 
]‘ate the expenditure of Bs. dd lakhs under thi.s head ajipears to he 
indefensible. 

I find tliat an additional grant of Bs. o lakh.s has been jirovided in 
the Budget for District Schoid Boards for jirimary education. Sir, 
from the maniiei* in Vliicli these Ihiards are working in East and 
Aorth Bengal 1 have a serious objection to granting an additional 
amount for* starting fresh District School Boards in new districts. 
Sir, I think that the whole question of constitution of District IVimary 
School Boards has to be considered afresh and jiroper rejin'sentation of 
Hiadu interests in North and East Bengal districts has to lie assured. 
Besides, the appointment of teachers, the curri<‘ula and the location 
of schools have been matters of seri<ius resentment amongst the Hindus. 

I hope therefore that no steps will lx* taken for spending this money. 

I find that Rs. 34 lakh.s have been sanc-tioned for starting 207 Debt 
Conciliation Boards in some of the districts. The Debt Conciliation 
Boards have been a sore matter to the Hindus in certain districts and 
I think that this question should be re-examined properly before 
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further Boards are started. I would request the Ministers to take 
proper steps for careful examination of the whole question of Debt 
Conciliation Boards again. 

Sir, I welcome the provision of Rs. 1 lakh for the promotion of 
Hindu-Muslim unity. I find that irom a section of the House objec- 
tion has been raised over this matter. I do not know why objection 
should be made; in provinces like the Punjab and Sind they are spend- 
iiig a lakh of rupees for this purpose. The opposition members are 
now trying to create trouble and interna] difficulties in the province 
not merely against the Ministry; the nature of their propaganda has 
been such as to create fresh misgivings amongst the Hindus. I feel, 
Sir, that this amount is essentially necessary in the interests of further- 
ing Hindu-Muslim unity. Certain members have referred to the con- 
ference held recently at Serajganj. I know what happened in that 
conference and what sort of speeches were made there. 

(At this stage, the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER; Mr. Deputy Speaker, on a 
point of information, Sir. For the last two days, the general discussion 
has been going on. But up till now no membe^rom the Scheduled 
Caste community has been given an opportunity to speak. I desire to 
know from the Chair what the arrangement is about them. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: They will get the chance. I am 
considering that now. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK : 

“All parties in the House will agree that so long as the present 
emergency continues, there can be no diversion of the resources of the 
Province to purposes that can wait. This must be the guiding principle 
of our budgetary plans for the coming year. AVe must bid adieu fqr a 
time — short or long as Providence may ordain — to the Aormal 
standards of peace-time budgeting.’’ 

5jfinn ^f%?n "Slpnil peace timeosj 01 ^ 

(TT ^ ^ 

^ ^ ^finn — “in a limited, sense therefore my 

Budget is in the nature of a War Budget”. War Budget ^firsn 
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I '•twimi 5n ’Tf'T »r5J^ 4^ War Budget 

I 'sno't'cifc'^? oa 8i st’f !>5 tw? >4^; 

<fJC55 Pl^M I (71^ 00 CTtSf 8“^ «T^ 6WJ ^*(1 ’TW’TT 

8 C^tPt ’rf? Civil Defence ai? ^TPT War Budget ^finn 

^ 75 '5t7l 7^51 ^71 '4^ f5«tJ1 ^ (TTSTl ^ '*ft5 TO' I 

C5STO 00 Budget estimate J|5; CTsTO TOf5 TiP'f 5t;«rtif fWtU 

€tf%5 > 55 ; ?plOT 5tC3C^ CnsftCH TO 8 c^ptCr i>T^ 
Civil Defence 4 (7^351 45^ TOt5 TO War Budget $71 >45^ 

TO TO I 5f^ Jn5I$ $71 War Budget 5fil51 7$'5 

itI5* $71 "i'8'^l'l vtftftfeC'S '^ttTO’fS 5 "Vi 7517 STTT ?$'o >47^1 

*171 fl7 751 7$^ StTl 7$^ TO5I TO (TO 7'i|l 5f5rTO 51 >451 $71 515171 
1(7‘1 7f5TOl TO45 >4$ 51rsrci?5 tfvTir <Jtnr TO^ 5ftTOl55 5171 
5f?T5li:^5 C5 TOTO51 7f5r5 CTO ^I7l5 >4$ T^TO Cl5 fw 7$C3 

TOlf^TOf TOT 7ftl® 7$i:5 I War Budget >4 fef5 C5 8 (TOt 6171 5517 
7f 55 l C ' ^H <31715 fe<3C5 C5f5r5 C551 5l$i:5 ^ C7lft5 7f57 Rsfi fif5U ' ^H — "Out 
of these 4 crores, 2 crores will be required for payment to the personnel of 
the various A. R. P. services” (751 8 c7lpl5 f3(55 ^ C7lPt5 C5"fT 

'41C<tC75 3 C5*t°t A. R. P. OfficorC55 C5<55 75i5 I7f3in 7$5li:^ I 5llTOrrt5 
CTOPtiTO 'apj'TO >451 511TOTO5 C5 7571 $7675 5f7:5aF5 763 7$TO 
571 7515 55 51 51715 >4>5 C5l5^l57l5 ^Hc5 5M ^ C7l1?f5 ^665 

Civil Defence 5TO C5 5517 751 7$56:^ <5171 7f% 5'^'lT >451 5l5l5T I 4$ 

5, C55615 ^ 5 C7l6t 7C57 TO 6l71 — 7lf5 5tf751 515 fTO 5fTO5f| — 5f5 
515T715 575 75 451 <31715 5f5 15*155175 '4lWll)-l1 751 515 TOl 7$!:5T (Tf5| 
51$75 7fir7t31 575 ^ 7f%7l<3l5 5llrC5 <51:77 6l71 5l5 5l$ 51 5l$75 51 I 
4$ 7(57651 57C55 ®5T 5l71 57571 751 7$5lC!!; <31713 5(5 7^6515 CTO- 
515715 <!T5vt1r3 451 <3171 571 7(55l5 S55^ 5(551 ^‘17 7$<3 TOl 7$C5 <317665 
(<7f 5(%515 (^5 51 I (77 CTO. 515715 <555665 451 C5 <55715 7(%7631 575 
451 31715 5lfl55 hTO 451 <5l7l5 -51^15 451 57C55 TO yr35 751 
515 <5171 7$CtT <^(53 !j1TO 5^5 451 5l5l5‘I CTO C5 <55715 f^5 5(756:5 3171 
ft3l5 7(^5 C5^' 51$C5 47 C7l6t 7757 TO 6171 7(3 515617 ; SRITO 57315 
C5 5(556:5 55TO 5517 751 7$5fC7 3l7T3 7(3 515157, 451 ^17151 71TO 
v(%T8^ #7151 <55';f3 <5lr^ 533(5 55^5 7(57l31 57C5 ?3f1 751 7$5lr^ 

3(715 'TOC75& C5*ri — 47'5l 5(TO C5l5 75 7^7(^ 7$C5 51 TO - 7l5 

0 

551 5l5 C5 <31715 ^5 STOHI 5l TOl5 TO I $71 5t35''C5C‘65 ejrpertTI 
vtf671 7(TO 5 ( 556 ^ 451 455 (^ tf3l5 4553 751 75 51$, 55715 * 
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i?tc5 (yfp; ^ ^ ^2^ ^Ffk^f^ a c^ 

^s(pm ^ ?fe ^^Mtm ^ i c^ 

7\^ isrtlR^ 5tC5T f% ttii)j5-well <il^ (TT^fPT^ 

^rfer^sc^ oj ^itur^ ^ c^ ^tt^r ^fen f% ^%] 
^pp? TPm r?r (cheers] ^ ; 

wnr^mr ^ ?^rtfcr Civil Defence 

(Pr 7‘Pr’^^^f% wrtr3 ^f% outpatients’ 

department ^ ^f%?n C*fS^ I 4fe^ m 

’3ftC§( — A. R. P. '^JTT Civil Defence Scheme iil?r ^<fT emergency 

100 bods ^ *\ ^b' ^ 

Wtr=PT — (71 a ^| 7ft^ft^cf 

’rt^®t T?I ^1 I ^ ^PT^t'^'IW outpatients 

departmental^ indoor C^T W (TT^^T 

*11$“, fiFflpn ST^'^llCl^ I emergency work 'Q Civil 

Defence (il?r ^ (71 5t?lfC:^ ^5’t(75 ^ ^ 

<4^* '3P5lr^ ^ ^OOSt beds 4^ ^ ^ <0?t 

?Pr^tW(7r ^OOSt beds ^ rfSft^ beds 4=? 

^ ^•^iitr^i f^^pn 5tt, ^i? 

^srPR^I (71 4^ ^f%^t'^ ^P5 (Tl'^ftlTT WCW ^ C^flT^ ^Pl 

(TTiftTTT omorgonoy work 4^ W^TT emergency hosi^aU (PTt^ ^ rt^ 
(Trim JT^TPl T^^U5C^ f% ^f%r5 ^ I ^ provision for 100 

reserved beds for air raid casualties ?Tpl W-TT 4?“ C^ ^oSl 
^ ?'pfpl 4 ^ I A. R. P, ca8iialty(:^ ?r^Jl ^rPrPTT 

lePl’fPsrrsT^ ^ ^ ?11 ^ I ';!;r^^^ 4^ ambulance 

C^ ^rmi ^?1TU^, ambulances] 

^'^nplpn I 2?Plvf|^t(7T^ ^vfl f^?f ^tpfpj isri;^ ^ 7^^^ 

<tn?^ 4 ^ 4^ ^ ijpn 

fV ? ^ppft? ^^§'-1 Mr, Banerjoe ^fif?ll 

fsprtc^JT 31^ 271 ^ ^ir^ f% 

^StTPn (71 (71^^ ^ ^ ^ 3itl5t?n '^<1171 f|51 

4^' 43pr^ %t^ (TT 

’IPIPTT ^ (TTil BtS^T PW?! ^Pf\ 3lpi I 

Ft? 4^ ^ ^t(7T ^511(70 4=^' ^ ^(71^^ '^RTl (?ftB^ 

4^* 51®! (7T ^^«1lH 2r^?l I ^fpTf^ 

4^ Pf C^ (71 ^tTBn 4^ ^^RTTl ’Tt^lBlI 

Civil Population ^Bl, ’PPFtGPT <71 ’Pl^ employee (71 emplpy0e(?Rl 
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emergency service essential public service ^rfsrei — 

(?PR sr^TT CJJ$>OT C^t«fl 

t CT ’ws ®rRn 5D I jm ’Ffrsr^ 'srprn:^ 

>.< 

^ I ^rtir 

(71 General Adminiatrationii], 

Civil Secretariati]^ 4tfi'in, communal harmony^ ^-TT ^ 

Parliamentary Secretary(Tf^ ^5, 

I ^ (?R \5t71 r^5T O^fVc^R 

^ (Suggestion — — (7T^ ^ 

^ t (Voice — f^, ?) 

sf^r^ C''K^ ^ T^Tttrn ^ <ii^f^ 

(PTOF^tar^ ^tfr^n 4tmi 3rd dassi) travel 

3rd class travelling 

I (yf^pi (?i ^ (Tit I 

^'4 ilf^ ^mtfe ^r4 f^Ul r^T?TI ; '3rf:nT) 

(n kfm 

(At this stage the memher having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

MR, NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: ^t»f?T (TT statc^ment 

TtriF (7] *3(1^ •2ni::^TtFTi t=t 7T3; Ftt i :p|r 

^rr^iTT^ — it is in the nature of a war-hudget | ^ 3tzn r? 

"5tTTcT ^fUT^T '4^ ^1 VC ^4 tn^TTS ^'^Tt7T'l?‘f=T revenue 

ai ^^rnrt^rn ^*4 inc^rfe, vjy- 

. — -irr^ C' ^ r^r, ^ ^ ^'^\] <i]^: tjTlTPP’ 

Lagislative Assembly mcml)er^ 'dTT 31^^ ?F'4l — war-budget TT.’l 
OT I -i]t wur^ ^ (71^41771 wuiw ^'4 ^ ^tn ftT?T, tf'^ 

^ 5T^ ^ ^ ^ror <\b 3t=T ^ ^ 'ii^kr 

ilT (T!# ’t'^f^l =V2?' I 

nation saving | ^ry;, ^tt, i] .^^Tl f% nation 

saved XJy ? France ij^r* Poland — 3tm 

fell? resources ^ iTO ^n ’^OTlT^ -ijt (TTtft 

fetTt7 ^:cn f% ryzb 31 ^ C3C^ 3j??r5T 3^ 

I ^ ^ ?Rr, ^ ’rTjpm nation <7f save 

??ir 3trc^ ^ ’Ttw ii^: ^rff%?F) — 

^r*Fl dly 31*3 csti ^ITT I Finance Ministert^}? 

(T53R <?^ 5F«n I 31 31^ '®rT3(tOT f% 
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TO ? Nation save 75, ^5tTO* IJTO IJTO ^5tUf5 

C5 ^tw, c5^8i To I 

TOTC^ (7T ^ 571 TOC^, C7 ^ 7*71 TOIT^ I ’'^t5t7 7t5^ttTO 

7571 7t? 777 71 C7'7, ^7t7t7 TO 77 ^'3 C7*n frt7*1 771 f|7 I 

W5 ‘4^1 ?(UH i4TOr 7(7 <4^ 77* i^TTH — 7f*^7ff77‘ «5U7*77 TOT — 7T7 
711:7, ^t7C5T 7tMWC7 ^7t7^ CT*!*^ 771 I <47* ^7 77 C7 Supplementary 

Budget ^TtTO — ^^5tr5 7f7 ^7^-7f57 75177 <4^^5tr7 7^^ ^ 7715 7'77f7 

demand fTO ’7tr77, 'JtTR '7t7t7 TO 77, ^l7lCK7 77* CTO* ^7f% 

7^717 CT't^ ^t77 71^7 71 I &t7^l fTO 7f7 TtTTI TOT 7*f7 — C7TO 

f^-75l7^t7 C7 election ^r37«f"t ^ 7t7 7T7 7T^71 — Tf? ^ TOl 77, ^t7I^ 
71771 7*TO I 7lC\6 Tt^fTT* TOyItt* <47*1^ CTtTt*^ '7171^77 It^ 77TOt7 
^t^7r«t7 TT® 7177, ^ C5h TOT^ TO I ^SlTT^T ’7f7tC77 777^ TO, TOTTl 
®rl7^ '7tfe^t7W7 77 7^ 77^17^ ?17 TOTo 777 I TOfl777 777 

7^ TO TOTTT fro <47^ 777 o1?r57t^ ^ 77 ; TOTTl tfTO TO7l7 

<47^ ^ 77 ^sTronTt ^ 77 I TOrt777 TO 7*77^ TO TOTTI ot737lf1 

<47^ ^ 777 fro 71 yrrom — ^ 777 sjIhi, Mr 71 Ttfror 71 totitt 

^IRS I ^77 7t7^7lr7 ^<WS\ 7f7 71^1777 771 IHI, Tft >4U5 TOHT51 
7^777 'Sf'71 ^171 771 5^, *^15 C7 '®rt7t7 777 57 '7t7t7 7^71 TtTl <4 '®r?5C7 
7777^7, ^ TO7 1 TOrt777 Finance Minister 75177 C7 77- 

C7'l777 5T77TO *47* TOfe^t7^5T7 C7 7*7^ ^17 TOf 7777^, \5t7 

^777 777T 7f7 7fc>C7 f%f7 C&77 (773 717757 <47* 7^73 717737 C7 <47 
C3177I, '®rlf7 47^ C31771 47* 47^ 3l7*f7 TOT 7f7 '3^7"77l7i 7*7737 3tTO 
TOTTl "SflTf^ 5317 47* 773l7 — 3l7 f^lTO ^ I W77* 7771- 

71775 ^ 77*7171775 47^ ^7frl7l7Tl5, 3l71 5f7 (TO 47^ 77l7^ TlTl 4TOS 
#13717 31777 TO fTO 77^ C5 3l737l7l ^1771 7TO, C31771 47 TOtHTO 

777T, 3lTO 3171 '7l7l777 77^ 7TO 757"7 71777 47^ TO'-tIm C5 ITTI 77l^ 
7*7777, ’'*Tl77l TOTTTO 7f^ C7i’l ^HC^W7 .7*77 I 31777 '7373 7:775 (775 
C5 4^ 77S*C^ '^ITTI C7*17r5'3 C7^ 7l7(^ 71 (7 7l7t ^1(37 TOT ^ 7*71 
57TOI ^ TOT37l7(7l *^73(73, :>:580, 

^^)Oib 7l77 51 7*71 5757^ 3l^ 771 5757^ 47* 4^ 7 37 TlT^^Tfi 777^1 1%^ 771 
^ f7 I TOTTl, TOT 7773 ^ 71 75 55m 3t7 TOT 7*^< 7lft ; 

4^ ^ (^ 5l3r 71^7517 CTOT^ i TtT^S 73f5 7773 ^ 755^ 7^757^7 
(71 47 TO, TOn TO 7*f7, 75 7rfr ^1(37 5TO7 TOT TTll 777 — 
31777 7777 7757^7, Fl7 TO, Tift 4^5177 §’lf%3 7l7^ — 3t7K7 S^f37 TOT 
75 f3f7 77*rt 7*77 73§1 75777, 3 7l571 4l*tl 7773 *5l(7 I 7l7«1 75 77?1 
31777— gl73l73 5f7 775 TiTOlTl 5l7, 77573 *TOr7 55Tf^ 71 Tfe 
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^ c^fSPL^ — 3|tiinr 

^ ^r?^i I ?pT^ ^ ^ TOf ^ I 

^sRpyi ^ S^ ^ ^r5t«T ^arl^ — that is 

nation-saving — (71^ T¥1 ^ I ^srffe ?r¥t^ 3rtC=T ^ — ^^s(tWI 

'Q^fTT^T ^ 0^ <^^5;[eT ^ f^OTT C^W^T I «il 

xp?n \ ^1 irrsT, ^ 

rR I ’CT a ^ % ^rrtm arr^ to 

c-^, — *^mi ^ ^ •3(vr.Trft? ?5^fTO^ f^s? (Tft — — (7rsff?7r ^ 

^Ttft cn^ffrJT c^ f-m c? 

% — irt^ irt-ti ^7 t^ Pro? ^ TO mt*t\ wfi 

^jfw i^i' ii^ n;. TtTO 'fi TOt^ I '^^'- 

TrfM TrtTTH Rn, 

tprt^ 3r7irn?iT ^ 3 :^ ^(3 toc^ i ’®rt*h ^c^, 

:rrr"fii 'iftM^rf ^rfrti *3 o^i 'ir^(7T^ ^^tt, ^tr3 (TTt^ 

'i]^ 3t^ 3t^ ^h I TO TO 

a ^t|3f^l rr^. Tit ^r irf> fVj TOR, 3tTO 

i]t TO^ Vfft ‘?r^-:i?f5jr I 'JTtft 'aTHl ^ (71 <5^ ^ 

*' <t 

TO C^ Siip'^lonioiitary Budget 'btIhw 3^ ^ ^T^TS ftVTf 
fTO3^ TOR, 3l5i^ ■^■R?i •^r^rs ^ I ^TOi w^r3 ’’Cftfe ^srrr? toi 

"'t 

f33^ f^TT TO^ 3tt TO (TPO ^’41 TO ^C=f il^: ^ 

JfTO ’^Ttro? (Rt I 

Mr. UPENDRANATH EDBAR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, this is 
the 5th year of our constitutional reform which was granted under the 
Government of India Act, 1935. Normally this would lx* the closing 
year ol the l.st term. Had there been no abnormal situalio;!, I mean 
fhe war situj^tion, in due course the general election ot the Legislative 
Assembly certainly would have been held this year, and 1 think’ the 
presen^ Finance Minister would not have got the chance of submitting 
tlie Budget Estimate for 1942-43. 

In previous years as usual the then Finance Ministers Mr. Barker 
and Mr. Suhrawardy submitted their respective budgets and we the 
Assemb^ members did take part in the general discussion of the 
Budgets and made caustic ail'd critical remaiits on them in the hope 
that in future Budgets we shall see improvements, but we are utterly 
mistaken. 
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I must thank the Hon’ble Dr. Mpokerjee for the chance he has 
received to submit the Bi|dget for 1942*43. We had high notion of 
his outstanding capacity and ability and we though that the right 
person had been placed m <;^rge of Finance. But are utterly 
hopeless to find that he has simply chewed the cud, i.e., he has only 
repeated the previous years’ Budget with some petty modifications and 
‘ alterations which are indispensable. His statement before the House 
may be a learned one, may be couched in elegant language and idio- 
matic English, but he has failed to Jormulat^ new schemes and plans 
for the improvement 6f the agriculturists of Bengal. I am sure 
although he is a citizen of Calcu'tfa^i^nd was born and brought up under 
the guidance of lus illuftrious father, he must have leaVnt through 
books ^hat Bengal is an agricultulral province. The population of 
Bengal has increased by leaps and bounds, agriculture does not yield 
so much nowadays, and fhe problem of unemployment is becoming 
acuter day by day. ’ft^Vas it notT I ask, incumbent on the Hoa’ble 
Finance Minister to frame the Budget in such a way as" would help to 
industrialise this agricultural province of Bengal? I submit it was. 
But nothing Las been done in that direction. The Finance Ministers 
4iiay come and the Finance Ministers may go or be made to go, but the 
lot of Bengal is not likely to be better in the uoar future. 


A sum of Its. 1 lakh has been provided in the Budget for restoring 
peace and harmony among dift'eieiit communities. That is really a 
laudable move. But tl»e Hon ble Minister has simply ignored the 
legitimate share of the Scheduled Castes so far as* the Ministerial issue 
is concerned and no provision has been made in the Budget for 
Scheduled Caste Ministers. I doubt if he will be successful in his 
attempt, on the other hand 1 think he will pois(»n the good feelings 
of the Scheduled Castes of Bengal as a whole and in place of peace 
and harmony, I am sure, discord and ill-feelings will reign through- 
out the province. I, therefore, sound a note of warning to the present 
Cabinet that it would be better if they would include one Minister from 
the Scheduled Castes immediately. We have learnt that one Minister 
from the Scheduled CasWs ^ill be taken after the session. But con- 
sidering the grave situation of the country and other circumstances as 
well we are forced to believe that our lot in the present regime is 
likfty to be sealed for ever, if a Minister from the Scheduled Castes w 
hot taken immediately. 


In conclusion, may I ask the Hou'ble Fmance Minister whether at 
the present moment Government is earnest to include one Minister 
from the Scheduled Castes to the Cabinet during the session? Will 
the Finance Minister make the position clear before the House? When 
the present Ministry wAs first formed in the month of December, we 
thought that this Ministry would be a national Ministry, but now we 
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see that this Mini.stry is not iatioital in action, it is only national in 
dress. If tbe^ini8tr\^ is not really natfShal in spirit, I am sure the 
life of the present Ministry will not beavery long^. If the Ministry 
really does not want to create a situation by which fts position may be 
crippled, 1 might say, as I have said before, that one Minister from 
the Scheduled Castes should be taken immediately. The Ministry 
should discuss and settle this matter in the Cabinet after consulting the 
various parties forming the Coalition and should not delay in the 
appointment of a MiniAer from the Sctieduled Castes Group. 

Lastly, as regards the salary o# {he Ministers we heard much about 
the Congi^ss Ministry %n<] the N|itional Ministry in the regime of the 
old Ministry. AVe thought and maintained that the Congresi 
.Ministers would not take much, they might take a small salarj" not 
exceeding Rs. l.OOO. hut now we see that they are drawing Rs. 2,500 
as their salHr\ . So 1 re(|uest them to reduce nieir salary in the near 
future. 

Mr. DHIRENORA^MARAYANAIUKERJI: Mr. Deputy Speal^, 
Sir, while rising to ^peak on this Hudget I cannot hut conceal my dis- 
appointment in the way it has been trained. We hud great hopes in 
the ahilit.N of ])r Syamaprasad Mookerjee when hi* was in the opposi- 
tion. W(' expected some new orientnti(»n of the Budget hut. Sir, otIT 
hopes arc dashed to the ground. This Budget is no better than the 
previous Budget by the erstviliile ministry. I wonder, Sir, how could 
the intelligence of the lion ’hie Finance Minister frame a replica 
Budget of the much-criticised and mm h-cornlemned ministry. It 
seems to me like the a«loption of the p<»sth unions baby of ouf late 
Finance Minister. 

Admittedly, Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister had a very short 
time at his disposal to frame this Budget hut it must not be forgotten ‘ 
that we on this side liave cherished high hopes in him. So much so 
we considered what would have been an impossibility with an ordinary 
person, would he an easy job for him. I am afraid, Sir, he did not 
exert hinosetf, jiossibly a.s he has said that “Government is a ni||ning 
com‘eni with all its cmninitmeiits, good and bad” particularly so when 
some of the old Minl.sters are still in the Cabinet. 

Sir, catchphraaes are alway.s u.sed to beguile persons in polilics and 
1 find that*. Dr. Mookerjee could not replace the use of it. He has 
supplanted the word of Sir Surendra Nath’s “Nation-building” by a 
new catchword “Nation-saving” and justifies spending nearly 4 crore® 
on that head. Every one of us knows. Sir, how defenceless is this 
province, as a matter of fact the whole country. 
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BABU NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTI ; On » point of otder, 
Sir, ruling C’T ’ToT 5R ''4lW< 

Sfts RtWI 5^ <lff? ^ I (Laughter) 

OR. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : RRtm ^ CSCBF C5tr^, 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERJI: Do we really senously 
think, Sir, that liy eiinting iew baffle walls round about the Govern- 
ment Build in^^’H ut a cost ot 9 lakhs, we shall save the eitv ot Calcutta 
from Ail- Ha ids? I admit, Sir, I am not one of them. 

The lavish e.xiieiiHes that we are "<>ing to make in my humble 
opinion will not he etfective in saving this city, w'ithout proper defence 
measure. All of us know how inadequately w'e are protected here. I 
consider the expen^^es made on this head are a sheer waste of publics 
money. It would have been well sjient in the old ideas of spending 
fot “Nation-building". 

J do admit, Sir, that the primar\ duty of a Government is to 
govern, to administm- and to defend the peojile and certainly I agree 
with the ilon’ble Minister that no Government can neglect any ot 
these functions without exposing itself “t(j the charges of blindness 
and incompetency”. » 

Does the Hon’ble Minister really and seriously think that the 
Cabinet is administering the jnovince in an autonomoics wa\ ? 1 have 

my 4oubts, Sir. Every da> . when we open the newspaper in the 
morning we find that people are arrested and detained without trial by 
scores. Our esteemed colleague Mr, Sarat Chandra Bose has been 
detained and removed from this province on the eve ot the formation 
of tliis very Ministry. So far. Sir, we find the Ministers have not been 
able to secure his relea.se or even his repatriation to this province. 
Another of our colleagues Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee is sharing the 
similar fate and still w'e have the talk of co-operation wdth the Centre 
organisation of A.B.P. and of defence measure on an ari»augemeut of 
receiving bounties on a slab system. Sir, this side we. never 
expected from the Hon’ble Finance Minister that he will be selling the 
birth-right ot this province in lieu of receiving few lakhs of rupees 
from the Centre. 

To arrange Defence, Sir, is not within the scope of provincial 
finance. Why do we then worry? Do you really think, Sir, that by 
having few slit trenches in the parks of Calcutta and by having some 
emergency hospitals we will save our hearth and home and our 
childypn? I am a great optimist, Sir, but even my optimism has its 
limitations here. 
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I know, Sir, these are all sentimental talks and do not fit in the 
discussions of the Budget where we deal in figures. I shall deal only 
with one case and charge this Ministry with a brepiiph of faith to the 
Assembly in utilising for general administration purposes the funds of 
the new taxation — sale tax, etc. We were given to understand, Sir, 
that these new taxations are meant for nation-building purposes and 
the whole Assembly discussed them threadbare but now it has been 
utilised otherwise. I expected at least the charity of a few lakhs by 
the Hon'ble Finance Minister for the nation-building purposes — for 
the use of the poor villager^ who are paying them for their everyday 
needs of life. 

hour crores is going to be s])ent m(»stly for the protection of the 
city of (’alcutta and its suburbs. I do recognise the claim of this 
city but we must not forget the crying needs of the dying millions of 
the villages. 

f have already encroached upon the valuable time (»f the House 
and I end with a few words more. 

The beaut it ul addendum expressing the pious wishes for and 
expcctaiicit‘s (if the Hon’blc Finance Minist<*r on the l^remier of the 
British Empire i-i reall> a waste of breath. Dame misfortune is still 
pursuing the lonely M.P. of lt)dO who announced one day that “it is 
really a day of miNfeotum* to the British Empire wloui a half-naked 
seditious fahir striding over the nmrble staircas«* of the Viceregal 
Palace to paile\ with the repicNcntative of the Britisli hbnpire“. 

By turn of the wheel of fortune or shall I say misfortune today he 
is the Premier of the British Empire. He has learnt many .sad Jessons 
but his final lesson is, it seems as yet incomplete as we still hear his 
AtMntic Charter, We have seen him gripinng the hands of the Red 
in friendship, we have seen him welcoming Marshal Chiang-Kai-Shek 
not only as the honoured guest of the Viceregal Palace but also acknow*^ 
ledging him as the generalissimo (d‘ the land fon^es in the East for 
A.B.C.D. We do not know how many more turns there will be in the 
wheel of misfortune before it will come to a standstill announcing the 
fructificatij^n of the pious wishes of the Hon’ble Finance Minister. 


Mauivi MD. ABDUR RA8HEED; Mr Deputy Speaker. Sir, the 
only two items of expenditure in an otherwise colourless Budget pj^sent- 
ed by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister which requires the serious con- 
sideration pi the House are the provi.sions of Rs. 1 lakh for the promo- 
tion of communal harmoiu in the province and Rs. 7f>,0(K) ff>r meeting 
the salaries of Parliamentary Secretaries. Nonnally the Budget would 
have come in for a very serious criticism on account of the omissions 
of any provision for nation-building institutions, but situated as we • 
are, with the war |jiocking at our doors, it is difficult to blallfie the 
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Jffcrn'ble the Finance Minister for lack of will for the improvement of 
the^province in direction which the Budget at the first sight dis- 
closes. The crying neea of the moment is a live organisation for proper 
arrangements for Civil Defence in this province. A large sum of money 
has been provided for this purpose but I am afraid the manner in which 
this difficult problem. It met twice or thrice and ultimately died of 
of a considerable proportion of this amount in 'non-essentials. As this 
is a matter of which few of us have any practical experience, the 
Hon ble Minister in charge of this department has necessarily to depend 
on the advice of his experts but by the manner in which the A. R. P. 
and other staff has been multiplied, particularly* by the recruitment 
of old and retired officers for active duties and the amount of money 
being spent on establishment, one cannot be blamed for feeling that 
there is a considerable wastage of the funds. 

Coming to the provision of Rs. 1 lakh for the promotion of 
communal harmony, one ought to ordinarily be grateful for any attempt 
in this noble cause if we could believe in the sincerity of the Govern- 
ment in this respect. The bitter controversies of the last o years have 
blackened the face of the country and has spread communal hatred and 
ill-leeling throughout the lenglh and breadth of the Province. Any- 
thing which will put a stop to this state of things and bring about 
peace and amity among all classes of the peojile should be welcomed 
with open arms. If this could be attained by s^pending money we 
would gladly vote even 10 times the amount it has now been provided 
for. Past experience, liowever, has made us pessimistic. We have 
had n^lack of slogans shouted at the toj) of our voice, writings in press 
and speeches from platforms all deprecating commuiialism and partisan- 
ship and urging peace and harmony. But wliat has been the result? 
A representative committee was formed a coujile of years ago to solve 
4hi8 difficult problem is being handled would mean the frittering away 
inanition. It is not necessary to investigate the real cause of difference 
betw'een the two major communities. They' are well known. What is 
necessary is a cliange of heart and a strong will to eradicate the evil 
and this I am afraid is lacking. As we all know the points af difference 
between the two major {•ommunities are religious, economic and 
political. As we know the questions of cow sacrifice and music before 
mo8(|m* have not yet been solved and are the fruitful source of the 
periocucal communal riots which rouse the passions of the people. Has 
any attempt in the past been seriously made to solve tlys problem? 
Is the working President of the Hindu Mahasabha prepared to go to 
the country and tell the Hindus not to interfere with the primary right 
of every Mussalman to follow his religious observances? Is the Hon’ble 
' Mr. A. K. FaHul Huq who claims to be the leader of the 33 millions 
of Bengali Mussalmans prepared to tell them not to object to processions 
with music before mosquesi^ Are the Hon 'ble Dr. Syamaprasad 
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Mookerjee and his colleagues of the Hindu Mahasabha agreeable to give 
the Mussalmans their due share in services and proptfr rep resent a ti<Mi 
in all public institutions? Are they prepared to stop the Hindu Press 
from misrepresentation and false propaganda against Mussalmans and 
their political activities? Are they prepared to tackle these problems 
with sincerity and courage without keeping an eye on the future ballot 
box? If they can, no money is necessary to achieve communal har- 
mony; othemdse a mint of money will not improve the position in the 
slightest degree. 

Sir, in the political arena during the last five years the two main 
actors have been the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq and the Hon’ble 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee. Their activities and their irresponsible 
utterances have to a great extent led to the present deplorable position 
of communal ill-feeling in the country. By a fortuitous concourse of 
circumstan(‘es the two opposing stars have now come to each other’s 
arms and have started this new project and are now preaching for comt. 
munal harmony. The Mussalmans of Bengal cannot be blamed if 
they fail to dance with pleasure at this new move. They have every 
reason Ui distrust the sincerity of their motives. One who not very 
long ago openly stated that all Hindu officials of the province are 
disloyal and untrustworthy, who became the lion of Bengal by promising 
condign punishment against the Hindus of Bengal if the Hindu majority 
provinces oppressed file Mussulmans, one who tried his best to induce 
the Mussalmans to give their sanction to “Dog-racing” to enable him 
to find money to carry on a campaign against the Hindu press, one 
who openly disclosed his feelings towards the Hindus in the Town Hall 
by stating that if he entered into a Coalition with the Congress and 
the Hindu Mahasabha he would be acting like a Mirjafar and would 
not be able to show his face to his Creator if he ruined the Mussalmans 
in that manner, has now assumed the role of the Protectoi of the Hindus 
and guardian of their rights and interests. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

8RIJ0T A8HUT08H MALLIK : m\ 

I ^ (7T om 

fepnr TOT ^vr?r cwq (tt (Tpr 

ijft: ^ ^ 

^ 5^ nTRT?prrfT (Cheers) 



doo 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[21st Feb., 


^ ^ ^ 5^3 5t7, (7f ^ 'arc^j^ 

TO ^SClri COTR ^ c*f(?*f< 5R, [’I'ol^PlFiC'vi resolution 

(?ptc? 'ij?* f^rsrf5f^tr4' 'sz^ tor \ 

^rfhrrf*f?i #?r TO?fe-<^v4t< 

cror to, ^ 

TO "ttf^^tf^ ^’r^rc^ ^ I M^'^c\iii tot 

^srStTO^t^ OT I ^iftTOTOR TOSR-^sR^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ c^ ^TO? to 

(7R ’af^4li rrr, ?ir5 ^ ^ Sri tor ri i ^^Rlrrot^ 

TO Sc^ ?RTR^<3 ^arroprttoiR TOrl’STn c^ Sr^ ^ tot ^ i ^ 
m, ^ ^tlTOR CTOPTt^, to" 'WTO, 

5ITO — ^^RtR ^ ^ ^ TOlfl TOTOr^ 

TOCR, Rtto^ ^Fto<i,TO[ TOTO CTO TOTO TO 

TO I ^ CrtT, fSfR TO ftOT TO Ft^TO CFSi tor fR — fSfR TOtR 
RHRC^ ^‘In the circumstances, nation-saving takes the place of nation- 
building” I ^US TO nr, TOtTO (RR ’IRTO'S TO<T 

(R? I TO Rt^RtCTOR RTv*TO RWtR 'il'3 ^fflR R 'il^RS TO RRl 'Rq'TO 
TOTO nr I TO RttTO RtTO ^ Rf%TTO f^tTOR 

^RRTO C^C^ Tor Tot I TO ^z> RTO (R tor ^rto ^TO 

TOR TO R1 CTO TOF R^TO ^ R CTOi nr I TOTO f^pT f|R TO^ftR 
tr^tfWlR TOR Tor lilRSl f%f R^ 'SR^-TOl? TO^ to TOCTO C?^ C^ 
(R feto 'STO? TOR TOTt'^t^'TO ^ItF TOR I TOl 

C^ <R Tor RfN Rf^ ?FTOR R^ TOf% CR?, TO R^Rl-J^fR ^RTO R^ 
CR? I Rt^TOTOlRR RCi? to fRlTOT WR RRC^ 

Tot ri — -' tfRTO “fto TOR I 'iinF f¥ to rrIr to i 

TOS^ 'RRF 1 TO^ ^ TOTOR RR, oqrTOTR FR TO (R^tfU 

^ I RR^f TOTR C^'^r I TO TOmr RRTtCRtFRR CTO RR, ^TR vilRf 
RtUR ^tfF^ &Rn , ^StCRR ^ Rlto TOR RSRRI CR? I TOlRR 'artots**! 

R^?nF^ C3R R’Sr’ I RTOS^R CTORR ^*RT^‘ CRR TO RTR 

RRRt I rI^ RRRTl ^fCR, <ilR* ^TfS RRFI R^TC^, CR^ '□(C^ikR 

* TOar-Rtr^ ’^RF to RflftR RR I Rt^Rl RRTO TOCTO ^RRSi oq^TOR ^RTO 
Rl TOT -sfrrpRF TO% TO R^ rTOl to ^ RtRTS RRC^ I 

RRl'CRR RRTRF S^Fl TO^toF R^ if’C 5 ^i^RR v f toWR l R RTto 

R*orG?i to ^strs TO Rcrr rrrr ^rrr r m tor ctot rjrtr^ SotR 

CRi I R^qlTRR ^RRTCRR SRR ^RR'kRR Rto^RR I to ^ Rlto 
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?r5r¥ Hwif ▼Rs^ 

6 ^ ^’'5 1 ^ ^- 

-slfft % '6 «rt^ 

ttIto t p r^t w ^ f|^T i ^c^ni S^CKci, c^Faflrr 

^ \ oM Rrc^ <fT?rfe^ ^ i ^ 

c^ ^rm!!in:^ ^ m ^ to. ^ ^tif 
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f% <5 ftror fFsPr^TQ cKivit^ i ojnr ^ (TFtft ^‘^Pr 

3ttc;5 ^*t 5 (:=^ c^ftr^R ^ =^mi cror c^"y 

j]?: m3i ^ '^PHT^rPTs ^ i (Pnr^ ^ 

♦pr^ 5TofR” I M (Ttp^t fV, ai c^tr 

<ttR I to yi^prPT ^TT^srt^ ^^rtRi ^jpftrfT ft»U»T 

^ I ^vh TPrto^ ^ TOT “’nr^ c^rtr^to 

w?i T?n5^:UTT t^vtw^ i ^ totR«t” i 


Adjournment. 

It being 11-20 a.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 8-30 a.m. on Monday, the 23rd 
February, 1942, at the Assemblj' House, Calcutta. 



202 


r23RD tm., 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 23rd February, 1942, at 8-30 a.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 
7 Hon’ble Ministers and 196 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Building grants to Scheduled Caste middle English and high English 

schools. 

•48. Mr. MONOMOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased toMay on the Table a 
etatement showing for the years 1939-40 to 1941-42 — 

(t) the amount that has been allotted as building grants to — 

(1) middle English, and 

(2) high English 

schools, maintained by the Scheduled Castes in the Province; 
and 

(n) the amounts tliut have already been given to the different 
schools of the Province as building grants, specially men- 
tioning the schools, district by district, during*^ these three 
years P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the basis on which 
these building grants are distributed? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the present number 
of Scheduled Caste middle English schools in the districts of Dacca and 
Mymensiugh that are in receipt of building grants? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of giving 
building grants to those middle English schools in the said districts that 
have not received them as yet? 
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MIHIITER in charge of the EDUCATION and COMMERCE and 
labours DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul 

Carim): {a\ (0 (1) Rs. To, (MX) and (2) Rs. 75,000. 

(n) A detailed statement is laid on the Library Table. 


(h) On the g‘rant-in-aid basi.K with relaxation of the condition of 
local contribution. 


(D Dacca — Nil and Mymensinjrb — 3. 

{(1) Yes, when adequate funds are available for the purpose. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (d), will 
the Hoirble Minister be pleased t<» state when the Government expect 
that ade(}uate funds will be available!^ 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That is in the 

womb of futurity. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN BARKER: Will the lion Me Minister be 
ploiised to .state if it is a fa(‘t that there has been an increase of lU. 15 
lakhs more for the current yeitr than the amount actually spent under 
the head “Education”? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 want notice. 


Babu MADHUSUDAN BARKER: Will the lion Me Minister please 
look into the budget under review where he will find this figure? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I can assure the 
honourable member that all matters connected with the Schedule 
Castes education will receive Government’s very anxious consideration. 


Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please .state the reason why no grant w^as made to Dacca 
district for construction of buildings for Schedule Caste schools? 


Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: In the first place, 
I should think that there were no applic^ation.s and in the second place 
I should think that Dacca has too much of education, so much so that 
they do not think of middle English education. 
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Grant of war allowance to Government Servants. 

•49. Maulvi AZHAR ALIS (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact — 

(7) that the abnormal rise in the price of foodstuff and other 
daily necessaries of life has hard hit the ministerial officers 
and menials in the employment of the Bengal Government; 
(fi) that both the ministerial officers and menials have made 
representation to the Government for the grant of an ad 
uiterirn allowance pending revision of their salaries; 

(777) that during the last Great European War grain compensa- 
tion allowance was granted to them; and 

(tv) that present economic condition of the Province is worse than 
what prevailed during the last War? 

(h) Will the Hnirble Minister be pleased to state what steps the 
Government Ijave taken to ameliorate the condition of ministerial 
officers and menials under the Government? 


MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE PEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee): (o) (/) The ahnormal rise in 
the price of rice must have hit hard those low paid Government 
servants in whose budgets food is the main item. 

(n) Petiti»)iis have been received asking for an extension of, or an 
increase in, the dearness allowance admissible in terms of Finance 
Department Resolution No. 1(>35F., dated the 8th July, 1940. 

(m) During the 1914-1918 War, grain compensation allowance in 
Bengal was admissible only to Government sep'ants wJiose pay did not 
exceed Ra.l2. 

(iv) No. 

(b) The attention of the honourable member is invited to Finance 
Department Resolution No. ItiSo-F., dated the 8th July, 1940, a copy 
of wJiich has been laid on the Tiibrary Table. 


Mr. il. N. GUPTA: With reference to answer (a) (iV), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if his reply is based on an enquiry 
into the matter? 


The Hon’ble Dr. 8 Y AM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: Yes. 
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Mr. N. GUPTA: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that in the Calcutta Gazette^ February, 1942, the price of 
rice has been published as 0 seers and 12 chhatacks per rupee? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEE: The answer 
relates to the position in the entire province as a whole and not with 
regard to any particular area. 

Mr. d. N. GUPTA: Will tlie TIon’hle Minister please state whether 
this allowance has been given to Calcutta pe^)j»le who are in the employ 
of Government? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEE: So far as 

Calcutta is (X)nrerne(l, the de.irness allowance has been inri’eased by 
one rupee more aft'ecting persons who an' drawing Rs dO and less. 


Arrangement for drinking water and charitable dispensaries in 
Sundarban area of 24-Parganas. 

*53. Maharaja 8ASHI KANTA ACHARYYA CHOUDHURY, of 
Muktagacha, Mymensingh: (m N the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and b(»cal Scli-tiovernment Department aware that 
in the Sundarban an'a of the 24-Parganas — 

(/) there no aiitangement tor supply ot drinking water; and 

{ii) there is no charitable dispensai,\ ? 

ih) Tf so, what steps do tlie (rovernment ])r()pose to take in the 
matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu): {a) (?) There are arrangements lor supply ol drinking 
water in the Stindarban area of the 24-Pa rganas made not only by the 
local Imdies but also Government and the locnl public. 

There are already IGl tube wells and 4d tanks in that area. In 
the comprehensive scheme for Rural Water Supply, provision has been 
made fr)r 2,2TJ new .sources of supply in the 9 thaiias comprising partly 
or w'hoilv in the Sundarban area. There will he a pn>portionate allot- 
ment of funds for this area irom the current year's grant. 

(/I) There are charitable dispeii.saries at Heljtukur, Sagore, Kakdwip, 
Oadu-Mathurapui , Cunning, Devisabad, Minakhan, Gosaba, Sandesh- 
khali, Rames\yarpnr, Hingalgunj, Jogesligunge, Gopalpur, and Dhole- 
tukri. Besides, there are also a few* malaria treatment centres and 
Eemindari dispensaries at Chaital, Kalinagar, IJkil Babuls Hat, etc. 

(6) Does not arise. 
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Bsbu NACENDRA NATH SEN, Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the total area of this tract of land ? 

The Hon’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I want notice. 

Babll NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the thanas within which these charitable dispensaries 
and these 2,242 tube-wells are situate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I want notice. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: In view of the vast ness of the 
area, does the Horrhle Minister think that the provision made is ade- 
quate for the purpose? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 do not think that 
the provision is adequate, but there is a comprehensive rumi water- 
supply scheme which is beinp: attempted to be worked out. 


Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: So far as charitable dispensaries 
are concerned, will the llon’lde Mini.ster please take into account that 
the provision is iiuwlequate? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I sliall certainly look 
into that. 


Rai 8ahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: With reference to para- 
graph 2, will the Hon’ble Minister be jileased to state if the allotment 
of fund regMirding water-sifpph lias already lieen made to the district 
board ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So far as current 
year’s gmnt is concernevl, T am not sure whether money has been 
drawn, hut 1 know that different district l)Oiir<ls have been allotted 
certain sums of money. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: WiU the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly enquire into the matter? 


The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH^ KUMAR BA8U: Yes. 
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ImprovMiwnt of roads in Khulna and deasora distriols. 

• 8 $. Babu NACENORA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) the total mileage of motorable roads in the Khulna district ; 

(b) the present state of the Navaran-Satkhira Road; 

(c) whether the Khulna-Bagerhat Road has any prospect of being 

macadamized in the near future ; 

(d) whether the Singia — hkistern Bengal Railway (Jeesore district) 

Daulatpur (Khulna district) road is likely to be taken up 
by the Road Board for making it motorable throughout the 
year; and 

(c) whether the Singia-Calcutta jfortion of the road is motorable 
throughout the year? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed); (a) I have 
no informntion. 

I however understaml that there are approximately 94 milcv? of 
metalled roads in the Khulna district; the.se may l)e taken to be 
motorable. 

(h) Of the Navamin-Ellispur section consolidated of stone metal is 
complete and the second coal of jiainting will Ik* ai>i)lied this cold 
weather. 

The P^llispur-Satkhira section of the road has not yet bee n’“ taken up 
but it is proposed to approach the (government of India to sanction as 
a special case this length so as to complete the original scheme. 

(r) and (d) No. 

(f) The road from Je‘isore to Ealcutta is a Provincial roml and 
motorable throughout the year. 

The road from JesMire to Singia \s a District Board road. T under- 
stand that this portion of the road i^ metalled and as such should l>e 
motorable 

Bsbu NACENDRA NATH SEN; With reference to answer (c) and 
(d), will the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is no 
present prospect of the Khulnu-Bagerhat R<wd and the Singia- 
Daulatpur Road Wing macadamized ? 

Tli 0 Hoit^bls Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED; No, I have alrendy* 
answered that. ^ 
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Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why these are not yet macadamized? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I cannot tell you off- 
hand, but I will look into it. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Does he know that the distance 
from Singia to Daulatpur is only 20 miles and if this portion is maca- 
damized, the whole road from Calcutta to Khulna becomes motorableP 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I will look into that. 
Diepoeal of dead bodies. 

*57. Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) With 
reference (o the c(nni)lete answei to ^taITed question No. 227 laid on 
the Library Table on the 3rd September, 1941, will the Hon’ble 
Minister in cbarg(‘ of the Tublic Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — 

(i) who were the persons invited at the proposed ('onference; 

(n) what organisations they represented; and 

(Hi) what were the reasons for which the Conferenco could not be 
held ? 

(6) Will the llon’blc Minister be pleased to state whether repre- 
sentatives of the Hindu Mahasabha and the Hindu Satkar Samity were 
invited ? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there exists a feeling amongst 
the HItuIu i>ublic for Hindu dead bodies being subjected to dissection? 

(e) If so, do the Government propose to come to an early decision 
in the matter, with or without any conference? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; (a) The first confer- 
enee that was held on 2(Hh November, 1936, included representatives 
of the Hindu Satkar Samity, the Anjuman Mufidul Islam and the 
Christian Burial Bedard, It was proposed to hold another conference 
but the idea was ultimately abandoned and no invitation was issued to 
any organisation. Government consider that the matter cannot be 
'So]||ed satisfactorily in a conference in the present atmosphere of the 
country. 

(6) and (c) Do not arise. 
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(d) Complaints have been made to Government against the use of 
unclaimed dead bodies of Hindu patients for dissection purposes. 

(e) Government are trying to solve the problem in the best possible 
vay. But as it is a very complicated matter, it will naturally take time 
;o come to a decision. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state where is the complication when the Hindus 
lemand nothing more than wliut is conceded to tlie Muslims and 
IJhristians witli regard to dead Iwdies? 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is no (,uestion. You can put it 
n another form. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Goxeniment 
ileasp explain where the complication lies^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: The complication lies 
n the fact that it d(*ad bodies are not available, scientific lesearch 
3eoomes almost impossible and dissection l>eing an es.sential factor in 
;jiedi(^al education, medical education will be held up for all time 
rt'ithout it. So far a^ dead Imdie'^ of persons belonging t-o other com- 
munities are coiicerne^l, there has Wen a sort of stalemate inasmuch 
i.s the (’hristiaris and the Muslims luive already obtained the advantage 
)f their dead bodies not being available for these purposes. In order 
that the (piestlon ma> he reopened a suitable atmosphere is necessiiry , 
«k) thiit Mune useful f)urjM)s(‘ ma\ W served hy any conference and we 
ire waiting for that atmosjdiere. 


Cholera epidemio in Sandwipi Noakhali. 

^58. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Is the Hoirble Minister in 
charge of the Public* Health and I^cal Self-Government Department 
aware — 

(/) that cholera has broken out in epidemic form in the island of 
Sandwip in the district of Noakhali; and 

(n) that a large number of men are dying every week? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to slate — 

(i) the total numWr of jiersons who died of cholera since its out- 
break in February last: and 

(n) the number of attacks and deaths that occurred during the week 
ending on the 31st July, 1941 P 
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The Hofi’Me Mr. SAKT02H KUMAR BAAU: (a) (i) Yes. 

(n) Yes, comparatively large. A statement showing the weekly 
figures of attacks and deaths from cholera at Sandwip from 1st 
February, 1941, to 16th August, 1941, is laid on the Library Table. 

(h) (i) 663. 

(iii) During the week ending the 26th July, 1941 (and not on the 
31st July, 1941), there were 185 attacks and 90 deaths. 

Committee regarding conversion of reserved forests into pasture grounds. 

*00. Dr. OANAULLAH: (a) With reference to the reply given to 
starred question No. 94 on the 25th February, 1941, will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to 
state in relation to the Committee appointed by the Government — 

(?■) the number of times the said Committee have met; and 
(n) whether any report has l>een submitted by them? 

(h) If the answer to (a) \(ii) is in the affirmative, will the HoJn’bleJ 
Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a copy of the said Xeport? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

MIHI8TER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Upendra Nath Barman): (a) (?) Twice. 

(n) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) The report is not yet ready. 

Settling of eome toddy shops of Barrackpore Circle with non-Bengalis. 

*61. Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: {a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to 
state whether in settling the excise shops preference is generally given 
to Bengalis ? 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason for 
settling the fan shops of Alambazar, Kharda. Titagarh, Talpukur, 
Chundanpooker and Nayabasti of Barrackpore Circle of 24-Pargana8 with 
a non-Bengali P 

The Hon’blo Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN; (a) Preference is 
gAierally given to Bengalis in settling excise shops under the fiixed-fee 
system. In the case of the shops that are settled by auction, the best 
offer is accepted. 
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(b) There have been no Bengalis amongst the tan vendors of the 
Barrackpore Circle for many years. Last year, too, all tlie licensees 
were non-Bengalis. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Is the llon’ble Minister 
aware that there was a large Bengali population in B^irmckpore and 
notices to that circle do not reach them and as a result they ci\nnot bid 
at the auction sale? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: What is your 
question ? 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: My iK)int is tliat notices 
are not duly served. Will the Flon’lde Minister be pleased to state 
if the notices were duly served through the local Ivodies of Barrackpore? 

The Hon'ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: (Certainly. It is 
done as a general rule. It must have been done on the last occasion 
also. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: The allegation is that these 
notices were not scrve<l pwperly. Therefore will the Bondde Minister 
see that they are served to the local bodies of Barrackpore, so that tl|B 
Bengali iH)pulation (an bid at the auction sale? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN; Government have 
got no application from the Bengali iK)pukition to the effect that noti(“es 
are not served. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the llonTde Minister pleoae 
look into the matter as t<» why the Bengalis are not cxmnng forward? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I do not know, 
but the thing is this: these tofldt/ shoim are generally dependent upon 
the operation of palm trees. These things are generally done by the 
up-country men who are called p(uhis. There might be difficulties for 
Bengalis to procure them and utilise them for the purpose of 
tapping the palm trees and for this reason perhaps the Bengalis do not 
oome. Anyhow I shall lof)k into the matter. 

Dtbenture Schme. 

*02. Mr, 8HAM8UODIN AHMED KHONOKAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department be pleased to state what is the present stage 
of the Debenture Scheme P 
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(6) Do the Government contemplate to give effect to it? 

(c) If so, when? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Hashem Ali Khan): («; A scheme for the rehabilita- 
tion of the Co-operative Societies is under examination of Govern- 
ment. 

(b) and (c) As soon as tlie scheme is approved by Government. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to slate for how long this scheme is and will be before the 
Government? We are hearing Ibis from time immemorial. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: I am 

sorry to inform the House Ihul tlie inatier is under considenition or 
rather was under C(msideration of flie late Finance Minister for more 
tlian a year. The file has been r(‘cently sent hack to the department 
end it is now under the consideration ol the i)iesent Finance Minister, 
and I think it ^\[\\ not take a long lime to (Mime to -a decision. 




UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(answers to which were laid on the table) 


Affairs of Bhatpara Municipality. 

39. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR ; {o) Will the 

Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Puhlic Health and JiOcal Self- 
Government Depurtment be jilea^ed to state — 

(/) whether attention ot the G(n*ernmeut has been drawn to the 
notes of Audit (d the Ac«nunts of the Bhatjiara Munici- 
pality for the year as suhmilted hy the Examiner of 

Local Accounts, Bengal; and 

(ii) whether it is a fact that serious irregularities have been brought 
toiight therein? 

V 

(6> If so, will thft.Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, 
if any, he has taken or proposes to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (a) Yes. 

(6) The explanation of the Municipal Commissioners has been 
obtained and the whole matter is now under mr r.oiiflidprfttinn 
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Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the Subdivisional Officer and the Commia- 
sioner have recommended the suspension of the Municipality? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Is it a fact that a lawyer was appointed 
by the Municipality to represent its case before the Ilon'ble Minister 
personally? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Two lawyers yvere 
ap])oiiited by tin* Munici})ality yvhen a chance was ^iv(‘n to them tO 
represent their point of vieyv before Government. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: In it a fact that the layvyers have drayvn 
over Its, 1,600 from the Municipality? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I want notice. I 
have had no informatioii yvith re^»‘ard to that. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Is it a fact that one of the lawyers yvho 
appeared before the Ilon'ble Minister noted as his junior when he 
practised in the Hi;,'-h Court? 

The Hon’ble Mf. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Many lawyers acted 
as my juniors yvhen I practised as a lawyer. 


Promulgation of notice under section 40 of the Bengal Village 8elf- 
Government Act in Dinajpur. 

40. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charjfe of the Ibildic Health and l.oc’ul Self-Government 
Dej>artment be jileased to state yvhether it is a fact that notices \in<Mr 
section 40 of the Henjfal Villa^re Self-Government Act, 1910, are being 
issued on villajrers h/or in the district of Dinajpur? 

(hi If the ansyver to (cij is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be jdeased to state the reason thereof? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on theyiable a 
statement showing — 

(i) the names of the villages on which sucn notices bave been, 

served in the dhstrict; 

(ii) the number of pei1i6ns in the district on yvhoni such notices hava 

been served; 
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(m) the number of those persons who paid war contributions on 
receipt of the notices; Sind 

(iv) the amount of contribution paid by each of them? 

(d) Is it a fact that no steps are taken if the persons served with 
such notices pay a war contribution ? 

(e) Will the Ilon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state what is the present 
stage of the proceedings? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (a) Notices under 
section M) of the llengal Village Self-trovernment Act were issued only 
in the Sadar subdivision of the district. 

(6) The notices were issued on the reports of Circle Officers and 
Presidents of Union Boards that the assessment was inequitable as the 
rate-payers were taxed below their capacity. 

(c) (?) A list of the villages on wliich such notices were served is 
placed on the Table. 

(li) About B30 out of a total of about 100,000 assessees in the Sadar 
subdivision. 

{Hi) and (ir) The intoriuation cannot be obtained without a detailed 
examination of the receipt books of the war fund which it is regretted 
cannot be undertaken in view of the amount of time and labour it will 
involve. 

(d) No. 

(e) According to the rejiort submitted by the District Magistrate 
on the 2-{rd September, 1041, three cases were disposed of and the 
others were under enquiry. 


lA.it of viUiigesf referred to in (c) (?) of unstarred question Ac. 40. 

Ujani, Sunil, Dainolia, Kharsata, Indrain, Belun, Paloibari, 
Aiiiritakluuida, Ilatia. (louri, Maligram, Jot Bahabal, Gossainpur, 
Ruuipiir, Chakramimr, Uthrail, Muradpur, Gopinathpur, Kamchandra- 
pur, Noomsahar, Kutair, Danur, Gahangachi, Mollapara, Kamalpur, 
Bontaru, Salki, Manipur, Maheshimr, Pauchkur, Parbatipur, Damodar- 
pur, Buiragipara, Ramchandrapur, Balandar, Gopalpur, Bhandera, 
Mahu^husu, Chausa.^Dharanipur, Godabari, Noorpur, Fatepur, Mera- 
gaon, Bemaiigaon, Choupukharia, Brojaballavapur, and Malam. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how in three cases referred to there has been an 
increase of rate? 



1942.] QUESTIONS. 21«' 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am aorry I cannot 
aay that. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will it he possible for the 
Hon’ble Minister to say if such notices were issued at any time before 
this after the introduction of the reforms in this province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I want notice. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon Me Minister be 
plea^'Cd to state if he would look into the matter of service of notices 
under section 40 of the llenpfftil \’illaj^^e Self-(tovernnient Act and fwiy- 
ment of war contribution by people on whom the notices have been 
served ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I do not think that 
there is any connection. 


Vacancy in the poet of Chairman of Dinajpur District Board. 

41. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: {a) Is the Hon Me Minister 
in charge of Hublic Health and IxM‘al Self-Hoverninont Department 
aware — 

(?) that by the death of Khan Bahadur Mahatubuddin Ahmed, 
M.L.A., there has been a vacancy in the post of Chairman of 
the IKstrict Board of Ihnajpur; and 
<??) that the works ot the District Board are suffering for delay in 
filling uj) of the aforesaid vacancy? 

(h) If the repl\ to (a) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ Me Minister 
be pleased to state why the vacancy has not yet been filled up by 
election ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (a) (?) Yes. 

(tt) There is no reason to suppo.se that the work of the District 
Board was in any way prejudiced, as the first Vice-(Jhainnan exercised 
the functions of the Chairman under section 29(4) of the TiOcal Self- 
Government Act. 

(b) The vacancy has since been filled. 

Marriage Registrar of Notrokona. 

42. Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: (a) Will the Hon’Me Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether any 
representation about some undesirable activities of the present Marriage 





ADJOURNMENT MOTION. ' [23rd Feb., 


Registrar and Kazi of Netrokona was received by tbe District Registrar 
and Additional Collector, Mymensingh, in the second week of September, 
1941 P 

(/f) Is it a fact that the Additional Subdivisional OflScer of Netrokona 
held an enquiry into the allegations on the 25th September, 1941 ? 

(c) If so, whether the said Subdivisional Officer has submitted his 
report of the enquiry? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to laj on the Table a copy 
of the report of the Additional Subdivisional Officer? 

(c) What action, if any, the Goveninient have taken or propose to 
take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; (a) to (c) Yes. 

(d) The report is of a confidential nature. 

(e) The question is under consideration. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon Ide Minister be 
pleased to (ell us when the report in question was received, when its 
considemtion began and when it is likely to be completed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; The report of 
the Subdivisional Officer was received in the beginning of January aft-er 
I had assumed charge of office. Tlie matter is .under further investi- 
gation and 1 hoj>e to be able to finish it s4K)n. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether in this particular matter lK>th the Hindu and Muslim 
l€\aders of >«etrokona sent a representation to the Government demand- 
ing the removal of the Registnar? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; It was the peti- 
tion that set the matter in motion, on which the investigation began. 


Adjournment Motion regarding the internment of Dr. Buresh Chandra 
Banerjee, M.L.A. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I know your ruling, Sir, on 
my adjournment motion tabled about 7 days ago regarding the intern- 
ment of Dr. Suresh Chandm Banerjee? May we know how long the 
present Government and you, Sir, would keep ut fn deception in thie 
matter? 1 want a definite ruling on the adjournment motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY BREAKER: Dr. Senyal, I shaU give mj^ ruling on 
tbe admissibility of your motion after the general discuBsion of tbe 
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Budget is over. I may tell you in this connection that I have consider- 
ed this matter. I have consulted the Home Department, not only the 
Home Minister but other Ministers also and I shall try to give my 
ruling on your adjournment motion as soon as the general discussion 
of the Budget is over. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May I submit, Sir, that the rules 
do not entitle the Spe<iker or the Deputy Speaker to hold up the 
adjournment on ans ground whatsoever. 1 submit that the adjourn- 
ment motion he considered now, it the Ilon’hle Home Minister is not 
in a position to release Dr. Banerjee straightaway. 1 am not going 
to allow myself to he tre^ited in this manner by the Home Minister 
or any other Minister. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: T appreci ate that the matter is very 
urgent 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I submit that you must act under 
the rules. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Pie a.se sit down. I know that it 
concern^ the and pri\ileges of the members of this House. I 

may tell you. Dr. Saii\al, that you will be abb* to give a good account 
of your.selt when the delwite is allowed. But 1 am thinking very 
seriously about it* Tin* ruling will be given just after the general 
discus.sion is over. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Why do you iwstpone it, SirP 
The rules do not entitle you to do .so. We pi-opose in all humility 
without any di.srespect to the Cluirr or to the rabinot as a whole that 
we do not want to continue the general di.scussion of the Budget unless 
this matter is .settled. We want the Hou.se to l)e adjourned .^ine die 
or at least for a few minutes to consider thi.s matter. We shall not 
allow the proceeding.s to be Uiken up in the manner in which it is being 
done today. Previously liy holding out false hopes 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope, Dr. Sanyal, you will see me in 
my Chamber and I will discu.ss the matter with you. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will you adjourn the House for at 
least 10 minutes? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You can see me after one hour. 

Dr. ^ALINAKSHA SANYAL. Will you direct also the * 

Minister to see you? 
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Mr. DEPUTY iPEAKER: I have already done so. Please join us. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We feel very strongly on tliis 
matter. 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI. We on this side of the House are used 
to the dilatory tactics of the Hon’ble Home Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Which Home Minister, 
past or present? 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: Sir, I refer to the Home Minister now 
on the Treiisury Bench and not the ex-Home Minister with whom I 
have had the privilege of working at this end. Therefore, Sir, I agree 
with Dr. Sanyal that something .should he done without any further 
delay. The Hon’hle Mr. Fazlul lliuj sliould not on some excuse or 
other he allowed to hold up the discussion of certain important matters. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: All that T can tell you is that the matter 
does not rest with me. It is with the lloirhle Speaker. I understand 
tliat he has left some instructions in the office, that he is considering 
this matter and that as soon as he comes hack he will give his decision. 
J will think over the matter today and, if necessary. 1 will give my 
ruling tomorrow. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Then are we to understand, Sir, 
that you will not wait for the return of the Hon’ble Speaker and that 
you will give your decisum after one hour today on this very important 
matter ? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I am not going to wait for the Hon’ble 
Speaker. I will give my decision tomorrow if not today. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It was understood on Saturday that 
you would give your decision today. I do not know how long your 
decision will be delayed. I have been pressing for a decision for some 
time. I have got a copy of the proceedings with me in which you 
said that you would give your decision today. 

Bibu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTI : Mr. Deputy Speaker 
TO 'TO a ’TTO 'sitTO ^ Dr. Sanyal (TT S’ffYS 

^<fT 'sfTSj vii i 

fronr to TOn TO ^ 

tort ^ ^ TO 
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Mr. Speaker f%(% (71 
ifl (decision) I ^ ^ PtHT 1 

^cH ^ C? Speaker ^ 'i3 

terror ^Trtr 8i(j frr ^ i ^rm 

f%f^ ^mtftfteR ^*3^ 

tftftT?^ ^ I (7T^ ^FTT ■ftror 

'®rrf^ ^1% (71 Ul^l^ 4*^1 vi]^* ^fiPTc^ ^ fTTOT 

f^ ^ (Ttt f^^rti::^. ^ ftror ^5%T'^ 

^BTt^ 'c- TO17T rrs I 


GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. 

[The (ieiieral Discussion of tht* Budp^t was tliiui resumed. J 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Sir. I regret 1 ( 4 iuiiot 
con^riatulnte the Ilou’hle Finance Minister on the ]fud^’’et he has present- 
ed )»ef<)re thi*. Hou^e. If this Itud^et i.^ disnp]K)int in^'* hi.s Ifudiret 
speecli is ]»arren The Hiui’lde I'lnance Minister has i)hiced a deficit 
Budget with a tlireat of the WiTr f»ein^ at (»ur d<M)r, and tlie Ilon’hle 
Finance Minister has jiroduced a AVar Budget allowing- nution-.saving 
to take the place <A nation-building. The Ifon’ble Finance Minister 
has begun with a l>ogey of air attack by the enemy and ileals with a 
sthenie of Civil ] defence of considerable magnitude but at the stime time 
asking Us to agree that so long as the present emergency oontinues 
there can be no diversion of the resources of the j)rovince to j)urp()se8 
that (;aii Wiiit. If the Ilon’ble Minister think that in and around 
Calcutta and other vulnerable areas live the whole jwpulation of Bengal 
ami if he thinke tliat by means of baffle walls or slit trenche.s here and 
there he can .save the p<M)ple of liengal 1 have no (piarrel with him. 

If he ha.s followed the priiuiple as enunciated in his Budget Speech, 
then he should not call ii the Budg-et for Bengal as a whole. It ia a 
Budg(*t for the t(ovns and townspeople. 

Getting into the Cabinet by (piestionable means after trying for 
about five vear.s the Ilon’ble Finance Minister in his sseal and 
enthusiasm ought not to have forgotten that Bengal lives in villages 
and if the villages can be saved Bengal will be saved too. No doubt 
we must take protective measures against air raids of the enemy for 
our brethern living in vulnerable areas but lit the some time we must 
not forget the urgent needs of the province as a whole. 

If the Hon’ble Minister has forgotten, let me remind him that the * 
real problem of the province is to get two square meals a day for its 
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people, to sove them from the .faws of death by preventing the prev'ent- 
ible diseases and when they are ftlive to give them some education so 
that they may grow and develop into manhood. 

Ill is Ministry styles itself and claims to be a progressive Ministry 
hut at the same time it leijives the people where they are, asking them 
to wait and to bid adieu for « time — short or long as Providence may 
ordain. 

If it is the duty of any civilised (jovernment to take Civil Defence 
measures against air raid over townspeople, it is also its duty to protect 
the villagers from starvation and fell diseases. Malaria, kala-asMir . nd 
other prevent ihle fell diseases have extended to villages of man\, dis- 
tricts of Hast Bengal. The j>oor, half-starved and ill-clad cultivators 
are falling e^isy victims to these diseases. The progressive Ministers 
will 4isk us to wait for better days while they will not take one farthing 
less than their much criticised high salary and they will also Lave to 
make provision tor three-fourths of a lakh for Parliamentary Secretary- 
ships for keeping the polity and the Ministry intact. What matters if 
the people die of starvation hut tin* Ministry must go on. But this 
will not do foi' long. Unless they take up schemes for improvement of 
agriculture and industry, resuscitation of dead and dying rivers, credit 
and marketing facilities for the agriculturists and for solving the 
problem of unemployment of the landless population, the Ministry will 
be charged with criminal neglect of duty. 

When the individual grants will come up before the House the 
details will be discussed but 1 shall offer general remarks over .some of 
the items. 

All channels of credit supply in the rural area having been dried 
up, the iKH)r agriculturists cjuinot find out money in time even to carry 
on their cultivation. Needy middle-class people are starving for want 
of credit facilities. As a result .siiile deeds of lands are on the abnormal 
increase. Agriculturists and middle-clash people are becoming land- 
less beggars day by day. Is it not the duty of every civilised Govern- 
ment to come to the rescue of the needy people at such a time? What 
has this so-called progressive (toverumeut done? It takes the credit 
of a saving by not starting the five Uuid Mortgage Bi\uks for which 
money was budgeted this year. It has also made provision of 
Rs. 15,35,000 f<^advanees to cultivators as against the provision of 
Rs. 1,10,33.000 in the revi.sed Budget of the current year. What a 
nice sense of responsibility of the progressive Ministry ! 

In the matter of industrial development the Ministry is no less 
oallous. They ought to have taken advantage of this wa/ emergency 
for developing cottage and other industries. Herein also the Ministry 
has failed to spend Rs. 3,00,000 which was budgeted for by the last 
Ministry. 
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The agricultural Budget lor the next year is less than the revised 
Budget by 4 lakhs. What more can be expected from the Cabinet 
whose memWrs are more eager tor keeping the Ministry than to do 
any good thing for the agriculturists^ The Cabinet and their Whips 
or Parliamentary Secretaries as they are (Muistituted mostly (M^)me from 
a class having vested interest. The memWrs of tlie (iihinet were tm) 
busy in their crusade against the Muslim Leaguers and could not make 
time to utilise the budgeted amount for establishment of new Debt 
Settlement B(»ard> to save the debtors from the jaws of the maluijans, 
Sadar hospitals could not be im])rovpd though there was a j>rovisi.)U 
for them. Tljough the menace of malaria and kala-azar is dail> on the 
increase the usual grant for (juinine, etc., could not be increased. 
Government ought to have establishe<l one disj»ensary in each union. 

With regard to Education the less said the better. The S(‘condary 
Education Bill has already been buried hut no provisiim has been made 
for grants to District Scho(d Boards for construction of sclioid bouses 
and suj)plying furniture and e(|uipments. hb'om want of suitable 
bouses; and otbei' re(iuirement.s tin* majority of l])(‘ ])riMiarv scimols ari* 
suffering and the money now spent cannot produce .sut isfactory result. 
Tbert* must be a well thought-out scheme for this to la* taken iij) at 
once. In tlie matter of Secondar\ Edmxiti-on, Madras, sails sliould 
but (’liakliar must have its full (piota. In short. Agriculture, Ibiblic 
Health, Medical, liidustiT, Education, ci’edit facilities for the needy 
and all oilier sudi ryitron-bnilding departments must wail for a bi'tter 
day but the llon'lile Mr. flmj’s grant to ('hakbar College and jiay for 
Parliaiiientarx Secr(‘tanes cannot wait. So the Ilon'lde the Fiiiaai’e 
M inister advises iis tor .s,ii\ing the nation. 1 sliould tell tin* Ilon’lde 

Dr. M ookerjee that this sort of selh-'hne.ss will not long be ((derated by 

the peojde of Bengal 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Mr. DepuU Speaker, Sir, I do not 
wi.sh to join in the chorus of c(uigrat illations tor the Finance Minister 
whose abilities are undoubtedly known to everyone in Bengal, nay, the 
whole of India. I would rather syiiijiathist,* with him for he is 
struggling against some limitations under which he has had to accept 
the Minisiiy. He is, 1 think, more coii.scious tlian anybody else about 

the period (M crisi.s and abnormality when he has become the Finance 

Minister. 

In the printed Budget Speech he has dealt with this subject and 
in th( addendum he has been more outspoken, written as it was after 
the fall of Singapore, He says, “Let us emphasize that the power of 
shaping and administering national policy in time of war must be 
banded over to the Indians, that the Indian deadlock must be solved 

with the least possible delay These are some of the choice 

expressions expressed by him and etery Indian wholeheartedly approves 
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of them. I also fully endorse his passionate appeal to the British 
Prime Minister to immediately remove the serious obstacles which are 
standing in the way of India’s pursuing her own national policy and 
defending its hearth and home, both actively and passively, against 
any foreign aggression and to maintain internal peace and security. 

But the Prime Minister is not likely to pay more attention to the 
appeal of the Finance Minister than he has paid so far to the appeals 
of other national leaders of India, either of the Congress or of the 
Muslim League or of the Hindu Mahasabha or of non-party leaders or 
even of the leaders of the Labour Party in England. Due to public 
pressure Mr. Churchill has dropped T^ord Beaverbrook and taken in 
Sir Stafford Cripps in the War Cabinet, but Mr. Aniery still continues 
and HO continues the Indian policy of the Prime Minister, even after 
the fall of Singapore and the blocking of the Burma Road. There is 
now a talk of Mr. Amery going out but the policy followed so far and 
so long is still likely to be continued even after his exit, if it ever takes 
place. The Prime Minister liad even the impudence to exclude India 
from the Atlantic Charter. 

But what about the Bengal Ministry and of the Premier of Bengal 
and the (’abinet as a whole!' What lines have they taken? It is not 
enough ior them to say that they have been in office only for two 
months. They should have declared their policy immediately after 
they took office. That has been a serious omission on their part. They 
may take time to undo the wrongs done before,^ hut why are they 
conniving at or tolerating new oppressions? Daily more and more 
persons are being externed or interned who have influence on the 
masses of people on the ])lea of Deteiice of India. Workers of jute 
mills wanted a dearness allowance and struck wt)rk, and Dr. Suresh 
Chandra Banerjee, a member of this House, is now interned in that 
connection. Another valuable colleague of mine has also been interned 
for agitating on behalf of the workers for a dearness allowance and I 
have only narrowly escaped arrest. Any activity amongst the workers, 
either to give them legal protection or even for munipipal election is 
liable to come under the clutches of the Defence of India Rules. These 
are not isolated instances. Anyone wlio cares to look at the newspapers 
will find such instances ever\ morning. During the time of Sir Nazim- 
uddin, the ex-Home Minister, we have found him to be guided blindly* 
by the Secretariat^and we have to declare here most unfortunately that 
we find practically n(» improvement even now. Either the Cabinet do 
not care or they are helpless. Only if the Ministry vigorously inter- 
vene in these matters and do not allow’ people who have influence over 
the masses to be put info prison, people will have confidence to move 
freely and boldly face the acute situation that is fast approaching. 

The problem of release of political prisoners and detenus has not 
been at all tackled. Paying allowances to the detenus is the absolute 
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minimum that the Ministry can do, but we see no indication about this 
either in the Budget or anywhere else. Not only Mr. Churchill is 
failing but I am afraid the new Minislry of Bengal is also failing in 
its duty to the people. Mr. Churchill is failing in not giving India 
the freedom to defend herself and the Bengal Ministry is failing in 
not freeing the people of Bengal who can really defend or save the 
Bengalee nation. 

The second matter about which 1 wish to emphasise is the labour 
policy. In tlie last Ministry the Labour Minister was perhaps the 
main cause of its downfall. In this there is still no one given this 
important portfolio. Education and Labour portfolios are two 
important portfolios and it recjuire.'. a superman to tackle both these 
problems. The result is that there is no labour policy visible. In 
modern wars the workers are almost as important as actual combatants 
and what has been done for their protection I am glad that the 
Finance Minister has termed his Budget as nation-saving. Nation can 
be saved by army, navy and air force, but unfortunately that is beyond 
the s(*ope of the Finance Minister and our scope also. 

The prices are soaring and price control is only in name. The sales 
tax is further aggravating the position, but there is no indication that 
it would be review(‘(l or abolished. This is a serious Hhort(a)ming in 
the Budget .\Lo the want of any p(dicy for effecjtive price control is 
another serious shortcoming. The index of cost of living is w'ell over 
150. So all those whose wages are below Its. 100 per month should at 
least get H annas in th(‘ rupee if they have to maintain their old standard 
which was by no means verv high. And if the workers and tin* wage- 
earners are to sutler from this malnutrition the nation-saving cry is 
reall\ a cruel joke. The Bengal (lovernment have not sanctioned even 
25 j)er cent, dearness allowance which i.** overdue for more than a year. 
They have not even paid what the Baihvays liave <lone, and when we 
have to face the Bail way Board they often }iav(‘ the joke on us that 
the popular Ministers have not done anything even as much as they 
have done. That is a .state of affairs which ought to be remedied as 
early as possible. The Bailwa>.s have paiil Bs. 4-8 to all those who 
are getting upto Bs, 70 per mouth, but the Government of Bengal 
have paid at most Be. ] per head. The Government should be the 
model in thi.s respect and if the naticni is really to lie saved, let the 
Government save the menials of this Assembly in the first instance 
and the other workers who are in their charge and then only the other 
employers • as in jute mills, iron factories and other factories will 
follow. Unless the Government move in the matter with what face 
can they ask the other employers to give dearness alloYance or to protect 
the workers which is the avowed object of the Finance Minister. Want 
of a policy in this respect is deplorable. 
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Let us now take the defensive arrangement. About four crores of 
rupees are to be spent on this. It is a good start and I must congra- 
tulate the Finance Minister on this, but I do not see why the whole 
amount should not be obtained from the Central Government. At least 
attempts should be made to get the whole amount and more from the 
Central Government. If England, Russia, France, Norway, Greece 
and every other c-ountry that has joined this war got loans from other 
countries, specially from America for defence, why should not India 
arrange for a loan and sjiend amounts like this which have been spent 
on A. R. F. so that the amount of 4 crores may not be spent on this 
item from the meagre funds of the province. 

Slit trenches are apologies for defence. Concrete shelters or other 
kinds of shelters must be built. One has to trust on luck and luck 
only to escape from injur\ from bombing and therefore to call all 
these slit tremdies shelter is ridiculous. As no bomb-proof shelteiN are 
avuilubie all lunsoiis not necessary for essential services or for industrial 
produ(dion should be removed Irom industrial centres like Calcutta, 
Howrah, etc. No attempt so far has been made in this respect. This 
will minimise* the* ])r()blem ot food, w’ater-suppl\ , gas, elee’tricity and 
truuspeu’t, as a matter of faed all e)tlier ])roblems that the Ministry wdll 
have to face. Moree)ver, the new industries that have been started 
shoulel be scatteueel in dift'ereiit places as has been done by Russia and 
the same j)rine*,iple shemld be folle)wed if the newly started industries 
are to be save‘d from be)mbing whie*h is coming. 

Qove'rnrnent are not alse) actively organising evacuation of even 
woim*n and children and for this also they will have to share the guilt 
of the massacre ot the innocents when the bombing will reall;\ come. 

I do not w’uiit to criticise the ordinary details now as the Finance 
Minister had no adequate time tn formulate his policy; but I do hope 
that w’hen he gets time he will really formulate his policy and will 
not hesitate to alter the Budget j)rovisions that he has presented 
before us. 

The problem of political prisoners and detenus and price control 
und dearness allowance are some of thi' most urgent matters and I hope 
the Finance Minister and the Cabinet as a whole w ill give due attention 
to this subject. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we are passing through an international crisis 
and this is the time w'hen the Bengal Cabinet should rise up to the 
occasion and show to the world that they can also formulate proposals 
and in the budget speech the Finance Minister has given indication 
that he was not looking at the problems only !rom the Bengal point of 
view. And as he bas given indicftion in the Budget Speech, I hope 
he will rise up to the occasion and really do what he has promised to 
do and try to save the nation by all measures that is within his powers. 
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Mr* D» GLADDING: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the lieader our 
Party will be speaking at a later stage, but I may say at once that 
the Hon ble Finance Minister has presented the House with a statement 
of the financial position which we find admirably clear, and with 
Budget proposals which command in general our unanimou(^ approval. 
He ha.s made the claims of Civil Defence the key-note of his Budget. 
In doing this he has taken th^ only correct cour.se, and in the pursuit 
of that course the new Government will have the unstinted support of 
this Party. The late Government was sound in its attitude to emer- 
gencies created by tlie War and gave us many good things including 
industrial peace, which oiled the wheels of war jiroducticm. and new' 
sources of revenue which are now standing us in good stead. The 
new’ Ministry, whose assumption of office was so quickly fidlowed by 
the outbreak of war in the Pacific, has already given evidence in several 
W'ays that it makes its responsibilities for Civil Defence a first charge 
upon its time, and this Budget assures us further that they know 
their job and intend to do it. 

The financial position revealed by the revised estimates for 1941-42 
is distinctly better than we thought it would he. Tliough expenditure 
greatly exv'eeded the original estimate, receipts exceeded the original 
estimate by an even greater amount. While the war is to he lilamed for 
the greater part of the increased expenditure, it is also to he thanked for 
tlie greater part of the increased receipts, wduidi came in tlie form of 
income-tax as a result of the war’s stimulating effect upon industry. 
In otlier w’ord.>, the ('ivil Defence measures of 1941-42 were largely 
financed h\ the war itself un opposed to ])eing a ilruin i/i into upon 
the normal revenues of tlie province. I should likt* to stress this point. 
Some meinhers of the House seem to have overhioked it. 

The war’s contribution through the avenue of income-tax is likely 
to he greater still in 1942-42: Imt (lie growtli of e.\j>cnditure on Civil 
Defence measure^ will, thiN time, ver\ greatly exceed the grow’th of 
the war’s contribution to the excheijuer. It was cnily correct that the 
Centre should give Bengal speiial relief as regards the division of 
Civil Def erice expenditure between the (’entre and the Provinces. She 
is experiencing, unlike other provinces, a considerable loss of revenue 
under “Jute Export Duty” as a direct <-on.se(juence of the W'ur. She 
is nearer the new firing line than the other major provinces, and she i.s 
warden of a special bhx k of the industries engaged in India on the 
manufacture of the implements and material of war. Even so, 
special terms for a particular province, however good the case, are 
not easy to obtain, and we congratulate the Bengal Government on 
a distinctly good piece of work. We do not know whether the Bengal 
Government in this case means the present Ministry or the last one, 
but we rather think that it must mean both of them ! 

16 
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In budgeting foe his Revenue Receipts and his expenditure on 
Civil Defence the Finance Minister has taken the only line that makes 
estimation possible, by assuming generally that trade conditions will 
not be seriously disorganised, and lif^g and property not seriously 
damaged, by air raids or other hostile at^tivities; and we think that 
his estimate of receipts, on this assumption, is generally sound. The 
possibility, however, that either or Ixith of these things may happen 
cannot be ruled out of account and, wliile it has not been budgeted for, 
we have no doubt that the Finance Minister has it anxiously in mind. 
He will be the first to acknowledge that, if the position deteriorates, 
it will become the duty of himself and his colleagues to sacrifice 
“nation-building” to “nation-saving” even more than it has been 
sacrificed in this Budget, eliminating waste, and eliminating or reducing 
ex])en(liture which, however beneficial by ordinary tests, can be made 
to wait. If he wcmld like to know' what kind of expenditure we have 
in mind. I would cite as examples the Debt Settlement Boards, Loans 
to Agrieulturists, much of Civil Works, and su(*li things as the proposed 
Department of Fisheries. 

If the position does not deteriorate, and all goes ac’cording to esti- 
mate, we shall have a defiedt on revenue account at the end of 1942-43 
amounting to 1 crore and 5 lakhs and, with a closing balance of only 
79 lakhs, shall be owdng the Centre 1 crore and 80 lakhs, free ol interest, 
on account of advances to help us pay our share of Civil Defence 
expenditure. Tlii.s means that w'e shall be defini'.el} in w’orse case than 
w'e are at the moment. But we shall liave assets, in the form of loans 
to cultivat(U's and ot securities out^ide the Famine Insurance Fund, 
amounting to 2 crores and 80 lakhs. \\’e should theiefore be more than 
S(dvent ; and 1 agree witli the Finance Minister tliat, on these figures, 
the ])ositi<tn is not unsound. But there are two points having some 
bearing on this which 1 should like to mention before I resume my 
seat. We should be grateful if the Finance Minister would reply 
to them. 

(1) The i'^Niie of Trea'^urv Bills both actual in 1941-42 and prospec- 
tive in 1942-43, is reaching very big dimensions; and, rightly or 
wrongly, we link these in our mind with the grant of loans to agricul- 
turists. Now, the proper fum'tion of Treasury Bills, as we understand 
them, is to provide purely temporary accommodation for w'ays and 
means purposes only, namely, to raise very short-tenn loans to fill 
the gaps that occur at intervals betw’een the infiow of revenue and 
the outflow of revenue expenditure. But there appears to be now^adays 
no week in the year in which the exche(|uer has not got a considerable 
block of Treasury Bills outstanding against it. In other words, we 
seem to have a permanent floating debt in the form of Treasury Bills, 
and are running the risk of being short of w’ays and means even when 
the inflow^ of revenue is at its peak. This is surely very unorthodox? 
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Would the Finance Minister tell us whether he shares this view and, 
if so, whether he proposes to do anything about itP 

(2) In the second place, we have misgivings about the greater grant- 
ing of loans to cultivatorai nowadays. It seems not to be entirely 
explainable in terms of greater distress than hitherto, and looks suspi- 
ciously like the State setting up as a permanent money-lender to the 
agricultural classes. However that may be, we should like some 
assurance that policy as reg*u*ds recovery of these loans will be very 
strict. And, as a means of enabling the House to follow recoveries 
more closely, could the Finance Minister arrange to give us a table of 
some kind in the Ked Book showing not merely how much is collected 
but also how much was due to be collected in a given year; and to 
attach to it a statement explaining any diffeernces between the two 
figures? We feel sure that this is a matter on which a very close 
watch ought to be kept both by (xovernment and by the Legislature. 
At the end of 1942-43 the outstandings, according to the estimates, 
will amount to 2 crores and 2() lakhs, and the Finance Minister has 
called this an asset of 2 crores and 20 lakhs. It is important that 
the\ should be a>sets in fact, and not merely on pa]>er. 

And now. Sir, 1 have finished. 1 think 1 have said enough to 
indicate our general attitude to this Budget. And J will n^peat what 
I expressed at tin* beginning. We api>rove the dominant purpose of 
the Budget and \u^h the Ministr\ all good fortunte in their pursuit 
of it. • 

Rai HARENORA NATH GHAUDHURI: Sir, in initiating the 
Budget discussion last year I made* the following comment on the esti- 
inutes for 1941-42: — 

“What that piccious texture >f>un out. ag’ain, ol miscalculat ions 
and make-believes*:^ Well, next year in comparison with 
the revised figures of the current year our (bistoms receipts 
will be better b\ only b lakhs because shipping facilitie.s, 
according to the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy, will increase. 
Inconn -tax will yield only a trifle of b lakhs mon* because 
Sir Andrew Clow is going to collect from the railways a 
surplus of 14 in.stead of tS crores during the current year 
and e.stiinates — an original e.stimate — to collect nearly a 
surj)luH of 12 crore.s in the next. Excise will yield not a 
rupee better apparently, because during past five years 
receipts under this head have been increasing by lea})s and 
bounds and they promise to increase by 19 lakhs in the 
current year alone owing to the introduction of a cheaper 
variety of country liquor and to the larger supply of 
obnoxious drugs. Such are the paradoxes of the situation 
in which all that our Finance Minister can hope for is Ml 
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increase of a few lakhs only on the receipt side, viz., 1,403 
lakhs in place of the revised total of 1,382 for the current 
year; and this we are ^iven to understand will fall short 
of the expenditure programme of 1,537 lakhs by 134 lakhs 
— a liberally anticipated deficit awaiting to be covered by 
and furnishing the great reason for the Finance Sales 
Tax”. 

Friends of the previous Finance Minister might have considered my 
comments on that day as much too caustic, if not prejudiced, but what 
do we find to-day when the estimates for 1941-42 stand revised. Well, 
“the shipping facilities” have so much increased according to the 
expectation of Mr. Suhrawardy that customs, instead of yielding 5 
lakhs more than the revised estimate of the last year, will yield only 
Us. 15 lakhs less. Income-tax, which, as I dared to point out, was 
grossly underestimated instead of yielding 5 lakhs more according to 
the late Finance Minister is expected to yield Rs. 48 lakhs more. 
Excise receij)ts refusing to remain stationary will advance by Rs. 7 
lakhs. On the whole so close were the estimates of the sahjdnta 
Finance Minister of the late Government that the total receipts for 
1941-42 will be better by the trifle of Rs. 90 lakhs excluding altogether 
the 35 lakhs of new money derived from the sales tax. The estimated 
deficit of Rs. 134 lakhs, of which much was made as an urgent reason 
for new taxation, was therefore in the main a figment of imagination 
80 far as the scheduled estimate of expenditure was concerned. There 
was another and more potent reason given for the taxation measure, 
viz.f expansion of the nation-building activities which could not wait 
in the oi)inion of the then Finance Minister till after the conclusion 
of the war. That object lias certainly been gained when we find that 
almost by the same amount that the new tax is likely to yield in the 
current year, r/c., 35 lakhs, the original estimates for Education, 
Medical, Public Health, Iixlustries, Irrigation, Civil AVorks have been 
revi.sed down, viz., Education by 4, Medical by 2-23, Public Health 
by 8-77, Industries by 3, Irrigation by 2-35 and Civil Works by 13*7f>, 
all told 34 lakhs! Let us not think, however, that general retrench- 
ment has been the order of the day; for Police and Jails have been 
allowed unauthorised extra expenditure to the tune of about Rs. 21 
lakhs in the current year and will have as much in the next. So none 
of the objectives of the new taxation measure set out with the usual 
fanfare by the erstwhile Muslim League Minister of Finance was left 
unfulfilled during his charge ! The story of a deficit of Rs. 134 lakhs 
on the basis of the sche<luled expenditure proved a canard and almost 
all the nation-building departments suffered substantial cuts while 
Jail and Police got Rs, 21 lakhs behind the back of the Legislature. 

Although all the declared objectives of the Sales Tax Act have been 
thus falsified by events, yet the Act, it may be said, is going to stand 
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U8 in good stead in an unkind world. It has enabled Bengal, we may 
be told, to organise her Civil Defence which is undoubtedly the need 
of the hour and going to be the main feature of her new Budget. 
But then the fact ('annot be overlooked that all of the provinces in 
India Bengal stands in the singularly unfortunate position in which^ 
she has to organise such defence oi^ the basis of fresh taxation notwith- 
standing the contribution from the Centre. 

The contribution, again, that tlie Centre lias agreed to make, 
however large it may be, does not ajipear to be based on any recognition 
of the peculiar position and the ditticulties of this great jirovince. The 
large contribution that revenues raised in Bengal make to the (’entrul 
Budget and which is the measure oi her denial to her own sons, and 
the loss that the Beveniie Distribution order of March. H)40, delinking 
the Railway revenue from the income-tax. has inflicted on her at a 
time when the Railway Budget is producing very large surplus year 
after year, continue io be unrecognised even in her deejiening crisis. 
The arrangements about the allocation for Civil ])efence that have 
been arrived at, may be satisfactory from the point of view of the 
more fortunate provinces that have consistently made their hay under 
the sunshine of the Meston or the Neime^er Award, but Bengal in her 
unrelieved misfortune and unexpected crisis will surely demand for 
special treatment, and 1 have every hojie her new Finance Minister 
will not fail to voice that legitimate demand before the Central 
authorities however unwilling to hear or ungenerous to res])ond they 
may be. 

Apart from extraordinary expenditure which is the most remark- 
able provision of the Budget before us, the other parts of the estimates 
for the coining year call for little comment. The rest of the Budget 
is almost a repetition of the last Budget, the total expenditure aimuint- 
ing only to 2t) lakhs more than the total of the original provisions for 
the current year (lo oO crores against lo-^lO crores). Yet two of the 
features of the new Bmlget whi(‘h appear to be the relics of old and 
which definitely mark it out as the last of Suhrawardy issues rather 
than as the first born of Dr. Mookerjee's financial genius cannot but 
strike even. a ca.sual observer who will compare the Budget for the next 
year with the Budget that was presented in last February. The 
first is the extra provisioms of Rs. lOJ lakhs under head “Jail” and of 
lOJ lakhs under head “Police’* and the second i.s 'the very different 
treatment that ha.s been accorded to the nation-building departments. 
These featpres let us hope will not recur in the future. No one knows 
more than the Chief Minister who ha.s taken up the administration of 
these departments that a Government that will not make police and the 
jails the principal instruments of its policy i.s what repressed Bengal 
anxiously demands. And the task of a popular Government in Bengal 
is to make the greatest of our spending departments more efBcient than 



230 BUDQET DISCUSSION. [23ed Feb., 

h 

pampered and to keep less people in jail than there are now within 
"it as a result of the blundering ai^d repressive poliojr of bureaucratic 
administrations, past or present. 

In conclusion I would congratulate Dr. Mookerjee for voicing the 
demand of the people of Bengal, nay of the whole country, for imme- 
diale declaration of a free constitution for India. Give us a free 
country to fight for must he the cry of every true-born Indian and 
every Government that proposes to represent the people. At any rate, 
we do not want such Government of India by Indians advertised by 
His Grace the Duke of Devonshire under which, as Sir X. N. Sarkar 
Las remarked, men like Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose could be interned 
witliout even the Indian Members of the Governor-Generars Council 
having an access to the alleged papers against them nor under which 
India can be ruled any longer by the India Office and its agents as Sir 
Tej Buliadur has recently pointed out. 

Maulana MOHAMMAD MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABAD! : 
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literature fTO^«f 'Q TOft^ tf^iT (i]TO I 

;^finri tf^^T ^Urof^ I 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may 1 remind you that it is 
now more than one hour when you promised you would look into the 
question!^ Would you keep your promise now)^ 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Yes. I remember it, and I will do it 
very soon . 

Mr. <IOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister disclosed an extraordinary dej^ree of 
coinplacen(*y which forms the background of his Budget this year. 
In his anti-Singapore peroration he has asked all sectiona..bf this 
House to give the new Ministry a chance to serve the real needs of the 
province. He must have done so with an uneasy conscience and he 
must have been comscious that his Budget is out of touch with the 
reality. The fall of Singapore, however, had laid bare before him 
the critical situation in all its true perspective. We in this section of 
the House wholejieartetlly associate with the outlook so ably presented 
by him in the type-written addendum to his financial statement. He 
has rightly pointed out that the urgent problems of national defence 
and economic stability must be solved immediately to sifve Bengal. 

e trust tlwit the addendum will not prove to be a mere sugar-coating 
of words and the Ministry will endeavour efficiently to implement what 
is stated therein. It is then and then only that he can be assured of 
the eo-operation he asks for and which he so badly needs. 
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Sir, the Finance Minister has ^iit nation-saving in the forefront 
and nation-building behind. An estimate of over four crores of rupees 
is provided ior civil defence out which Bengal bus to (‘ontribute 
about a crore and a quarter. But may I ask the Finance Minister if, 
before he agreed to this di#ribution Ibetween the Phivince nud the 
Centre, he ascertained as to what has been provided for this Province 
of Bengal by way of defence out of tlie oO crorcs of rujiees that the 
Central Government" annually took for the ])ur]n*se of defence of India. 
May I also ask if he ascertained what resistan<‘e and how much resist- 
ance by air, sea or land is possible s(> that he could l o-ordinate his civil 
defence according to the Military Defence that is available ^ There is 
no room any longer for any bluff. The p(‘oplc of Bcngi^ standing in 
the danger zone are en((uiring and insisting u])on a correct reply. Are 
there adef|uafe arrangements foj; juoptu' def(‘nce e(|ui])ped with modern 
weapons of warfare and if that is not available, did In* find out whether 
it would be wise to e.xpose the armle.ss, defencelesa and helpless jiopula- 
tion of Bengal to wanton death, destruction and dismemberment of 
limbs and bod> or would it be wise, if no military defem e was avail- 
able, to declare Calcutta an oi)en city. If military defence against 
attacks by air, sea or land is wholly inadequate, tlu' Budget must nec*ds 
j)rovide mainl\ for evacuation of children and women and afterwards 
men to safer areas. ]b*rbaj)s it would be necessftry to j)rovide more 
burial grounds* and cremations and more coroners and deputy coroners 
to view the bodies •before dispo.sal. I think that is what should be 
done much more than providing for the A.K.P. cstablislunent. We 
are painfully aware that mercenary establishments (»f A.K.P. services 
completely break down in the hour of trial as haj)j)ened in Kangoon. 
Moreover, we know that even in England the A.K.P. establishment in 
the hands of (iovernment did not work satisfactorily and the arrange- 
ments had to he transferred to the local })odies which were more in 
touch with the people than Gcivernment. Already — if my information 
is correct— ra large number of resignations in the men'enary establish- 
ment of A.K.P. ha.s been submitteil and many more may follow. With- 
out the psychological impetu^ and the ])atri<»tic urge the civil defence 
responsibility would be without life and would be valueless and would 
end in a mere expenditure of inone\ which is so badly needed for other 
purposes. The Finance Minister has stated that the Indian mass- 
con.sciousness remains yet U) be stirred to its deptli to meet the urgent 
call of the hour, the Indian deadlock has to be solved with the least 
possible delay and the Indian.s have to be implicitly trusted and the 
power of j^Jiaping and administering the national policy in time of war 
must be handed over to IricHans. People ask “AVill this be done, and, 
if so, when or is it too late?” ^ 

In this context the provision for emergency jails of a lakh and a 
half sounds a very jarring note. The time has come not to spend on 
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emergency jails an^d keep people confined who ought to be here to 
protect their own family, “dearth and home. I think the jail gates 
should be flung opep at least to let out those prisoners who for political 
C'onvi(^tious and acts are now behind the bar and then and then alpne 
would it be an 4l iropriate step>: ’ 

Sir, I think I must congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister on 
the provision for communal harmony. AVe are opposed to- lump provi-. 
eions as a general rule and we hope that a very effe(!tive‘ scheme will 
soon be brought into operation ifo that this much-desired, puch-needed 
thing in the province may go ahead. We on this section of the House 
wholeheartedly assure our co-operation because that h one of the 
things that tff^ Congress is enjoined to do. 

Sir, before I sit down there is only one other thing to which I would 
""draw attention of the Hon’ble Finance Minister. Sir, I warn him 
against the anomalies and ini(juities in fhe oj)eration of the Sales Tax 
Act which js about to create. turmoil in this Froviatce of lletigal too. I 
want tlje Hon’ble Finance Minister to prevent what is happening in 
the Province of the Punjab by tackling the anomalies and iniquities 
in the oj)eration of the Sales Tax Act. 

I am told that luT^time is vprA’ limited, but'may I address an'^appeal 
to the new Mfnistry that tliey-jmfst show by their conduct that they 
are not going to do mere routine work btlt that tliey are defermined to 
bring ift a m‘w outlook and they aie determined to take steps which 
wdll enable them to mobilise j)ublic opinion and public (‘((-operation at 
this gfeat hour of trial. J cannot ((verstate the necessity tor prompt 
action and courageous action on the part oi the Ministry. 1 have done 
and witli these wnrds. Sir, 1 h((pe the Ministry will react to my appeal. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Mr Deputy Speaket, Sir, we 
are also anxious to know about tlie talk between Dr. Sanyal and your- 
self. 


• Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will tell ^-ou later on. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
must confess 1 w'as not one of those that expected any change for the 
better in tlie Budget proposals presented jj^fke Shyama-Htfli Cabinet 
though some ^f the “Forward Bloc” stalwarts, who in the past used 
to be the loudest ip their clamour for more provisions ffr the nation- 
building departments, now^ adorn the Treasury Bench. For, I was 
aware of the fact that it is those w’ho shout loudest that can achieve 
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the Iftast amount for 'which they cry, so harjJ. Therefore the Budget 
proposals have not disappointed me. But to make matters worse there 
are'.proposals incorporated in tlie Ifudget demands which simply take 
one’d breath aWa\ . I nIioII cite one instance. There is the proposal 
for a provision ot a lakli of rui)ees for the piir]>ose itf promoting com- 
munul harmony in the ])rovince. The present Ministry and their camp 
followers have been liaiping on this theme of comnuinal union merely 
for the purpose of hoodwinking the piil)lic in older to win some cheap 
popularity. For tliey must reah>e that neillicr Mr. Fazliil limp a 
deserteST and a rebel from the onl\ recognised Muslim oigunization, 
namely, the Muslim League nor the Fiuward Bloc Leaders, all similar 
rebels Q^nd deserters from tht‘ Longre''S organization — can^deliver tlie 
goolis oft behalf ot their commiiniti(‘s. Thendore their swashbuckling, 
clap trap«and show\ sjiecclies cannot a])ju‘al to the lu'arts of tin* masses. 
Because, for the attainnumt ot a r(‘al unit\ btdween tlie two great sisf^t'r 
communities there must he re^ agreement and sincerity of ])ur])ose 
between the two recognised re])resentat ive organisations like the League 
and the Cohgress, It fs tlusse two organ isatinjis and th(*s(* t wo^organisa- 
■ tions alofte that can speak j^irhehalt of their i(*s])cclive communities, 
iiebe^s and out(‘asts, with no juactical following in tin* ciuintry, have 
no right to speak on behalf cd ,the commu 4 j ,1 it‘s tlu*y have so trcnicher- 
ously be|^rayedf If Mr. Fazliil Hmi or«M.i. Sarat Bi>se have any j.^rain 
of political h()nest\ tlie\ niusi seek th(‘ verdict of the „ ])eople by a 
refej'endiim or a gemTal (dection so as to vindi(‘at(‘ their right to 
represent the ])eoj)le in the alteied ciicuiiislance (d‘ tludr having* cl^anged 
their political coloining. Ihditical intrigmv cornijit jiracticiss, bribery 
and di.shone.St taitics ma\ have given them j»ower to-day but smdi 
conduct will m^ be loleJate<l by the growing consciOusnesh of the 
masses, lluslim Bengal has already delivered its verdict in no 
uncertain urannCi- at Serajgunge ami Mi. Fazlul 11 uq, the show*-boy 
Premier of Bengal, i> bound to rue the day lie placed his egoistic self 
before the fiyger inteiest o: hi> community. 

Now aS the first stej» lowaids the achievement ot (*ommunal liurmony, 
the importance of wliii li h.t.s now alter; *11 dawned upon Mr. Fazlul 

Huq, he has a.ssumed to him^el! th<' <ju rmUrsh i p ol Hindu Bengal and 
at the ,same time eonteii<*d upon tiie large and ( a])able shoulders of 
'file 'Working President* ot flie Hindu Mahasaliha the resjxmsibilities 
of the office of tlie t ntfi ip of the Mussalnians. Now^ Sir, 

iifi A1^L KRISHNA CHOSE S On a point of order, Sir. I 
would like to have your m^ng, Mr. Chairman, on this point, viz., 
whether in the geneial dismission of the Budget a gentleman is entitled 
to go into mailars of communal alTairs and other iwues, refer to the 
Hindu MabasabLa and its comb^nalion with other parties and pass 
remarks. 
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Mr. CHAIRMAN (Khwaja |ir NazimufUTn) : The honoiyrable 
member mu.st know that there is an item in ^he Budget providing- 
Ks. 1 lakh for promoting communal Harmony. I think the speech i» 
relevant. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I want your ruling, on the 
point as to wlietlier the name of “Hindu Maha.sahha” can be dragged 
in the course of discussion regarding the provision of Rs. 1 lakh? ' 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: (ertainly. Before yoti give 
your ruling, Mr. Chairman, may I imint out to the honourable gentle- 
man opposite through you that the general disiuission of the Budget 
means a general diseussion of the general policy of the (joveniment and 
of^the ()p])osition . Therefore all that has been said is entirety correct 
and parliamentary. 

Mr. /VTUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, 1 wottld like to draw your 
attention to the fact that though a geueral policy may be discussed^ 
the Mahasahha or a particular association cannot he dragged in in the 
course of discussion of the Budget policy. Discussion should be on a 
particular item of money provided in the Budget. So, 1 would like to 
have your ruling whether the name of any particular association which 
is not directly concerned with that item of mopey provided in the 
Budget cau be dragged in. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I liold that the honourable mefnber (Khaa 
Bahadur) is in order. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Xs I was saying, as a 
corollary to this huge and colossal joke pei^tf^ted on an astonished 
and aghast Muslim and Hindu Bengal, we find thaf a lalch of rupees 
is projiosed to be frittered away from the ProviiM^al Exchequer for a 
purpose which neither Mr. Fazlul Huq, tlie Gurudev of Qindu Bengal, 
nor Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookharji, the “Amir-eajdillat” of Muslim 
Bengal can promise to us. We have, on ^he other hand, a shrewd and 
lurking suspicion that this amount is to be squandered away in sub- 
sidising the Hindu-owned “Navajiig’’ of which Mr. Fazlul Huq is the 
patron-in-chief and in appointing some relations and friends of the 
members of the Cabinet, as propaganda officers, simply to sing songs 
of praise of the newly-formed Shyama-!^uq Ministry. 

Sir, I mentioned earlier about the bribery and corruption to which 
the Hon’ble Mr. ■^’azlul Huq took recourse. I shall cAe an instance. 
In Order to gain political power and^attract sufficient number of camp 
followers he made promises of parliamentary jobs to all and sundry. 
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Now we find that Bengal has been presented with 17 Government 
Whips and a reference to the Budget dis^1o8e8 a provision of over 
Ks. 76,000 for pa>Tuent of salaries. 

Now', I ask you. Sir, in all seriousness if you or anybody have ever 
heard of 14 Whips being required for a bouse of 250, w'bere the Govern- 
ment Party consists of, according to Mr. Fazlul Huq himself, 110 
members. We do not know if more appointments of Parliamentary 
Secretaries in addition to his niece already appointed are in the offing. 
Nowhere in the world under any system of Parliamentary Government 
no many Government Whips are re(|iiired. Bengal, at the instance of 
Mr. Fazlul Huq, has created a record of which she may well be 
ashamed. Mr. Fazlul Huij ot dnl-hhaf fame is now' in.stnimeiital in 
putting additional and unnecessary burden on the resources of the 
ill-fed, half-clothed, disease-stri(‘ken and over-taxed people of the 
province. For is it not a fact that only 2 Government Whips w'Pre 
•considered sufficient by the past Ministry of which the self-same 
Mr. Fazlul Huq was the Premier and which functioned for over 41 
years?' Is this not a"clear case of politi<*al jobbery and corruption.^ 

Sir, w’e are told that the war is at our door and so we must concen- 
trate on “nation-saving" at the co>t of “nation-building." Ami, 
therefore, it is proposed t(» spend over a crore of rupees on (’ivil 
Defence schemes. While agreeiiig as to the necessity of spending this 
money on so iniportaiit a matter as the saving of lives of the people, 1 
cannot help commencing on the fact that while we Indians are to pay 
the piper we are jdei)rived (d calling for tlic tune, I mean while w'e go 
on rendering all hel]) to the British (iovernment with men, money 
and materials we are deprived of our right to have any pra(*ti(‘al say 
in the defence of our country. I’his is a very sorry state of affairs ami 
the sooner it is .set right' the better it would he for all concerned. 

Sir^ under the Civil Defemu* scheme a good numb*‘r of appointments 
have l)e#n made apd art* likely to he made to the various A.lt.P. deparr- 
ments. But we regret to find that the Communal Hatio llules in the 
matter of these api)oiiitment' are not being ob.served. This is u sad 
commentary ^n the fairmimledness of the ])resent Ministry. We hope 
that there will he^^ no deviation from the fjovernrnerit rules in thi.s 
♦connection and that it would he .stri(‘tl\ followed in all aj»pointmputs 
under the scheme. 

Now', Sir, I come to another important matter which, has been 
:agitating our minds. I refer t<» the flagrant abuse of powers by the 
’Government under the Defence of India Act. The Defence of India 
Eules were promulgated for the purpose of controlling the .subversive 
:activities of reyolutionary parties and to tackle with Fifth Columnists. 
But the present Government are misusing the powers vested in them by 
rfhese rules in checking the legitimate activities of the Muslim League 
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Organisation which is neither subversive nor revolutionary in character. 
Furthermore, the Muslim League had never nor has ever any intention 
of hindering in any way whatsoever the war efforts of Government. 

Therefore, can it be denied that the Muslim League meetings are 
being ])anned, its workers interned and exteriied under the Defence of 
India Kules simply because the Muslim members of the present 
Cabinet are not able to face their constituents? Repressive measures 
are being adopted against the students for their participation in peace- 
ful and legitimate demonstratitms against the personnel of the Ministry. 
The police even went t(» the extent of manhandling a batch of students 
in the very presence of the Premier of the province, who, sad to say, 
took no notice of the occurrence. Mr. Fazlul Huq, once an accredited 
patron leader of the students has now stooped so low as to allow and 
permit indecent and indiscriminate assaults on students. And all these 
because the profound vanity of Mr. Fazlul Huq had been hurt by the 
sight of a black flag demonstration. The display of black flags in the 
eyes of the present Ministry is a (‘rime of the worst type punishable 
under the Defence of India Rules. Can any one conceive of baser 
abuse of such powers? 

Then again, many Muslim League workers are being persecuted for 
utterances entirely legitimate and in no way calculated to embitter 
communal feelings or hamptu- or hinder (tovernment’s war efforts. It 
is a sad irony of fate that the Government, whose dc facto Premier is — 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, is bent on adoptin'g repressive measures 
for perfectly innocent sjunM-hes, when the said Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee himself was guilty of utterances calculated to arouse the 
bitterest communal hatred. It nun not be out of place to quote a few 
examples of the type of sjjceches of Dr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee who 
was allowed to go scot free by tin* past Mini.st^Jf* rather tj^an curtail the 
civil liberties of the peopb* or hinder the freedom of speech of any 
person. 

Sir, here is an extract fnun the speech delivered at the 'All-India 
Hindu Maliasabha Conference on the 2f)th December, Dh'lO : 

“They must organi.se tin* Hindu youths who had given their lives 
at the gallows with smiles on their lips and the cry of 
‘Bande Mataram’.’’ 

Then, Sir, in a speecli delivered at the Albert Hall on the 8th July, 
D)4(), Dr. Mookerjee said: 

“The late Bhola Nath Sen printed a picture and for that act he 
was murdered. The Muslims knew that they had no fear 
of knives from the Hindus.” 


Did this not amount to saying that the Hindus must put the fear of 
knives into the Muslims? 
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Then, again, in a speech delivered at the Sradhananda Park on the 
4th August, 1940. he said: 

“India was the land of the Hindus and tlie Hindus must assert 
themselves as a nation liere and if anybotly would strike 
them because of the lact that they were Hindus, they must 
have a reply to it. The Hindu youths of Bengal were now 
afraid of coming forward. But lo \ears ago. they had 
mounted the gallows with smiling ta(‘es. If they would gt> 
forward along the path of their duty, no power would be 
able to hold them in check.” 

Once again there is an a]>peal to the Hindu youths to emulate the waya 
of the terrorists. 

Then again, Sir, at Knshnagar on November 17, P>4(), he said: 

“To-day in Bengal no Hindu has an,\ ehance of 'jccuring any job. 
Bengal has not \et given a fitting reply to all tlnS (oppres- 
sion and injustice on Hindus). Hindus want that Hindu 
domination must lx* e^tabli>hed in India; it is not unfair 
for us to make this demand. Bengal Hindus will not accept 
the rule of a Ministry which is the result of communal 
electorate (and imw he is on the ('ahinet which is also the 
result of communal electorate). Direct action must be(*ome 
so widespread that the (lovernimoit will hav<‘ to ('ome to a 
standstill at on<-e. \\’e must take ilie law into our owii 
hands.” 

Then, he said : 

“Life must be su^Tifjced. Uf twenty cnues Hindus, cannot fifty 
thousand Hindu" ^acrific•• (heir live^ for the sake of the 
Hindus of Bengal and India? Man> lives are lost every 
day through ^nalaiia, t\phoid, jmeinnonia, eft;. If for 
this cause hi) thousand Hindus dit* B<*ngal will not shed 
tears for them but rather raise 1emi)h*s of g(dd to comme- 
morate their sacrifices. All of u»u shfoibl say witli one 
voice that we shall have our birth-right accepted b\ consti- 
tutional means, if possible, if n(»t by unconstitutional 
means.” 

There cannot be a worse incitement to violenc e. 

At Narayangauj on the Ibth December, 1940, he said: 

“Boys and men should l»e sent to the village where a wrong w’a» 
committed to the Hindus. If the Bengal Goveniment waa^ 
not prepared to defend them then they should take the law 
in their own hands”f^ 
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At Murapara, Dacca, on 17th December, 1940, he said: 

“The Muslims should live in India on good terms with the Hindus 
as sons of the great mother country. Otherwise, the Hindus 
won’t tolerate any injustice and oppression which the Hindus 
would not only protest against but would resist and 
retaliate”. 

AliiiTist like the sniana speech of the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq. The 
speaker (Dr. Shyamaprasad Mookerjee) w’as not a believer in non- 
Tiolence. He stated that he w^as in favour of violence because accord- 
ing to him it was power that counted most. 

Then again at Bankura on the -‘11 .st January, 1941, he requested the 
Hindus in general to adopt the “tit for tat” policy and to have reliance 
upon active resistance — again the repetition of snfnna policy of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq. 

Mft ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Wherefrom is the honourable mem- 
ber reading? May we know' the name of the paper and the date of 
issue ? % 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: If the honourable member agrees to give way, 
it is all right; otherwise \ou cann(»t interrupt him ex(‘ept on a point 
of order. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: On a point (d order, Sir. The 
speaker says that he is quoting from a jmrticular <locumenl. Is not the 
House entitled to know what the document is? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: It may be, a fabricated 
document. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: 1 submit that the House has a right 
to know what is the name of the document. Let the Chair give its 
ruling. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: A point of order has been raised. I would 
request the honourable lueiuber to state wherefrom he is quoting. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am quoting from the ofhcial 
records submitted to the Dacca Riots Enquiry Committee. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. On a point of order, Sir. My point 
is this. I want to know" whether he is reading from the records of the 
Dacca Riots Enquiry Committee which are not yet published or is he 
reading from newspaper cuttings? 



1948 .] 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


941 


Mwiivi ABUL HA8HIM: I would like to draw your attention to 
one point. The point to be ascertained is wheHier the statements are 
correct or not. Now, Sir, all these statements referred to were, it is 
said, made by the Hon’ble Finance Minister. Dr. Mookerjee i.s here. 
He may deny them, if he wants to. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: 1 beg to submit that it is not fair. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Why is the honourable member 
afraid to give out the name and the date of issue of the jiaper? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: When the time 
comes, you will liear tliat. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: If the honourable member is (juoling from any 
paper, I -thing tliat he should give the name of the jiajier or if he has 
heard hi^ sjieeehe.s, he should say so. 

(At this stage Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin vacated and the Deputy 
Speaker took the ('hair.) , 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Mr. Deputy Sjieaker, the honourable 
member who is now in jiossussion of the House was reading from a 
iloeument. I want to knu\\ what is the name of the document, what 
is the name of the iif'wsjiaper he is reading from? And, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, the ( hainnan, who in your absence was Just occupying the 
(diair, asked the honourable member to give out the name of the news- 
paper he was quoting from. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, from the excerjits just 
quoted it is absolutely clear 

Mr. 8YED HASAN ALI^CHOWDHURY; Apart from all other 
considerations may I ask you, *Sir, w-hat bearing has it on the Budget 
now under discussion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: Sir, the (huirmun 
who was presiding in your absence has given his ruling that the 
honourable member must mention the name of the newspaper from 
which he was quoting. Before the honourable member further proceeds 
with his speech he ought to be made to bow to the ruling of the Chair 
and disclose the name of that paper. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am quoting, Sir, from tha 
Star of India^Otits of *"Shame’% ‘*shaiiie*' and ooumter-criei ia tlM 
17 
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House) Then addressing the Muslims of Noakhali he (Dr. 

Mukherjee) said, “ If you do not accept the good of India as 

your good, then the 28 crores of Hindus will tell you, ‘brothers, all of 
you with all your belongings leave this country and go to those other 

countries’” (Cries of “Shame”, “Shame” from the Muslim League 

Benches) “There are many provinces in India where Muslims are 

in a minority. There are places where Muslims are not even one per 
cen<. If ()rgnui.se<l atteiripis are made 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think you have finished quoting from 
the Star of India. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: One word more, Sir, and I 
will finish. 

“ (by Hindus) to rob those few Muslims of their legitimate 

right what will happen? Throughout the country that same word will 
be proclaimed ” 

Sir, this is the type of satarw speeches that Dr. Mookerjee is in the 
habit of delivering as a Mahasabha leader. 

From the extracts just ([noted it is absolutely clear bow militantly 
communal and violent in character were the s})eeclies delivered by 
Dr. Mookerjee all over Bengal. In the name of civil liberty of the 
people a Ministry then — predominantly Muslim in character — allow^ed 
Dr. Mookerjee the fullest pcxssible scope to have the cfunpletest of free- 
dom of speech. And now that Dr. Mookerjee is in power he has no 
further respect for the civil liberty of which he was once professedly a 
champion. To Dr. Mookerjee what is sauce for the goose is not sauce 
for the gander. 

Babu RADHANATH DA8: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I cannot 
but say something on the general discussion of the Budget. At the 
very outset, Sir, 1 should like to mention that the present Ministry is 
nothing but a phase of the last one, that is to say, it is one of the 
varying ap})earauces of the very same old Ministry. I cannot but fully 
corroborate tlie statement made by my several friends from this side of 
the House that the present Ministry is nothing but an image of the 
last one w^hich can be fully illustrated. 

Sir, nobody will find anything new in this Budget than the previous 
ones. We thought, and thought wTongly now we see, that this Budget 
would have been different from those presented by the previous Govern- 
ment. The Hon’ble Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee has wanted to say 
and thereby to feel proud of that under some heads of expenditure, 
such as on Education, Public Health and Industries — Cinchona, besides 
others, that there will be an increase over that of the current year and 
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thereby to score a credit over the last Cabinet. But I can assure the 
Hon^ble Dr. Mookerjee that his attempt and intention has fallen to the 
ground and that there is nothing on his part to be pround of. In his 
presentation of the Budget there can be found no new revelations than 
those of the past Cabinet. 

Take, for instance, the expenditure on Education made by the last 
( abinet. In the year there had been an increase of Rs. 7,19,000 

over that of the })revious year: in the year 1040-41 there had been 
an increase of Rs. 0,o7,000 and in the current year, that is to say. for 
the year 1041-4‘J, the Binlget of which had been framed and presented 
by tlie last Cabinet, tliere has been still an increase towards the head 
“Education ’ and the increase is Rs. 10,47,000 which is the figure, Sir, 
if you take into consideration the budgeted amount, but if you take the 
revised amount, it \^ould be little less, that is to say, Hs. r.v\41,000: so 
the present (iovernment cannot feel tlie sliglitest pride in having an 
increase of R". (5,91,000 only towards educational expenditure of this 
province. Then, Sir, take the case of l^ublic Health. Here the increase 
in expenditure is J{.s. lakhs more than the previous revised amount. 
But, Sir, can }ou call it an improvement or an amount worthily increas- 
ed when we can see and cannot ignore the importam^e of this big itemP 
Thousands and Ihousands of people of our province are d,>ung every 
^\ear of preventible epidemic disea.ses. Does the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister take into account the number of deaths, or does be now forget 
it, that take place (A’er\ year in Bengal from malaria, cholera, small- 
jiox, consumption and other epidemic and contagious diseases P Hence, 
Sir, it cannot be said that the provision made in the next year’s Budget 
towards this direction, naiUttJy, Fubiic Health, is at all a worthy or 
commendable sum. 

Then, Sir, equally is the case with another important item — 
Industries —Cim houa — which I do- not want to elaborate us the time 
at my band is short. 

Now, Sir, as regards the items, sueli as Jails and (hmviet Settle- 
ments, Police, etv'., no (iovernment w'liieh has got the slightest sense 
of honouring the public demand and public views will allow sueli a 
huge amount t(» be spent towards those item.s, when the otlier nation- 
building departments are not adequately sujiplied with money, but, 
on the contrary, practically speaking, starving. What did the Hon’ble 
Minister himself say about the amount spent tow'urds these items in 
previous years by the past Government, when the present Hon’ble 
Finance Minister was not a member adorning the Treasury Bench? 
Has the Hon’ble Minister forgotten those speeches of his own which 
he delivered formerly on the very floor of this House and outside? I, 
Sir, request the Hon’bie the Finance Minister to go through those 
speeches of h& own once again and see what he had said so far as the 
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expenditure towards General Administration, Jails and Convict Settle- 
ments and Police are concerned. Can the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
be pleased to point out any responsible Government in which the 
expenditure on Police exceeds that on Education ? When the Hon’ble 
Dr. Mookeijee came to take this portfolio of Finance we thoug'ht, Sir, 
that a man of his intelligence and calibre would not have at all allowed 
or tolerated such a thing to hap])en, but to our utter disappointment. 
Sir, I find the same thing happening again. 

Now, Sir, as regards the point of Scheduled Castes’ education, I 
cannot but regret that in sj)ite of repeated demands and recjuests on 
the floor of this House and outside by the Scheduled Caste members of 
this House and of the Council, amongst whom I am one, the present 
Cabinet has not in the least paid any attention to that. I had a greater 
hope from the present Ministry than from the last one for I thought 
the former would surely take a greater interest in Scheduled Castes’ 
education. Times without number most of the present members of 
the Treasury l^emdi had said bef(U'e t]je\ were occu])\ing the said Bench 
that greater attention to Scheduled Castes’ education should be given 
in view of their backwardness in education. But now, Sir, to my utter 
surprise I find that the ver\ same members of the Treasury Bench 
have uiteiiy forgotten those utterances of their own and have made a 
provision which is a very considerably ])altr\ sum. 1 hope and earnest l\ 
re(|Uest tin* Finance Minister that he should again look into this aft'air 
and reconsider tlie matter in the very near future.. 

Then, Sir, as regards the Civil Defence, (lovernment is going to 
speml a little over Bs. 4 crores. The ]''inance Minister has called his 
Budget a war Budget and has said also that tlii> time nation-saving 
takes the ])lace of nation-building’. I cannot understand how a 
Government which, by constitution, has g-ot nothing to do by way of 
taking active militar\ defence but by only trying to save the people 
from being wounded or killed and by'giving relief to the wounded people 
from air attack or otherwise by allowing a provision of a very paltry 
sum of a little over Rs. 4 crores, considering the vastness of the case, 
can call its budget a war bmlget. Perhajis the HoiCble the Finance 
Minister has been fa.sciiiated or charmed by the mere phrase, namely, 
the war budget, because be has very often, as we do, beard the inde- 
pendent countries of the world framing war budgets of their own. It 
is fantastic that be will be able to save us from Japanese liombs. How 
much relief can we expect if we consider closely the case of other 
countries which have been attacked from outside? Can it be expected 
that the present Government can fully save us from death and devasta- 
tion if our province is attacked by air or by other ways? 

What happened in England? What happened in other independent 
countries having enormously greater sum in comparison to ours at their 
dieposalP Have they been able to save their countrymen from grievous 
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casualties and deaths? At the expense o! many crores of rupees 
Singapore which has been said repeatedly to be impregnable has not 
been able to resist and save itself from grievous casualties, devasta^ 
tions and deaths of its pojmlation. To expect to save the people of 
Calcutta from the said results and consequences if Calcutta is attacked 
from outside by laud force or by air with such a paltry sum is a mere 
dream. So it should be the duty of the present (Jovernment instead 
of spending the said amount for Civil Defence in Calcutta and in some 
other urban areas to speml some jM)rtion and a good ])()rtion t>l it to 
save the people of this province fnun dying of malaria, consumption, 
small-pox, clnflera and otlier kimls of epidemic and contagious diseases. 
From Japanese bombs more |)eople will not die as they die annually of 
those diseases. And to save tliose ])eople •vvill be the actual saving of 
the nation and this saving will in the real sense of the term take tlic 
place of nation-building. 

Now, Sir, as regards industries, 1 should say that the present 
Cabinet has totally and practicall\ ign(»red the case «)f cottag(‘ shoe and 
leather industries and at the same time tlie handloom industries of 
Bengal, fn this province then* are lakhs and lakhs of petiple who carry 
on th(‘ir liveliliood (»ut of tfiese industries. The attention of the 
(lovernment has not in the least been drawn and nevtu' had been directed 
towai'ds these jieople, which I must a<Imit is a vm v dephnable state of 
affairs on the part of the (iovernment. These iK‘o])le ar(‘ now full> at 
the niercN of the capitalist shoe-sh(q> owners. Proper ami adeiiuate 
training in slioe-making, leather t. inning ami in other kinds of leather 
industries sliould be given to them. 

With regard to the handloom industries. Sir, I like to draw tlie 
attention of the (rovernment to this effect that due to the excessive rise 
in the price of cotton yaid nowadays the weavers of Bengal are now 
without any means ot livelihooil. I should desire, Sir, that the (ioverii- 
ment should take immediate steps to reduce the price of cotton yarn 
and fix up a limit to the maximum price and thereby restore and revive 
the poor weavers to a good living. 

Sir, I find one and only one item for which I can at least con- 
gratulate the present Ministers and that is due to the fact that there 
ha.s been a provision for a lakh of rupees for securing communal har- 
mony amongst the two great communities. This amount is very very 
insignificant considering the importance and vast ness of this matter. 
I wish, Sir, that the Government .should sf>end a bigger sum tban the 
amount budgeted towards this direction. Of course, I should say at 
the very same time that their attempt tow^ard.s the promotion of com- 
munal harmony should be a genuine and sincere one. At the same 
time, Sir, it have been quite good and commendable on the part 

of the Government had they made another provision for the purpose oi 
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easing the relation between the so-called Caste Hindus and the Sche- 
duled Castes so far as the question of untouchability is concerned. The 
question of Scheduled Castes and Caste Hindus is such a matter which 
should not be ignored at all and nobody can say what serious and 
dangerous course it may take in the future if the said matter be allowed 
to remain as it is to-day. 

Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, the present year is an 
exceptional year and the Budget must therefore be regarded as an 
exceptional one. The expenditure which the provincial revenues has 
to bear next year on account of (Mvil Defence expenditure totals a huge 
sum of one crore and 25 lakhs. It wa.s Rs. 78 lakhs in the current 
year. The total expenditure on account of Civil Defence measures 
exceeds 4 crores of rupees. Out of this about 2 crores will be consumed 
by the establishment charges, that is, payment to the personnel of the 
various A.R.lb services. Sir, it occurs to me, as it must hafe occurred 
to many others, that an assurance must be forihcoming that there is 
no disproportion in the distribution of expenditure. From their veiy 
nature the A. R. P. services are more or less of a transitory type. It 
is necessary to mention these few words because the amount involved 
is so heavy, ulmf)st eqiml to the total annual income of the C’alcutta 
Municipal C'orporation. But, Sir, the fact of all facts, which must be 
realised to-day, is the urgency and importance of Civil Defence 
measures. It is therefore necessary that these measures are carried out 
by decision rather than di.scu.ssion, by co-ordination rather than con- 
troversy. In order to secure efficiency it is of the utmost importance 
that power and decision are both centralised 

Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister has told us how in .securing the 
allocation of Civil I)etcn(‘e expenditure between the Centre and the 
provinces, the Province of Bengal has not been unfajrly treated. The 
Government of India have agreed to give special relief to Bengal. 
While we are generally sati.sfied with the results of deliberations of our 
Provincial Government with the Government of India there are certain 
special features which call for attention. 

First, so far as Bengal is concerned there has been heavy decline 
on the receipts from jute export duty, the decline being directly due 
to the restriction of exports owing to the unfavourable turn world 
events have taken. 

Secondly, the income-tax receipts from Bengal have been higher 
this year. Yet we have a right to expect that this ought to have been 
still higher. It is easy enough to understand why the receipts have not 
been as high as one would have wished. Increase in income from the 
income-tax in any province is an index to what may be called the “war 
prosperity” of that province. Compared to other provii^ces the ‘‘war 
prosperity” of Bengal, having regard to her material resources, has 
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not been as high as we would have wished. In the distribution of war 
orders and in the placing of war contracts it is of some importance to 
assure ourselves that our province has been accorded her legitimate and 
rightful share. 

The third factor, Sir, which ought to weigh in any discussion 
regarding the allocation of Civil Defence expenditure is the fact that 
the measures which Bengal needs for her Civil Defence are assuredly 
of far greater magnitude than in any other province. Bengal i.s prac- 
ticall\ in the front line of coming events. 

The Hon' hie Finance Miinsier-^has s|w>ken of the adverse etfects of 
flood, the need for more agricultural advance and the imjioverishment 
due to communal tension. Sir, the allotment for the promotion of 
communal harmony is a step in the right direction. 


Amongst other minor features there is a scheme for the removal of 
beggars from the city of Calcutta. This much-needed step has been 
engaging the attention of the civic authorities with which ] liave been 
aSsSociated tor years together. The (ioveriiment of Bengal will earn 
the gratitude of the citizens oi Calcutta it something d(*finite can result 
out of their endeavour.s. 


Sir, as a membei of the S<he<luled Castes I draw the attention of 
the House to the curient \ ear’s jirovision of one lakh and thousand 
rupees for the advan^’ement ot education amongst the members of the 
Scheduled Castes numbering about one-fifth ol the total population of 
the province. About this time last year when the current year’s budget 
was being framed I jileaded that the allotment was inadequate. I 
rej)eat the same to-day, although I fully realise that there are other 
pressing demands now in view of the clouds gathering ominously in the 
East. 

Sir, as I said, this \car is an excei^tional year. Yet none of our 
perennial problems are lacking, problems of disease, i)n>hlemH of 
ignorance, problems of ]>overty. Add to these the problems whi(di now 
arise out of communal discord. The situation calls for a farsighted 
financial policy, which must aim at a comjirehensive economic rehabi- 
litation of the entire province of Bengal. 

Sir, our province has enormous material resources, yet industrially 
it is by no means to the fore. It is capable of producing enormous 
fitocks of foodstuffs and yet tho.se in Bengal, wdio raise the crops and 
rear the fish are the poorest in all India — poorest in the entire world. 
Sir, a large section of these unfortunate people belotig.s to my own 
community. 

Lastly, Sir, the economic level of the masses cannot be raised unless 
the vast material resources of the province are developed in the interest 



BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


f23ED Feb., 


248 

of the province. For some time to come the one aim of the Govern- 
ment ought to be to raise the economic level, to improve and enhance the 
material resources, of the people of Bengal. All other activities should 
be subordinated to this one great task, because once this is achieved, 
all other problems will find a ready solution. Sir, disease, poverty, 
ignorance and crime obviously breed and thrive in a society which lacks 
the essential and indispensable quantum o^ material resources. 

MAULVI MD. HA8ANUZZAMAN : Deputy Speaker \ 
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Mr. M. Ai H. I8PAHANI: The Hon’ble the Finance Minister's 
effort reminded the House of the mountain in labour which brought 
forth a ridiculous mouse. The Hon’ble Minister has produced a small 
Budget Speech instead of a lengthy dissertation which, I agree, is a 
great relief. His sole excuse for lack of any original proposals beneficial 
to Bengal is that there is a war on, an excu.se that can be made to cover 
a multitude of sins. When the representatives of the tax-payers look 
for provision to imjirove the work of nation-building departments, we 
are told that the present business is to “save” the nation. The Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister in his newly-found alliance may enjoy a sensation of 
Saviourship but really in their uneas> yoking as Ministers in power 
they can only go deeper into the rut of profitless ex|w?nditure. The 
shibboletli about “the war being at the door of India” can be overused 
to justify a featureless do-nothing budget. Take general education, 
inediiial service and public health as a measure of ujilift and amelioration 
for the ])rovince. Where Bs. 177 lakhs bail been allowed as necessary 
in the prcAUous year for education, Bengal has nou a gift of Us. 171 
lakhs. There is a similar drop in medical service and public health, but 
still they talk of “saving” the nation. 

The Progressive Coalition Part\ almost ]>rofe,sses to be something of 
a Salvation Army though they start with a dull and retrograde pro- 
gramme, in wliich there is neither an> relief to the tax-jiayei nor any 
increased amenities to the peojile of the province. Sir, if we look for 
progress, we shall find a rise in the number of placemen going up in 
geometrical progression. I see from the Budget Estimates (page 120) 
that while Parliamentar^ Secretaries reijuired Us. 22.800 the same 
fraternity in *1942-43 expects Us. 70,800. I am not surprised at this 
trebled claim #or funds to keep up Parliamentary Secretaries when we 
have before us the phenomenon of 17 whips to whip the supporters of 
the Government ! The instinct of “nation-saving” cannot be associated 
with such a start and the spend-thrift effects of running a Ministry in the 
name of “nationalism” or “progressivism” or “salvationisra” would 
make itself increasingly apparent when the “Kumbha Mela crowd gets 
more aggressive with the spoils system, which has been launched. 
Expenditure hfts gone up wdiile funds for public relief show no signs of 
expansion. The Ministers, occupied with commitments of political 
axe-grinding, run about like busy^)odies one day to Bihar to^defy the 
orders of a sister Government — an unheard of and an unprecedented 
occurrence and yet to my surprise the Governor of Bengal looked on 
with an air of serene complacence — one day to Trichinopoly and the 
next day to Delhi in order to “save” the nation. 
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Mr. 4. W. CHIPPEIiOALE: On a point of order, Sir. Can the 
honourable member bring in the name of His Excellency the Governor P 
He may say what he likes against the Ministry, but he cannot bring in 
the name of His Excellen^cy the Governor in the debate. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Do you want to know whether a member 
is permitted to liriiijr in the name of His KNeellency the Governor in the 
debate? 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: Yes. Sir 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He cannot 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN! : The> know fully that tlio presiuil House 
has gone stale 1)^ overstm but the Chief Ministei' who has thi* option 
to do so, dare not advise tlie Governor to dissrdve the House foi’ a general 
eleetion but then we s(*(‘ anioug th(*ir nation-saving device.s an allotment 
(f one lakh of rupees foi the promotion of eominunal harmony. You 
will find, Sir, on jiage Id-l of the Civil Kstimates that tlie sum is to be 
sjient tliroiigh tlie PuldieitN Department. H ho is in charge of tliis 
departmmitP Mr Fazlul Huq, of course: A foitiinate gentleman 
indeed to be tbe eiistodian of .so elastii* a jinrse, a purse that can bold 
not only a lakli of ritpees but also thousands of germs of mischief. 

"Xava dug” zindabad. Whether this one lakh will bring or will 
Jielp <0 bring communal liarmony or will bring further disharmony 
amongst tlie Mus.salmans of thi^ jirovince is more tlian many can say 
at the present moment. Time alone will demoiistiate wliich of the 
two it Avill purchase. 

Sir, the cost ot the Pulilicity Department has jujn]>ed from 
Rs. d,d2,204 to Rs. o,(i9,0(Kl. In all earnest ness, I ask-^ou, Sir, how 
communal hannony can he promoted even with twenty times that 
amount when the wliole composition of the Ministry is an affront to the 
Mussalmau.s of tbe province who have been manoeuvre<l into the 
"Opposition” like Naha.s Ihishu’s Wafd Party in Flg,\pi. A general 
election aloire can clean our Augean Stables. This sum of Rh. 1 lakh 
would be on the tap witJi the Chief Minister regulating the flow. In 
the United Provinces, the Congress had in 1938 allotted a large sum of 
money in the name of rural uplift which went trickling out of the 
reservoir;iiike a party fund into the jfbekets of the Congress workers by 
one channel of patronage or the other. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
honourable member entitled to bring in other Governments? 
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Mft DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the honourable member is not 
correct in bringing forward the analogy of other Provincial Govern- 
ments. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN! : While I bow to your ruling, I submit 
that on previous occasions other Governments have been quoted and 
their actions criticised in this House. 

A similar dole sysiem, 1 predict, is likel,^ to corrupt the j)ublic life 
of Bengal. VV^liat check is there going to be tor preventing the spread 
of corruption through paironage by a Cabinet that ijcgins with a mob 
of seventeen Whips to safeguard tljeir ]K)sition in the Legislature. 

I have said that the Budget contains no gesture of encouragement 
or relief to the poor people of Itengal, but the Chief Minister and his 
colleagues who are bent on saving the nation have an allotment of 
Rfl. 125 lakhs to flourish as Civil Defence expenditui^. I am entirely 
in favour of earl,\ precautions against enemy surprise and 1 have done 
what an individual cjin, in the Cahmtta Cor])oration. But 1 ask that 
there should lx* fumbling or fraud in the spending of the ta.\-payeCs 
money which is an e(|ual trust for all the communities, f understand 
that in the selection of the A.H.P. personnel, Muslim candidates have not 
been given the chance due to them and 1 am sure an\ heart-burning 
through such discrimination will react ver\ gravel.N on the mruale of 
the people. I give this warning because the Miulim view should not 
go unrepres(‘nted, even though Mr. llmi has declared that the Finance 
Minister is the custodian of the Muslim interests and he in e.xchange 
has taken over the grave responsibility of looking after the Hindu 
interests in this province. 

Sir, we of the Muslim League l*arty make a free gift of the Chief 
Minister to the Forward Block and to the Hindu Mahasabha. Let them 
hang on to him and let liiin hang on to them as long as they can. We 
l.ave no u.se ^r him. As for Dr. Mookerjee, our guardian, I for one, 
and there are tens of millions of Mussalimins in this ]>rovince alone like 
us, say without an\ hesitation we do not stand in need of guardians of 
the type of Dr. M ookerjee. We are blessed with the strength to stand 
on our own legs, to protect our rig'll ts and to fight for our own interests. 
We warn tin* Government tliat we shall not permit the taking of 
liberties, unbridled lihertie.s, with tlie Mtis.salmaus. Suppression and 
oppression, persecution and prosecution, the gross and flagrant abuse 
of the Defence of India Act and Rules and other Penal Codes will, if 
compelled, he resisted in Hie true*Muslim way. We do not jfelieve in 
Satyagraha nor in non-violence. Mr. Huq should at least know what 
resistance in the true Islamic sen.se means. 

My honourable friend, Mr. Banerjee, a ireteran Congressman V)f the 
orthodox school, for there is yet another school, the unorthodox school, 
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Ixas declared on the floor of the House that the Congress is truly a 
national organisation. If he persists in being the proverbial ostrich 
that buries its head in the sand and says, “Thank God, no one can see 
me’ , I feel sorr\ for him. Yes, if he says that the Congress claims to 
repre.sent the Hindus including the Mahasabha type and (dlier types 
and is therefore entitled to call itself a “truly national“ organisation, 
I will be the last person to contradict liim. But if he means that the 
Congress represents the Mus.salmuns as well, he is decidedly, definitely 
and positively wrong. The Mussalmans in this sub-continent are a 
nation. The> cannot and will not accept the jiosition of an all-India 
minority. Can they be blamed? (Vrtainly not. When the iiresenl 
wretched constitution came into operation ('ongressinen, intoxicate] 
with the first draught of power, ran wild and lo<»s(* in six provinces. 
Every Mussalman is conversant with the treatment or has heard the 
tales of woe. 

Before 1 conclude m> speech I shall (juote Mr. 11. (i. Wells, He 
says: "The shifty politicians of India and England who are dreaming 
to impose a unitary nation on India either do n<»t know the A, B, (’ of 
the most coiujilex nature of the international problems of India or they 
are in league with the closest caste of social and political monoj)olists 
known t(» history. 'Hie function and objective of Islam in this lam] is 
to smash and liquidate the capitalistic mono])oly ami those who w’ill 
stand in the jiatb of this onward march will be fougbt to annihilation.'’ 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Of wdiich you are the propounder. 


Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: The Budget, Sii, i.s not so framed as to 
hearten the people of Bengal because it is a hotch-iiotch affair w’orked up 
b^ a partnership which we on this side of the House regard as a ramp 
of pernicious opportunism. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Of which you are the propounder. 


Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, from 
*1ie statement made by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister in presenting 
the Budget for the coming year it appears that he has applied his 
mind primarily'^fo the question of Civil Defence and he has frame<l the 
Budget on the principle that “so long as the present emergency 
continues ‘there can be no diversion of the resources of the province to 
purposes that can wait”. Sir, the responsibility for the defence of 
India — no matter military or civil — entirely rests on the Centre; of 
course the responsibility is to the British Crown and not to the people of 
India through their represeflt^tiTes in the Legislatures. 
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In view of this constitutional difficulty it seems that the Hon’ble 
Mi|iifiter has put forward the demand under the head “Extraordinary 
Charges”. However, an arrangement has been made between the 
provinces and the Centre and a decision has been taken as to the alloca- 
tion of expenditure on the subject between the Centre and the provinces. 
Sir, it merely demonstrates that the defence of the territory of India is 
tbe first and foremost concern of the British Crown, not so much the 
ilefence of life and property of the civil population inhabiting this 
territory. 

Leaving aside the question of con.stitiitio]ial propriety, may I ask 
the Hon’ble Minister whether it i.s i)OMsible for the Provincial Govern- 
ment to organise effective Civil Defence? In this connection I beg to 
refer the Hon’ble Minister to the organisation for Home Defence — both 
military and civil — set up in the United Kingdom, the magnitude of the 
task and the amount of expenditure incurred by the British Government. 
It is most unfair and unjust that a portion of the responsibility for 
Civil Defence has been fastened on the Provincial Government. India 
has been involved in the war against her will, without the consent of 
Provincial Legislatures. If India had been politically independent, she 
would not have certainly declared war against A.xis Powers for nothing. 
She would not have meddled in the affairs of Europe, for she is not at 
all concerned with who dominates the continent of Europe — Germany, 
Italy or Britain; nor has she any business to quarrel with Japan. India 
is a British dependency and has no will of hei ouij. We have been put 
in a state of utter helplessness. AVe are between the devil an<l the 
deep sea. We are emphatically of opinion. Sir, that it is impossible for 
the Provincial Government to organi.se effective defence. The money 
thus proposed to be spent from the Provincial Exchequer would be sheer 
waste. 

The most important thing that should engage the serious attention 
of the Government is the matter of internal security and peace, the 
solution of the problem of unemployment, of a vast number of people 
who have been or will be deprived of their occupation on account of war 
conditions. Already several thousands of people have returned to their 
native provinces from foreign countries on account of war conditions 
prevailing there. They have been deprived of their emplojunent, and T 
know, ordinary people, cultivators and labourers who used to go to 
Rangoon for their livelihood cannot now go back thereof their earning 
in order to supplement their bare income at home. So the problem of 
unemployment would assume a very serious turn. 

Then, Sir, Government should tackle the problem — I mean, the food 
problem — because there is every possibility of starvation in the rural 
areas. Therefore an increase in the pjpduction of food crop is an 
urgent necessity in order to prevent the starvation of people on account 
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of unemploymeDt. Further it ia the duty of the Government to give 
employment to these unemployed persons. Government should apply 
their mind to the development of cottage industries for the purpose of 
giving employment, particularly to the unemployed, and to the intro- 
duction of spinning wheel, development of handlooin induslry and culti- 
vation of long-staple cotton for supply of cotton to the spinners to meet 
the bare necessaries of life, because that will also to a certain degree 
meet the problem of scarcity of clotliing.s. These are purposes that 
cannot wait. The Government sliould take the initiative in organising 
self-supporting units on a voluntary basis, if possible in ever\ village. 
The Government should divert the resources of the province to these 
purposes. The provision maile in the Hudget tor the maintenance of 
peace and security is very negligible— Us. 1,70, (101) for (alcutta and 
Us. 1,20,000 for the rural arcnis. It is very insignificant. 

Then, Sir, provisions have been made under thi* head “Agriculture 
and Industries which are too ina<le<|ua(e. U the d(*tails are analysed 
it would appear that pay of officers, pay of establishimmts and contin- 
gencies have exhausted a major portion of the jirovision. These are 
for both nation-building and nation-savittg purposes. It is evident 
that those departments are completely out of touc^ with the masses. 

Then, Sir, the e.xpenditure under the heads “Land Hevenue”, 
“Exci.se", “(lAieral Administrative”, “Police”, “Jails”, etc., are 
gradually increasing from year to yenr in spite of persistent demand 
for retrenchment of^ expenditure under these heads. At this critical 
moment retrenchment is most urgently needed in order to have funds for 
taking up the nation-saving measures. Sir, at this critical hour when 
economic order has a tendency to be disturbed, trade, commerce and 
industry to be dislocated, retrenchment is urgent I\ rcipiiied. I believe 
the high-salaried officers of the Government should be jirejiared to 
undergo cuts in their jiay. This sacrifice can be expected from the liigh- 
salaried officers. If they are not prepared to do that, their pious wdshcs 
for saving the nation will bear no fruit. 


Mr, A. M, A, ZAMAN : Deputy Sjxiaker 

Budget Discusdon — i} TTO Opposition Bench Budget 

AtwtMlii ufif I 

fipT I history ^ 

1 ^ ’TOR 

— C^Pt^ TOf 

^ ^ c^rfror c-jf^ri 

fetJi ■trwtprt'f c? commumd ^ c*frt 

’8 I (Tih ^ ^ iflt 
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wftfPhr ^ ^ ^ cff^ w^i fff? ^ 

Bye-election TOrf^ (TT^ffUT 

Congress? against ij C? candidate Hindu 

candidatec^ support TOr%r C^ ? Muslim league? Rc? 

support ?ti5 ^t?1? ^s*rtpn:?f down ^??t? 

CM7 I ^ C? ?t:5Ti OT*t communal 

f^wm ’^TPt ?sr^ ^ support ^ 

“frW^pit^ communal 4C-fic'& 'Sh^ opposite League Bench lii? 

I ^twr?F i ^ c? 

Muslim League communal spirit I 'STOTT 

party ?ICb§ I ^3t?1 ^T? 

^), ^t:^\ ?nrs^^ ^ ?5U3 Ft^— 

o H\5 ir ? fra ?T? I fro ^stfw 

?f^f^ 7(1 — (i|?* ?t? ?t? ?t?l labour party? 

<tr^ — '^rt??! ?T? ?f? ?i:^ — ?? organisation l?IF^ ^ ^? 

<Tf?t^, ^ W?^t? 1 ?f%— 

?f? op? if?T ?'T? 3 C?’t? in oppositiontil League 

Bench^ ?t?1 ??7TOT ^5tOT I ^ ^ ?^ 5tffe — 

'®fT^ ?T?1 C? 'il^ ?C5*^ C? 'ftf^ ?^1 'll C?TU^ If cl r? ?t^, 

vfj?^ “If^t? f^'JT f?: ^ETt?^ f?1t? ?i:51%51? C? “i]?^ ^ Hindu- 

Muslim unity? 7(^]^ ^^1 f?*[t? ?f[? ^1 Ol 

itc?, frt?n ?T?i?f? ?5?c?^i’' fVi S?ti?f? c^ 

?f?t? 511 ^1 I ?1?'=t Ft? ?M 1T?1 C? ??! 

— C? — (7T ?'t?H ClFf^ I It?) 

'ST‘5f'i,F? f?5^r?"3 ?^i ^^ftOT f?i 

c? Ministry ltU?'S f^t? ’TtOT ?l I iFt?«t It?) ?17 

?f*ih ?OT ?1 I lt?l C? ?vTi (yT(, 'ZTts? ^ 

?1? I frft? ?fvn — ?5'*3R ?tOT “Star *of India” c?r? 'STT?? 

quotation ?X? C^f^? f?l?^ C? f? ItF? •fTfSfttPTtv ?t? communalism 
?tf^in^ I fVl Muslim League ?fl?l f? ^ (TTOT ?W?r 

?f?n ’tt^?? f^l ?ftOT C’^rc? It:^? ?1'3?t? chief whip 
<il?* '«l?Tt?T whip ill? c? ?? tt?1, op?v“ C? travelling 

allowance bill ?1» 5^?t? <1? 'i]?t? Ft?f?C? lt?l 

fiFl im communalism ?tt5^ ?1 T?C^ I 
f% lt?l fra C? Ministfy 

^R?ropr, c^ FWf ?iti ortit !jicTOT' *ftwi c^ ciRf i tfmw 
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^ ^ ^ , (TT^t'C^ unity committee TOIC!^ I ^ 

yr^j^rt^T i pRrm-str*^ ck^- 

'sfiiti:^ 'STt^rt^ w^rr i 

^ ’ttto f% ? 

'®rt^ question i] C*^U^ — ^ ^Tt^Tt^T 

7?7r*t ^ C? adjournment motion fwc^IClb*^, ^<17 '«IC*TC^ 

'il^tr^ ij^ f%f C^^ko^*! < 7 R TTO — ^TtOT CR?r 0^*1 1 

vTpir c^ ? vp^ 3T order ’^rWl I October 22nd ^ 

October 7th November Isti]^ datejQ order CVf'SlTI TT^nrS^. C’T^ 

order s 5^r5^ I TOT C^ order 

I CTt^ order TuR I d\rf^ 

‘^R, ^ 3 ^ ^ ^ ^tOT COT (TR CPf) ! frSl^ 

Home Minister'il^ cMtC^ C'^ ^tOT 3t^ (71 ^ 018 file 

4C^ (TTC^ CM'np'^ 3l C*R 4'"<C3 ^(^C^*l ^ — H3H file uil’?fiT 
(7^^ C^ R session^ TiftH 

Ministry ^fRc3 ScfeR I ^vfi rxTO (R Budget 

feT?3 ^ R I Rr 571 ? i]Rr (R 

^TWPT PtOT 3 ^Rrrft RfTR OTRT^ ^OTR — iJW^T (TTSRR ^CTO^ — 
OT C^k^ — 3t3* 3Wtft C^IH «1'3 ! C3OTT^3 ^ ^ OT OT ’R 

^3fT ^FTRRcR — i]?rt 3 TkRI ^kR 'ilC^C^ I 'iJ fV 'i)*^«lH C3C^ (Tik^? 
C3Rk^R ^^?rR 3Rl C3t^ fV TOT C^tl? I ^ 'TtT^ ’OT 

CikROT OT. ^=!ffrz ot c^ ij^ c*R ^OT -iim ^tirsrR 

Hindu -Muslim unit\R ^r. VJTT, ^-T’JPR ^i7T 3^t'>rOT ^ffef 

^TTT «fk3 c^ {?Ri c^^c^r^, (37^1 31 WC3 ^R R I (TSkrtR-Jk^ 

RR =rR =T?ri OT"J C3kR1 f¥^ ^IRTS ’tR Rl '^rtsr 3 R 1 snnj 

-^Rc^ rJf^’^TT CTt^C^R ^vR rC7 3OT7 JRTRR (7'^(7 ;i wrrR I RlJ li]^ 

’R (R R^ 3R 7R. CRITI ^>tR C5k^ (R'CRR "SRI I 3R C*ftCT 

^ 75 J, 7 TI >Tf 31 RR — 'TT^' T^ll tjR TyRR^*’'? V|R?R 3IR 

^kRi 3fl^^t3 ^5r3 'dfR 1 wK^t c3RtR'^kR s^f m R’^n 

R^^ •JTRR ^kRl TTR^fR R/R Rfe I C^ 3'4krR3 ^ 

C3kR1 iJI'n^R <F7^ 3f^ nj r^RRi yT?pfRr(Tf;?f represent 

5?R — (R .tpn‘=rs ^srkRi c’fnrR 1 R^^'^k? f^tnrfeR 3k*Rf cptri 

^fikt ( 7 R ? "JTkRI COT RctR (TT^kR ^TOTTf^ fOTf^ yQ^* 

f% 3k^ 3ti51 OT C^ROT Rc? C3krk*f5 (R<fRR C5i\ TOrfOTI 

Nawab of Dacca ^^n^ fOTRrW Pl4lC3 (TRfC? 3I1RF oppoMaa 
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C5h I (7r^ <?m] 

57 f%— w: U7 f|^ I iPritUf Oppositiontil? Cq'l?F 5UT 

f Vt'Q5) 717 ft ; <Z^ mn 7517 ^ 71— BubdivisiondJ'^ 

^^turn ^NSl ^'971 7/7 ft I 717 75?rf7 75?/t7 

7T7, 7*^17777 7t7 7t7 C6C4^ ^R77 71 I f% 

C3t771 ^i?] 7^IU5 7! OotTT] C5l^ C^ ? >7^3 C^5t7tr77 

7t77f7 7»r7 C^StTTl ?*f77f7 OT 57 I 75717 ^ Ttm ^ ^7^ 

remark ^U7%77 1 7t^ 5^ f% 77 word use 4'C7f^C«^ 

oq7^ Official Congroa8(??F ^StfTT' 7R7%:77 ! ^ 777 555^ 

C^? 7f^^ ^">1 ^ MSm T^TT^I 77/17 TTT^ 7/:7 Ttl^ ? ftF% 

^ C7l7 71 I ^71 715 5t7t7^ I 'QTI ^fr7 ft otC7 f% ^F7U5 57 I v|7 ^FTT^ 
^7t7T7 57$ Tfe rCo ^1 

ti]7T7 Budget discussion f^7 77/:$ ^ I 7'^t7 Mini8try7 

^7t7t7 "7/1:777 I "TtSf/:^ ^-TTT? ^ C7 7"97 CTTft 

6T7n 7KI 5C7C^, C7&1 rAC^ S^jf$7 ^7[, $ti:77 7^ 

BTTT, $/7 TPm 7^77/7 W7T $/71 C77 ii]7^ ^r77, 7//:$ "971 

C^7i:7r7 ftui 71 C^ 71 TOr I ^7/ CTtTI $r7 7/71 

47(.5>., $/C77 ’STTT C77 TTTTl 771 57 I $/71 C77 

C77I "7/7 Hindu-Muslim unity7 mi C7 ^ 771 5C7/:^ — 

5777/177 C7 77 ^17'^ 7/1^ 577/:^ C77/C7 Unity Gommitteo7 throughC$ 
<3 :^f;5r T7/75 51?T — $(5lW unity7 7/r$ propaganda 57 $/7 C5ll 
7^ Sf5$ I "7/771 "7/71 7f7. Tfrs 7ft7$1 777 71 ^//7/7 77^7 TCT^ f%| 
717 TTTS 't/OT f7 ft^ 7/'7/f/i:$ 0tt77 5:7*1 ^flw 7""22/7/r77 mj — 

"sr/ft C7 -Iffw 7^/7/:7 represent ^§~:5tr77 ^7/ 7rs? 77/?R 'i]7; 
TT^F 7^ 5 f77/7 7C7 — 7^^lc*i !!ff77I77 portfolio 7^7 5tr$ 7ft^ 

— C7il ^ $/7$/r7 CTTI 777/7 o87’ 7//:$ llffw T2/7//:77 7/77"^ 

$f<?fo/C7 5/7, C7 ftC^ $/7 771 777/7 1 "7/^ member "37/771 

7/71 TCTfl — "7/771 57//:$ ^7/f7 71, ^ T’/C^ „ "7l/:777 7^, 7F/7 ^7//:^ 

7/7 1 «r/*fl 7f7 Education Mini8tervfi7 ^ 77m ^7^ C77i:7 $/7 57 ( 

"7/f7 "37/7/7 Opposition PartyC7 77f^ 71 7^7/7 C7t 77l 7m CTm $/71 C77 
7*f77/7 57 ^7t $7/7R$ 7/tm7 C7/7 C77 7/;7/7 7/ft^ 71 7m I 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SiDDIQI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, to 
uddn^as the House at this fag end of the day is a bit discouraging and 
the otlier reason for discouragement is that I cannot take tbe Hon*ble 
the Finance Minister to task entirely. This budget is not bis, but I 
think the policy behind it is his and the few observations that I may 
be allowed to make in the House to-day will be with regard to that 
policy. 
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Sir, he tells us that he has formed the bud^fet for the “prevention 
of panic and alarm” but I S4^ that the wlnde of his budget is developed 
in panic and alarm of the most depressing character. “The nature of 
a war budget” must include the civil requirements of the population 
al.so. He should realise that war to-day does not mean only the 
soldier in the field but also the worker in the factory and the worker 
in the field of agriculture. He has, therefore, to provide and jdan the 
whole economic program im* in a manner that would help the j)rogrea8 
of war and in j^articular satisfy the needs of all. “Normal standards 
of peacetime budgeting” he lias given up and he has also given up, 
what we hftve In'en accustomed to call “nation-building activities”. 
I am siir])ii.MMl, Sir, that he considers nation-building as something 
different from nation-saving. To me nation-building is nation- 
saving, because unless you prepare your peoi)le for ('ivil Defence no 
less than Military Defence \ou will be able to do nothing. He calls 
us a “non-combatant poi>ulation“ and he seems to be satisfied that he 
has provided a financial programme for a non-combatant population. 
I would advise him strongly not to be led away by benedictions 
showered upon him from the block to my left. Their outlook on our 
finances i.9' diflerent ; their outlook on our ideals is different. AVe do 
not feel as they have anted us to do. We want to build in our (►wn 
way. It is surprising, it is almost pitiabb* that in the name of (livil 
Defence, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has “bid adieu” to the 
entire nation-l)uildin^ ])rogramme of a nation of over 50 million i>eople. 

May I, Sir, draw his attention to certain aspects (»f our prditical 
economy which have not received that attention at ]jis hands, which is 
essential. For instance, we have not only to feed a huge population 
but also to provide for the fighting forces. I hope he will consider 
this problem in conjunction with the problem of jute cultivation. 
For reasons Imst known to (jovernment, and ag^iq^t good advice, the 
restriction last year was only to the extent of one-third. It was 
wrong. It was bad in iJiincijjle and lacking in for(‘sight ; .‘17 laklis of 
acres will give us lt?5 lakhs of bales of jute. Where arc we going to 
sell this huge outj)ut AVorld markets have contracted and the con- 
traction is growing from day to day. He lias told us, that the tax 
on the sale of raw jute is a “welcome and muc.h-ne<‘ded addition to 
the resources of the Government”. He will hr* acting unwisely if he 
puts the income from it in the common pool for the simple reason that 
prices of jute are boumUHo go down. Government will have to come 
into the market to buy the surplus stock to stabilise prices. If 
Government is going to become a buyer then this income from the 
Jute Sales Tax will be a very valuable asset. Consequently, if the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister combines his jute policy with the general 
agricultural policy, and reduces the acreage under jute cultivation to 
the lowest possible minimum commensurate with the maximum require- 
ments of the mills, be will at once realise that the areas given up by 
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jute would bocome available for the cutivation of foodstuffs, parti- 
rularly rice. Sai^ron and Rangoon are closed to us. We have to 
produce our normal quantity and also what we used to import. That 
being so, liow are we going to feed our people who were dependent on 
imported rice. Tberefore, my suggestion is decrease the acreage under 
jute, increase tlie acreage under foodstuffs and save the people of 
Bengal if nation-saving has any meaning at all. 

There is another asjM'ct of tin* situation whicli again he has missed. 
How are we going to bring the foodstuff's that we need to the centre 
from the int<*riory Tlie load on tlie carrying capacity of%he railways 
has increased consiiho'ably. ruder certain conditions the railways 
will become unavailable for non-militarv ])urposes. In such circum- 
stances, I would very strongly urge upon the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister to call a committ4‘e of experts and search for new avenues 
of transj)nrt, to open ]iew roads and waterways. Government should 
concentrate on the problem of more and more transportation by water 
throughout Thmgal. We cannot sit idle and go on saying that there 
is a war on and ther<*fore let us spend nione\ on A.R.P. and other 
Civil l)ef(‘nce measures and the j)eople will feed themselves. That is 
not what w'e want. 

I know that schemes have Ikhmi ])ut into operation to kcH'p our 
working classes at their jobs. The Hon 'hie the Finance Minister 
sluuild have known iluit there has been an apprei;iahle migration from 
the cities to the (‘ountryside. Tliat will bring about economic disloca- 
tion at botli ends and, what is worse, it will put a heavier burden on the 
officers of 1 aw and order. Added to that, I doubt if the Hon’ble 
Minister has been made aware of the terrible ('ondition in which wo 
find the weaving .section of our people to-day. Thousands upon 
thousands are ^^aIfdering about foodless and penniless. There is a 
famine in vain, dlie Hon’hle Minister has reduced his demand under 
“Famine”, “to the normal precautionary figure of 2A lakhs”, in the 
expectation that there nill he no cyclones or devastating floods this 
year hut the famine condilion.s j)revailing among the weavers of 
Hengnl, demand his inum'dlate attimtion I'he advisability of suj)ply of 
yarn or, failing that, prodticing our owp, ha^ to he studied seriously 
aful these men saved from sl.nv.it iorj and annihilation. 

it is the duty, even a war-time duty, of the Cabinet to find yarn, 
both cotton and jute, for the.se helpless iH'ople. If the raillowners of 
Ahmedahad, Bombay and Nagpur cannot supply it, the Government of 
India should he pressed and the legitimate needs of Bengal provided 
for, otherwise with labour migrating to the districts and the districts 
already possessing tlioiisands upon thousands of unemployed men, there 
is bound to In* trouble. If you want to avoid mischief and have peace, 
please keep men engaged, employed and busy, else you are asking for 
trouble. 
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As regal uni of 4 crores for Civil Defence, the division is 

haphazard. “Stirrup-pumps, respirators, helmets and eye-shields” and 
a thousand and one other articles are going to cost Rs. 49 lakhs while 
“persons rendered lioineless", and definitely foodless, clothless and 
almost lifeless, are going to get Rs. lo lakhs. These allocations have 
to 1 m‘ reconsidered. 1 know. Sir, the exj>ert is the bane of a Minister. 
He comes with all the dignit\ ot a demi-god and the result is that the 
Minister does not use his o^^ n judgment. Reconsider the whole divi- 
sion ot 4 crores proviiled tor in the budget Tlie ('oniim*rcial communitv 
of C’alcutta does loit lo<ik with favour U])on it. 

Sjieakiirg from anotluo- angle. I would draw tin* alt<‘ntion of the 
Hon ble th(‘ finance Minister to the probiem of subsidising industries, 
jiart i( ulai 1_\ cotta<^<‘ and minor indtistries. He himself has ix*p(*ated in 
several jilaces in liis hinamdal Statement that “income-tax receipts 
have imjnoved owing mainh to the exjiansion of industrial activities.” 
If that i.s so, for goodiK'Ss' .sak(‘ <*iicourage industries, subsidisK^ them 
and thus increase your income Treat agrii'ulture as an indust r\ for 
here there will be no rentre to share \our n*vi*nues. 

(At this stage the him* liglit was lit.) 

May I have some mon* time, Sirr' 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER? Will two minute.s more be enough? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SiDDIQI? A bit tonger. Sir, I am now 
speaking on the economic side of the problem. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: IMease go on. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: T am trying to be as brief as 
possible. I shall not take more time than ns abaidutely iH'cessary. 

Sir, the Hon'ble the Finance Minister has given up the ghost when 
he tliinks that Rs. IHo lakhs is “heav\ borrowing”. Bengal produced 
10 crores in one week. Why can’t he borrow, borrow and borrow? 
Let him take -*> crores, if nee<l be, and let all that mone> be put to what 
he likes to call “nation-sjjving”. Hesitation w'ill lead us nowhere. 
Borrow and subsidise industry for therein lies the panacea for all our 
present ailments. You must jiroduce foodstuff and you must jiroduc© 
the other necessities of life. As I have .said, the worker in the field i« 
as im[U)rtant as the soldier in the battle-field. I must, I think, curtail 
my remarks. 1 was very anxious to draw the attention of the Finance 
Minister to many aspects of the economic situation to-day which have 
not received his proper attention. 

The next point to which 1 want to draw bis attention is the demand 
for 2 lakhs for taking under the care of Government the “ffotgam” a# 
he has put it, the floating and pavement population of Calcutta. Om 
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behalf of the city, I not only congratulate him, Sir, but I offer him our 
sincere sentiments of gratitude. The war, if it has not done any good 
elsewhere will, hy the elimination of the beggars and vagrants of 
Calcutta, from our streets, have done immense good to our city. 

There is no provision in the budget for the much-discussed Secondary 
Education Board, neither is there any indication for the implementing 
of the recommendations of the Land Revenue Commission. Are we to 
understand that both these have vanished into thin air never to be 
heard of again ? 

The last i)oint I would like to mention is the provision of Rs. 1 
lakh for the promotion of communal harmony. The Hon'ble Minister’s 
appeal for communal harmony cnnnot and should not go unheard. It 
must touch a responsive cliord in the heart of every w^ell-wisher of the 
country. I wisli he had left this part of the job to some one else. 
Words of such high im])ort from his mouth do not seem to ring true. 
The realisation has dawned upon him rather late in the day. After 
four years of tliunder and fire, was it the blood of the Bhagalpur 
martyrs or the agony of the fall of Singapore that created this meta- 
morphosis I'' We note an ecjually sudden and astonishing change of 
outlook in his opposite numlK*r, tlie Leader of the Progressive Party. 
This change of heart in tlie twin votaries of discord and disharmony 
and their transformation into the heavenly twins of accord and harmony 
would have Ikhui w-cdcome to the people of Bengal and not suspect in 
their eyes, had. it not coincided with the chatge of Government. 
Muslim T>eaguers do not need appeals to further the cause of harmony 
for it is one of the fundamentals of their j)olitical crt^ed and programme 
in peace time as well as otherwise. May I repeat to him the old 
saying “Physician lieal thyself” and add “address thy appeals to those 
thou hast gathered into thy fold”? 

The Hon’ble Minister is new to Indian politics. His colossal 
ignorance of the many Lnity Conferences, held over a period of 25 
years, aj)iH*ars to be the only apology for the demand of a hundred 
thou.sand rupees. Had (landhiji known that only one lakh of ruppes 
were going to work the miracle in Bengal, he would have given a 
crore to spread its beneficial influence all over India. Communal 
harmony cannot be bought in the market for money. 

We on this side of the House ha\e been led to the conclusion that, 
whatever the designation, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is the 
de facto Prime Minister of Bengal. His word is the law for, among 
the whole crowd of ex-Iicaguers and ex-Congressmen, he alone appears 
to have acted up to his ideals and gained his cherished objective. I 
believe he can put an effe<*tive check to the vagaries of a disturbed mind 
driven to de.speration. The Hon’ble the Prime Minister de jure, 
actuated by sentiments of anger and revenge generated by his exposure, 
is out for the blood of those who have exposed him. To appeal for 
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amity and concord and simultaneously to allow a colleague to run riot 
with one’s good intentions is pitiable. My advice to the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister will bt* — “Keep your dummy leader chained to the 
Presidential Chair of the Council of Ministers. Stop the abuse of the 
Defence of India Act and the rules made under it. Release the boys 
imprisoned by him and tell the memberH of the public services, high 
and low, that they will interfere with the rights of freedom of speech 
and frtvdom of association, of the Muslim section among the citiaens 
of Bengal, at their peril.” ’If the.se stej)s are not taken, I assert, with 
all the vehemence I comiuand, that your pious ho]>es will hear no 
fruit. Instead of communal harmony you will get civil commotion. 
You are asking for trouble and you will get it. In Islam the doors of 
iatthn, repentencc, are never closed against the penitent and 1 expect 
the same theory h(»ld.s good in regard to praynshrJnt. Tvct there be a 
cleansing of hearts. If you mean what you say, go ahead full steam. 
I a.ssure you we shall watch your efforts and endeavours and experiment 
with sympathy and genuine friendshij*, hut whatever you do, please do 
not let the money di.sa]>pear through the Progressive Party sink, to 
attract fresh recruits to the army of the.se so-called u])holders of com- 
munal harmony or. in the alternative, do not let the amount pass 
tljrough the hands of doubtful individuals and unknown agencies into 
chanmds other than those chalked out by the Finance Department. 

1 ma> also leconnnend that all the items of the budget w'ill retjuire 
the Ilon’hle Finance Minister t(» sit as the ShesJi nay on the dhan of 
Bengal. There are avenues through which (’ontractors and jmrticularly 
the introducers and intermediaries of contractors run away with the 
money we can ill-afford to spare. I liave faitli in tlie llon’ble the 
Finance Minister whom 1 have called the dc facto Prime Minister of 
Bengal. Will he save us from these vultures ^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. I shall have to accom- 
modate yet four speakers for tliis day and I hoi)e honourable members 
will uot take more than five minutes each. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE : inrm 

to ^ ^ toon i to 

(71 tof ’TORf 

^ b iiPr?rBr 

to o irtJi to ^nr i 

*f5T TT? ^ TOTtTO Wff- 

TO ton ’VTCOT ^ 8 ’^Bn tore?! 
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^ (Policy) tpsfe ^ I 

UTO ^ C? ^Itr^Rf^, ^W^TT ^ 

TO y’rs «ttr? ^trsrcfe^ c^TO ^tc^^itHi 

tflTO^ C^t<f ^ I (ilTft fW ^trsTfF^I C^tr? Cifsfl TO 

Cjsftft C^Z^ TOt? Sales Tax Raw Jute Sales Tax TOfi 3tr^ (71 
t[f%TO 'TO^ ' 2 ^tTOOT rr ??3 TOf% 3 r«f^ Wsl TOt^ TO 

WS^: (7\ TOOf ?[f%TO^ ^ CTO^T 3 )^;t ^ I 

fro '^2 (TT Sales Tax Raw Jute Sales Tax 

femfroaf ^&?i to 151 m, <ij c-’fc^ (tt TO«n^ tocu (?r^ ^ 

'il^* TOP^fFT^ (T^TOC^^ (Cheers), ^<T’ 

deficit ^] vm (71 f^f“F3^I 

'TOs ?TO TO?i ^ <itft (ti, ^ fVfTO fMYtft to i 
T t 9 f fksR 'TO €t?l TOt^ TO ^ 

f^C’^lf^Titl ^^^ITO" (^t*l (7T^ (Cries of 

“Hear, hear”) | TOCRTl ^ %P? TOTC^^ (71 ^^TOsr&^ Nation-saving 

War budget — ^ ^ ^ TOf I 8 (T^l?! &tn ^^TOf TOW I 

TO flftM TOtWTO fiTTO ^ tjTiTO TO71 TO (71 iTOl — 

United Kingdom ^^1 TOT (7r*t — TO TOTTO '^•IT 

TO (71^ I 'ilfrtTTF War Budget ^r?n (OTl TO 

vil?* Nation-saving ^ 8 C^tf^ i?W^ Zj (T^tfi^ 5^ — 

- ^Cq ' ^ '®TTf^ ^ ^ ^ TO ^ (CYies 

of “Hear, hear”), ^TTF Nation -saving ^ TO (Tlt^- 

*fTO m (71 (.TOT?! ^^TT ^ ^ ^171 

TOW, TO CTON ^ni c^. i|^'4l (7T^ (?TtTOm “flfes 

to; TOq* — -i]^ (?^^ (TOn:^ ^ ?<] (TftTO TOR^ 

^■TO ^ first aid centre demolition squad ^^-5^ 

ambulance K 'JWTO 4lt,'i|/< 0 (.^tlE 

51 TO ( 7 flW ^ TO (TOtW =51 ftro (TO ( 71 ^ ^tro ^ 

(Pff TOl tpTTO?’ ^TtTO ^*11 f%^ (T^'jr^ Tin 00 i?T^l 

shelterii]^ ^STT I ^ TTTIW CvfCq*'' 

C?^ ^ C^ (7P^ ^«f"T7r^C^ TOS 

(3^1 TOW 1 ^00 TO ^ijtCTO TO^T 

f^*T C^i (tjfd RCHH**t^ '*lT3R*T TP^Fl 

01 ^ ^ 'ilCTO TO. (TOT (? 5 tl^l TO TO TOT 

01^ '^r*rff c9r'Tw*--^f<t*T httc*^ tprstw^ t 5^ *f<4iii ?r c*r 

TO cvtS TO CTO« €?qRftT c^rfhj 
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I '^STot^, financial stringency R|’I1>C"I^ ^STt^ ^ I ^tW 

^Tn'^ air raid C^JI^ 

^r5lC3 C>tr5T 2?r?n^ ^ f^ air raid 

shelter tfofe tfTS I (TT^ftC^ ^vt'f^ofT ^ 4 ^* 

^ ^iTfe b^iio ’‘„ f^rs ^t*rr 

4Cn iftfto l shelter 

'^Tt^ 4^ ^1 war hudget4 

^stTc^f '®rt^ n c^ frt^i ^^us\ k (TFtf 

c^ TO ^?Hr3 i;Trrf?r to 7 ’^ toi ^8 c^ ITOn 
C^fTO I 'il TOTtH (7T Sfes •i]^ TO^ 

TO TTi — iTO ^ ^r3 m 4^i?i ^5rftf%T5 ^fro^^TOi TOn f^, (7i 

air raid 71[ ^ I51 C'-^C^ protection C*fiTO ^ 

TO ^^TOtft (71 W.'<'^ 

CTO (?!PTO 7S^ TOTO <tCS^Cft ^TOf CTOC^ ^0 =91 

'^H C^tff ^ 4 fi-r3 7‘^ I TOC^ TO (TT^fTl TO^n (TT^^ Tfl 

TOi to:?; TOi f% Wf I ^ ^TO:?i 

CTOfW (71 ^ CTO^ CTO TOTI ^#j-f7) cW(iV], TO CTOF 

C'fti^ill il=9* ^C5^ 'TOTOF tfro" ^'STl — 4 TOI 'TOf CTO^ 

tp^FtC^ ®^TOt^^TO morale 'olcTO •ft^fTOF ■tf^C’t TOH TOTTOT W'H I C^t^ C5^ 
TO f^ 1 -hIc^ To ■51 TOTOT'^C^ =91i (7^](7l TOf, 

^f%TOTO CTOr?^ TO TO'4 K^ ^tTO ^ CW'S^l 

7’5T I TO w.^ TOi =TtfTO^ %:?1TO TOttfTO^ fTOtfei; 4=Tr ^fir^ti^i 
TO^TOto 'sr^f^TO TOi-^f%TOi TO I TO (?t ^to ttt ^rsit -^sf^TO 

ntyTTOi v(t^< r?r5 TO tt totitf TO ^TOrii c'^^i^ P^fcTr 
"sTO TOK rcTO^ 1 ^ toTO TO (7i TO ^TO*^ 

layman TO r3 CTOfe^ C^ TOTO ^TOtTO TO TO’PT 'dp^ TOn TO ^TO 

^r^PTO 7T — (71 '>r3‘'f"n‘’T^ ^fsRs^tc^ J?TO to — (TT 

5f*)T TOn ^TOf^ ; ^rz tots 7?r ^TSjPcnrTO 

^TOl TO, TOtC'PJ TO§ ^fTO:‘=t 'TOPT f%*UTO^ ^ 1 

^1^C=T (TTT^TO ’=TO^lf5 CTO t^'CTO^ 77 pT 'il=9* ’CT 7C»F 

C^ TOT ft7t7 ?fCTOJ( ^ I TO TO ^ TOTBPr TO’^ 

TOtC^i TOC^R C^ TO? TOTO^ air raid protection 71 C7TO ^Jpsf 
^«T #C«iy ^"1.1!^ ^ttlTR 71 ^STO ^StTl p5F 7CW 7CW 7^ 7l47t71 ^ltWl7 STO 
Wf (y c i lf C ^H ? CTO%5R <^l!Wt7 TfPlC^ CT^ttUT TOR TOR TO- 
TOTOR !jf7TOl 77FR W7T TOl ♦ffiRtC^f «r raid -iWtir ^77^ RTIRT 
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protection fiF ^ Po 

fV ^ (7T? ’PT® lil^ ^ ? 3rpr ^RT ? 

(7T^ !fPr^ ^^nPrr *rflt Ptr Rstc^, air raid 

shelter ^TTPR tftft ’SPH oq?: TOT ^ ^ 

^ >3^ ?(1%51 (TFlOT ^ 3Tt^ ^tfeOR:^ (7^ TO 

^5^ 0*41!/^, ^Jjiwc^i^ '^tc^t«l»i ''Gj ftc^lC'o^ tffe fi^lbRl^ 
; '^'S (Tr^ftr^ c^ ^ i ^ 

<?Fi-^<itrim ^jpn<mrr-t<r i firs to -ttroRi 

fro (^fi ^TpTT ’ttf^ ^ f%^) 

'il^ ’ftff— ^fiSfig ^ <^Vs TOF ^ ’Itf 

'<ii^ (7rt'5f*fiT;'sf?f ^ (Tptc^ firs lii'^Prs <^3^* 

fm fitfiR 57 i ^3 ^TWotr^ ^5tOT tff^ 

TO^fel R=it^ I ^ ^fi fiPTC^ tf^ 

^3?11 ^ ^ I ^ 

(At this sta^^(‘, Mr. Dhiivndra Nath Sen rose to speak.) 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Sen, I hope you will finish within 
five minutes. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN; Mr, Deputy ‘Speaker, Sir, I rise 
to congratulate the Hon'hle Finance Minister on the budget that he has 
pre.sented Ix'fore tlie Hous<*, He had to face a situation which, to quote 
his own words, “is without parallel in the liistory of our country”. 
Our resources are limited, but the need for civil defence is great. The 
compromise which the Finance Minister has effected between these two 
extremes is admirable. There are, a.s is naturally to be expected, no 
grandiow^ schemes for nation-building services. We cannot blame the 
Hon'hle Finance Minister for this. When the war is raging next to 
our door every little }H*nny must be saved and pooled to protect our 
civilian jmpulation. That is all that the Provincial Government can do. 
•**.,, 

The lion’ble Finance Minister has told us that there will be a deficit 
of 1 crore and o lakhs on the Itevenue Account. The deficit is no 
doubt accountable, in a very large measure, to the huge increase of 
exjKuiditure for civil defence. 

The arrangement which has been arrived at with the Central Gov- 
ernment in regard to the expendituix' on civil defence undoutedly 
reduces the relative burden of the Provincial Government. But we 
cannot help feeling and feeling very strmigly that the deficit on the 
Eevenue Account would have been considerably lighter had we got 
our fair share of the income-tax. The Niemeyer Award arranged for 
the distribution of income-tax receipts in the following way. Fifty 
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per cent, of the total receipts from personal income-tax was distribut- 
able to the provinces provided the receipts from income-tax plus the 
railway contribution came up to 13 crores. If it was less than 13 crores 
the (lefiiiency was deducted from the 50 per (‘ent. of the receipts of 
personal income-tax distributable the provinces. Conditions have, 
however, changed considerably since the days of Sir Otto Niemeyer. 
Income-tax receipts have soared up very hijjh, thanks to the stimulus 
received 1>\ tlie industries due to the war. Th<‘ railway contribution 
has also increased as a result of increasiiifj revenue receijits from the 
railway‘d Tliis year the railways will Ih‘ enjoyinp^ a surplus of 28 
cron*'- Yet the Ontral (rovernment is deductin^^ a bi^ slab of a flat 
sum of Its. 4^ crores from tlie 50 per cent, of the income-tax receipts 
payable to tlie jirovinces. In tlie ca.se of Bengal, (he question of our 
legitimate sliare of irfcome-(a\ feathers a fresh emphasis since our n*ceipt 
of jvite f'xport dut^ has b«‘en decliimif^ pro^iessi vely as a result of the 
war. I know that the lioirble Finance Minister has no hand in the 
matter as to how the.se income-tax recei])ts will be doled out in a parti- 
cular waA . Due allowance must also be made for Jthe fact tliat the 
lioirble Finance Minister has In^en in office only for the last tw'o 
months. But I would like to jioint out to him, not as a critic but as 
one tryiiip* to lielp him, that the need for making? strong representa- 
tions on the matter before the Central fiovernment has become more 
imperative and urjj^ent. I should also like to enqdiasise the need for 
econ«mi\ in re^^ard to ex]H*nditure on #?eneral administration. I know 
that the present Ministry is shouldering the legacy of the })aHt fyr 
this. But 1 hope that in the coming year they will spare n(> efforts 
towards this end. Ruthless elimination of all waste and extravagance 
is one of tlie strongest bulwarks against the gigantic external menace 
which faces us to-day, I am glad to note that tlie present Ministry is 
not emulating the example of their predec^essor in the matter of going 
up to the heights of Darj(H*ling to refresh tlieir hard-worked mind and 
body. 

Now, Sir, coming to the (juestion of exjienditure, 1 have no mind 
to criticise ex}>enditure on civil defence*. On the contrary, J whole- 
heartedly support the enormity of this grant which has reached the 
classical figure of Rs. 4 crores and odd. The grant of 30 lakhs for 
shelters is a welcfime item. T hope the contractors for the work will 
be well-chosen and tlieir work properly supervised. We are very hadly 
in need of strong shelters. I must frankly say that the past Ministry 
has left us in the lurch as regards this. But, Sir, I must confess tliat 
I am a little disappointed and in fact frightened to find no particular 
provision for the protection of trade, industry and commerce. Bengal 
and specially our city ha.s . of late developed into an industrialised 
province. There are a large number of major industries and hundreds 
of small ones employing a very considerable amout of labour all 
around us. I do not propose to bore the House wdth the relevant 
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fil^ures and statistics. They require for their survival and prosperity 
a steady flow of raw materials, a large fund of fearless labour and an 
uninterrupted facility for quick and speedy transportation of their 
finished jjroducfs. Any infliction of war, say an air-raid or a nuisance 
raid, whalever you may call it, may very readily paralyse these three 
vilal arteries of their life. 

(Here the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed his 
seat.) 

Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, in rising 
to examine tlm budget estimates of tlie Hon 'hie the Finance Minister, 
1 do not for a moment forget the fundamental fact that this is ait 
emergemy budget, and to 1m* more precise, a war budget. If we remem- 
ber this ba(^kground and examine the ])rovisions against it, I do not 
think we can possibly have many things to s])eak against its general 
framework. This (complexion of the budget is unmistakable and while 
crititcising the provisions we are handicapped by the fact that much of 
the funds provided is meant for meeting the needs of the pre.si*nt 
emergent condition. We are, however, thankful to Dr. Mookerjee 
that he has been bold enough to provide sufficient money for civil 
defence purposes and other protective measures. AVe only hope that 
the money provided would be judiciously spent so that the usual 
practice of throwing good money away to bad cause would md tarnish 
the fair name of the present administration. 

It will appear, Sir, that a very large part of the money provided 
for civil defence goes towards the cost of establishment of A. R. P. 
personnel. Hut so far as my information goevS the Government are 
pursuing a wrong jiolicy in selecting the }H*rsonnel which, it is well 
known, is full of sujierannuated ofticials so long enjoying the peace of 
pensioned life. 1 strongly urge upon the (lovernment to stop this 
policy and to enlist the .services of \ounger men. Further I am of 
opinion that fancy salaries are Ixung ])aid to the A. K. P. staff and that 
for c(»rtain posts two efficient ])ers<ms can easily be secured with the 
large salary that is given to one. 

Sir, 1 cannot however forget that the governing note of the budget 
provisions is the greater importance attached to the urban interests as 
opposed to the rural. There (an be no more wrong policy in a country 
when* villages form the foundations of economic life. The impression 
that Government are more anxious for cities and towns Ulan for the 
dumb millions who live and toil in the villages should not be allowed 
fo grow ; for, needless to say, the countryside has welcomed the present 
Ministry as a peoples’ Government consisting of the natural leader of 
the people. I may, in this connection, point out that owing to mass 
evacuation from Calcutta to the countryside, greater responsibilities 
now devolve rxfon the mufassil towns in the matter of providing for 
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the amenities of life and protection for security. Many towns in the 
mufassil require for instance larger number of beds in hospitals; 
many require larger police force; and most of all, the mufassil area 
requires that local ofiicials should take the non-oflicial public more into 
(“ontidence ami secure their entliusiastic and willing co-f>}H*ration in 
resi>e(‘t of measures of public security. "VVhat therefore I would 
emphasise is ilial, shouhl danger befall us, tlie risk of the countryside 
is as real as in the cities ami peo]>le in tlie countryside have to lose as 
mucli a> ])eoi)le under the sky of the <-ity. While I say this I do not 
f(irget for a moment that in a vast country like ours it is not possible 
to M'ciire saf(*1\ and juovide for defem*e measures of hearths and homes 
only through the (iovernment machinery; what is of equal importance 
ih larger non-otheial and jiubln- co-operation. For bringing about a 
wliole.'.ome atmo>j)l)ere of ]mblic support in matters of civil defence, 
what is ot utmost importance therelon* is a change in the attitude of 
the ofiicials in the interior so that they may learn the wisdom of shak- 
ing ()tl official outlook and taking uj> tlie task of providing for ]>rotec- 
tive measures in the sjurit of ser\ice. I nless then* is jierfect accord 
between tin* officials and the ;M*o]de in the interior of the province 
and mistrust and misund<*rstanding removed, 1 do not think the 
enthusiasm ne(‘essar> for work in th(*se trying times, w'ould be 
forthcoming from either side. I therefore think the Uovernment 
shoubl forthwith ask the officials, jiarticularly in the mufassil, to 
inviti* public co-ojK*ration in matters of civil defence to a much larger 
extent. Let it not In* understood by the mufassil public that civil 
def<‘nce and police work are one and the same tiling. 

For the .spread of primar\ education, Us. b lakhs have b(‘en juovid- 
ed in jmrsiiance of the |)olicy initiated a few years ago. Tins is weleome 
no doubt, but 1 nia> }»oint out that these funds should be sj>ent with 
greater care and witli a gr-eater sense (d responsibility by tlM)s(* wlio 
are ]daced in »haige of ihe scheme, lor rejiorts aie often receive<l 
regariliiig their xsa'-tage and inefficient spending. Keonomy of sjiemf- 
ing is (‘s>eniial for iIkuc b\ moie funds may lie uvailalile for the purjiose 
of spreading edmation thnmghonl the areas. 

{.Vl this stage ilo* member leaeheif his lime-liinit but was allowed 
to eontinue for one minute more.) 

^^Mlat 1 mean is that in many aieas, My iiiensi ng-fi for instanee, 
mueli money is wasted on non-essential item.s or through defeedivi* 
purchase of office equipments and all that. 

The provision of one and a half laklis for the a<lvaneeim*nt of the 
education of the mem tiers of Seloufuled Castes is al.so welcome, hut in 
this case I should say that the sum i.s inadequate for experience has 
shown that the special officer appointed to supervise the work cannot 
meet the urgent demands from different parts of the country\ The 
needs of the Scheduled Caste boys are increasing day by day and it 
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would be very appropriate if more funds were allotted for the purpose, 
and recurring monthly grant-in-aid to middle English and high English 
schools are urgently required. 

The provision of a sum of lis. 1 lakh in order to promote communal 
harmony has really been a timely measure and I am glad that my 
suggestion so ^often rep<*ated in the ])re8s has been accepted by the 
Cabinet. The Punjab Government gave the lead and now the move 
taken by the Bengal Government will be very much appreciated all 
over the country. Communal bickerings have been the very canker 
of our social life in Bengal and if a well thought-out programme and 
sclieme is formulated and worked in an appropriate manner, there is 
no reason why the relations lH‘tween the two communities should not be 
cordial and healthy. Tlie (jovernment have had to spend quite large 
sums for the unfortunate communal riots at Dacca and it is therefore 
very desirable that we should adopt healthy measures to eliminate the 
possibility of the recurnuice of such events in Bengal. My friend 
Mr. Abdul Hamid of the Opposition contended in this House 

(At this stage the member having ix^aclied the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 


Adjournment. 


It being 12-5 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 8-3(1 a.m, on Tuesday, the 24th 
February, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday^ 
the 24th February, 1942, at 8-30 a.m. 

Present: 


Mr. Deputy St)eaker (Mr. Syed Jaialuddin Hasiiemy) in the Chair,. 
7 Hon’ble Ministers and 205 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Notice issued by District Magistrate of Noakhali. 

•63. Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be ideased to state whether 
the District Magistrate of Noakhali had issued any notice, dated the 
16th January, 1942, publishe<l in the Mill Press regarding receptdoit 
to some of the Hon’bfe Ministers? 

(h) If 80, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table 
a copy of the notice in question ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME and PUBLICITY DEPART* 
MENTS (the Hcn’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) Yes. 

(6) A copy has been placed on the Library Table. 

Nawabzada K. NASARULLAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any instruction was given by the Government 
to the District Magistrate to issue such notice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. 

NaMfatxada K. NASARULLAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government approve ol the action of the 
District Magistrate in issuing such notice ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is too vague a question, 
for me to answer. 
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Maulvf ABOUL LATIF BISWAS; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pieased to state whether he issued any direction to the District Magis- 
trate to issue a notice like this? 


The Hon’ble Mte A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have already said “no”. 

Mau^vi mWlUL XATIF BISWAS: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the District Magistrate had externed and 
interned persons who expressed their willingness to violate that notice? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That (jnestion does not arise. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Iloirble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has taken any action regarding the issue of 
this norice by the District Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not see anything 
criminal in this notice. 


Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: It apiiears from the notice which 
1 shall read 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your question ? Please put your 
question first. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: My question is this, Sir. It 
nppenrs from tile notice that if anUaxly do(‘s not join the recejition of 
the Hon’ble Minister and his colleagues, he will be dealt with under the 
Emergency Act. That is the notice. That is why I want to read 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is the question? Please put the 
question first. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: It appears that the District 
Magistrate enjoined all to accord reception to the llon’ble Minister and 
his colleagues, lie also sa\s that if anybody does anything in viola- 
tion of that, he will be dealt with under the Emergency Act. That is 
why I am putting the ([uestion whether it is the jiolicy of the Goveni- 
numt that anybody who does not give any recejition to the Hon’ble 
Ministers on their visit to any i>articular locality will be dealt with 
under the Emergeuji^y Act. 

Tha Hofl'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The honourable member’s 
knowledge of Bengali is extremely defective. The notice does not 
say anything of that kind. As regards the question itself, the Ministers 
do not care two brass buttons if they are given any reception or not. 
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Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The question's whether the Hon'ble 
Chief Minister justifies the action mi the District Magistrate in issuing 
a notice which is practically a command on the i)eople to come ami 
receive the Ministers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; Oiit"i)f cOwfesy to Sir 

Kaziniuddin, I shall read one or two sentences tfd^n the re|X)rt which 
ha^ l)een 8iil)mitted by the District Magistrate in obedience to my desire 
that the whole matter should be placed before me. He says “My w'arn- 
ing notice (copy enclosed) on the eve of the Chief Minister’s visit to 
Noakhali has unfortunately l)een misunderstood. The oicasioii for this 
warning notice was the issuing of leaflets immediately preceding the 
dates of the visit by one Maulvi Majubur llahman who distributed 
broad^'ast inciting the Muslim ina8.^es bV appealing to their communal 
passions asking them to observe collective hartal and show disresj^ect 
to the Ministers by hostile demonstrations. I considered that this 
action w^ould lead to a breach of the peace and 1 considered it my duty 
to issue the notice which I did.” As regards ibe question put by Sir 
Kazimuddin I may tell him that I strongly deprecate action on the part 
of District Magistrates io go out of their way to organise receptions in 
favour of the Ministers and he w'ill be glad to hear that 1 have personally 
written letters to all the District Magistrates not to indulge in matters 
of this kind. 


Officers under Forest and Excise Departm^t. 

•64. Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Forest and Excise Dejiartment l>e pleased to state, clatfs 
by class, — 

(fl) the present number of officers other than clerks in the Forest 
Department in the Province; 

(b) the number of — 

(1) Muslims, 

(%) Scheduled Castes, ai^d 
(3) Caste Hindus, 
amongst them; and 

(c) thcf number of such officers appointed on p&nanent basis since 

Ist April, 1938, from — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Scheduled Castes, and 

(3) Caste Hindus? 
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MINISTER in chSTge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’Me Mr. Upendr# Nath Barman): A statement fur- 
nishing the required information is laid on the Table. 

Statement referred to in reply to starred question ^o. 64. 

(a) The present number of officers other than clerks in the Forest 


Department in the Province of Bengal — 

Imperial Forest Service Officers ... 16 

Bengal Forest Service (New) ... 9 

Bengal Provincial Forest Service (Old) ... 5 

Subordinate Forest Officers (permanent) ... 223 

Subordinate Forest Officers (temporary) ... 138 


(b) The number of (1) Muslims, (2) Scheduled Castes and (3) Caste 


Hindus among them — 

Imperial Forest Service Officers — 

Muslim ... 1 

Sclieduled Castes ... Nil. 

('aste Hindus ... 5 

Btuigal Forest Service Officers (New) — 

Muslims ... 2 

Scheduled Castes ... Nil. 

Caste Hindus ... 6 

Bengal Provincial Forest Service Officers (Old) — 

Muslim ... 1 

Scheduled Castes ... Nil. 

Caste Hindus ... 4 

, Subordinate Forest Officers (permanent) — 

Muslims ... 46 

Scheduled Castes ^ ... 10 

Caste HindtIs ... 159 

Subordinate Forest Officers (temporary) — 

Muslims ... 61 

Scheduled Castes • . ‘ . „ ■ jg 

Caste Hindus ' ... 57 



1942 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


270 


(c) The number of such officers appointed on permanent basis since Ist 
April, 1938, from (1) Muslim!^ (2) Scheduled Castes and (3) Caste 


Hindus — 

Imperial Forest Service Officers — 

Muslims .... Nil. 

Scheduled Castes ... Nil. 

Caste Hindus ... Nil. 

Benjral Forest Service Officers (New) — 

Muslim ... 1 

Scheduled Castes ... Nil. 

C'aste Hindus ... 1 

Beiij^al Provincial Fore.st Service Officers (Old) — 

Muslims Nil. 

Scheduled Castes ... Nil. 

Caste Hindus ... Nil. 

Subordinate Fore.st Officers (permanent) — 

Muslims ... 10 

Scheduled Castes ... Nil. 

C^iste Hindus ... 13 

SulK)rdinate Forest Officers (temporary) — 

Muslims ... 42 

Scheduled Castes ... 7 

Caste Hindus ... 34 


Bdbu MADHU8UOAN SARKAR: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason for the imucity of Scheduled Oaste officers 
in the Department ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: How can he say that? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: This is u compila- 
tion of fijifures from the l)eginning‘ of the services. 

Mr. RASIK UAL BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased 
to state ^hat action he is tukirij? since he has fotlnd that the ratio tof 
appointments given to the Schetluled Castes has been very much lower 
than what has been decided by the Communal Ratio^ules? 

Tht Hon’Mt Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: 1 prestime that 

the honourable member is referring to answer (c). 
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Mr. RA»IK LAL BiaWAS: Yes. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr, UPENDRA NATH BARMAN; That shows the 
iiuinl)pr of officers in the service after the Communal Uatio Rules have 
been brought into force. 

Mr, RABIK LAL BISWAS: When the number is not according to 
the ratio fixed for the Scheduled Castes community, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action he is taking to fill up the defi- 
ciency in the number since he has taken up the office? 

The Hofl’ble Mr, UPENDRA NATH BARMAN; As regards action 
to l)e taken, certainly it will be done according to the Communal Ratio 
Rules. 


Abolition of local boards in Jessore district, 

•66, Mauivi SERAJUL ISLAM: (a) Will the HoiCble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and liocal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state whether the local Ix^ards of the distri(‘t of Jessore have 
been totally abolished ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister he pleased to state — 

(t) when the next direct election to the Jessore District Board will 
take pla<*e ; and 

(fV) when delimitation of new constituencies will be taken up in the 
said district? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me Mr, Santoeh Kumar 

Basu): (a) Yes. 

(h) The local officers have l>een asked to formulate delimitation pro- 
posal and to submit the same to Government. On receipt of the 
proposal, it will be examined and order will be issued as expeditiously 
as possible. General election will be held after orders regarding the 
delimitation of ('oustituencies are issued. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; Will the Hou«ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of asking the respective officers con- 
cerned to consult the local M.L.A.’s in the formulation of proposals 
for the delimitatfbn of constituencies? 


The HOfl’Mi Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I shaU certainly do 
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Mtling of toddy shops in Barraokporo Cirolo. 

•71. Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to 
state what is the pro<'edure adopted in settling the Uiri shops of the 
Barrackpore Circle of 24-Pargana8P 

(b) Whether the same procedure was followed this year? 

(c) Tf not, will the Ilon’ble Minister Ik* pleased to state the reason 
thereof ? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: (a) The shops are 
normally settled by auction. 

(b) and (c) No. Very serious irregularities were discovered in the 
settlements that had been made in the previous tw'o years, and special 
arrangements were therefore made to secure vendors uncoifTiected with 
the previous vendors. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Ilon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state if the Mho])s are settled by jmblic auction, whether 
vendors unconnected with ])revious vendor.s would not be available 

The Hon’Me Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: There was no 
certaintN about that, because if this settlement be made b\ public 
auction, certainly tITen the highest bidder must l>e accejded. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what were the ({notations of last year as well ns of this 
year in connection with the settlement of the tan shops? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the allotment made this year is less than that 
of the previous year? 

The Hon’ble Mr, UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I do not quite 

understand the question. But if by the word “allotment” he means 
the license fees I am in a position to say that so far as license fees are 
concerned, the aini^nt is less than those in previous years, but as 
regards the total revenue it will not be less b<'cause by the present 
settlement we expect much more from the tree tax. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, if the license, fee is less^ how is it possible that tho 
revenue will be more than that of the previous year? 
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The HOfl’hle Mr. UPENORA NATH BARMAN: There are two 
sources of revenue, first the license fees for tari shops and next the tree 
tax. Each shop has to pay a certain amount as license fee but the tree 
tax which is quite a different thing is levied on the trees that are 
operated upon. Itupees three is paid tor each tree and this year we have 
settled the shops with trusted vendors and we exj)ect that as there will 
be no evasion of the tees and that every tree operated upon will be 
actually taxed, the revenue will l>e more than in previous years. 


Detention of certain persons as security prisoners under the Defence of 

India Rules. 

*72. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (o) Will the 
ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(?) that Babus Sushil Chandra Bhattacharya, son of the late Girish 
(4iandra Bhattacliarya, of village Chunta, police-station 
Sarial, district Tippera, and Satyendra Nath Banerjee, son 
of Balm Surendra Nath Banerjee, of Ticatully, Dacca, have 
been arrested respectively at Allahabad and Benares; and 
(ii) that they have been detained as security prisoners under the 
Defence of India Rules at the instance of the Government of 
Bengal ? 

,(h) If the answ'er to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(;) where they are being detained now ; and 
(ii) in wdiai division they have been classified? 

(c) If they are being detained outside the Province, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of getting them transferred to 
Bengal ? 

Tho HOfi’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) and (c) No. 

(6) (i) Fatehgarh Central Prison. 

(if) Class I. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is considering the question of 
getting the Bengalee prisoners transferred from other provinces to 
Bengal ? 
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The Hon’Ma Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I may tell the House that 
Sushil Chandra Bhattauharya has been detained as a security prisoner 
under the orders of the F. P. Government; and Satyendra 5^ath 
Banerjee was arrested by the F. P. jmlice and action has been taken by 
that Government for his detention also as a .security prisoner. The 
whole question is now being considered by all the Provincial Govern- 
ments, and 1 regret I cannot at the present moment give any definite 
answer. 


Banning of religious processions with music before public worship 

places. 

*73. Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRY: (o) Will the Hon Ide Minister 
in charge of the Home Dejiartment be pleased to slate whether any 
circular lias been issued to district officials jirohihiting music at all 
hours of the da\ before all public places of worship? 

(/n If so, when was it issued and wdi v ? 

{c) Is it a fact that a new condition has been inserted in all licences 
for j)r(»ressions to stop music before mosiiues and other jiublic places of 
worshij) at all hours of the day? 

(d) Is it a fact that this condition is also imposed in cases of 
religious processions? 

if) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

{!) whether Hindus in Dinajpur tow’n w’ere compelled tc) abandon 
their Kalitala ('hahhish Praluir Nfigar Ktrtav in (Jhaitra 
last, as they found it impossible to observe this condition; 

{ii) .whether a similar religious jirocession in Dinajpur tow'n had 
to be abandoned on the Ist Baisakh last; and 

(///) whether these religious processions have been important 
annual celebrations of the Hindus of the town for many years 
past ? , 

if) Is the Hon’ble Mirtister aware that the abandonment of these 
processions has been causing discontent amongst Hindus and communal 
unrest in the town ? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, if 
any, he proposes to take for the deletion of the new condition in the 
licence for religious processions? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, these answers were 
prepared by my friend Sir Nazimuddin and I have adopted them as mine. 
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(a) The honourable member is referred to the answer to clause (c) 
of starred question No. 65 delivered in this House on the 8th September, 
1941. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) No, the, condition has always been included in the prescribed 
form of licence. 

(fl) Yes. 

(c) ( 2 ) No. Their leaders had agreed to and had in fact proposed 
the condition included, and they succeeded in preventing the procession 
when they found a number of Hindus unwilling to abide by it. 

(//) No. 

(rii) The Kalitahi Chahhish PraJiar Nn(/(ir Scijihirian appears to 
have been held for many years. 

(/) No. 

{()) None: the condition moreover is not new. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRY: Is it a fact that the Hindus are 
being asked to prove that they have a customary right to play music 
before mos((ues whether the Muslims (d)ject to smdi music or not? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Asked by whom? 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRY: lly the district authorities, accord- 
ing to the circular issued by the last Ministry. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I think no rejily is necessary. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
has said that he has adopted the reply prepared by the ex-Home 
Minister. May I know if there is any deviation from the policy of the 
former (Government ? 

The Hofi’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, no. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether this policy ha# l^en deviated from in Mymensingh? 

The Hon'bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; I am not aware, but I am 
told that the District Magistrate on his own responsibility and in con- 
sultation with the leaders of both the communities had allowed the pro- 
cession along the route which was not allowed before. This would be 
in contravention of the policy which has been adopted by Government 
up till now. The District Magistrate did it on his own respopsibility 
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and in accordance with the decision arrived at in consultation with local 
leaders. The whole question is being: considered, and I hope a satis- 
factory solution will lye arrived at si> that these disputes will not arise 
in future. 

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDINs Will the Ifon’ble Chief Minister 
be pleased to state whether his attention has been drawn to the state- 
ment issiied by the Muslim leaders strongly repudiating the statement 
made by the Chief Minister on the floor of the House that anything^ 
which ^as done in resi>ect of the taking out of that proicssiou was done 
with their consent? 


The Hofl’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My attention has not In^on 
drawn. If anybody has suggested that it was done at my instance- 
with my knowledge, consent or connivance, it is maliciously false; it 
is a projiaganda against me and nothing else. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Mill the Hon’ble Minister l>e ])leased 
to state whether he has in bis ixjssession a representation of the Muslim 
leaders of Mymensingh protesting against the taking out of such a 
procession ? 

The Hon'ble Mr.* A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I was out on tour. 
(Laughter from the Muslim J.eague benches.) This is no (luestion of 
merry-making. I was out on tour on the 22nd, the date on which tho 
immersion was to take place. On my return to Calcutta I received a 
telegram to the eftect that Muslims are very much agitated against 
the orders that had been pas.-ied by the District Magistrate. T spoke to 
him over telephone and he said, “Although there is some agitation the 
majority of the leaders of l)oth the communities have agreed to the deci- 
sion I have arrived at.“ (A voice from the Mi slim LKAiiuE Benches : 
This is false.) It may l>e false, but that is what tho District Magis- 
trate told me. Then in the afternoon I rang him up again and ho said 
that every thiifg pas^d off smoothly. I personally ver\' much regret 
that the District Magistrati5 should have taken u]K>n himself the respon- 
sibility of making a deviation whkh^was hurtful to the feelings of 
Muslims. 


Mr. Mtf A. H. I8PAHANI: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government supplied two elephants for the Mymensingh 
procession or not? 


The MoiPble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I possess no elephants. 
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Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
state whether the procession was taken out under the protection of the" 
Government armed forces and the whole area was g-uarded by barbed 
wire P 

The HOfl’We^r. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: Sir, I asked the District 
Mag:i8trate when he came to Calcutta on transfer and he told me that 
there were police forces and various strong forces indeed, 

Mfi FAZLUR RAHMAN: And barbed wire alsoP 

The HOfl’hle Mr^ A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: Everything. I asked him 
why he did it. He said, “1 did it in order to prevent any breach of the 
peace”, but there was no indication that it was resented by anybody 
at the time. 

Mr. DEFUTY SPEAKER: Next. 

iHr. FAZLU^ RAHMAN: Sir, may 1 put one (luestion moreP 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, it has been sufficiently discussed. 

Mr. gASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is it ]>ermissible in the House 
to say that all the Government elephants ha\e now been transferred to 
the Opi>ositionP (Laughter.) 

Nawabzada K. NAgARULLAH: There is one elephant with you ! 

Hostel for post-graduate students. ^ 

*74. Mauivi M. MOSLEM ALI MOLL AH: {a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that there is no 
Muslim Government Hostel for the post-graduate students in Calcutta P 

(h) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take in 
the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION, COMMERCE and 
LABOUR DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul 

iKarim): (a) Yes: but there is one under the University of Calcutta 
which was built with Government money. 

(fj) The number of Muslim students reading in the Post-Graduate 
Department of the Presidency College does not warrant the establish- 
ment of anyfcseparate hostel for them. There is, however, arrangement 
for accommodation of these students in the Carmichael Hostel. 
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Mailivi M DDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state what is the number of students reading in the Post- 
graduate Department y 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 ask for notice. 

' Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: What is the aecomnnulatiou of 
the one bo'^tcl under the rniversity of Calcutta which was built with 
Government money'' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: There is sufiicient 
accommodation in the Carmichael Hostel. 

Medical officers (honorary) attached to two hoepitals. 

*76. Mauivi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: (f/) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the l^ublic* Health and l.ocal Self-Govern* 
ment Department be please<I to state — 

(?) the names of medical oHicers (honoiary) who aie attached to 
two (rovernment hospitals at the sime time; and 

(ii) their hour^ of attcjidance in each hospitals 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of abolish- 
ing the system of alfowing one doctor the benefits of hospital service in 
more than one (Tovernmeiit ho.spital? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: A statement is 

laid on the Tabl^. 

(b) No; this i^ not considered necessary so long us the hours of 
work of an officer in different hospitals do not (dash. 
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Dr. NALINAKaHA MNYAL: Has the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister been drawn to the statement printed overleaf — items No. 2— 
Lt.-Col. J. A. Shorten, No. 3 — Dr. Sourin Ghosh, No. 4 — Dr. J. 0. 
Banerjee and No. 5 — Dr. G. Galsiaun and to the corresponding entries 
about the hours of work in the last column which go to show that all 
these officers have overlapping hours of duty? The Hon’ble Minister 
will be pleased to find that against Lt.-Col. Shorten it is stated that he 
has to at lend on Monday and Thursday mornings from 8-30 to 10-30 
and sometimes. later, again returns at 12 noon to do routine office work 
and has again to come in the evening to report on the films taken. 
Although he has no special days allotted, he has also to attend two to 
three times a week in the School of Tropical Medicine and in the Pre- 
sidency General Hospital he si)ends some time nearly every day in 
reporting on the routine work. That shows that nearly ever^^ day he 
has got to do w'ork at two places almost simultaneously on some days. 
Thai is about No. 1. As regards No. 2~l)r. Sourin Gliosh — it is stated 
that he has hours of work every day from 8 to 10-lit) in the Medical 
College Hosjutals and he has got hours of duty from 10-45 till the work 
ia finished at the Sambhunath Pandit Hosintal. Obviously the w'ork 
of the MtHlical College Hospitals, as the Hon’ble Minister knows, does 
not l)egin at 8 a.m. and cannot be finished by 1(1-30. I was just 
wondering if the attention of the Hon’ble Minister has been drawn to 
this state of affairs which goes to sh(>w that the ii.cumWnt.s Nos. 2 and 
4 have got duties simultaneously ovtudapping. 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I do not at present 
concede that the hours do overlap, but there is room for scrutiny, I 
agree. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister been drawn to the case of Dr. Galstaun wliich is much worse? 
He has got to attend every day from 8 a.m. in the morning till the 
work is finislied and again he has got to attend the Presidency General 
Hospital between 8 and 1) and 12 noon and 1 p.m. on Mondays and 
Thursdays and these two hospitals are situated at a ilistanee of more 
than two miles. It is stated that he is a partner of Col. Shorten and as 
be ivS a partner in the medical profession be bas tbe right to take part 
in tbe work of another hospital. Has tbe attention of tbe Hon’ble 
Minister been drawn to this state of affairs? 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Sir, may I rise on a point of information? 
Dr. Galstaun has been in the military service for tbe past 6 months and 
is not in Calcutta. 
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The Hofi’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Dr. (^alstnun in at 
the moment nowhere near the Medical College or anywhere in (’alcutta. 
He is on military duty now and his case was put in at the time when 
the statement was prepared. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; AVill the Hoirhle Minister be 
])leased to state if liis attention has been draa fj to the case of Dr. J. C. 
Banerjee? It is stated that lie has to work every day at the Medical 
College Hospitals and also at the Howrah (feneral Hospital. It is 
stated that his duty at the Medical College Hospitals begins from 8 a.m. 
and his duty at the Howrah (ieneral Hosjiital begins from 12 noon. 
AVill the Hon’ble Minister please enquire or find out if these two duties 
overla]) as it is understood that work in the Howrah (leneral Ho8i)ital 
also begins in the morning' and the work in the Medical College 
Hospitals cannot be finished before 11-80? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U! So far as it appears 
now, there is no overlapping, but if there is any such apprehension, I 
shall certainly look into it. 


8tafr of the Wakf Office, Calcutta. 

•77. Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the Table a 
statement showing the — 

( 1 } names, 

(2) number, 

(3) qualifications, 

(4) salary, and 
(o) home district 

of each of the officers, clerks and typists at present existing in the Wakf 
Office at Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: A statement 
furnishing the particulars is laid on the Table. 
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Matiivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: With reference to the statement 
given, will the Hon'hle Minister he pleased to state if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that no officers or clerks have been appointed 
fiom the district of TipperaH 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: It is there in 
the statement. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: W ith ret(‘reiice to the statement 
laid on the table regarding Inspectors, the {|ualificatioii givcTi against 
No. (7) Mauivi 11. Kahinan TI is “home education". Will the Hon hle 
Minister he pleased to state what does he mean by saying “home 
ed neat ion’’ ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I ask tor notice. 
Prohahl\ h\ “home education" is meant that lu* was not sent to any 
school or college ? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will tin* Ilon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state if the communal ratio in the Sei\ ict‘s Rules is i(dlowed 
in tlie case of appointments und(*r AVakt estates? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Possibly there is a c<uidition ii» the Wakf 
Act that the enij)lo\ees should be Muslims. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Let us have a rep]> tnnn the' 
Hon’ble Minister. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am not prepared 
to answ’er that question, but I think that j)robabl\ that was not main- 
tained. I do not know whether the (\)innnjnal Ratio Rules are appli- 
cable to the.se services. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to ascertain whether, if it is not possible to appoint Hindus 
under Wakf estates, be would consider the desirability of not appointing 
Muslims in the Court of Wards estates belonging to Hindu zemindars? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 shall consider 
iU 
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Appointment of Commercial Tax Officers. 

•78. Mauivi M. MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH; (a) Will the Rou ble 

Minister in charjice of the Finance Department be pleased to lay on the 
Table a statement showing* — 

(i) the number, 

(li) the names, 

(ill) the age, 

(tv) the educational qualifications, and 
(v) the native districts 

of the candidates — 

(1) interviewed, and 

(2) selected for training for ap|)ointmeiit as commercial tax 

officers; and 

(ri) (he minimum educational (jualificalions ])resciil)ed and adver- 
tised for the candidates? 

(h) How maii\ (d‘ the candidates selected lor training are likely to 
be apjx)inted to the posts ? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT: (the 
Hon’ble Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee): <//) (1) (lovernment do not con- 
sider that it will be in the jmblic interest to publish the details asked 
for in items (/) to (r) in respect of all the candidates interviewed. 

(2) A statement furnishing the information asked for in items (/) to 
(r) is laid on the Tnbrary Table. 

(rr) The minimum educational qualifications for those who were not 
already in (lovernment service were as follows : — 

The candidates must have passed the Intennediate Examination 
for ('bartered or Incorporated Accountants or have graduated 
as B.Com.; or 

must have had seven years' satisfactory experience of commercial 
accounts work either as an audit clerk with a firm of regis- 
tered accountants or in the account branch of any other com- 
mercial firm. 

(6) Of the candidates selected for training, 19 have been appointed 
M Commercial Tjix Officers. 
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Dn NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AViOi reference to the statement on 
the library table will the Hon ble Minister be pleased to enlijfhten us 
‘ how many of these ofhcers appointed as Commercial Tax Officers 
complied with the two minimum qualifications, namely, either passed 
the Intermediate Examination for ChartereHl or Incorprated Accountants 
or have pfraduated as B.C’om or have experience of accounts (derk either 
as audit clerk viith a firm of rej^istei'e<l accounts or in the ai'couiit 
branch of any other commercial firm ? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: What happened, 
was that 42 Commercial Tax Ctiicers were to have been appointed. The 
Public Service Commission recommended 2d ( aste Hindus and none 
came from the Scheduled (’astes, because no one qualifi(‘d accordiiiff to 
prescribed qualifications was available. Onl> 9 Muslim candidates 
fulfilled these qualifications. I find that the ])revious Ministry had 
appointed 8 Muslims out of these 9 Muslims, one bein^ not available, 
liecause he failed at the medical examination. Then a decdsion was 
made that in order to recruit more Muslims and Scheduled ( astes some 
other suitable candidates should be selected and ffiven special 
training — 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Irrespective of minimum qualifica- 
tions? 

• 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE; No, with these 
minimum qualifications obviously. The\ were selected ami were given 
training and then an examination was held at the end of such training 
and 17 vacancie.s out of 18 have been filled up, but there again 
unfortunately Government could not get the required number of 
Scheduled Caste candidates out of these candidates. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the H on ’hie Minister be 
pleased to state if his attention has been drawn to the reciuit gazette 
notification giving the names — and probably the names indicate com- 
munities they belong to — of the candidates appointed under the present 
Ministry, and if so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to slate if 
those persons, where we find about 19 names published of which 8 are 
Muslims and one Scheduled Castes, comjilied with the minimum 
requirements ? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: As 1 have said 

just now, the persons selected for training on the recommendation of 
the Public Service Commission plux several other Debt Settlement 
Officers who were selected by my predecessor, were given special train- 
ing according to the decision arrived at by the previous Government. 
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It wuH uIho decided in consultation with the Public Service Commission 
that after the period of training was over, they would take a special 
examination to be conducted by the Public Service (’ommissioii. The 
examination was intended of course to be a test of the prescribed quali- 
fications. The result of such examinaticm was placed before me. I 
Lad nothing to do with the previous decision arrived at and I had no 
option but to make selection on the basis of the examination result. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Communal Ratio Rules under the Services Rules 
with all the conditions attached thereto regarding selection — with 
certain minimum qualifications — have been strictly follow’ed in the 
selection made by his predecessor as wtII as in the selection endorsed by 
him. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE; As I have just 
now said the minimum qualifications first fixed upon were altered later 
on in the manner wdiich I have indicate<l 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I also want to know if the com- 
munal ratio has been maintained both in regard to the appointments 
made during the previous Ministry as well as in his owui. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: The C'ommunal 
Ratio Pules could not be maintained so far as the appointment of 
scheduliMl caste candidates was concerned, because even now' no 
scheduled caste candidates are available. Rut I have passed orders that 
when in future vacancies wdll be filled up, necessary adjustment wdll be 
made luovided suitable candidates are available from the scheduled 
castes. 


Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I would like to say that the 
qualifications ])rescribed and mentioned here applied only to 32 posts 
which were advertised and with regard to 12 posts it was decided by the 
previous (lovernment simultaneously when these qualifications w’ere 
prescribed that the debt settlement officers who served Government 
meritoriously on a temporary basis should be absorbed in different 
services and these 12 posts should be kept open to them for being filled 
up after giving them a training and being consulted by the Public 
Service Commission. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: What is your question? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; My question is whether the Hon’ble 
Minister is awafe of these facts? 
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The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: That is not 

quite correct. I have explained the position. 


Rai 8ahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Will the llon ble Minister 
be pleased to state who selected the scheduled caste candidates? 


The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: When the 
Public Service Commission was first asked to ])ut up the names, they 
advertised and their reply to Government was that no qualified sche<luled 
caste candidates were available. Later on when other scheduled caste 
candidates were included in the list, the names came from the debt 
settlement officers supplied through the Minister in charge of that 
department. 

Rai 8ahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the advert i.sement was not issued and therefore the 
scheduled caste candidates were not available? 


The Hon’ble Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: That is not 
so; at the first stage ai)plicati()nh were invited. 

Rai 8ahib ANUKjUL CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
kindly make adequate advertisement regarding the posts of the scheduled 
castes ? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I shall do so 
with regard to future recruitments. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state how many of these 17 appointments were filled by scheduled 
castes ? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE; There were only 
two belonging to scheduled castes and one belonging to another 
minority community, not a scheduled caste Hindu. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: In an.swer to Dr. Sanyal it was 
said that in the first instalment there w'as no Muslim candidate up to 
the mark 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I did not aay 

that. I said that only 9 fulfilled the minimum qualification. 
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Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: There were B.Coms. and M.Coms. 
among the candidates who were not selected. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether they fulfilled this minimum quali- 
fication? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: The honour- 
able member is aware that Government act according to the advice of 
the ]*ublic Service Commission and when the list was originally sent 
by the Public Service Commission to Government, the Public Service 
Commission indicated that there were only 9 qualified Muslim candidates 
available. 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to si ale whether it is not a fact that among the people who had 
appeared before the Public Service Commis.si{)n tliere were Muslim 
candidates who possessed minimum qualifications? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I have no 
reason to believe that the Public Service (’ommission had deliberately 
ignored the claims of candidates who were qualified. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to enquire into the matter whether there were candidates who 
had B.Cbra. and M.Com. qualifications? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I have just 
answered the question. 


List of backward and minority oommunitiee. 

*79. Mr. NI8HITHA* NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home De]>artment be pleased t-o state what 
facts and circumstances have l)een taken into consideration for declar- 
ing the following communities ns minority and backward communities, 
vi£. , — 

(i) Khandel, 

(iV) Koiri, 

(Hi) Kulu, 

(iv) Anglo-Indians, 

(r) Buddhists, 

(vi) Indian Christians, 

(vii) Parsi, and 
(viii) Sikhs? 
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(b) Whether the criteria applicable to the minority and backward 
communities referred to in clause {a) is also applicable to the following 
communities, viz., — 

(/) Mahishya, 

(ii) Tili, 

(Hi) Teli, 

(it) Subarnabanik, 

(i;) Kangsabanik, 

(r;) Gandhabanik, 

(rn) Vaidya, 

(viii) Tambuli, 

(7J-) Napil, 

(.r) Kumbhakar, 

(jri) Karmakar, 

(.Tu) Barujibi, and, 

(Till) Satgope? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) The list of backward 
and minority communities was compiled in 1930 for recruitment pur- 
poses. It is now out of date. 

(h) The reasons .for the differentiation made in 1930 are not now 
traceable. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to tell us what is meant by “recruitment purposes"!" 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Kecruilmcnt to the public 
services. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the reply that has 
been given just now by the Hon’ble Dr. Syainuprusad Mookerjee that 
in making appointments of Sales Tax officers one was taken from 
minority communities, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether he is sure that this list is not taken into consideration in 
making appointments? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Recruitment to public 
cervices is governed by Communal Ratio Rules. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: In view of the fact that the list 
is now out of date, will the Hori’ble Minister be pleased to consider the 
desirability of revising the list? 



208 


QUESTIONS. 


[24th Feb., 


The Hon’ble Mtt Ki FMLUL HUQ* Certainly not now when the 
war situation is so grave. It will be revised when the new constitution 
is being considered. 

Appointment of Professors and Lecturers. 

m Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (^y) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in fharge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether several appointments of Professors and Lecturers including 
Lady Professors and Lecturers were made this year after publication of 
advertisement inviting applications? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the names and qualifications of the candidates who applied for 

the posts; 

(ii) the names and qualifications of those who were appointed; 

(Hi) their starting salaries; 

(iv) the ‘names of the colleges where they have been appointed; 

(v) whether the appointments are against })ermanent vacancies; and 

(vj) what are the terms and conditions of the apix)intment8 ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Yes. 

(h) (/) So far as Professors in the l^rovincial Service are (‘oncerned 
the matter was dealt with by the I’ublic Servi(‘e Commission. It is 
not considered to l>e in the ])ublic interest that this information should 
bo sup])lied. So far as Lecturers in the Subordinate Educational Service 
are concerned, there were 451 candidates and the preparation of the 
statements called for will involve an amount of lalK)ur which is hardly 
commensurate with any advantage to be gained. 

(li) to (r) Two statements furnishing the information are laid on 
the Table. 

(vi) All the conditions of Government service will apply to them. 
The officers, w'hnse mother tongue is not Bengali, will be required to 
pass the Departmental Examination in Bengali by the higher standard 
before their confirmation unless they are exempted by special orders of 
Government. 



No. I referred to in reply to dattses (ii) to (v) of starred question No. 80. 




WTiether 


QUESTIONS. 


I l"| 

"is f SP 


ii'i| 

■| •ssi 

It* . 


c ^ g S a 

tic ^ IS 6 > "S o 


[24th Fib., 







802 



1942.] 


QUESTIONS. 


303 


BallU NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the subordinate pay shown in the list is j^raded 
and whether they have any chance of promotion accordinjf to some fixed 
rules? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I don t follow 
the question. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: The question is whether tlie\ are 
graded posts. 

The Hon’bte Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why there is paucity of lecturers iroin the scheduled 
castes — why no ap])oiiitinents are made (d jiroiessors and lecturers from 
the scheduled castes? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: lh*cause sufficient 
number of qualified candidates is not available. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon hie 

Minister be pleased ‘to state whether there w^ere qualified candidates who 
were not ajipointed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 am nf>i aware 
of that, 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon hlc Minister 
be pleased to make enquiries into the matter and see that scheduled 
caste candidates are appointed? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to refer to the statement «^here names .if non-Benpalee professors 
have been given, viz., Miss T. V. Tl.arakan, Miss K. M. Sowmtn. and 
Miss P ll Parukutty under Zoolog\, History and Botany, and say 
whether any suitable Bengalee candidates applied for the.se l-ostsV 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; I am not prepared 
to answer the question unless I am given notice. 
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Mr, Ca GRIFFITHS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the communal ratio is observed principally and essentially in 
making any appointments of professors and lecturers? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As far as may be 

practicable. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Amount spent on tour of Hon’ble Ministers. 

43. Khan Bahadur Mauivi AULAD H088AIN KHAN; Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance l)e})artnient be pleased to 
state whut'aniount has been spent for lours of (lie Hon'ble Ministers in 
January, 1942? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Ks 2,1 dbir). 


Pay and prospects of inferior Government servants. 

46. Mr. ABDUL KARIM; {a) With reference to the reply given 
to uustarred (jiiestion No. 28 of the 4th August last, will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Finance Dejuirtment be pleased to state — 

(/) whether the (Government has as yet come to any final decision 
in the matter; and 

(//) if so. what are their decisions? 

(h) If the answ'er to clause («) (i) is in the negative, wull the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the Government expect to 
come to a final decision in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: (a) (/) No. 

(t/) Does not arise. 

(h) Government feel that the present disturbed times are not 
appropriate times in which to consider the revision of the pay scales of 
menials. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge be pleased to state whether the high prices will be taken into 
consideration at the time of revision of pay of menials? 
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The Hon'ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD HOOKER JEE: As I have 
indicated it is not possible to have a revised scale of }>ay applicable 
generally. But since this question was answered, aS the honourable 
member is aware, a rupee has been added to the dearness allowance so 
far as Calcutta and suburbs are concerned. 


Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the llorrble Minister be 
pleased to >tate ^\hether one rupee is sutbeienty 


The Hon’bie Dr. 8YAHAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Tha t is a matter 
of opinion. 


Adiournment Motion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, 1 have got your coiMcnt to my 
adjournment motion regarding the internment ot Dr. Siiresn Chandra 
Banerjee. May I have the leave (d the House to move the motion!^ 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: This is the adjournment motion. 

“This Assembly do now adjourn to discuss ^ definite matter of 
urgent ])ublic importance and of recent (Kcurrence, namely, 
the internment of Dr. Suresh (Chandra Banerjee, a memlwir 
of this Assembly representing Calcutta and suburbs register- 
ed factories’ Labour Constituency, in his native village in 
the Paridpur district, by the Provincial Government under 
Defence of India Buies, 

Is there any obje<tion to that? 

(Xo objection was raised.) 

In my oj)inion the matter ])roposed to be discussed is in order and 
I fix the time to-morrow* after 10-30 or after the ordinary business is 
over. 

The Hoffi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs It is better to fix the time 
definitely. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I fix the time tomorrow at 10-30. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It will not be possible to have two 
boars’ debate in that case. Under the Eule^an adjounimnt ihotion 
is (^titled to be debated for two hours and it*may be Miked out only 
21 
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after two bour«. I fliibmit that tomorrow's business on the list is not 
very heavy ho far. We submitted that the Supplementary Budget 
diseUHHion miglrt be taken up tomorrow but we have not yet received 
any intimation about His Excellency the Governor agreeing to that 
suggestion. In case the business stands as it now does, the business 
will not take nif)re than an hour and I submit that you may be i)lease(I 
to fix the time immediately after the normal business of the day is over, 
so that we may have a little more time for the debate and we may not 
keep the meml)ers waiting till 12-*ld which we shall have to do if you 
fix the time at lO-dO a.m. 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: I fix lO-lO a.m. tomorrow for the debate 
on the adjournment motion. 


The Hon’bie Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir. r agree with 
J)r. Naliiutksha Sanyal that suflicient margin should be left for two 
hours’ debale, in ease full two hours are re(iuired. I would, therefore, 
SI ggesl lliat you fix If-dO a.m. day after tomorrow f«)r the debate on 
the adjournment motion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It will be very difhcult to find 
time day after tomorrow for the di.scussion of the adjournment motion. 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; 1 .et me first make my posi- 
tion clear to you 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am only giving you the fact. ► Day 
after tomorrow is fixed for the voting on supplementary demands, and 
neither you uur Mr. Deputy Speaker has any right to change the time 
fixed for the debate on the supplementary demands. 


The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The reason why I want to 
postp(»ne tile debate a little longer is that we are considering these 
matters now, and we want to have certain information in the meantime. 
If we receive that information immediately, w’ell and good: in that 
case perhaps it w^iuld not l>e necessary to press for the adjournment 
motion being taken up. 8o far as the business for the 26th is conceinied, 
1 agree with Dr. Sanyal that nothing can be done on that iiay, and I 
suggest that the debate for the adjournment motion be fixed at 10 a.ni* 
tomorrow. ^ 

Mr DiPUTY SPE/IkER: I fix lU a.m. tomorrow , tbe 2dtk 

jpebruary,.^ fo^ « debate cm the adjournment motion. 
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l,unar eclipse. 

Babu NAG EN DR A NATH SEN: Sir, iua\ I know if we meet here 
on Tuesday week, tlie day ftdlowinjr the eclipse of the moonV Under 
general convention all offices are kept closed on the day after the lunar 
eclipse. Sf», I hope there will also not he any meeting of the House on 
that day. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 will decide that afterwards in con- 
sultation with the party leaders. 

GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Mr. Detmty S]>eaker. Sir, T had no 
intention at this iag-eiid of the d(*ha1c to enter into a detailed examina- 
tion ot the Jfud^et that ha.s been ))resented to us. Aft(*r all, Sir, it 
is true trom >\hat has been sfat(*<l by the HoiTble the Finance' Minister 
that he is not wholly res]K)nsil»le for this Budget. This Budget is a 
legacy left by Suhrawardy, no longer hotiourabb*. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is tine that the babv ])resented by 
Dr. M ookerjee really behuiirs to Mr. Suhrawardy. Dr. Mookerjee is 
merely holding the b^iby. It you do not think it good looking enough, 
if you think it is a monstrosity, its manners are not as cultivated us 
they might havt^een, plea.se do not lay the blame on Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee. JMease do not pursue him with embarrassing ([uestions. I 
entirely agree with the aj>peal he has made to the House, and I alscT 
entirely agree with him that the present Ministry being in otiice for 
only three mouths and having hmv.U power as it possesses only for a 
short time, and having had only two weeks to prepare this Budget, 
should not be held responsible for the Budget. I would, therefore, 
confine myself to two points only and for those two points I maintain 
the present Cabinet cannot divest itself of its respon^bility. One is 
what is called the steps to be taken for the jirotection ot the civil 
population of this jirovince and the other i.s the question of civil liberty. 
These two questions really go together. Before I take up the question 
of steps to be taken and money proposed to be spent on A.R.P. measures 
I shbMd like to tell the House something about a smaller problem — the 
problem of the refugees who are coming to Calcutta from Burma and 
Singapore. I have some personal experience in t|e mattei^ L do not 
know whether the House is aware that every evening by Chittagong Mcil 
un^'an average two to three hundred refuge^ come vui |^^ittagong; 
they probably travel to Chittagong either on foot oi; by steamers.^ 
Besides steamers arrive at Babu Ghat every day carrying two or three 
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ihousanfl pasnenpTs on 1 oanl eacli ship. You can understand the 
condition in which the'^e refu^jees arri\‘l?. Oiganisations are working 
to give them some help. The Congress Tolunteers are there: the 
Marwari Ki^lief Society is fliere : some Muslim workers are also there. 
For the last few days refuirees ar<* also arriving at Howrah station via 
Madras: most of them are Hengalees belonging to Eastern Bengal 
districts. Wlien T visited them I found the (kingress workers, the 
Marwari Itelief Society workers and also workers of my friend, 
Mr. M. A. II. ls]>ahani, there. But one tiling that struck me then 
was that 1 did not find any (jovernment officer trying to help the 
refugees. 

Mr. J. H. SPELLER: M ay 1, Sir, on a point of information, point 
out that there is a (Government officer appointed for the juirpose of 
meeting all evacuees from Burma? 

Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; He sits at Writers’ Buildings and . 
looks after the interest of P]uropean refugees only, making special 
arrangements for them at Government cost. I give you that informa- 
tion also. 

Mr. «l. H. SPELLER: 1 happened to be at 2o, Strand Road where 
there is a first class waiting room for refugees. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That has beedi arranged for 
liluropeans only. 

Mr. J. H. SPELLER: No; it is meant for Hindus, Muslims, 
Europeans, Anglo-Indians and others and the Deputy Commissioner, 
port Police, is in charge of it 

Babu NARINDRA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTY: Is the hondur- 
able member making a speech or is he still speaking on his point of 
information only? 

Mr. KIRAN SAHKAR ROY; Whatever the honourable member has 
got to*8ay he may 8§y, Sir, later on in the form of a speech. 

" ^ 4 ^ 

jt Mr. J. H. SPELLER: Sir, my point is that the honourable member 
wbojia now in possessii^n of the House is giving wrong informaOon 
only. I submit that all his utterances about Burma evacuees are not 
based pn filets... 
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Mft DEPUTY SPEAKER^ Mr. Speller, I will jrive a chance to the 
Leader of your party later ou when he will have an opportunity to say 
what he has got to in thih matter. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, it may be that a 
Government officer was there but apart from Mr. Bhattacharjee of the 
Port Police who is trying to help the volunteers as much as possible I 
am sorry to say that I did not find a single (jovernmeiit ofli(‘er ami I 
was there almost every alternate day. It may he that they were rest- 
ing at the time. Whatever that may l>e, Sir, the refugees were in want 
of food, want of clothes, want of shelter, want of medical helj) because 
some of them -f^Tre ill and there were also cases of child-birth on the 
way. As I said, a]uirt from issuing railway passes and tram passes I 
did not see any sign of governmental activity. T am sure. Sir. the 
Hon’ble Minister is not aware of this state of things. 1 have no doubt 
if he had been aware he would havt* liimself gone there and seen that 
things were proj)erlv done At any rate, T respectfullv invite the 
members of this Hous(’ and T respectfully invite the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge at least to go and see th(‘ refugees either at Babtighat or nt 
Howrah station or at Sealdah station. Sir. if that is the wav the 
Government deals with a verv small problem like tin* refugee ]»roblem, 
I tremble to think what will happen when bombs fall in Calcutta. TiOt 
us visualis(‘ the situation. Wh(‘n the bombs fall we have no doubt that 
there will be a terrific rush at the .station; if the bombs fall on the 
station — God help us — there will then be a rush along tlie roads leading 
out of Calcutta. There is sure to be, as far as my information goes, a 
breakdown of water-supply if the main waterpipe at Tala is hit jind T 
am informed verv reliably that the Calcutta Corporatirui has not suffi- 
cient water lorries to supf)ly water to the 8 oi lakhs of pe<>ple that 
still remain in Calcutta. As regaids food-supply T am informed that 
there is sufficient food for the Euro])<*an po]»ulation of tin* < ity. 
(Mr. H. 8. SiTHRAW.\RPY : They will be evacuated.) Yes, that is also a 
fact; they will be comfortably evacuated. There will be scarcity of 
food because there fs no arrangement to bring nb*e, to brintr wheat from 
outside Calcutta. Those who are familiar uith the condition*' know 
very w'ell the difference of the price of rice in Mid n a pore fin<l the [»rice 
here. The price here is three times the price of Midnapore. Why? 
Because there are not sufficient wagons, and you can imagine if that iff 
the state of things today, what will be" the state of things when bomlw 
will fall in. Calcutta. Sir. T would like to kn/ifw from the Hon^hl« 
Minister in charge how does he propose to deaj with bwakdown of 
water-supply, with breakdown of food-supply, with breakdown of 
veyance and with the rush of peoTde to the stations. 

Sir. it is said by ou»- white masters that we must have courage, that 
we must not be panicky, that we mu-t «tand as a man and defend out 
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hearth and home. That advice, Sir, give% not quite gratis, is a joke and 
a cruel joke at that. For 200 years they have treated courage as a sin, 
courage as a crime. Have you courage to demand your birthright, 
courage to ventilate your grievances, courage to stand up to this Govern- 
ment.^ If you have, your place will be in jail, and today they are 
asking us to be courageous. Sir, we are asked to defend our hearth and 
home. If we had defended our hearth and home on a certain day in 
1757, where would our European masters be. For 200 years we have 
forgotten to defend our hearth and home and we have no hearth and 
home to defend today. 

Coming to the point which I w'as dealing with, after all resistance 
depends upon the morale of the people and thai l)rings me to my next 
point. If you really want to infuse courage into the masses of the 
people, the first thing that Government should do i.s to release those 
3,000 workers who are rotting in jail today. They are familiar with 
the masses; th(*v know how to lead the masses; fhey liave the necessary 
courage; they have the necessary determination. It is no use asking 
us to ])e brave while file bravest of us are rotting in jail. Sir, it will 
not do for the present Government to say that they had only two months 
of power. Why? Seven days should have been enough, and please 
remember that the days in jails are longer than 24 hours. Two months 
for you means two years in jail, and T am disappointed, Sir, that a 
Cabinet composed as it is today has not been more energetic on this 
matter, tjir, it has been said on behalf of the present Cabinet that most 
of the warrants have been signed in October. That, Sir. is a lame 
excuse. Those warrants could have been withdrawn in the mean time. 

Sir, 1 do not want to take u]> much time by mentioning the name of 
Mr. Sarat (^handra Bose. I know the ])resent (\abinet has done much 
for him. (^fr. Kin\ A.JA Sit vn.\Hri)i)iN : What have they done?) I know 
what they ha\e done; you may not know it. (Mr. M. A. H. Isi’ah.axi : 
May we know on a point of information?) They will be given by the 
Ministeis wlnm tlit‘ir turn comes. Sir, T am not going to be deprived 
of my 15 minutes’ time by Mr. Tsj)ahani and others. 

Sir, I am amazed at the utter futility of their power under Provin- 
cial Autonomy. If they cannot release Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, if 
they cannot keep him in his house for 12 hours, what is the use of 
flitting there? That is the question which disturbs us; that is the 
question I put to "Them also. (Interrui)tions from Muslim League 
benches.) Sir, I hope I will he allowed to proceed in peace. I know 
how to deal with interruptions but my time is limited. 

Sir, T will mention one or two more cases. I am familiar with 
these * cases because they are my personal friends and esteemed 
co-workers. I mention the case of Srijut Surendra Mohan Ghose. 
Srijut Surendra ‘-Mohan Ghosh, the President of the B.P.C.C., was 
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convicted as a Satyagrahi forgone year. He served out that one year. 
When he came out, not of the jail but of the first gate of the jail, he 
was rearrested under the Defence of India Act. Any fool knows that 
he could not have been guilty of any subversive action while he was in 
jail for one ^ear. I would like to mention the cases of Srijut Arun 
Chandra Cuba, the Secretary of the B.P.C.C.. Srijut Satish Chandra 
Chakra varty, the President ot the Khulna District Congress Committee, 
Srijiits Manoranjan Gii]>ta, Suresh Chandra Das, members of the All- 
India Congress Committee and many others if I liad time. 1 would not 
mention the case of Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee because we shall discuss 
that case tomorrow; but there are two other members of this lIoiLse. 
members as honourable as any one of us here, as }?uilty or as innocent 
as any one of us here, Srijut Pratul Chandra Ganguly and Srijut Jnan 
Chandra Majumdar. They have been in jail, T belit've. for more than 
a year and it is time that the present Cabinet make up their mind 
whether they would release them or not. 

Mr. Deputy S])eaker, I have nearly finished but before I sit 
down, I would like to state the position of our party. Frankly, Sir, 
our party is between the devil and the deep sea. On one side I see 
Sir Xazimuddin with Pakisthan in liis pocket (Maulvi Anr IPkssain 
Sahkar : Who is the devil?) that is the devil. (Tjaughter). On the 
other side is the sea Mr. A. K. Fazlul TIu(j — the deep stui, deeper than 
any sea, the evei-clianging and b(»tt<unless .sea (cries of “Hear, hear”). 
But, Sir, we need n»t truckle to any of these ])arties. 0\ir course is 
clear. ^ 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI; On a point of order. Sir. Is 
the expression used by the honourable member (juite ] )a rli ament ary ? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Tb is expression was u.sed in this House 
many times. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: I say, Sir, that we need not truckle to 
any of these parties. Our course is straight, our course is honest, our 
course is honourable. We shall .support every measure on its merit. 
That is our principle. But apart from principle, every human being 
has his partiality and, speaking personally, Sir, I confess having some 
partiality for the present Cabinet. The present Cabinet includes men 
who are able and honest in their intentions. (Dr. NAniNAKsiiA 
Saitval: Includes some.') All right, some. I say, Sir. there are some 
whom I have the privilege of knowing. These friends were with us till 
only recently and I beg to give them a friepdly warning. I beg to 
warn them that they have aroused great hopes in the country. At least 
they have got one achievement in their record. They have somewhat 
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allayed the cominunal feeling in the ^country. (Mr. Sted Abdul 
Majid: There was no feeling.) Sir, a member says “There was no 
feeling”. I say there was no feeling except what you created, 
(laughter.) 

• ^ 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I warn them that their achievement 
is only a negative achievement. They must stand on solid achievement. 
They can do no better than begin with the release of political jirisoners. 

1 say to them that if they fail whatever may be the reasons because they 
have })een frustrated by the permanent Civil Service it does not matter. 
If <h(‘y allow themselves to bp defeated ]>y the Civil Service which is 
according to us the real (rovernim'nt in the country, then it would have 
been much better for them not to have been where they are. 
(A])plause.) 

Mfi Ht 8i SUHRAWARDY" Mr. Deputy Sp('aker, Sir, I ofter my 
congratulations to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister on the excellent 
manner in which he has delivered himself of a speech composed by the 
Finance Secretary and the Prime Minister of England after the fall of 
Singajiore. The only sentences of doubtful paternity are those that 
express unconv'fiicingly the desire for communal harmony newly 
resurgent in the breast of a person, who till recently in his quest for 
leadership, careered about the country inflaming communal jiassions 
and exciting communal bitterness and who has earned an uneviable 
reputation for umumipromising hostility to the ‘Muslim community; 
and w’'fioTfiis not yet indicated how and when he has changed his views, 
if he has changed them at all. Were it not for the intensely mischievous 
nature of an alleged provision for communal harmony I wmuld probably 
not have bothered to have referred to a budget which merely ricites 
the achievements of the late ministry — achievements which make good 
reading — and then sets out u skeleton Budget without the flesh and 
blood which it is the privilege of the ministry to envelop the Budget 
with in JanuMi'N e\ery year. Further the atmo‘*])here in which we now 
live and move is so unreal that it seems futile to discuss the Budgejt 
of a Provincial Government that <‘an do nothing to save its people and 
whi<*h in a very humble way can only prepare for the worst while 
hoping for the best. We have grave misgivings regarding the A.R.P. 
arrangements. T do not wish to belittle the sacrifice of those who have 
offered themselves voluntarily for this humane service but the fact that 
we have had to provide two crores of rupees for their remuneration as a 
stimulant to their spirit of self-sacrifice does not augur well for the 
actual days of crisis. Let us hope that the arrangements will not 
break down, that the personnel will be at their posts, that when we 
want water the tube-wells will begin to flow — the tube-wells so sparingly 
placed in Muslim mohallas — that the engines and stimip pumps will 
work and all thevparaphemalia that we have created will justify the 
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expense. Let me at the same time humbly suggest that a serious effort 
be made to inspire greater confidence in the people and enlist their 
co-operation. There should be a real drive for such co-operation and a 
scheme evolved by which we can secure the assistance of the CongreSvS 
and the MusMm League to prevent looting, put out fires, rescue people, 
clear debris and generally render aid to suffering humanity. I was 
hoping that within these arrangements some room would be made for 
the evacuation of little children from the danger zones as it lias been 
found by unfortunate experience that their little lives are likely to lie 
permanently ruined by the shock and terror of an aerial bonilKudment. 
I trust that some arrangements will be made in due time for them, or at 
any rate the jieople warned to evacuate little children as a s])eciul case. 
While on this subject I cannot feli('itate the Government on their new 
scheme of division of expenses. The Government of India unfortun- 
ately has a tendency to cast the burden of ex])enditure on Provincial 
Governments and to carry on a war of nerves with Provincial Govern- 
ments until the Provincial Governments yield. They waste valuable 
time; the Provincial Governments are anxioirs to get (»n with the work 
and the Central Government takes advantage of our sense of respon- 
sibility to make financial adjustments to our detrin^ient. The recent 
failure of Imperial strategy should at least have brought borne to the 
Central Government that some local areas have more than local 
imjiortance, they have Tm])erial importance; and Bengal instead of 
having been treated, as other provinces sliould have been the sjiecial 
care of the Government of India and its sole responsibi^ityf The 
special reduction of 2 per rent, is more than offset by the fall in the 
jute export duty and is no recognition of the special importance of 
Bengal and all that the workmen are doing within this zone. 

A new Ministry^ has come into office. One would liavc expected 
that it would have outlined a policy in rts first Budget, if it did not 
do so at the time ()f taking office. We find, however, tliat the Budget 
contains no inkling of what th(‘ Ministry is thinking for the lauiefit 

the nation. The reason is obvious ft cannot be i-xpectefl that jr 
Ministry headed by Mr. Fazlul Ilmj will be in a ])ositioii to la> down 
a policy. I note with approbation tliat Mr. Fazlul llmj and the Nawab 
Bahadur of Dacca are both absent from their seats siiowing a ver\ 
uneasy conscience. AThen the old Ministry came into office it had 
before it the policy and programme of the Muslim f.eague which it 
had been consistently fcdlowing for the last 4^ years. (A voice from 
the Progressive Coalition Party Benches : To the detriment of 
Hindu.s.l The new Miiiistrx made up of a eonglomeration of jieople 
brought together only through the lure of office can hardly produce a 
policy worth the name. Mr. Fazlul Hu(| has admitted loudly on the* 
floor of this House that be doe.s not take responsibility for what the 
old Ministry has done; this was no confe.ssioii extorted from him in a 
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moment of passion; it is well known to all that he has hardly contri- 
buted anything in the four and a half years that he was with us, "Except 
fulminating against Hindus to earn cheap notoriety, and creating a 
communal situation. The only matter for which he jbad taken direct 
responsibility was the Secondary Education Bill, and we frave seen the 
fate of it. Devoid, therefore, of any policy at all, this Ministry seeks 
to justify itself by trumpeting forth communal harmony and there are 
innocent people, — some of them are sitting to my left particularly 
Amongst those whose conscience is troubling them for supporting a 
Ministry headed by a person who has betrayed his colleagues, his party, 
his organisation and his community, ((Vies of “Shame, shame” from 
the Opposition Benches), there are innocent peoj)le who are salving 
their conscience by accepting this slogan as if ibis is something newly 
discovered and newly attempted. They think that unless they bless 
it they will he charged with being against communal liarmony and 
hence they consider it a fashion to bless it. We, more than Mr. Fazlul 
Huq and Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee, desire communal harmony, 
but communal harmony cannot be achieved when at least one of the 
parties has been thrown out, discarded, condemned by his cfunmuiiity. 
Communal harmopy was not achieved in the Congress j)rovinces simpl\ 
by bringing in a few Muslim Ministers in contact with Hindu Ministers 
and certainly communal hantiony cannot he purchased. And what 
are the first fruits of this policy of communal harmon.\ , repression, 
repression against the Muslim c(uumunity. Is thus that the two 
<;omm\|nit^s will ever he brought to work in harmony with eacli (dhery 
The Defence of India Act has been ap]died against Muslim lieaguers. 
What has been the justification Nothing hut revenge and spite and 
anger for the manneCin which Mr. Fazlul Huq has been discarded by 
the community like a fly thrown out ol milk. The Muslim I^eague is 
no suliversive organisation. It has ])reachod communal annt\ tlirougli- 
out and indeed to its credit it ma\ he said that although meetings have 
been held all over the ])lace not one word lias been said anywhere wliich 
<3an lead to communal bitterness. Further it has in no way hindered 
the war effort and yet it is Ix'ing tivatt'd with as much severity as if 
it W’ere a revolutionary organisation. The Muslims liave every right 
to express their views against tlie Ministry brought into being through 
sheer treachery. As long as the Constitution functions through a 
Ministry, the Ministry is liable to criticism. Probably the Muslim 
community would not have bothered to take any notice of Mr. Fazlul 
Huq and his colleagues even to the extent of an anti-demonstration 
had it not been for the fact that Mr. Fazlul Huq and his friends made 
futile attempts everywhere to stage black flag demonstrations against 
Muslim League leaders and signally failed. For the crime of demon- 
stration against him and his colleagues seven studeuts all due to appear 
for their examination have been expelled from the Feni College (Cries 
of **Shame, shamcf*’ from the Opposition Benches) and in spite of that 
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Mr. Fazlul Huq has said I charjye him and his colleagues with having 
been riftsponsible tor their expulsion, and I make this charge on very 
good authority. Four good Muslim Leaguers, one a passed student, 
two merchants ajjjd another a candidate tor the B.A. examination were 
interned for & months (Cries of “Shame, shame” from the Opjmsition 
Benches) previous to the arrival of the Ministers for no reason what- 
soever other than they participated in and oi;ganised perha])s more than 
the others the meeting held at Feni to receive the Muslim League 
deputation. Another boy has been given the savage sentence of 
internment for one year for absolutely no reason other than participat- 
ing in slogans against Mr. Fazlul Huq. The Secretary of Muslim 
League at Noakhali was interned for d months, his clerk was interned 
for d months. Notices have been served under the Defeiu'c of India 
Buies on the press for having published a document in which the 
treachery of Mr. Fazlul Huq has been exposed. Students have been 
assaulted and black Hags removed b> the l^olice themselves. Before 
the Ministers went to Hajiganj tour Muslim students were home 
interned for the day and a Leaguer interned for lo days. All these 
were just due to cowardice — the Ministers dared not appear without 
previous repressive action. Persons have been arrested for just show- 
ing hlack flags and a l^esh-Imam was arrested for doing nothing hut 
shouting Allah-O-Akbar; the\ were kept in hajat for ') days, refused 
bail, treated not even as undertrial pri.soners but as ordinary convicts 
and fed on hihsi. J could go on multii)lying instances like this. 
What T have .said will suttice for the pre.sent and more will be placed 
before the House at (he j>ro])er time. Is this the way to ])romote com- 
munal harmon> ? The first ste])s are to repress Muslims and embiiter 
their fetdings against the ( ioverniiuoit. l)o(*s not Dr. S\ama])rasad 
Mookerjee realise tliat th(‘ entiie blame will be laid at his doors)' H<* 
has been flattered by being c(jnsidered the dominant partner in the 
Ministry; he is the Syam to the Uadha (»f Mr. Fazdul Huq ami he can 
be certain that Mr. Fazlul HiUj in good time will shift the blaim* on 
his shoulders when it suits his coiivtoiience and he w’unts to .'-ave his 
own skin. He caunot escape thi* responsibility for all this repres- 
sion. The Muslim community is long suffering but 1 can sei* such signs 
of resurgence in it that it will not be able to bear this injustice mucli 
longer. If there is an> disturbance of communal harmony it will be 
due to the actions of this Ministry, to Mr. Fazlul Huq and Dr. Syarna- 
prasad Mookerjee combined who will he responsible for it. Schools and 
Madrasahs whose boys have attended our receptions have had their 
grants cancelled and uotice.s .served on them for the future. (( ries of 
“Shame, shame” from the Opposition Benches.) Who is responsible 
for this — Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, Mr. Abdul Karim or Mr. Fazlul 
Huq? Do you think that this leaves no scar on the community.'' In 
your angef, in the plenitude of your power, in the belief that you will 
be supported by the Hindu community in any action that you may 
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take a^jraiust tlie Muslim fommimity, you mis^ht ride roughshod over 
Muslim sentiments and you may proceed against individuals, but wliat 
have institutions and little boys done to merit your vengeance; and 
then you talk of communal harmony. Not content with this, you are 
transferring Muslim ofljeers ad libitum and degrading some who have 
rernlered real service to the people in their charge, Hindus and 
Muslims, simply because you suspect them of having pro«League 
sym])at hies. Ihi “^ou tiling, that yf)u will gel good [idministration by 
ternjrising Muslim otiicers and 'ido you think that thus 3 ou will promote 
communal harmony Muslim Hengal is looking on, gnashing its 
teeth. It hopes that such things carjiioi hist, that so much injustice 
cannot be tolerated, that some dav the conscience of Mr. Fazlul Huq 
and Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, and it not their consciem-c, the 
conscience of their l^uptiorters will be awakened to the horrible night- 
mare to which the Muslims are being subjected. Mere platitudes and 
sentiments and a provision of one lakh of rujiees will not produce com- 
munal harmony when all your actions have been directed against the 
Musi im community. This is a lumj) jirovision without an> scheme 
and without any indication even in the Jludget as to how the money is 
to be spent. It has been included in the Budget of the l^ublicity 
I)e])artment which latterly has Ixurn utilised notoriously for the personal 
propaganda of Mr. Fazlul Huq. (Mr. Am. (Tu.\1)r.\ SexN : x\nd 
not formerly?) 


The money of the province, the press of the province and the officers 
of the province have been utilised for his p(‘rson.‘il purposes. Moneys 
have been surreptitiously given to a newspaper which he patronised 
and which he has disposed of already to several jiersons. The manner 
in which you are promoting communal harmony bodes ill for the way 
in which you will spend this money. Muslim Debt Settlement Board 
Chairmen are being victimised and are being removed from office and 
are being replaced by men who it is fondly hoped will utilise their posi- 
tion to carry on the nefarious proiiaganda of Mr. Fazlul Huq’s 
Ministry and divide the Muslims (Cries of “Sliame, shame" fnim the 

Muslim Fauigue benches) . AVorse than this. Test relief measures 

are being shifted from localities under the influence of Musli» 
Leaguers to localities where the M.li.As. of Mr. Fazlul Huq’s party 
live although the latter do not need such measures; and in the former 
people are starving and need relief badly. (Mr. Atil Ch.^ndr.^ Sen: 
Incredible!) Yes, Sir, this is incredible, but true; the lives ot the 
poor are being .sacrificed at the altar of the pride of this Ministry and 
to the imperative necessity which it feels of bribing its supporters. 
All these are being done ot the instance of the pet M.L.As. of Mr. 
Fazlul Huq and there seems to be no power which can curb and control 
swcb monstrous injustice. There can be little doubt that the money 
will be spent on agencies whose chief aim will be to exasperate the 
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Muslim community, to carry on surreptitious propaganda on behalf of 
traitors and betrayers, on behalf of those who have broken their pledge 
to the Muslim League over and over again. Mr. Fazliil Hiiq has enough 
money in his Publicity Department to play about with, the expemliture 
of which does not even pass through the .scrutiny of the Finance 
Department of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee. He should be satisfied 
with what he has got and should m)t make further attempts to demora- 
lise the community. ,, ^ 

There is little, Sir, that can be .said regarding the otlier j)ortions of 
the Budget. 1 find liowever, a grave departure in the speech of the 
Finance Minister from aecej)ted practice, a departure which is 
extremely significant and which must have been ])roiupte(l by an 
uneasy conscience. Seventeen \Vhij)s have been appointed and it is 
said tliat they will receive n<> pay, no extra emoluments. Inhere is, 
however, an increased jirovi.sion for Parliamentary Secretaries on an 
extravagant scale and yet there is not a word mentioned in tin* Budget 
speech on that .score. I remember, Sir, when the Lady Parliamentarv 
Secretary was ap})ointed at Mr. Fazlul Hu<|’s insistence on the last 
occasion it was said that she would be conteiit merely with the honour 
and will not accej)t an\ emoluments. A few weeks had not passed 
when there was pressure for an eimdument on the same scale as that 
of the Junior Parliamentary Secretary. 1 fear tliat on this occasion 
the appointments are merely the thin end of the wedge, the emolu- 
ments are not far behind. Why carry on the administration in this 
hole and corner fashion, why indulge in cesspool politics and secure 
support by keeping people dangling in hopes and exciting their baser 
instincts. 

Sir, I see little use thrashing a dead horse. The Finance Minister 
has taken shelter behind the pitiful confession that the present 
Ministry has had no time to formulate its Budget i)roposals or its 
detailed plans. It has, however, had the effrontery to say that some 
of the commitments of the late Ministry may well call for revision. 
Bankruptcy of ideas, bankruptcy of policy and merely loud talk. We 
heard a great de^l when we were in office of the lapses of the late 
JJfinistry. Surely, if there were any lapses, they should have been 
known by now’ and they can be remedied. The Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Act was characterised as anti-Hindu. Will the new 
Ministry in the name of communal harmony take away the rights from 
the tenants and restore them to the landlords. The Money-lenders Act 
was chara.cterised as anti-Hindu. Will the Ministry scrap it or increase 
the rate of interest, or allow once more the old system of extortion to 
come back r* Does it propose to repeal the Calcutta Municipal (Amend- 
ment) Act and is it dropping the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill 
lest the administration of the Calcutta Corporation be conducted on 
iion-Party lines? Is it going to alter the Communal Ratio Rules and 
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deprive the Muslims of the belated justice that has been done to them? 
Does it propose to throw custom to the winds and insist on taking out 
processions before mosques in spite of accepted custom to the contrary, 
and set one community against the other? Is it its intention to change 
the spirit of the administration so that from a just and fair and equit- 
able administration it shall once more become dominantly and militant- 
ly Hindu and the Muslim officers will be tyrannised and humiliated? 
These were the things that were supposed to have disturbed communal 
harmoney within the last four years and a half and surely we had the 
right to expect some indication of the policy in these terms from the 
new Ministry which is going to usher in a new era founded on treachery 
and betrayal. 

Sir, I am alarmed to find that the receipts from the Sales Tax have 
been thrown into the general pool and that has been done without 
a word of apology or exjdanation. In three separate ])assages in the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister’s speech I find a satisfaction on his .part 
that the Sales Tax has been imi>osed and the beneficial effect that it 
has had on the solvency of the province. T am glad that the Ministry 
has expressed its policy in this direction, for the Chief Minister has 
with a dishonesty which has no jiarallel been circulating the statement 
that he is not in favour of the Sales Tax and that I, his Finance 
Minister in the late Cabinet, must bear the entire odium and respons- 
ibility. I call upon the House to judge of this amazing ])iece of 
treachery against a colleague. The Cabinet ]nisses a measure, the 
Chief Minister must take responsibility in public ’and in the Cabinet, 
and privately in liis party and amongst bis members lie places the entire 
odium of a taxation measure upon his colleague and whijis uji a party 
against me on this score. He will take the credit for the stability of 
bis (ifovernment, he will take the credit for the various grants given to 
educational institutions, to dispensaries, to medical institutions and fof- 
all beneficent objects but the odium for collecting the money he will 
cast upon others’ shoulders. The protagonists of the Chief Minister 
have in their several constituencies been carrying on this propaganda, 
against me. I hope that they will have, if not honesty, just a little 
conscience by which to judge Mr. Fazlul Huq. 

From the financial aspect I am not satisfied with the figures given 
regarding the proceeds of taxation. It is estimated that this year 
the tax will yield 25 lakhs. The date of its imposition is not exposed 
and without such a guide it is not possible for us to forecast what it 
will yield next year provided, of course, business continues as hereto- 
fore. This was certainly a piece of information to which we were 
entitled. 

The utter bankruptcy of any ideas on the part o^ Government is 
further e^ibited by the fact that they hav^ not appreciated the effect 
of Japan’s entry the, war and the effect of it on jute. When we 
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accepted ten annas sowings for the next year certain assumptions were 
made which have not been fulfilled. The optimism of His Majesty's 
Government and of the Government of India regarding the Japanese 
war was particularly responsible for our decision. Since then the 
Japanese have declared war and more than that they have been success- 
ful in stopping jute export with a likelihood of still further interefer- 
ence. (At this stage the honourable member reached his time-limit 
but was allowed to conclude his speech in five minutes.) The Govern- 
ment of Bengal should have immediately changed its ])olicy and curtail- 
ed sowings. It does not matter if this required the emplovment of a 
larger staff and more expenditure foi the j»ur]>ose. Further restriction 
should have been effected, which would have been in (‘onsonance with 
the possible demand, and which at the same time would have freed 
more land for paddy growing. I find that this Ministry has wholly 
failed to grasp the realitie.s of the situation. There is not a single- ' 
indication anywhere of tlie danger looming ahead of us, ot a complete 
collapse in jute ])rices. Having failed to restrict further, tliere should 
clearly have been an indication in the Budget of the likelihood of 
having to jiurchase jute on behalf of (Government in order to maintain' 
prices. This may mean that enormous sums of money may have to be- 
laid out. The jute tax of two annas will not suffice. It is not even 
sufficient to meet the cost ot regulation. It will be nei'essary to bring 
the Government of India and the jute mills into tlie picture. So far 
as I can see in these cataclysmal times it is not likely that the j>it'«* 
mills will be able to bear the burden or come to the complete rescm** 
of the cultivators. The Government should immediately \^ork out 
details of funds, of purchase, of agencies, of stocking, of prices, of 
assortments, of storing, of advan(*es without which there is a likelihood 
of an economic collaj)8e amongst the peasantry of Bengal on an- 
upprecedented scale. 


Sir, if I "were to congratulate the Government on the relief measuret^ 
thaChave been taken I would merely be congratulating our own selves. 
Let not the present Government destroy the utility of our measures, 
by insisting on recoveries from those localities where the crop has lieen 
very p«or or none at all. I have during my tours in the country come 
across several cases where the poverty of the people has not Iwen suffi- 
ciently appreciated and where attempts are being made to collect agri- 
cultural loans. I want to make it clear that I do not advocate that 
agricultural loans should not be collected. As a matter of fact these- 
agricultural loans are a Wn to the i«ople, and this boon can only lie 
justified if'the agriculturist discharges his corresimiiding obligation to. 
return the lutti when he has the crop. Nevertheless this should not b» 
made an engine of oppression. In fact in many places' more agri- 
cultural loans will be re<juire<l this year although the previous agri- 
cultural loans are outstanding. Merely, becaus^ the chances of recovery 
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become remote there is no reason why new agricultural loans should 
not be given. Tn fact, Sir, I have come across a particular case which 
I have in mind and which T propose to pass on to the llevenue Minister 
where the local oificers are afraid of issuing agricultural loans he(;ause 
they see no signs of the old agricultural loans being repaid although 
they are entirely satisfied that agricultural loans are required. I am 
stressing this ])oint because I feel there is hesitation on the part of the 
local officers not to grant agricultural loans even when there is a 
grievous necessity for them because they fear that the i)eople have not 
got sufficient resources even to pay off their previous ones. Where 
cases like these arise Government should be ready to wipe off previous 
loans rather than not pay further monies. I would also suggest that 
where the realisation has to be postponed for want of a good crop the 
interest should also be given up. The imposition of the Sales Tax makes 
such financial leniency y>o8sible. 

Sir, I am glad that two lakhs have been set aj)art ior the Seamen's 
Home. Here again I congratulate ourselves; hut the meagre sum 
allotted to the Jadahpur Tuberculosis Hospital comes as a sho(;k. We 
had practi('ally given an undertaking to ])ay one lakh of rupees every 
year for the next 10 years to enable it to ex])and itself. What is needed 
in that hospital so much is not free beds as more and more accommoda- 
tion along with free beds. There is such a demand tor treatment that 
Government would do well to assure it of say a capital grant of 
Rs. 80,000 per year and a further grant of Rs. 20(()fH) per year for free 
beds. That is the least recognition that we can pay to a body of men 
who under grave difficulties are performiug a signal act of social service 
which will entitle their names to be printed in letters of gold. Their 
institution is extremely well run. It gives very good service and it 
fulfils an obligation which Government itself ought to have discharged, 
and it fulfils it far more cheaply than any Government agency. 

Sir, 1 have finished. If this Government really desires to fulfil its 
obligations, if the Ministers wish to discharge their responsibilities, 
let them stop for a moment careering about the country’ at Government 
expense and set themselves to their task. Their want of policy is not 
to the fact that they have had only two months at their disposal. 
Had they been brought together by a common programme they would 
have had no difliiculty in framing a policy ; hut the little time that they 
have had they have not spent in applying themselves to their duties 
but in search of popularity which has eluded them. Now that they 
have lound how they have been contempted and despised, how their 
visitations have been preceded and succeeded by repressive measures, 
how they h^ve left in their wake nothing but exasperation and hatred 
for themselves and their Chief Minister, let them remain content with 
being surrounded and si^pported within the precincts of this chamber 
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by their followers and set themselves to the task of framing a policy 
and programme which may be some com|>en8ation for their imposition 
on thi^ unfortunate province. 

(Mr. David Hendry rose to speak.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, before you 
allow the leader of the European Group to speak may we know the 
order of the speeches of the day so that we can understand how long 
these speeches iftay go on and how many speiikers may l>e permitted by 
you to speak? 

Rai 8ahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Sir. T want to draw your 
attention to the i‘a(‘t that one honourable member of this group has 
l)een trying for the last three days to C4itch your eye but has unfor- 
tunately been unable to do it. Will you kindly give him a chance? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: It is extremely difficult for me to allot 
time. In con*<ultation with the Whips of the different groups T have 
80 far decided that after Mr. Dii\id Hemlrv—and I think he will not 
take more than 10 minutes— I will ask Mr. Dutta Mazumdar to speak 
for 10 minute.s. Then I will ask Dr. Sanyal to speak for 10 to If) 
minutes and then Sir Nazimuddin will speak for 20 minutes. The 
Hon’ble Mr. S. K. Basil will then have 20 minutes and then the Ilon’ble 
Dr. Mookerjee will speak for half an hour or more, ami if there is time, 

I will ask some other members to speak. Yes, Mr. Hendry. 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Deputy Spejiker, Sir, these are grave 
and critical times, much more grave and criticuil, I think, than some 
of us in this House have api»ean*d to realise. In these jire.sent 
emergency oircumstances. Sir, the normal approach to Budget prob- 
lems is (piite unsuitable and 1 think we might have done without .some 
of the recriminations we have heard in this House in the jxist three 
or four days. So far as this j>arty is concerned Mr. Gladding dealt 
yesterday with the few individual items which we consider require 
calling special attention to. .m*. 

This Budget is frankly a Defence Budget and in our opinion the 
only possible form of Budget in the present situation. In it, provision 
has been made for the carrying on of the ordinary government depart- 
mental work on the exi.sting scale and no attempts or experiments in 
new taxation or expenditure have been made. In a budget of almost 
17 crores the amall item of 1 lakh of rupees for communal harmony is, 
to say the least of it, the only novel feature, and I for one am prepared 
to believe that it springs from a praiseworthy motive and is intended 
to give expression to the line of policy which this Government have 
indicated that they will attempt to pursue. aI the same time, I think 
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they might have given us some scheme or plan of expenditure, or, 
better still, we hope that communal harmony will be achieved without 
any expenditure of money at all as it should be brought about. 

Sir, whatever criticisms we have heard of the lack of imagination 
or of conservatism in the Budget, I think we must give the new 
Ministry some meed of credit for the complete lack of political appeal 
whi(;h they have shown in this their first Budget even in the emergency 
conditions of the present. This lack of political appeal is to my mind 
something which might inspire the hope that this ntw Government 
are prepared to face facts and put the interests of the province before 
party politics. 1 liope they will do so and resist attempts by other 
interests to divert them from this straight and narrow path. 

In spite of what Mr. Suhrawardy has just said I still think there 
has been some skilful and satisfactory negotiation carried out on 
behalf of this province with the (Vniral (iovernment in regard to 
sharing expenditure on Civil Defence; but nevertheless the amount for 
Civil Defence is very formidable indeed and an anticipate<i 75 lakhs 
expenditure for the current year and an estimated 125 lakhs for 1942-43 
clearly show the urgency of concentrating all the resources we can 
muster to meet this expenditure. 

And here I would like to emphasise that there is no limit to Civil 
Defence expenditure. There is no finality in the estimates already 
made; and even if these estimates include all the schemes at present 
contemplated by Government, experience elsewfiere has shown that 
constant revision is necessary and that new and expensive schemes 
have to be initiated to keep jwce with changing (‘onditioti''. As we know, 
experience in Uangoon has already led to the revision of many Govern- 
ment schemes lieie and we are still oiiIn at the beginning. We think 
that it is the solemn duty of the Provincial Government at all times 
to adopt every new measure pos.sible within its power for the Civil 
Defence of the people of Bengal. 

Sir, 1 have listened during the piist few days with astonishment 
and other feelings which 1 will not attempt to describe to members of 
this House who have questioned the use of Civil Defence measures at 
all, the general line of argument seeming to be that because the citizens 
are not armed to resist an invader, it is useless to try to protect them- 
selves in any other way; and that the money spent on Civil Defence 
might quite well lie better spent on ordinary social services. Sir, that 
opposition tactics of this nature should be adopted at this time of 
emergency is an alarming and dangerous thing. Can it be seriously 
suggested that in the face of an immediate danger from air-raids, the 
Bengal Government should take no precautions for the construction of 
trenches or other shelters for the people, should make no first-aid and 
hospital arrangements; should obstain from taking the obvious steps 
to increase the fire-fighting services; or neglect to make any provision 
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for those rendered homeless by air-raids? By known standards, the 
preparations already made are all too meagre, but had Government 
neglected to make any arrangements at all for the protection of the 
lives of the people, these critics would have been the first to arraign 
the Gi>vernment for its inhuman callousness and they would have been 
on much .soundei' ground in doing so. Or is it }>ossible, Sir, that there 
are actually members in tliis House who would like to accomplish the 
object of the enemy by evacuating this city? If so, I would (X)mmend 
them and particlilarly the members of the official Congress Group to 
the exhortations uttered by the ex-Premier of Madras Mr. Pajagopal- 
achariar, last week, in which he advised the people of Madras strongly 
against running away ami giving way to panic. 1 believe similar 
advice has been given by Mr. Gandhi himself if I am not mistaken. 

I even heard it suggested \esterday in this House that Calcutta 
should be declared an open city, but the only city which has been 
declared an open city .so far in the fa(‘e of Ja}mnese attack has been 
Manila, and the enemy t(ok full advantage of the freedom so given to 
him to bomb and destroy on a more extensive scale than ever. 

So far as Civil Defence is concerned, it is (piit^ certain that the 
people of Kang<K)n tound (H)mp<irative .safety in the trem hes and 
shelter^ provi<led for them; and it is also certain that the best lorm of 
military protection was from Allied fighter planes in the air, and it is 
well to lemember that, since tlie early r4iids on Pang<M)n in December 
Japanese Injinbers ha\'e i)een beaten oft* time and 4ig4iiii b,\ tliese fighter 
planes. That is the best form of military protection which we C4in 
have and as against the accus<ttion made in this House that no military 
preparations have l>een made what.soever to protect Bengal 1 should 
like to quote fiom a broadcast talk 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; I’almyra trws have been marked 
as anti-aircraft guns! 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Thank you for the information ! Sir, I 
would like to (piote from a broad(xist talk by Major-General Molesworth 
the day before yesterday in which he says: “1 can assure you that 
steps have been and are being taken to piotect Indh our shipj)ing, our 
ports and threatened areas, and to <le<i} with the danger with which 
we ere faced.” 

Referring to military protection he further s^iid “there are many 
people in India, especially in the larger cities who feel that because 
they do not ‘see fighter aircraft daily flying overhetul, no fighter protec- 
tion has been arranged for their home.s. This is a natural, though 
wrong idea. Fighter planes are based at strategic points, and if 
dangers threaten then they will be there to tackle and destroy the 
enemy''. • 
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I hope that this will be so as far as this area is concerned, but one 
thing is certain and that is that the best form of military protection is 
in the air and not in the hands of the civil population themselves. 

Sir, as I have already indicated, the responsibility for military pro- 
tection lies elsewhere and we should devote ourselves to as complete 
arrangements as we can make for Civil Defence. 

Sir, I have stressed that there is no limit to Civil Defence expendi- 
ture. I would alfo stress the uncertainty of the revenue position. It 
is true that if the estimated expenditure of Rs. 1 crore 25 lakhs on 
Civil Defence had not to be incurred this year there would probably 
have been a small surplus of over a crore of rupees instead of a deficit 
hut we have to keep in mind two facets — (1) the probability that there 
will be additional Civil Defence expenditure, and (2) the fact that the 
revenue estimates are based on the assumption that there will be no 
disorganisation in trading conditions in Bengtil. For example, Rs. 1 
crore is expected from the Sales Tax which is the anticipated return 
in normal year in the ordinary way, but I for one doubt whether 1 * 
crore will in actual fact be received. I only point to the uncertainty 
of this jKisition with tbe object of suggesting that it will be necesstiry 
for tlie Ilon’ble Finance Minister to review the josition peruMiioally 
to see whether on account of deterioration in revenue position or on 
account of additional (bvil Defence expenditure further restriction of 
other exjienditure need not be undertaken. ^ . 

Finally, Sir, I should like to comment on the ajipeal made in his 
speech by tlie Ilon’bic Finance Minister to all parties to sink their 
ditlerences and co-o])erate in the lace of common danger. He suggest- 
ed that, for the time being, we should .avoid those contentious matters 
on whi(di we (annot agree and work together in a spirit of harmony 
and undiMstanding on the vital matters on which we do agree. That 
appeal my Party most heartily endorses. If we are prepared to work 
together against the common enemy then we should be prepared to 
sink our political differences so long as the present danger continues. 
Admittedly, the Opposition so long as it continues in its present role 
must (Continue to act as a inditical opposition, although the responsibi- 
lity of an Opposition in present circumstances is very great. But, if 
we are agreed l>oth on the common object and the immediate danger, 
then surely it should be possible to arrive at some better working 
arrangement than we see in this House at the present time. There 
are talents and ability and administrative experience of a high order 
in the Opposition Benches which, in tlie face of the dangers which 
threaten the pixivince, we should like to see working in, and with the 
Government, Can we not, Sir, in the present emergency, forego the 
routine of normal Party Government and create an All-Party National 
Government to concentrate upon the vital problems before us as 
has been done in tbe Mother of Parliaments itself. For the time 
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being, political differences should be sunk in the face of the common 
danger. (A voice: AVhat about fifth columnists?). I do not agree 
that there are fifth columnists in the Government at the present 
moment. Can we not, Sir, put aside political (juestions and differences 
W’hich can well wait until we have triumphed over tlie t'ominon enemy. 
In such an All-Party Government, cnnijmsed of representatives of ail 
the different groups in the Legislature, 1 seek no office or representa* 
tion for the European Party, hut such a (i<»\ eminent would have our 
W'holeheiirted siy)port and co-operation. 

Such a Government could (te<il (H)nfidentl\ and expedil iimsly with 
all legislative matters and devote more time to the vital emergency 
problems (*onf routing the pixivince. ParlhimentarN pro(‘edure would 
not be abrogated, but on the contrary this House would fulfil a func- 
tion (if the highest iiniKirtance as the lorum for resjHmsible constructive 
criticism of the vital issues immediately before us. How imi>ortant 
this House could be with siuh a Government is being demonstrated 
before our eyes at this moment when we see the House of (ommona 
* able to bring alKiut the most radic^il changes in the fximixisit ion of the 
Government itself. 

Let me close then, Sir, with an api>eal to the Government, to the 
Gpimsition, and to all Parties in this House to sink their ]M)lilical 
diffVrences for the time being* to close their ranks m the face of the 
common enemy and to work together wholeheartedl\ and in unison for 
the s4ifety and welfare of the pixivince as a whole. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr. ( 'hairman, in the 
(Xjurse ol the general discussion of the Hudget oni* listmid with rajit 
attention to the words tluit fell from the lips of the llon’bh* (*x-Kimnice 
Minister. Sir, it is significant that in the situation of today, in the 
budgetary position of the province today, the state of affairs that we 
find is mit .something which has sprung up all on a sudden. Ifut 
something that is the result of the cunnilati\e effect of what has gone 
on during the budgetary provisions in previous ye4irs. Sir, in con- 
nection with the discussion of the Hudget, the ex-Finan(‘e Minister 
might have enlightened this Hou.se wuth regard to the achievements 
regarding the formulation of jKilicy and execution of that jxdicy with 
which the last Government had started over 4^ years ago. The situa- 
tion in tho.se days w'as n<»t wdiat we find it t<Mlay. They were free from 
the great events w'hich are moving and there was no war at the gates 
of India. The past Ministr> was also fortunate in having a field new 
to them for working out a policy which they might hove very clearly 
formuhited and carried out. Sir, in that respect, they have signally 
failed. This Government, since the new Ministry was formed, has 
shown its solicitude for the opinions end suggestions of all sections of 
this House. This Ministry was formed not on any other basis but the 
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basis of allaying communal unrest anrl unifying people in the face of 
grave dangers that confront us today. In sucb circumstances, the 
OpjH)silioii miglit liave been more helpful with constructive sugges- 
tioTJs, about which we have heard so much spoken in previous years 
by the ex- Finance Minister. But, Sir, today I am glad to find that 
prolmbly a repentent heart is <K)zing with sympathy for its past mis- 
deeds. It was indeed interesting and significant to hear that the ex- 
Finance Minister was •cxizing with sympathy for the prisoners held 
behind prison-bars. He was protesting against repression. We have 
also heard him count wi til IT'’ eat ease ami clarity those who have 
become the victims of the Defence of India Act or other repressive 
measures. Today we cannot fail to remind him that the prisoners 
who have gradually swelled the pri.soii-iKipuLation inside the jails of 
Bengal during the last years are beyond counting. Sir, we cannot 
perform what he has done, viz., the counting on om^’s fingers. They 
make a legion who are held behind the prison-luirs as a result of the 
ccdlalKiration of the different Dejiartments of the last Government. In 
that commission of rejiression, probably the Jjaboiir Department under • 
the Ic'tiidership of the ex-Finance Minister who was a hydra-headed 
genius to run many jHirtfolios acted as the vanguard. Today, it would 
not be out of place in the face of the present Budget to have a review 
of the past, to trac-e how’ w'e are reaping the dangers, the seeds of 
which W'ere sown in the past. The llon’ble Finance Minister in 
presenting his Budget has characterised his Budget as one actuated 
more by the necessity of nation-saving than nation-building. The 
work of nation-building was during the period of time when there 
wore no other prcMicrujiations of such a grc^iit and urgent nature as we 
are faced with today. But we have not yet found that definitely 
formulated scheme of nal ion-luiilding departments emerging as a 
result of the work i>f the last four }ears of the past Ministry. On the 
cxintrary this woik of nation-saving today demands the most sincere 
and W'h-ole-liearted (s)-oj)eration as the llon’ble Finance Minister has 
jxiinted out on the jmrt of all sections of the pcM)i)le. The w'hole- 
hearted ccM)])erat ion ciannot come without active participation of the 
w'orkers in industry, without the ;ictive jxirt ii‘ipation of the general 
civil fwipulace in cMUnbating panic and in talking precautions against 
the coming danger. In that connection, we heard with attention to 
the w'ords that fell from the Leader of the Kuropean Group. The 
lalnnir pmlicy that has been followed in the j>ast years is vitally con- 
nected with the situation and with this (juestion of lulmur. Today 
there can be no nation-s;iving ; far less talk of nation-building, for 
there is not that sense of assurance and security in the mind of the 
industrial jmjmlation. What is the result we find today? There is a 
veritable panic and ex^xlus of huge populations fiom industrial areas 
in and around CulcutUi. What has been the result? Sir, the labour 
woflrifrom day to day in industrial pursuits, in factories, in creating 
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materials for the supply not only of normal times but also for war 
purposes. It is more the flow of materials from faetories than the 
soldiers in the front that derides modern warfare. What has been the 
result? We find today prerisrly a^ a result of the pcdioy pursued 
during the last years the ex-Finanre Minister in his capacity as 
Labour Minister backed up by the active assistance of lion’ble members 
of the European Group succeeded in breaking all lalvour organisations, 
not allowing any cohesion, and (‘ohesive organisation among labourers 
to grow which might not only encourage the collective bargaining and 
safeguarding the interests of lalwurers hut also instil in them a spirit 
and sense of assurance that lalunir might hM>k after its own interests. 
The Indian labour is coming to reiilise more and more that they are 
exposed to the danger more tlian any other pt^ople in this country. 
Although this war has been brought on our shoulders not ns a result 
of our own cijoice, not of our own making, hut as a result of the policy 
that has been pursued by the British Government in England and else- 
where, yet we find that the j)eople who are most exiH)sed to danger are 
not the smug members doing business in (dive Street and living in the 
cozy corners of Calcutta but the naked i>oor lalK)urers who are working 
in industrial arojis in Calcutta. So, tl>e danger wliich has come on 
them has made them realise the necessity of taking active part in the 
work of (^ivil Defeiu'e, in the work of anti-air-raid precautions and in 
the work of steeling themselves against the comitjg dangers. But 
those who might have carried out this work successfully are today 
held in very large number behind prison-bars. Sir, I had occtijision only 
a few day.', ago to visit the llijli Jail where nearly 2(il security jirisoners 
and detenus are Indd ])ehind j)ris<m-bars. Among them lire to be found 
leaders of the lalvoui- movement and industrial workers in Bengali. 
The\ are held behind prison-bars as a result of the policy <if collabora- 
tion betueen the ex-Finance Ministm- and tin* ex-llome Minister backed 
up by the Eui-ojx'iin Group. This bus resulted in a feeling of utter 
helplessness all over the province. In tliis situati<»n, one .shouhl have 
thought, if I might offer a woid friendly criln ism to the Iloidlde 
Finance Ministet on this side of the Ilou.se, that this Bmlget while 
talking about elaborate schemes having been worked out on the basis 
of expert 4idvice And exjierience gained elsewliere might have t^iken 
stock of the labour situation, might have taken slock of how lalxiurers 
might have been organised and inspired to co-operate among tliem- 
selves with a view to perform their duties that they will be called upon 
to perform in a very short time. In tluit r^onnection, it would have 
been necessiiry to formulate better me^isure.s specially for the protec- 
tion of industrial population in our factories. The targets of the enemy 
bombing are not so much the civil population as these industrial bases 
in the rear and they being exposed to such danger tme of the foremost 
tasks, one of the foremost features of all schemes for the purpose of 
providing defence against the probable danger 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Your time is over. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Two minutes more, Sir. 
One of the tasks is to work out precisely schemes first and foremost 
for the purpose of ensuring defence and safety of industrial workers. 
Not only that, while talking almut the scheme of Civil Defence, we 
want U) point out that there e4in be no Civil Defence in the situation 
of today unless the people had the a<lvantage of l>eing organised to 
defend themselves also with weajwns, with training in arms, with 
training in self-defence, so that in tlie event of the enemy over-running 
the coujitry they might defend their hearths and homes — a policy that 
has been advocated even by the leading European journalist in this 
country. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I had 
no intenlion to take part in the general discussion of the Budget but 
for the fulminations from certain sections of the House during the last 
two days of the Budget discussion. We of this group and ])ai‘ty do 
not like t(» be associated with an Opposition that generally talks as if 
they are disgruntled job-hunters. We would like to take things plain 
and simple and we want the House to realise that so tar as the Congress 
Burt> is concerned they pro}>osed to follow the vdean path of honest 
pi’inciph* in all mattert' of ]>ailiamentar\ and extra-parliamentarv 
activities. The HoiCble the Finance Minister has presented a Budget 
this year which h<‘ l»as himselt admitlt’d as of a makeshift character. 
I am sur(‘ nobody knows bettcu’ than he do(‘s the limitations under 
which he had to work, lie had hardl\ two montlts to go into and 
hardly three weeks to examine the proposals in the Budget, and 
honestly speaking we must be in a j)osition to appreciate such 
dif!iculti(*s. The jiresent Ministr\ '.s^ditficulties, however, have not stood 
in the way of the Hon ble the Finance Minister assuring us that he 
would (examine the commitments of the past Cabinet and, if necessary, 
revise some of the provisions in the Budget if he is convinced that those 
are not in the best interest of the province. 

After all, as my Leader has already stated. Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee is holdirug Mr. Suhrawardy’s baby in arms, and it ill- 
behoves Mr. Suhrawardy and his party men to criticise Dr. Mookerjee’s 
Budget on the lines that have Wen repeatedly levelled against 
Mr. Suhrawardy ’s own budget in previous years. It has been stated 
that the Budget does not reflect any credit on Government. I may say 
that it is only the Congress Party that has consistently been saying this. 
It has further been pointed out that there is evidence of corruption, 
bribery and patronage. I ask the honourable members of the 
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House to realise as to who have really been responsible for this deplor- 
able state of affairs. I am surprised that Khan Bahadur Mohammed 
Ali, Mr. M. A. H. Ispahan! and others whose names have been, 
from one end of the province to the other, associated with nefarious 
activities in business circles with the help of tlie previous Government 
now come forward with a j)reciou8 advice that the j>respnt Ministry 
should give up corruption and bribery. I realise that there are certain 
Ministers in the present Ministry whose names are not very clean from 
charges of that character, and \et 1 hope that there are other persons 
in the Cabinet who will be in a position to check them from ])assing 
by that door. It does not lie in the mouth of Mr. Suhrawardy and 
Mr. Ispahani and such other perstms to talk «)f corruj)tion, bribery and 
patronage. And ^et we recognise that so lar as the j>resent Budget 
is concerned, there is hardly an evidence of any remarkable change 
and to that extent I will also not be slow in offering my severe criticisms 
of the utter inefficiency of the present Ministry to change the policy of 
Government and to present us witli something more stdid. 1 would 
only mention a few items fnmi the previous \ ear’s discussions which 
still find place in the present Budget and I would like the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister and his Cabinet to examine how far some of those 
criticisms could be avoided, if not in the cour.se of a day, at least when 
he would jirepare a future Budget. 

Sir. the fii'st criticism that was levelled against jirevious years’ 
budgets was the cog<jnt criticism of Hai ilarendra Nath Choudhuri that 
in the pre])aration of our Budget there was not sufficient attention 
given to careful budgeting both on the receijit sid(‘ as well as on the 
expenditure side. We had been for the last few years crit ici'^iiig that 
position in the I^iiblic Aci-ounts Committee and we have ioiiml, to our 
utter helples.sness, that towards the eml cd the year when (here was 
hardly a month or even less to go, we were conf ront(‘(l with Sujijile- 
mentary Budgets with large amounts provided therein and we had 
hardly aii> time to examine those additional demands. And constitu- 
tionally the position on such occu*sions had been so awkward that we 
could neither throw the supplementary (»ut nor swallow the provisions 
made therein. I hope the present Ministry will at least .see that they 
do not find them.selves faced with the same situation in future. 

The second charge that had been levelled in previous years had 
been with regard to the top-heavy character of the administration and 
increasing expenditure tm (bvil Administration in purtiimlar and on 
various other uon-nation-building services. AV e find the same gross 
negligence continued in the present Budget. We notice large expenses 
going towards not only the maintenance and strengthening of the 
political party of the Ministers but we also find new expenses provided 
for Parliamentary Secretaries an increase in whose numbers is being 
arranged for. Government Whips are now unpaid but, we apprehend, 
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these would be paid through a backdoor in the name of Parliamentary 
Secretaries later on. We also find a larger amount provided for 
Ministers although at the present moment only nine Ministers are 
functioning ajid we trust that the number would be retained at that 
figure. We do not know what their salaries would be — I say, we are 
not aware of any policy regarding the salaries of the Ministers. On 
the contrary, the nation-building services are still being starved and 
a scrutiny of the details which will be made during the demands for 
grants will show that there is hardly any increase in any of the depart- 
ments of nation-building character. At the same time we are hopelessly 
and rudely reminded of the (umtinued absence of policy and plan with 
regard to these nation-building services — particularly with regard to 
Irrigation, Agriculture, Industries, Public Health, Education, Co- 
operation, Commerce and Labour. It appears that there has been a 
perfe(‘t deadlock in the Secretariat so far as the nation-building depart- 
ments are concerned and all sins of omission and commission in these 
de])urt merits are tried to be covered u]) and condoned in the name of 
the war situation. There is hardly any useful work going on in the • 
various departments of the (iovernment excepting the c-learing of files 
with A. It. IV marks on, and important measures are held up in the 
name of the war situation. 

We have repeatedly criticised the method by which lump sums are 
provided under various heads and we have been always criticising these 
because at the end of the year we have invariably found that there 
has been no wcdl thought-out .siduune or ]dan, no maidiinery examined 
for actually putting such schenu's into operation and money was pro- 
vided more to dedude tin* public outside and decedve the members of 
the House at the time of the Budget. I trust that the present Ministry 
will at least see that smdi may not be the fate of the lump sum provi- 
sions made in the present Budged as well. \\\^ find the same policy 
of })atronuge‘ in the* grants-in-aid and in the provisions for various 
kinds of exjienditure for the de-partimmts. Wt‘ suspect — it is not possible 
to be more definite* at this stage — we suspect that the same policy of 
fiomehow maintaining thenrselvi's in power by distributing patronage 
may be continued b\ the present Ministry. 

We apprehend and I believe tlie Hon’ble Ministeis will themselves 
discover and have the frankness to admit on the floor of the House, 
that the Budget and practically the entire expenditure of Government 
are still being domineered by the Secretariat Civil Service. I am 
particularly reminding the House of the Civil Defence and A. R. P. 
services expenditure in this connection. AVith the little experience I 
have got and gained during the last few weeks, as I have been doing 
some important work in that connection, I have noticed that there is 
hardly any co-ordinated policy. In spite of the appointment of a 
so-qalled Civil Defence Minister somebody else dominates and deals with 
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the files and the Ministers do not know what is happening. There has 
been recently an officer ap]>ointed to help the Civil Defence Minister 
as (^O'Ordination Officer for Civil Defence. Last two weeks that officer 
has n(»t known wliai are his duties and he has not been acquainted with 
the Civil Defence file.s that are moving from jdace to plai'.c. This is 
because possibly ht* lia]»]>ens to be an Imlian l.C.S. offieer. Unlor- 
tunately, Sir, in the Secretariat there is a cli(jue 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.') 

Sir, may I have “> minutes more? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You ma> have d minutes more. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We find in the Secretariat that 
there is a shameful cli*avage bi'twinm Kuropean I .( .S. offic'crs and other 
officers of the State. The Luro])eans have usur]>ed all appointments 
of any responsible character under ('ivil Defence and when one Indian 
officer was appointed as Officer for Civil Evacuation, the wlnde Kuropean 
press and the Europeans in a body went against him and wanted his 
head on a charg(*r. The Minister (d' Civil Defence appears to be ludp- 
less. We susj)ect that tliere is a sinister game behind all this. We 
suspect tliat as in the matter (»f Militar> Defence we are kept completely 
in the dark, so it i> a sinister attempt (d’ the Euroi)ean gangsters to 
kee]» <mr Ministers aiid the country completely in the dark abmit what 
they are <loing with’ legaid to the matter of (dvil Defence. Sir, I 
submit that this kind <d ostrich jadicy will md do. Even leaving aside 
Military Defence, our arrangements for (Mvil Defei»ce are lar from 
sati>fa<*tt»iy and altliough all sections of the House are united to 
stieiiglhcn tlie hand> of (i(»vcrnni(‘nt in tlu* matter (d (bvil Defence, 
we find the bureaucracy, j)art iculaily the white bun‘aucrac>, still 
standing in tlie way «d' the Ministers enlisting the sympathy of the 
Congress, (d the Muslim League, o\ the Hindu Maliasabha and of 
various other vcduiilary organisations i(U- social servu-e to lielj) in 
the matter of organisation of ndief in connection with (/ivil 
Defence. AVe have found that the personnel selected for A. K. E. and 
Civil Defence have been out of certain retireil and old (dfiidals or 
henchmen of (iovernment who have }dedged their loyalty in the past 
and are considered to be "ate enough. 

Sir Keginald Maxwell admitted on the floor fd (he Central Assembly 
that thev suspected that all Indians are fifth columnists. T pray that 
if all Indians are fifth columnists, they must be left to themselves to 
decide what they would do with regard to the Japanese aggre.ssion and 
not the European masters here. 

Sir we of the Congress have made repeatedly clear our policy with 
regard’ to the war situation. We have said that the British aims on 
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the war should be clarified and defined. We are not going to let our- 
selves being dragged as pawns in the game of British Imperialists any 
more. 

Sir, I make it perfectly clear here and now that the country regards 
the present war as not a war of India. We have been dragged into 
the war against our will. We are a neutral country. We are neutral 
— at present under the domination of Britain as Belgium is under the 
domination of (icrmany. Our resources and men are being utilised 
for imperialist military purposes against our will and yet, Sir, I have 
no liesitation in saying that we are also keen to resist Nazism and 
Fas(‘ism, we are also keen to ui>h(dd democracy, we are also keen to 
usher in the New Order that has been shown light of by the Soviet 
Russia and we are prepared to help and co-o})erate in the war etforts 
only if we know that we are free agents and we are independent to 
decide our own policy and our own fate. Where is the policy? Where 
is even the indication thereof? Oestures have been made from time 
to time. The Oovernment of Britain are, however, still taking up 
a negative attitude and possibly they will come to a decision at a time ' 
when it will he too late and we shall not be in a position either to 
help or to resist. If that situation, which, 1 am afraid, is fast approach- 
ing, (onies it will not do t(> say that Indians have been fifth columnists. 
AVe shall only be transferred fnun one >oke to another and we shall 
helplessly look on when the Japanese aggressors will come and the 
Britisli aggressors will be wiped out b\ them. 

Sir, in this connection I have onl\ to point out the hel])lessness of 
the lion 'hie Defence Minister in one resj)e(‘t. 1 found in the “Bombay 
dazctte” a notice issued, dated the ‘Jn<l February, whereby the Bombay 
(jovernment ordt'red that every householder should keep sand-bag and 
sand for protective purposes and (lovernment would suppl\ all the sand 
and sand-bags free and they re(iuircd householders only to go and 
take them to their own jdaces. Tln‘v have gone further. The> have 
said that in case a lomseholder fails to take steps, (jovt‘rnment- have 
taken power to take the sand-bags to his house and deliver them there. 
On the contrary what do we find here? Orders have been issued that 
every person having an income of Ks. ,‘U) must under the penalty of 
a certain character purchase sand and sainl-bags at his own cost and 
even if the supply is not available, he runs the risk of being hauled 
up for an offence. Sir, this is the manner in which things are managed 
here and I am afraid the Hon’ble Minister does not know that this 
order has been issued from a department of which he is supposed to 
be the master. 

Sir, we are united with all progressive sections of the House in 
demanding of the present Ministry that they should assert themselves 
at the present moment. Here is an opportune moment for all of them. 
They must wrest real power and in that wresting of power if there is 
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any obstacle from either the vested interests of the European Group 
or any other interests who are now crying for Pakisthan, being set 
up by the Viceregal command or otherwise, the Ministers should be 
strong enough to overcome such obstacles and to wrest that power. 
Let us all unite in the fight for freedom and gain independence for 
India either with the help of Britain or without. 


Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the budget that lias been pre- 
sented by the Hon’ble Finance Minister contains practically no new or 
startling features. Actually it has got to be recognised that the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister had very little time to prepare his budget 
and a critical examination of the budget will show that most of the 
provisions for the nation-building departments have been practically 
repeated from the previous year’s budget, and it will also be seen that 
last year the old Ministry j)rovided very large amounts for nation- 
building departments. It is obvious that the new' Ministry cannot 
}»resent a budget with anything new, because in spite of being in office 
for three months, they have not M*t been able to formulat(‘ any policy 
or ju’ogramnu* of their own. Th(‘\ ha^e not been able to present any 
new plan or programme, and it is <juite natural that a Ministry which 
has got so man> diverse conflicting elements in it cannot present a 
plan or iirogramme. Sir, tliis (iovernment has also said that their 
new policy is one pf nation-saving. Evidently, advantage has been 
taken of the recent war situatiim. One could understand if they had 
been frank and b(dd and come forward with a policy saying that in 
view of the recent situation and the menai'e to the jirovince of Bengal 
the (Iovernment of Bengal will restrict all their other activities and con- 
fine themselves to and concentrate all their attention up(Ui th(‘ A. It. P. 
and the (.'ivil Delc'ma* .services. But even here they have not been 
frank either with this House or with the general public. While 
providing money for the nation-building departments, they do not 
propo.se to do very much for those departments. In passing 1 may 
refer to one characteristii' attitude of the Ministry wdiiidi is particularly 
headed b\ the Hon’ble Chief Minister. We were told that the 
Secondary Education Bill will be proceeded with in this se.ssion. The 
old Bill has been dropped, and although an informal conference w'as 
called and it was given out by the Hon’ble Chief Minister that he 
intended to proceed with this Bill in this session, it is obvious that 
he cannot and doe.s not propose to get on to introduce a new Bill. 
Leave alone the question of introducing the Secondary Education Bill, 
I am certain that he will not be able to publish the Secondary Educa- 
tion Bill before the .session is over. The whole policy of the Ministry 
at the present moment is to mislead the public and create an impres- 
sion that they are going to do things which they have no intention of 
doing. 
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Sir, as far as the budget is concerned, we find that Rs. 4 crores is 
estimated to be spent on Civil Defence and A. R. P. services. We 
realise that the province of Bengal is threatened with air raids and 
perhaps invasion. It is necessary to take precautionary measures, but 
unfortunately there is no scheme, there is no real knowledge of the 
local problems in connection with the A. R. P. and Civil Defence 
services. As Dr. Sanyal said, the policy with regard to the A. R. P. 
and Civil Defen(;e services is being directed by the permanent officials 
who are mostly guided by what has taken place in England or what the 
local experts tell them to do without having any knowledge of the 
local conditions. I will cite one example which I consider to be very 
important. As far as the A. R. P. and the Civil Defence services are 
concerned, in my opinion the most important question is the provision 
of overhead shelters and slit trenches for the city of Calcutta. I am 
not in a position to state what arrangements have been made for other 
towns threatened with air raids, but as far as Calcutta is concerned, 
only a provision of Ks. 85 lakhs has been made for covered shelters. 
Anyone who would take the trouble of going round the hasti areas 
will find that the covered shelters provided will only accommodate 
100 to 200 persons, whereas the hasti population of that particular 
quarter may be anything from 2,000 to 5,000. It lias been supple- 
mented perhaps by the construction of a certain number of slit trenches 
and this again will certainly not provide shelter to even 50 jier cent, 
of the people living in haHi areas. 

Now, Sir, it is the workers in the factories, the poor people living 
in the hiu^tia, who can have no other protection except the slit trenches 
or covered shelters. They are mostly distant from private houses which 
are sujiposed to give protection. The people and Government will 
mainly rely on puvca buildings to give protection to the middle class 
people. Here again I maintain that the experts are relying on this 
protection on the experience of what took ])lace in Chunking or perhaps 
Rangoon. It has been our experience that all forecasts by those who 
are supposed to know have turned out to ln‘ wrong. Recently it has 
been at Port Darwin where the Jaj)anese used high explosive bombs 
of 501) lbs. If this type of bombs or even bombs ot 250 lbs. are dropped 
in Calcutta, most of the buildings in Calcutta will offer no protection 
whatsoever. Actually the houses built .in Calcutta provide protection 
only from splinters and nothing else and if high explosives are dropped 
in Calcutta, these houses will be more like a death trap than anything 
else. Therefore, Sir, I submit that the Minister in charge of the 
Civil Defence Services should take more initiative and more personal 
interest in looking into these affairs, because he knows the local condi- 
tions and not leave it to the permanent officials over this question. 
I know that as far as the A. R. P. and the Civil Defence services are 
concerned, the old Government was very much handicapped, firstl} 
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because the Calcutta Corporation refused to recognise the possibility 
of air raids over Calcutta and refused to co-operate with the old Govern- 
ment. The Government of India also had no imlicy and gave no 
direction. Secondly, on account of the delay in coining to a financial 
settlement with the Government of Bengal, they practically retarded 
all our plans and schemes in putting the A. B. 1*. (»rganisation and 
the Civil Defence on a proper footing. The present Minister has had 
this advantage that financial aettlennuit has been made, though, as has 
been very rightly described by Mr. Suhrawardy, not vei\\ advantageous 
to Bengal. Then again the Government of India have failed to 
recognise the importance of Bengal, and partiiularl^ the Calcutta 
industrial area. AVe have always maintained that Bengal should not 
be treated on the same line as the other provinces, firstly because it is 
liable to attack much more than any (»ther provime and liable tt» a more 
serious nature of attack than any other province and, at the same time, 
practically the entire war effort and war lndustr\ of India is situated 
round about Calcutta. Therefore, we maintain that it was the duty 
of the Government td India to make a special consideration for Bengal, 
because the scale of c\i)enditure which Bengal will have to incur is 
far greater than any other province will be called up(m to do, yet 
we find that the settlement that has been arrived at is practically the 
same f(»r all practical purposes. But, Sir, after the settlement, it 
gives now latitude to the juovincial Government to get on with the 
work, and 1 hope that the Ministers instead of running about the 
country, paiticularly the Chief Minister, should remain in Calcutta 
and give .serious attention to the pressing problems of the province. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: So that you may have facilities for 
propaganda ! 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is another question which I 
think the Government should attend to. They should come forward 
and announce their policy instead of leaving the jiublic in the dark, 
and that is the question of evacuation. We are told that a scdieme 
for evacuation is being prepared and that measures are being taken. 
What is the evacuation scheme!^ What do the (iovernment want the 
public to doy On the one hand we are told that people must remain 
in Calcutta and that nobody should go. At the same time, it is 
contemplated that there will be evaeuaiion of Calcutta. What kind 
of evacuation is it going to be, temporary or permanent ? l.s it expected 
that the evacuation will be on the same lines as in Kangotm? Or is it 
only to provide temporary shelter so that people may come back? It 
is only fair that the public should be told what are the provisions that 
are being made for evacuation. Is it going to be satisfactory? Is it 
going to be of any assistance, or is it only going to cause immense 
difficulties and hardship for the people who are likely to come out? 
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Lastly, as far as A. R. P. and Civil Defence are concerned, I feel 
that it is not fair merely to call upon the province to find the money 
for A. R. P. and Civil Defence and to call upon the people to be fii*m, 
to be brave and to remain in their places. Sir, I know that one of the 
leading European papers in this city has been trying to make out that 
the Bengalees, Muslims and Hindus, are frightened and are panic- 
striken and that they will run away with the first bomb that will be 
dropped in the city of Calcutta. It is a very unfair and unjust allega- 
tion against the Bengalees. I refuse to believe that the people of 
Calcutta, the Bengalees, will be any more panicky than those of other 
towns bombed either in Europe or in Asia. It is only fair that we 
should do everything in our power to enable people to remain here. 

It is not enough merely to provide shelters and medical facilities, but 
there must be active defence provided for which will give a sense of 
security to the people and a feeling that if we stick to our place, we 
are not going to be simply shot or murdered, but some kind of defence 
is going to be put up, and it will not be easy for those who come and 
try to destroy ])eoj)le and their hearths and homes. (Cries of “Hear! ' 
hear!” from all He(*tions of the House.) Quoting the speech of a 
General or a prominent politician is not enough. We have known in 
the past that some remarks were made about tlie ade(]uateness of military 
preparations in otlier places, Singaj)ore for exam])le. We heard a 
lot about the ])reparations that were nmde in Singapcu’e, but when it 
came to tlie test, it was found that tljey amounte/1 to nothing. I feel 
thai the Ministry should consider it their duty and it is our duty also 
to claim that tlie Government and the British (lovernment must jirovide 
now for Bengal ade(juate active detence, armed for(*es, aeroplanes, anti- 
uircraff^ guns, etc. There is no justification for keeping these things 
in Great Britain. There is still time for sending tliem to Bengal. 
We can legit imatel> claim that apart from all other considerations, in 
the interests of war eifort, for the j)urpose of winning the war, for the 
protection of India, it will be necessary that these steps should be 
taken and the Government should make this demand. We have not 
been told by the Ministry that they have made any representation 
whatsoever to the Government of India and to the British Government 
or that they have taken any steps to satisfy themselves that anything 
in the shape of active defence which is really adequate is being provided 
for the defence of Calcutta. I think that in this matter Government is 
very much quibbling. 

Then, Sir, I would like to refer to another question which I consider 
of equal importance and which intimately concerns the people of the 
province. I am now referring to jute. It is well known that practically 
the prosperity of the province depends on the cultivation of jute and 
a good price being obtained for it. The Government ought to have 
kn'own that the situation has radically changed and that the jute 
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which is coBSumed mostly by mills or exported may not be consumed 
by the mills or exported. They have announced no policy whatsoever 
as to how they are going to face the situation if this vast quantity is 
produced next year 

Maulvi ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKAR: Were you not guilty of that? 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: At that time the situation was 
entirely different. The prospects were very much better and there was 
every hope that the jute that would he j)r(Hluced would be consumed 
and that a good price would be obtained. But the situation has 
absolutely changed now and thoreiore it is necessary for (loverninent 
to do this. 

1 see the blue liglit is on. 1 won’t take more time of the House. I 
only want to stress one or two points. In the budget a provision has been 
made for a grant to the University of Calcutta. In this connection, 
,1 want to raise a (juestion of poli(‘y and J particularly aj)peal to the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister who uas tlie power behind tlie throne in 
the University and is now tlie power behind the throne not only in 
the University but also in the (jovernment. The jiolicy of Ministers 
of Government taking an active part in the affairs of the University is 
in my opinion a very dangerous thing as far us the autonomy of the 
University is (‘oncerned. 1 could understand Hon’ble Ministers retain- 
ing their seats and influencing the University as long as they were 
uncertain of their position in the ministerial //o/Zi, but now that they 
are firmly entrenched I leel that the time has come when they should 
resign their posts in the University and give the Universiljf tlie 
autonomy that is necessary. Otherwise, it will be creating a very 
dangerou.s precedent in the future. 

I feel a certain amount of personal satisfaction and 1 feel that our 
party can take credit for the formulation of our policy with regard 
to the subversive movement by the present Ministry and particularly 
the supporters of the Ministry. These Ministers and their followers 
who have for the last four years been condemning us for pursuing a 
policy of suppression against the subversive movement have on their 
assumption of office not only maintained that policy but have been 
continuing the policy of arrests, internments and externments. I ask 
the House to consider the type of speeches that would have been deli- 
vered if the all-India leader of the Forw’ard Bloc had been externed 
from Bengal by an order of the Ministry. Supposing we were in that 
place, imagine how we would have been subjected to the frothing and 
fuming of Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar and to the polished Bengali 
speech that Mr, Narendra Narayan Cliakravarty would have delivered 
lashingly on the Home Minister to-day, but I find they are silent. 
There is no more any thundering condemnation by the present Finance 
23 
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Minister. I find that with the assumption of responsibility^ and having 
come to know all facts they now realise that the old Ministry were 
justified in the actions they had taken. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, I am grateful to the members of the House who have 
taken part in this debate for the frank recognition of the fact that the 
present Ministry has come into office only about two months ago and 
a certain allowance should be made to them in respect of that fact. In 
the framing of the budget, in making provisions for Civil Defence 
and in all other matters they have inherited a legacy out of which they 
cannot extrif'ate themselves. That is a point which has been brought 
out with very great significance by the honourable Leader of the 
Congress Party, and the honourable the Leader of the Opposition has 
not stinted in his appreciation of that fac't. That is something which 
is encouraging to us, for we take it as a recognition of the fact that 
given time and opportunity we shall try to write on a cleaner slate ^ 
than what has been handed down to us. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the various aspe<’ts of Civil Defence which 
have been stressed before the House, I have neither the time nor the 
opportunity within the brief compass of twenty minutes or so to give 
an adequate idea of what is being done in that respect by tlie present 
Ministry. Sir Nazimuddin has very frankly stated that much of 
what has been done was done during his regime: and from the informa- 
tion that T have been able to gather I know that the shaping of the 
policy^^was to a large extent done by the ex-Home Minister, and the 
appointments and the details of the working which we have inherited 
were adopted by the previous Ministry under his inspiring guidance so 
that if any praise attaches to us now much of it is due to him and if 
any blame attaches to us, of which a great deal has been voiced on 
the floor of the House by the Opposition, much of it goes as well to his 
share. 1 think we cannot legitimately lay any claim on that. 

Now, Sir, there are some points which have been very prominently 
brought out towards the end of this debate on behalf of the Opposition 
to which I shall make a passing reference before I proceed further. 
At the very outset I shall take notice, if I may, of one observation 
which has been made by my esteemed friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 
He says that an Indian Special Officer has been appointed in the Civil 
Defence Co-ordination Department, but he is not being given all the 
facilities to which he can justly lay his claim. By facilities probably 
he means the facilities that are accorded to European officials in the 
Secretariat. I do not think the time has yet come for passing a 
judgment of that character. 



1942.1 BUDGET DISCUSSION. 389 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But he does not yet know his 
duties. 

The Hon'bfe Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mv friend seems to 
know more about Secretariat matters than we ourselves seem to know, 
but at the same time I can assure him that since he has joined my 
work only about a week or so apo it must take him some little time to 
settle down to his work, for he has been brought here from the general 
department in which he was engaged as Additional District Magistrate 
in Comilla. Having been provided with work of a wholly ilifferent 
nature, it will take some little time for him to have a grasp on the 
work he has been called upon to do in order that he may P'lt forth his 
"liest endeavour and ability in the discharge of his new duties. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: In the meantime ('aloutta may be 
bombed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: We cannot help 
that. AVe can only take sicj)x! to pn)tect oursidvcs and adopt measures 
for Civil Defence, 

There is one other matt(*r to which reference has been mad(* by 
Dr. Nalinak.'^lia San\al and that is the order of the Dombay (lovern- 
ment laving down t.iiat that (lovernment w’ill supply sand and sand- 
bags free to all and sundry. 1 am not unaw'are of this order. 1 
understand tliat that older wa.s piiblish(‘d a few days agff in the liomhafj 
Gazette, 1 think on the l!)th February last. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On the 2nd February that order 
was issued. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Might be, but it 

found its way to me only recently. I admire the vigilance of 
Dr. Sanyal on that point. I am not unaware that such an order has 
been pa.ssed, but T would draw^ his attention to the fact that Hombay 
is .somewhat differently situated from Calcutta so far as sand is 
concerned. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Throw dust instead of sand. 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I hope Dr. Sanyal 
will agree with me that people of Bombay can get sand ff)r the mere 
asking or by meTely going to the .sea shore. But Calcutta is very 
differently situated. Here the supply of sand is intermixed with the 
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question of transport. Transport is a problem which is baffling all 
our efforts, because it is in the hanjs of the Government of India who 
are themselves very much in difficulty over this question at the present 
moment. As regards bags, well, these are certainly within our purview 
to secure, and 1 can assure Dr. Sanyal that we have taken steps for 
the free supply of sand and the supply of bags at a minimum cost of 
one auna each, provided this experiment works successfully. We are 
going to make an experiment at once, and if we find that this free 
Hupi)ly of sand can ibe effectively managed and operated upon, if this 
sand does not evaporate into thin air at places where they are dumped 
and if these bags can be successfully used by i)eople who are really in 
need of them as distinct from people who can certainly purchase them 
if they so desire, we shall take steps to carry out the experiment which 
we are going to start immediately. That is a decision which had 
already been taken even before this Bombay order came to our notice. 

Now, Sir, Sir Nazimuddin says that there are no schemes and the 
officials who have undertaken the task of formulating the Civil Defence ^ 
scheme have no local knowledge. I do not know when this revelation 
dawned upon my honourable friend. He had entrusted everything 
in th(‘ hands of the officials; in the matter of drawing up schemes, in 
the matter of jiroviding Civil Defence, everything was entrusted in 
their hands. It is now my effort to associate non-official opinion as 
much as possible with our Civil Delence measures in Calcutta. I can 
give this assurance to the House tliat the fulb^st J)ossible attempt will 
be made to associate non-official ojiinion and advice in all our efforts 
from the point of view of effective provision for Civil Defence and, as 
much as it becomes necessary, to associate w 'lih non-official efforts — not 
merely opinion and advice — in the matter of helping Civil Defence. 
We shall not stop at any stage but will go forward. In fact, there 
is a scheme already in the making which is likely to be put forth and 
given effect to from the coming week to associate non-official leaders 
of Calcutta in every area by setting up Civil Defence Committees. 
They will be requested to advise Civil Defence officials, Civil Defence 
w'ardeus, Civil Defence casualty-workers so that all the grievances of 
the public might be brought to the notice of the highest officials of 
tht! department and fhe intentions of the department may be conveyed 
similarly to the public generally. These non-official committees will 
consist of people of the highest influence and respectability in their 
particular areas and they will, I am sure, exercise a good deal of 
influence upon our civil defence measures in Calcutta. That is a 
problem wdiich I have been trying to tackle since this new portfolio 
wae created. Provided non-official gentlemen come forward in a 
spirit of help, come forward in a spirit of reliance upon what is being 
done, I am sure we can get the highest possible assistance from non- 
offloial opinion in Calcutta and 
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Mft ABOUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am 
sorry to intervene, but we are all in great <langer. The House has been 
surrounded by a very large number of students who have also entered 
the hall outside. They are supposed to be students from some medical 
school and they have come perhaps to see the Ghief Minister or to 
attack him — I do not know what. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will just enquire. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I may give the House information 
on this. T had personally been there and talked to them. They are 
students of the Campbell Medical School. They have been car(*fully 
and patiently listened to by the Hon’ble Mr. ShaTiisuddin Alimed and 
the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Hashemali Khan and all their grievances 
have been placed and are being emiuired into, and Mr. Siddiqi may 
rest assured that there will be no molestation on him whei\ he goes 
out. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: They arc inside the lobby. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U; Sir. wit it regard to 
the digression, I am already aware that a deputation has come, and 1 
told th('m that 1 cannot leave the chamber when honourable members 
of the House ai’e addressing th(‘ Cliair on tiu* (jU(‘Htion of (’ivil Defence 
and they have agret'd in writing to wait until 1 am free. 

Then, Sir, there is one (piestion to wliich Sir Nazimuddin has 
drawn pointed attention, and titat is the <}U(‘stion of evacuation. 1 
am sorry tliat he Itas not followed the <‘ommuni(jues which have been 
issued from time to time by (jovernment on this (]m*stion. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of ])erHonaI ex])Ianation. 

One of the reasons why I raised these things was that as far as I w-as 
aware the original idea was to provide at least a crore of rupees for 
covered shelters. I find that that has been reduced to only do lakhs 
of rupees. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On the question of 
evacuation I can say here and now that there is no question of com- 
pulsory evacuation of the population in Calcutta. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal: At present.) I am talking of “at present.” In fact, 

Dr. Sanyal hjas done real service by pointing out that nobody can 
anticipate what is going to happen in the immediate future in regard 
to these matters. Provision for Civil Defence must always be in the 
very nature of things more or less an intelligent guess ; sometimei " ' 
it may be an unintelligent guess, but it must be guess-work and * 
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speculation to a certain extent. The enemy is developing his metho^ 
of warfare from day to day and his fields of operation are enlarging 
from day to day. That requires constant revision of our Civil Defence 
measures and constant revision of our policy so that Dr. Sanyal is 
quite right in saying that at present there is no contemplation for 
compulsory evacuation. That is undoubtedly so, and that I want to 
make clear. At the same time I desire to make it clear that^there is 
no intention of checking the outflow of the population from. Calcutta 
on a voluntary basis. Those wlio are not recjuired to stay here in 
connection with the essential services are free to leave Calcutta and go 
anywhere they like. But essential services must be maintained, and 
steps have got to be taken by (lovernment for the purpose of keeping 
the essential services going to tlie fullest possible extent in Calcutta 
and in industrial areas. That is the position with regard to evacua- 
tion. The word “eva(uiati()n” is a misnomer more or less. The word 
has been adopted because it is so well known to the public. It really 
means voluntary exodus, and if voluntary exodus takes place Govern- 
ment are already aware as to the measures that will have to be taken. ' 
Temj)orary shelters will have to be erected and they are all in the way 
of making necessary arrangements. 

Provision for feeding a large population which may move out of 
Calcutta is being made. In this respect it is my h()])e that voluntary 
organisations will come forward to assist the (iovernment in the matter 
of taking charge of this crowd and in the matter of feeding and provid- 
ing them with shelb‘r. (Air. Sckcmmi 1)\tta: Has the (iovernment 
any scheme for evacuating children y) I do not think any scheme has 
been prepared for the compulsor\ evacuation of children yet. 

Then there is one question with regard to the refugees which the 
Hon’ble Leader of the (Congress I^arty has raised in a very pointed 
fashion. I am sure that non-official agencies are doing their very best 
to meet the refugees at the railway stations or at the steamer ghats 
and giving succour to them. Government are extremely grateful to 
every non-official agency which has come forward and undertaken the 
burden; and here on the floor of the House I am entitled to acknowledge 
freely and frankly that the services that they have been giving are of 
inestimable value to the Government. At the same time I am sure 
the honourable member knows that Government are not altogether 
callous or negligent to this question as has been suggested here. They 
have already spent more than a lakh of rupees in order to find food 
and in many cases to find the railway fare for the ev^uees who are 
coming from Burma either by road or by boat. And I am sure that 
if a perfect understanding is established between these non-official 
agencies^and the members of the Sheriff’s Committee which has been 
set up in Calcutta, the work will proceed very smoothly. These 
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i^acuees are being housed temporarily in dharavisallas and in mumfir- 
kl^nas and arrangements are being made to provide them with coupons 
and 'tickets which will entitle them to draw upon the resources of the 
Goveinment in the way of temporary relief, 1 do think. Sir, that it is 
a bit of exaggeration to say that (lovernment are not doing anything 
in the matter. It may be that on certain occasions when the Hon’ble 
Leader of the Congress Party had visited these railway stations he 
could not ipot out any (lOvernment officer. It is just possible. He has 
also given me the credit of not being aware of this parlicular fact, 1 
am grateful to him for having brought this to my notice. 1 shall at 
once try to fin<l out what the exact position is. 

I do not know' if it is necessary for me to give an indicut ioti of the 
measures which have been adopted for Civil Detence, because these 
are more or less known to the member.s of the House. Sir, it has been 
suggested that (jovernment are taking these protective measures and 
spending large sums of money for the jmrpose of providing these protec- 
tive measures at the expense of the nation-building services. We agree 
* that for the time being nation-building services have had to slow down 
to an extent which we do not like at all. None of us in this House 
w'ould like that, but at the same time the overwhelming consideration 
for providing piotective measures for the civil po])ulution who are not 
aw’are and cannot in the nature of things be aware of the military 
preparations wliich have been made, the overw'helming need for j)idvid- 
ing civil protective measures of a jmpulation oannot be overlooked, 
it is from that point of view that such an enormous provision has had 
to be made in our budget for the purpose of Civil Defence work. 
At the same time honourable members are well aware that the major 
part of this bill w’ill be footed by the (iovernment of India, Most of 
the money will come froni them just as a large part of the amount 
which is being spent or will be spent by the Corporation of (’alcutta 
will travel down to its coffers from the l^rovincial (Jovernment . 
Ultimately it is the Government of India which have taken a 
tremendous amount of financial respoirsihility in those matters. If 
money comes to us and the Government of India indicate the lines on 
which this 'money. should be spent, why .should we say that we do not 
want this mone}', we shall not spend all this for the jiurjiose of provid- 
ing Civil Defence measures when we find that we cannot divert any 
part of the money for natioinbuilding purposes w'iihin the province 
itself. That is the position. 

Now, Sir, I do not think that I should at this stage trouble the 
House bv givi^ a <*atalogiie of what has been done for the purpose of 
providing these protective measures and providing hospital beds and 
other first aid arrangements. It is probably known that already about 
10,000 extra beds have been provided in and around Calcutta for Air 
Kaid casualties. It is also probablj’ known that First Aid Parties 
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have been organised, although I must say that they are very much 
undermanned and public support, sympathy and co-operation *are 
needed in that respect. 

As regards the provision against fire, extra arrangements have been 
made, and 1 think I ought to tell the House at this stage that in 
Calcutta provision has been made for 900 operatives. The strength 
of the Fire Brigade has been raised from 200 to 900. Additional fire 
stations are now under consideration. Reserve depots, barracks and 
training schools have been provided for. Additional equipment has 
been ordered and is on its way. The additional cost of these schemes 
for Calcutta amounts nearly to Rs. 40 lakhs and a recurring expendi- 
ture of Rs. 02,000. The mufassal areas have been inspected by the 
Chief Officer of the Calcutta Fire Brigade. He has made his recom- 
mendations and those recommeiulations are being implemented. So 
far as mufassal areas are concerned a Fire Adviser to the Government 
has been appointed who is himself a retired Chief Officer of the Calcutta 
Frie Brigade. 

In {hilcuOa water has been stored already in certain tanks for fire- 
fighting pur]>oses; approaches to tanks, nuUas and canals are being 
broadened and improved and IdO underground reservoirs are being 
built in (hilcutla. Mobile canvas containers have been purchased and 
have been fitted on to lorries. 

(At this stage file Hon’ble Mitiister readied his time-limit, but was 
allowed to speak for five minutes more.) 

In the mufassal areas trailor pumj)s have been provided and fire- 
fighting scjuads formed. Other trailor pumps have been ordered. 

As an adjunct to the Fire Brigade and trailor pump squads street 
fire ])arties e(juij)p(‘d with stirruj) pumj)s are being formed both in 
Calcutta and in the mufassal. I regret to announce to the House that 
So far as street fire parties are concerned there has not been sufficient 
response from the public to join these parties. Under the circum- 
stances I am thinking of reorganising the entire street fire party 
organisation and to form house jirotection parties on a non-official basis 
which will be provided with pumps and other fire-fighting appliances 
on certain conditions. 

The next important branch of Civil Defence is First Aid to those 
who may get injured in an Air Raid. First Aid Parties have been 
formed both in Calcutta and in the mufa.ssal. Motor vehicles are 
being requisitioned and purchased and converted into ambulances and 
transport for sitting cases. There is still room for many more men 
and women in the First Aid Services and progress now depends 
entirely on the pace of recruitment. I do appeal to every member of 
the House to help the Government in the recruitment of First Aid 
workers in the First Aid Parties, 
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Associat^ with First Aid is the provision of hospital arranjfeinenta 
for Air Raid casualties. I have already said that about 10,000 beds 
have been provided in Calcutta industrial area; 150 additional beds at 
Chittagong, 100 beds at Asansol and 50 beds at Kulli Hospital for 
Barakar industrial area have been sanctioned and are being pushed 
through. Enrolment of additional nurses is jiroceeding and male 
nurses are being trained. 

The Corporation of Calcutta must be given its due share of praise 
in coming forward most energetically in helping Covernment in all 
these measures. The Calcutta Corporation have drawn uj) schemes 
for Civil Defence most of which relate to the maintenan<‘c of communi- 
cations and essential services. Mobile rejiair parti(‘s have been estab- 
lished and provided with transports. SIocKn of mu'essary repair 
materials have been accumulated.* Camiis for essiuHial labour have 
been prepared or are being prepared for housing (‘onservancy staff and 
other essential services. Water and drainage pumping stations have 
been protected, and an alternative water-supply of 2,500 tube-wells 
has been provided in Calcutta at a cost of about Rs. 15J laklis. 

Now, Civil Defence schemes of the tbllowing municijuilii ies on 
similar lines have been examined and sanctioned so far --(l) Serampore, 
(2) Baidyabati, (d) Kharda, (4) Budge-Budge, (5) Barracki>ore. (0) 
Rishra-Koiinagar, (7) Hooghly-Chinsurah, (8) Tiltaghur, (0) 
Bhadreswar, (10) T/dlygunge, (11) South Suburban, (12) Bally, (Id) 
Champdani, (14) Ctiarpara, (15) Carden B(*ac}i, (Hi) Kolning, (17) 
Chittagong, (18) Bansbaria, (10) Howrah. The t(dal non-recurring 
costs of these schemes come up to one lakh fifty thousand approximate- 
ly and the total recurring cost will come up to about Bs. 10,000 per 
month. Schemes of other areas are now under examination. 

Steps are being taken for meeting the j)os>ible outlireak of epidemics 
in the threatened area^. A scheme for the <■s1abIl^hInenl of four 
infectious disea-^-es liospitals in the Calcutta industrial area lias been 
prepared and steps are being tak<*n to set up two of these hospitals as 
early as possible. 

A scheme for the enforcement of the Ei»idemic Dis(*a‘'Cs Act in the 
threatened areas is ready. Arrangements have been made for tiie 
storage of vaecine lymph and cholera vacf-ine sufficient for several 
months’ consumption at a safe pla<-e out-'ide the vulnerable areas. 

Provision has been made on as large a scale as is practicable for 
the construction of slit trenches which f(»rm an excellent protection 
from bombs. In addition and particularly lor congested hnsii areas 
public shelter in well-built purca bouse.s are being provided. Woi^lc is 
now going on in 500 such houses with the object of making them • 
thoroughly safe. Brick street shelters are also being built where 
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there is room for them in the streets. I will invite those who do not 
'believe this statement to accompany me and have a personal inspec- 
tion. 

Now, Sir, in this way apart from shelter afforded by pucca private 
houses shelter from bombs is being provided for considerably more than 
25 per cent, of the population. I suppose that is an achievement upon 
which any Government can honestly feel proud. If it can provide 
iic(;ommodation for more than 25 per cent, of the population and can 
work up to that standard, it will be something on w^hich, I think, this 
House can congratulate itself. This figure has been worked out on the 
basis of what has been done in London and other bombed areas and 
from that point of view our standard is not at all behindhand. 

Schemes liave been framed for the relief of persons bombed out of 
their liouses. Belief centres are 'being organised for housing and 
feeding such j)eople both in Calcutta and in mufassal Air Kaid stations. 
Kit('hens are being organised in Calcutta from which food will go out 
not only to these relief centres but also to Civil Defence workers and 
those in other essential services. 

Other schemes have been taken in hand to give relief to such people 
as may esca])e by road from Calcutta and other congested areas in the 
event of air raids. In Calcutta the Corporation have undertaken to 
keep the retail Hhoj)s open in the markets. Arrangements are now being 
made by the '(h)mmerce Department for ensuring a sufficient reserve of 
essential ioodst lifts which may tide Calcutta over any temporary 
difficulty of communication. 

The greatest need of Civil Defen(*e at the present moment is greater 
keenness and more enthusiasm on the part of the public and immediate 
recruitment of large numbers of workers, both men and women. The 
work is being done by various departments and various authorities. 
Government are now taking steps for a better co-ordination of their 
work and for better contact between them and the representatives of 
the public. 

May 1 conclude my ob.servations with an appeal, most earnest appeal 
to every member of the House, particularly the members of the Opposi- 
tion, to come forward and a.ssist Government in the measures that they 
have adopted and contemplate to adopt. 


The Hon’ble Dr, 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, during the last three days I have listened with great attention 
to the remarks which have fallen from different parts of the House 
regarding budget proposals for 1942-43. 

Sir, one of the remarks which has come in for a good deal of 
criticism from several members is that I said that my budget was in 
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the nature of a war budget. As the House will recall, I explained that 
only in a limited sense, permitted as we were to deal with Civil Defence 
of considerable magnitude, my budget was in the nature of a war 
budget. I don’t like war, particularly when I know that my country is 
unarmed and unprepared and cannot face a modern war. But I have 
heard with some interest the remarks of those very members who did 
not like my using that expression, and most of the remarks of the mem- 
l)ers have dealt with nothing but the war. The reason is obvious. 
The reason is that we all feel that the present budget discnssion is 
ratlier out of touch with tlie realities of the grave situation that confronts 
us to-day. The Hon’ble Ticader of the 0]>position in one portion of 
his speech referred, and referred ehKjuenlly, to the lack of military 
preparedness of Bengal and to the undeniable fact that the Bengalf^es 
to-day are not in a ])osition actively to defend their hearth or home in 
a manner which every ])atriotic son and daughter of Bengal wo\ild like 
to do. I don't think that tlo're is any difference of opinion Ixdween 
the present Ministry and the opinion wliich lias Ihhui exj)resst‘d by the 
Leader of tlie ()pj)()sition. But may I ask liim as perhaps the main 
moving spirit beliiiid the past Ministry that misruleil over Bengal for 
years, may 1 ask him, Sir, as the Home Minister of the past 
Ministry, what steps did the past (iovernment take since September, 
1939, to get those e.ssential ])rivileges for the people of Biujgal so that 
they could be ready from the military standpoint to defend their 
province when the time cameP May 1 remind him that even on a 
question like the extension of the Thiiversity Training Corps when we 
wanted facilities to be given in the mufassal towns in tbi.s province to 
enable young Bengalees to join the corps in larger numbers, there were 
the usual obstacles and diffeulties that people could not l)e trusted and 
as such institutions could not be organi.si'd in tlie mufassal centres. But 
let us not quarrel to-day about what be did or what be did not do. 
This is a point of view which he has given expression to, which I have 
also emphasised in some portions of my budget statement, which T may 
incidentally remind Mr. Suhrawardy were not dictated by my Secretary 
or the Secretariat. I have seen during the last two months that there 
are many things which were dictated by the Secretariat to which the 
past Ministers had meekly .submitted themselves and it will take some 
time before we can turn a new leaf and create a new tradition of 
administration in Bengal. But so far as this question is concerned, I 
put in that statement a|| representing the viewpoint of every Bengalee 
and every lover of Bengal irrespective of caste or community. The 
Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition knows that this relates to a sphere of 
activity over which the provincial Government has no power under the 
constitution. The Ministry wants tliat without a moment’s delay the 
present attitude should be changed and if the Ijcader of the Opposition 
and also other leaders of other sections of the House and the general 
public outside strengthen the hands of the Ministry to enable it to put 
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forward this demand which it has already put forward — I can say that 
without disclosing any secret^ — I belicTe it may be possible to achieve 
"the object which is dearest to our hearts. 

With regard to Civil Defence, we are fully aware of the fact that 
without proper co-ordination of Civil Defence and Military Defence, it 
is impossible to defend the country against the ravages of a modern war, 
but we have to face facts. To-day standing as we do, we have not any 
control over the military side. That is a fact. What does the Leader 
of the Opposition, what do the members of the Opposition, want us to 
do? Because we have nothing to do with Military Defence, shall we 
sit tight and say that we are not going to take any step whatsoever for 
the Civil Defence of the people of this province? After all, even if 
measures are taken to the fullest extent from the military point of view, 
Civil Defence is necessary. That has been shown in a city like London 
which was fully prepared to meet the attack from the enemy side. 
Even then, London was bombed and lumibed in a manner which let us 
hope and pray Calcutta will not be bombed. They had their machinery 
ready. They had their civil population trained and prepared, and they • 
had got them all ready to meet the emergency of that situation. And 
what have we tried to do during the last two months? We have tried 
to put into effect those essential schemes of Civil Defence, without which 
we consider life and property would not be at all safe in this city and 
in many other jiarts of the province. Some members of the Opposi- 
tion yesterday and the day before tried to cut a joke that we have made 
some arrangements for Mvrda-farash. That is not the point of view 
from which we would like to look at this grave responsibility, for after 
all if by the efforts of the public, it is possible to save the lives of some 
individuals or make misery less intolerable, are we not doing a duty 
which every civilized (lovernmeut is expected to do? I believe, Sir, 
that it is not possible for us to do what it is our duty to do unless we 
can get to our side the active and willing co-operation of all sections of 
the public. Here 1 would make my api>eal specially to the Leader of 
the Opposition. What<‘ver opposition he wants to put forward against 
the present Ministry in other spheres, so far as this sphere of activity 
is concerned, viz., saving Calcutta and Bengal from the effects of air 
raids, we hope it will be possible for us to depend on his co-operation 
and also on the co-operation of other sections of the House which can- 
not be entirely identified with Government to-day. 

With rt'gard to the details of Civil Defence measures, discussions 
on these detailed items will take place when we proceed with the budget 
next week. I was rather struck l)y the manner in which one member 
of the Opposition at any rate, Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, put his 
point of view before the House. He made some constructive sugges- 
tions, particularly in the sphere of economic stability of the province. 
He raised the question of transport. H« raised the question of increas- 
ed supply of foodstuffs and also the question of labour. I can assure 
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him that we appreciate such constructive suggestions and these are 
indeed spheres of work which are already engaging the serious atten- 
tion of Government, but these are matters in respect of which we are 
not entirely by ourselves in a pOvSition to make the final decision. Take 
the question of transport. Take the question of wheat. There was an 
apprehension of shortage of wheat a few wtH^ks ago. Wheat was 
available in the Punjab, but wheat was not coming to Bengal l>ecau8e 
there was shortage of transport, because there were demands for wheat 
from other quarters, over w^hich Bengal has no (‘ontrol. What did we 
do? We sent out our officer to Delhi. There was a conference and 
there has been some adjustment. The Commissioner of Wheat was him- 
self in Calcutta and we have been able to secure some measure of supply 
of this essential foodstuff for the future use of (’alcutta. 1 am just 
giving this by way of illustration. Take, for instance, the (juestion of 
transport. Before the question w’as raised here, one problem which is 
engaging the attention of Government and its officers is that if railway 
transport breaks down, either on account of other urgent calls on the 
^ railways on account of military o]»eration8 or on account of bombing 
raids or for otln'r reasons, why should we not be abb* to provide for 
river traTis])()rt? Wli\ should we not be able to explore the possibility 
of having an alternative route by means of river transport? That is 
a question which we liave taken steps to enquire into. Then again, 
there is another big proidem. Calcutta has to depend for a number of 
food commodities on su])plies from places outside Bengal. For 
instance, we use mlistard oil, but mustard comes from the United 
Provinces. 1 am not entering into details so far as these things are 
concerned, hut these are (juestions which the Agriculture ])e]»artment 
must tackle. And it has already start(‘d taking necessary steps in that 
direction. AVhy should we not look ahead and make provision for 
increased j^roduction of foodstuffs for Bengal so that Bengal may he 
self-sutlieient to as large an extent as j)()ssible. Should there not W 
effective scheme for decentralisation, for instance, even within the 
province, there may 1 k‘ a deadlock and it may he possilde for us to 
organise each district in such a manner that it may supply its essential 
food requirements during the period of emergency ? I am mentioning 
these topics for thjs reason that these are problems which, in my opinion, 
should have been tackled by the previous Government. They should 
not have left things to lie decided after the 12th of December, 1941. 
When we took over charge of office we found there was no scheme, 
there was no policy; and all that was left to us was a legacy of debts. 
We had to consider de novo these vital questions. 

With jegard to the main criticisms which have been put forward by 
the members of the Opposition that this budget does not disclose any 
big scheme or any big policy, I do not want to minimise the difficulties 
which confronted us when it fell to my lot to prepare the budget esti- 
mates for 1942-43. We took over charge of administration after 16th 
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December, 1941, and the meeting of the Cabinet at which the budget 
had to be passed was held on 6th or 7th January, 1942. It was really 
impossible for any Government — I do not and I cannot say much about 
that superman who occupied that office before I came here — but I 
believe that it is impossible for any human being to reshape the policy 
and administration of a province like Bengal during a period of 
emergency within this short period of two or three weeks. We recog- 
nise at the same time that there are items of expenditure which require 
re-investigation in the best interest of the province, and as I indicated 
in the Budget Statement, I would welcome wholeheartedly any 
constructive suggestion coming from any side of the House indicating 
the manner in which the present Ministry should scrutinize the budget 
estimates so as to represent the real welfare of the people of this 
province. I shall not deal very much with Mr. Suhrawardy. In fact, 

I know him so well that if T start talking about him, I might be say- 
ing things which he at any rate will not very much like. Sir, 
Mr. Suhrawardy talked about plans and schemes. What sort of plans 
and schemes did he envisage when he ])rpspnted the budget last year? # 
I find from his own quotation, “provision was made for marketing of 
cottage industry products.” 1 was just enquiring why big sums of 
money are lapsing at the end of the financi;il year touching ujjon the 
activities of tli(‘ nation-building departments for which the Opposition 
is shedding crocodile tears to-day. (At this stage Mr. Fazlur llahman 
intt'rviMicd. ) One gentleman has started interrupting me: it is 
Mr. Fazlur Bahman, (’hainnan of the Technical' Education Advisory 
Commit te<\ AVhat was the great polic\ of the past Government in 
appointing these (V)mmitt(*es ? You in the Opposition helped in the 
appointment of a Technical Advisory Committee and placed at il)e head 
of the (h)minittee a j)er8on who knew nothing about technical educa- 
tion. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 
(Lt)ud noise from the Coalition Benches.) 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, when I 
am on my (►wn legs 1 am not going to give in in favour of any personal 
explanation. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, when the Hon’ble Minister is 
talking without sufficient knowledge, certainly I am entitled to speak 
by way of offering a personal explanation. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I did not 

utter a single word about him until the honourable member interrupt- 
ed me, and I am not going to give in when I am in possession of the 
House. 
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Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Rahman, you are only attempting 
to explain your position which you can do later on. I have nothing 
to decide in the present rase unless it be a point of order. 

Mr* FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I rise on a point of order. My 
point of order is that personal explanations have been allowed in this 
Assembly during the speeches of Hon’ble Ministers in the past, and I 
crave your indulgence, Sir, to allow me to offer a personal explanation 
now under your Chairmanship. 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is no point of order, and I will 
decide the point whether you can offer a personal explanation or not 
later on. If necessary, 1 will give you a chance to exj)lain your posi- 
tion later on. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: That is with 
regard to cottage industry ])roduct8. Provision of several lakhs of 
rupees was made in tlie last budget for marketing of cottage industries 
and the whole amount^has lapsed for want of sclnunes and ideas. 
Pray do not forget the budget was passed in March, 1941, and the last 
Ministry gave uj) its otfice in December, 1941. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Ask your Chief Minister. 

The Hon’ble Dr: 8YAM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: Yes, every- 
thing is to he referred to the Chief Minister and not to other 
ex-Ministers, for the latter were there simply to ex})loit the former. 

The next item I wisli to refer to is the Fisheries l)ei)arlment. 
“There is a proposal for the inclusion of K.s. 89, ()()() fftr tin* develop- 
ment of the Fisheries Department,” these higli-sounding words were 
voiced in the Finance Mini.ster’s statement last year. His sch(*me was 
ready. But up till now nothing has been done and the money is going 
to lapse. 1 have given two instances taken at random. I say that 
you will find no sucli camouflage in the lludget Stattonent of the 
present Finance Minister. 

Let me come to a bigger general issue now. It is being asked, 
what has this Ministry done since Kith Decemlx'r, 1941 Two months 
have elapsed and wdthin this ]KMiod you exj)e('ted us to do great things 
while you could do nothing during the long iM^riod you liad l>een in 
office. Later, Sir, somebody has said that the present budget estimates 
represent a mountain producing a mou.se. If I may use another 
metaphor with a similar motive, Sir, like bloated frogs, speaker after 
speaker has got up and repeated his master’s voice and thundered and 
thundered that the Hon'ble Mr. Fazlul Huq is a betrayer and a traitor 
and that there is no hope for the province so long as he is not removed 
from his office. (At this stage there were cries of “Certainly he in** 
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from the l^fuslim League Benches.) Let me, Sir, ^remind my friends 
to the left — let them havl a little patience — how did the year 1937-38, 
the first year of provincial autonomy, start; with^the Niemeyer Award 
Bengal got something; financially Bengal was bankrupt before that 
because of the Meston Award. I was just calculating the extra sum 
which came not into the pocket, not entirely of the ex-Finance 
Minister, but certainly into the coffers of the province of Bengal. The 
extra sum which came during their peripd of office was the modest 
sum of Rs. 7 crores and 60 lakhs, if you take 1937-38 to be the basic 
year. Now, Sir, where has this 7 crores and 30 lakhs gone? That 
answer Bengal will demand from the honourable members who now 
occupy the Opposition Benc.hes. Seven crores and 50 lakhs were 
available for the use of nation-building departments. 

Sir, Tititie summarise very briefly what the reason is. The reason 
- is 

Mf/ H i 8t 8UHRAWARDY: Your calculation is wTong. 

The Hon'fole Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Yes, every- 
thing that I say is wrong, because you never said nor did the right thing 
when you were expected to do so. 

The reasorris very simple^ The reason is that there was no scheme; 
thpre was no planned organisation of the province. It was simply a 
case of spending for the purposes which Mr. Mohammed Ali and 
Mr. Ispnhani have said — patronage, bribery and jobbery. 

I liked Mr. Siddiqi — 1 am sorry he has left his place — I liked the 
way in which he started yesterday asking me in a tone Avhich I much 
appreciated that as Finance Minister I .should look into the activities 
of certain peopk*— contractors, agents of contractors and their sub- 
agent s—person a behind thV scenes. I thought here was a chance for 
the new Finance Minister. We were getting confidential infffffmation 
of technical processes, of how the past Ministry used to conduct itself. 

I thought he would continue to be communicative and his next reference 
would relate to the secrets of the fathn market, the mysteriea of the 
Pretoria Street and perhaps even the great epic of Jagtiar car. But, 
alas, Mr. Siddiip suddenly stopped by mentioning only about the 
contractors, agents of contractors and sub-agents of contractors. He is 
not here, but I am going to make a request to him that he may write 
confidentially and I shall not betray him — and, of course, he will not 
be transgressing the law of libel. * And^Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, after 
all, has not entirely forgotten the relationship between him and me 
and in his sober moments he may take me into his confidence and 
strengthen my hands in purifying the administration of the effects of 
theat obnoxious things for which he and his colleagues were responsible 
for all thesjs years. 
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We know, Sir, that it is ^ Yerv difficult time. We know that it is 
not possible for us to administer this provfJlce peacefully unless we 
can carry all communities and all parties with us. It was, therefore, 
with a good deal of d^iberation that 1 on bejialf of my colleagues made 
that appeal for ham^ouy, for a truce at any rate. 

Now, Sir, extracts were read o^t the other day of speeches which 
I am supposed t 9 hilve delivered. (Nawabzada K. |^.\sarullah : 
“You didn’t?”) I didnjt. Alany of those things have been taken out 
from where? They came as -a surprise to me. They were taken from 

the C. 1. D. reports (Continued interruptions from the Muslim 

League Benches.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER* Order, order. When Sir T^’aiRinuddin 
spoke, tliere was no disturbance; when Mr. Suhrawardy jpok% there 
was no disturbance. T ]u>pe there will be no disturbance when tljygi 
Hon’ble Finance Minister is .speaking. 

The Hoffi*bl6 Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir! Hie 

reason why my friends to the left are getting so agitated is that my 
remarks are in the nature of home thrusts. My accusations^nre going 
a bit deep and deeper. , I can well apjireoiatc the discomfort^ they are 
suffering from. So fat as those alleged speeches are concerned, *they 
are not taken from any public documents. They are supjiosed to be 
extracts made under the direction of the ]>revious Ministry from 
C. I, D. rejiorts — I liad tbut verified yesterday afternoeSU after 1 went 
back from' tills pfece — wliicli were, I believe, in the iiossession of the 
past Home Mini.ster or his brotlier, the ex-Chiet Whip. 1 approached, 
the same department which was directed to make these extracts for 
some pious purpose, which, I believe, the Hten Home Minisler bad in 
view. Tbf same dejiartment has collected from the very same (J. I. D. 
reports other 8enten(^es wffiich give a lie direct to the .statements which 
were collected and w'hich through some unknown agency found their 
place in the columns of the Star of Ivdm. I shall not refer to that 
portion any longer. But I shall refer to the attaek.s — most filthy 
attacks — made ou the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul ilmp f do not hold 
any brief for hii%. but k is my duty to point this out because* it does 
not concern him alone — it concerns us who have joined the same 
Cabinet and have openly accepted his leadership; I shall say this, Sir 
— ^blame as much as you like Mr. Eazlul Huq; we can appreciate the 
motives for the blame because he has ousted you from office and 
patrona^. But forget not that what he has done, the courage that 
he has shown indicates the only line of solution if Bengal or India is 
to be saved. (Cries of “Hear! hear!” from the Coalition Benches.) 
JWHiether we succeed or not is a different matter. It will depend on 

24 
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various -frffctors, Wut he has given the corre|t lead which in spite of the 
which self-seekars in the Opposition lilid levelle^ against him 
tilld ‘against his Ministry was a lead of which he atone was capable. 

let me ask you ♦what^ ^actly is the ^iavance against the 
Hon’ble Mr.^Fazlul Huq? The grievance presumably is that he has 
broken Muslfm solidarity. Who lias broken Muslim solidarity? The 
late Finance Minister Mr. H. S. Sjihrawai^ly sitting over there, more' 
than anybo(ly^elge« Who is the great frien^ of the Jlindus who have 
been helped to fojm this MinisUy with the nationalist Muslims? 
,Mr. II. S. Suhrawardy. You ask me why? The answer is simple. 
^ he had accept(‘d Mr. Hu(fs first suggagtion, which any self-respect- 
ing Minister would have accepted, ajid had Resigned when the Chief 
Minister asked liiui to resign, w^oiild I here liave Wen a coalition such 
as we h«iytt^o-day? Mr, H. S. iSuhfawardy might have los^ilis control 
over the fijitkd markt^t aiiTl over Jaguar car.liutihe Ministry would liave 
rumaiped uiuler the control ofjhe Muslim l^eague. I take off my hat 
f? Mr. H. S. Su|iraivard\ . In one moment of extreme selfishness, 
ftii^ungiug? the power of the hands that fed him and others for 4^ 
years, li# f^lnid the way of saving Bengal from aggressive com- 
mijnaftsm 

Mr. Hk.8, SUHRAWARDY: Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
i^jj;naking pepigonal allegatioi^s. 

" t 

4.T!ia Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Suhra- 
wardy did not hesitate to make persmial asi)er8ious unworthy of the 
position which he occupied but nothing unnatural |fir him. When he 
did not liesitate in casting reflections on us, lie forg 4 )t lie lived in a 
house of glass and that glass was now breaking dowfi. It is necessary 
that on the floor of flie House h^ should get the reply wJiich he fully 
deserv^. ^ ^ v ^ 

Sir, I now pass ou to the question of the Defence of Indija Rules. 
That ijiiestiou lias been raised b\ the Opposition and a go®3 deal of 
stress has been laid on that ])oiiit. Speaking for myself, I say this 
without hesitation tliut I do not like the fact that during the last two 
Months of our office, we. havq not been able to deal with the problem 
in the inann^ in wlij^ch we should like to see it resolved. But I would 
add this much. It is not the fault of the present Ministry, but tfie 
application aid misapplication of the Defence of India Rules are the 
direct products of the administration of Khwaja Sir NazimuddhL 
There is one English word which applies to him more than it applies 
to anybody else in the province to-day and that is *‘*Nemesis”. He 
allowed things to be done which were never contemplated,^ by law. 
Orders were passed w’hich had" nothing to do with the Defence 
ot India and he has created a machinery— Sir, we now ^^preciate 
reason why he was regarded as the “pet boy“ of many 
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autborities — but he has^ j^reated a machinery which it will some 
time for any Ministjj* ta dissolve, but we are (letermined -to tackle 
question which will be to the best interests of the province. Thei;%i8 
a question of appliaatfon of the Def^dt of Didia Rules against Muslim 
League workers. hate, 8ir, the application of tlie Defty|>c« of India 
Rules against anybody w'hether he belongs to the Muslim Leagiie, or 
Hindu Mahasabha, or to thi Congpsss. MTiere was Sir Nazimiuldin’s 
conscience when thb Defence of Ifidia Rules were ap])lie(I in Diuajpur 
• for tlie immersion of goddess Durga? Wliat abotit Kulti? Where 
was his conscience when Defence "of India Rules were a]>plied in 
numerous otljcr cases r* The nqdy^then given was that that was doni 
in the public interest, bufi. 1 can give him this assurance and not only 
to him but to the members of the ()p]>osition tluit not in one single 
instance a^cting these Muslim League wo|;|cers was the order for 
prosecution Under the DifencObf India Rules gitei? b\ tlvf Home 
Minister or the Govet^ment in Calcutta. ^ If it can 1># proved that any 
order emanated^Tit)m the (diief Minister^ that suoii* and such persons 
should be proceede(i^ w'ith under the Defence of, India Riiles^then to® 
shall cheerfully abide by tbe veidict, of th(‘ House itself, bUt it^W'^g not 
done. It w'a«! done tbrougli tlfe imudiinerv wliiidi has been placed fei 
authority to-day. Powers w'ere previously delegated to officers and 
they were asked to follow a certain ])olicv of arrests and -lefention. 
Now, the sw’ord falls ou the Muslim League itself. Idiftf is not tW 
fault of tbe Muslim Letgtie .so mucli, but that is the fault of tHe 
w'hich Sir Nazimuddih himself introduceif, hardly dreainiug that a day 
might come w’hen it might act as a hoomeiang oja men' dear to him. 
Sir, the question has been raised tliat students have be.fiti hauled up, 
students ha^e beea expelled, under the orders of the ( liief Minister, 
of the Education Miiiistei. Tlic studcuis ask<*d — 1 have it on 

the authorit^ of those ])eis()iis who are jesponsilde foi the discijilinc of 
that institution— the students were ^impl\ a.sked to ai)ologis<‘ to the 
Education Minister for their misbehaviour. (\oicpH from the ()j»[»oHi- 
tioii: “No.<rnc)."| And who was the man who asked the studenta 
not to do so? It Was Mr. H. S. Suhraward^ himself. ( Inteinqitions 
from the Opposition Benches. ) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: *Sir Xazimuddiu, will youf:j)b’a.sp ask 
your party member^ to keep order? 

H. 8 . SUHRAWARDY; Tbe statement of 1.., I’ble 

Minister is not coj^rect. 

The Hsn’ble Dr. 8Y AM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: Sir, when the 
time comes for consideration of the detailed lieads of the budget, I am 
sure when each case is taken up— I have got the file here, T have got 
the answers to the allegations which have been made, dealing with 
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^ach «nA every case, but I have not time to go through them now — 
time comes after a few days to deal with the detailed heads of 
the^hudget, I have no doubt, Sm that the Home Minister will be able 
tto explain matters in such a way that no person "whfo has any sense of 
impartiality ^ill have reason to object to what has been done. And 
who passed the order for the withdrawal of the Defence of India Rules 
against the ^students themselvesf Thai‘S" ordftr went from Calcutta 
under the direction of the Chief Minister hiipself who did not want 
that any student should, if at all possible, be prosecuted under the 
Defence of India Rules. You may go on shaking your heads as much 
(te you like, but you can never turn falsehood into truth and truth into 
falsehood. 

I can say ihis-ior jjiis reason that when the directioiL was given 
by the diief MiiRsTer to the then Secretary, I was sitting in his room 
and when the meisage was dictated that was done in my presence. So 
I am not*g^ijiK to l|elieve the tinfoutided and uncortoborated statement 
of Mr. Stfhrawardy. 

^ Sir, I shall leave this question so fat as the Defence of India Rules 
is concerned. There were two items to which specific reference was 
made by several sjK'akers, and I believe some word of explanation is 
due. Alarii! was rightly exi)re 8 sed at the increased provision of addi- 
tiound jjuls. Now when that item came before*us, we had it enquired 
into esiH'cially, and I can give this assurance to* the House that it is 
not the intent^)!! oi (lovernment to increase the number of jails for 
enlarging tliff-numln'r of convicts or seci^ity prisoners. The reason 
is this: the additional jails have to be constructed ^ior the purpose of 
removing the jails- fronw the danger zones. It is ])08sible that if 
(hilcutta or any other })lace where jails are at present situated is 
bombfwl and if the dangerous coUVicts get away, tiatur^llly the Legis- 
lature or the public may blame the Government for not taking steps 
for pieventing the dangerous consequences which will foUow such an 
event. 1 can give this assurance to the House tlml the policy behind 
this extra provision is not due to the "f^'asons which have been 
adumbrated by vanou%. niembers, buf for tin* reasons 'which; I have 
given. With regard to police, Sir, it is true that an enlarged provi- 
sion has fl^n made in the budget. That includes,^ as we have seen 
from the Red Book, provision for the civic guards and also for extra 
provision for police in some areas. Now here again the reasons wT^ph 
weighed with Government w^ere that lest in case of emergency 4 he 
forces of law and order should prove inadequate, it would be desirable 
that some extra proviiipn should be made on this head, but I can give 
this assurance that Wery item of additional expenditure under 
“Police” is being and will be very strictly scrutinia^ by the 
Ministry, so that whenever such an item is brought before the House, 
we can justify it oi grounds of public safety and public safety alone. 
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Sir, Mr. Suhrawardy talked a lot about his own financial admiuia- 
tration. Reference was made by Dr. Sauyal and some other speakers 
to the huge sum — nearly 2 crores of rupees — which has been oversj)ent 
this year willnmt the vote of ihe I^egi slat lire. That discussion will 
take place io-jiiorrow’ or the day after. 1 need not go into the details* 
of that que.‘ition to-day, but I can assure all sections of tfie House that 
the present Ministry, at arty rate myself, were not at all satisfied with 
the explanation given by the late Finance ^linister. An injustice has 
been done to the House and it was clearly the dut> of the ex-Finance 
Minister to have brought tins matter to the in>tlce of the House in' 
good time, so that the House could have shared the responsibility 
with him for such a huge expenditure. 

Mr. H, $. 8UHRAWARDY: What is that P 

The Hon’ble Dr, 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: You have 
forgotten that. That is quite natmral. 

Now, Sir, the other point which was raised was this. That also 
came as another big surprise from Mr. Suhrawurdy. He complained 
that the amount from Sales Tax had not l>een used for nation-building 
activities. The then Finance Minister gave the assurance to the 
members of the Legislature that this extra taxation would be spent 
only for the nation-building departments. Now, that was again 
another bit of camouflage. I find, Sir, — it is very interesting— that 
four moiitlhs before we came — and the ex-Finan(‘e Mini8t(*r knows it 
very well unless be allowed his Secretary to deal with the matter 
without bis own knowledge at all — four months Wfore we cinne, the 
Ia.st Ministry decided that there was no question of using an> portion 
of the proc^^eds of the new taxation for any nution-huilding expendi- 
ture, becau.se tl»e entire amount and even more would be required for 
meeting tlie huge deficit wliich was going to accrue at the eiol <tf the 
year. ^lay I reejupst him even now to take his own j)uit\ into <;onfi- 
dence, because 1 find that actuallv tliis statement was put in ju«.t as a 
bit of window-dressing in order to i)ersuade tin* then Coalition Party 
to support the taxation proposals? 

I have seen The mystery of the high sounding few 11im*s at the end 
of his last Budget Statement: We are asking the peojde to face this 
new taxation because otlierwlse we rannot proeeed with the nation- 
building departments. He did not add liow he had absorbed all tl»e 
seven crores. He then knew very well that the year was coining to an 
end with a deficit and he did not intend to keep his promise. Here , 
again, jtve have not come before the House with any such camouflage. 

We tell you what is the position in the province to-day. (Mr. H. S. 
SrHRAWABDY: “Hool hoo! hoo!’') I know Mr. Suhravvardy*s 
partiality for these zoological-garden manners. He has not forgotten • 
them yet. He can make these sounds, but they hardly produce any 
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-elPect. So far as the present Ministry is concerned, our attitude is 
only this, that money is not available now. We are not asking the 
House to accept any new proposals of fresh taxation. At present, we 
^ are only asking tl)e House to face the situation manfully. We know 
that there are limitations under the constitution. We cannot do all 
that we, ’the servants of the people, would like to do. When the time 
comes either by way of supplementary demands or in connection with 
the budget of next year, it would be possible for us to lay before you 
our entire programme and policy. 

Before I resume my seat, the only assurance which I give to the 
House and through the House to the public is that we would not like 
to hoodwink the Legislature or the people of the province when we 
shall prepare our scliemes. AVe know our limitations. (Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawardy demurred.) The honourable member always thinks of his 
own •t'Xperiences, and he will never think of the possibilities of other 
I)eo])le’H e.xperience. AVhen we prepare onr schemes and place them 
before you, that will be the time when you can criticise and if 
constructive criticisms come — ue don’t say that we are infallible — we ^ 
shall be willing and prepared to accept su(di suggestions. 

The last point which 1 would like to deal with is about the 
Secondary Education Hill. I find. Sir, that the Hon'ble TiCader of the 
OppositH»n dealt with this (juestion. He says that he knows that the. 
Hon’ble ('hief Minister will not even ]>roduce the draft of the 
Secondary Education Hill before this session con;es to an end. The 
only re))ly v>hich 1 shall give is that the Hon’ble Chief Minister and 
his c<dleagues'’huve gone into this question, and they do not intend to 
give uj) the Secondar\ Education Hill. The Secondary Education Bill 
w'ill conn*, but it will be a measure whi(‘)i will W calculated to advance 
the interests of education and not drawn up on the lines on which 
Mr. Shahabuddin and his friends would like to see it drawn up. (Cries 
of “When, when” from the ()p])osition Henches.) I see the impatience 
of members, and I give this further a.ssurance that before the session 
concludes, our idea is that the draft Hill will be laid l>efore the House. 
That assuraic'c I give on behult of the Chief Minister and on behalf 
of m\si*lf and my oth(*r colleagues. We have already gone into the 
question and we are getting ready with our proposals. Of course, 
this is always sul).jpct to the proviso, God forbid, that nothing happens 
whicli is outside our control. If the House itself does not meet or if 
anything like that happens, then of course it is a diflterent question. 
If the House continues to do its normal work till the end of March, 
we desire to place tlie revised Secondary Education Bill before the 
House. 

There are two matters referred to by my friend Mr. Gladding. So 
far as the use of Treasury Bills is coneenied, Mr. Gladding will recall 
that the circum.stances of the current year when we had that huge 
contribution to make by way of loan for the relief of people in certain 
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districts of the province created a situation which was embarassing to 
the Government. But the point of view which he has expressed is 
within the knowledge of Government, and I hope that such an occasion 
may not arise in future. 

With regard to the recovery of loans to cultivators, that also is a 
matter which is engaging the attention of Government. Mr. Suhra- 
wardy has made complaints arising out of his recent tours — in fact, I 
was interested to find in one of his speeches somewhere he said — that 
he was sorry he did not mix with people much more when he was a 
Minister and he realised that if he had done so, he would have been 
very happy and the people would also have In'en ha]»pier. Wisdom 
is dawning upon him and he is supposed to have seen there that there 
were attempts on the part of officers to extract forcibly the agricul- 
tural loan from the people. Now, that is a statement without any 
foundation because whenever reports have reached Government, we 
have given instructions that although G(»vernment realise that those are 
loans which are to Ik* recovered, they must be sjmead over one year, 
two years or even three \ears as occasion mas demand. 

AVith regard to Mr. Gludding’s suggestion that a statement might 
be laid before the House as regards the nature of recovery made, that 
suggestion has been noted and wi* shall lake necessary action. 

Sir, I do not desire to take up much longer time. 1 have finished. 
The last thing 1 would .say is this. 1 might iuive used strong words, 
perhaps I attacked some members, but T did .so only with a view to 
point out that those who attacked us had no legs to stand upon. I 
realise this is not the time when we can go on (|uarrelljng betw(*en our- 
selves in this way. AVhat w’e w'ant to do is to promote communal har- 
mony. If Japan comes, then there will be no Tliiidu-Muslim question. 
Even the Pakisthan scheme of Mr. Jinnah will pale into insignificance in 
this province when we are attacked or when the country is in danger.- 
(A voice from the Opposition Bei»ches : “Ve(‘r Savarkar may help!”) 
Mr. Savarkar will not be able to help you, though be would very much 
like to, if vou approach him when it i^ too late. 

This is just the time when we should sink our differences. There 
are eertain vital issues on wliieli we may have t(» fight later on, hiit if 
we are agreed on the es.sential things that ve want, then it is imiM'ra- 
tive that we should sink our diflerenees and ])resent a unilefi front. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: vStop repression. 

The Hoffi’bte Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: We shall 
atop repression provided there is repression. AVe cannot stop repre#- 
flion if there is no repression. If there are any legitimate grievance# 
felt by the Opposition and if there are any miaunderstandings, we are 
willing to sit round the table and know exactly what they are. But 
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let us carry on tlie administration in s manner which will command 
the confidence, the willing confidence and co-operation, of Hindus and 
Muslims alike and also of all political parties who in spite of their local 
differences must to-day place the interests of the province in the fore- 
front. 


Adjournment. 

It being 12-38 p.m., the House was adjourned till 8-30 a.m. on 
Wednesday, the 2bth February, 1942, at the Assembly House, 
Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act> 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday^ 
the 25th February, 1942, at 8-30 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (tlie Hon'ble Sir Mihammad Azizul Haqi’K, 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair. 7 Hun’ble Ministers and 197 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were givea) 

Death of a student in polioe custody. 

^81. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: {a) Will tho 
Hon’ble Minister in char^'e of the Home "Department be pleased to- 
state whether he has received any memorial from the Students’ Union 
of the Vidyasagrar College for an enquiry into the circumetances that 
led to the death ot a 17-year o4d son of a Proiessor of the said college- 
on the J6th July la.-^t while the boy was in jiolice custody P 

{!)) It the answer to {a) is in the afFirmative, will the Hon ’ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether any enquiry has iu-eii made into 
the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bl^ 
Mr. A. K. Fazlut Huq): {a) No. 

{If) Does not arise. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN; Will the lion hie Minister her 
pleased to state if he ha.s read the report of the death of the hoy and 
the Coroner's inquest into it in the newspapers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That ques tion does not arise. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased* to state whether in view of the representation sent to Govern- 
ment he will be pleased to institute an enquiry into the matter? 

ThoHon'blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I shall certainly look into * 
the matter. 
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Oamage caused by cyclone and flood to schools and madrassas at 

Noi^hali. 

•82. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAillD: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(/) the number of — 

(1) secondary schools, and 

(2) madrassas 

which have been demolished or severely damaged at 
Noakhali by the cycdoiie and flood in May last; 

(n) the number of the primary schools under the District School 
Board which have been damaged by the cyclone ; and 

(iil) the amount of money that will be required for reconstruction or 
re])air of such secondary schools and madrassas and the 
primary school buildings? 

(h) Do the Government contemplate advancing or contributing any 
money for the reconstruction of the school and madrassa buildings? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION, COMMERCE and 
LABOUR DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul 
Karim) : ( 1 ) and (2 » -Vi 

(//) 817. 

(//V) Bs. 2, 42,1)42. 

(h) (Jovcriimeni are advancing towards reconstruction of or repairs 
to secondary school buildings Its. 40, 740 and madrassa buildings of 
Noakhali district Rs.l4,()80 — Total Hs.-m,420. 

• Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: In view of the reply (a) {hi) and {b), 
namely that the total amount that will be reciuired for reconstruction 
of school buildings is Ks. 2,42,042, and the amount proposed to be 
advanced by Government is Its. 00,420, does the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability of increasing the amount .so as to meet the 
cost of reconstruction of the buildings damaged by the cyclone? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; The financial 
position of Government will not permit of any further increase this 
year. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIP BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the standard at which money is being advanced? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; The amount 
allowed works out at 25 per cent, of the total amount required for 
repairs. 



1942.] 


QUESTIONS. 


m 


Free primary schools under Tippera District School Board. 

♦S3. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of tlie Educ'atitm Department be pleased to state — 

(/) the number of free primary schools maintained by the District 
School Board that have been started in each subdivision of 
the Tippera district since the introduction of the Free 
Primary Education Scheme there; 

{u) the places where they have been started; 

(iti) how many of them are for (1) males and (2) females; and 
(iv) the number of (1) boys and (2) girls that have been enrolled in 
those schools? 

(h) Is there any free primary sthool in the district of Tippera 
which is now maintained by the District Board of Tippera; if so, what 
, are their numbers? 

tc) What will be the recurring annual expenditure of the free 
primary schools which are maintained by the District School Board? 

(d) What will be the income from the education cess? 

(c) If there be a deficit, what steps the Government prot> 08 e to take 
to make up the deficit ? 

(J) What was the number of such schoids in the district of Tippera 
before the Free Primary Education Act was introduced? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 


{< 1 ) (/) Brahmanbaria 4l)(i 

Sadar ... ... ... 626 

Chandpur ... ... ... 440 

Total ... 1,472 


(//) A statement furnishing the information is laid on the Library 
Table. 

(ill) (1) 1,472. 

(2) There is no free school for girls only. 

(iv) (1) 164,344. 

(2) 22,822. 
ib) No. 

ir; P^.:.o4 S32 
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(e) Government will make an attempt to meet the deficit provided 
the School Board strictly follows the principles laid down or to be laid 
down by Government. 

if) 230 . 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that in places where there are free primary schools for boys no 
free primary schools for girls are allowed to be started? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am not aware 
that they are not allowed to be started, but as a matter of fact there 
are no free primary schools for girls in such places. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is it a fact that if there is a 
free primary school for girls in such a place the District Board stipend, 
is stopped P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am not aware 
of that. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that for free primary schools for girls the School 
Board does not take into consideration the best sites available but that 
these schools are given sites unsuitable to them? 

Mri SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the ITon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether he will see that the best places are selected as sites for free 
primary schools? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As far as 

possible. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Does the Government consi- 
der the desirability of starting free primary schools for girls? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That is a matter 
primarily for the District School Board. But I may tell the House that 
if that is not done Government will then consider whether they can 
intervene. 
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MwiWi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hou’ble Minister he 
pleased to state if there is no provision for free primary schools for girls 
under the Act? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can see the Act itself. 

H 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I cannot answer 
that without referring to the Act. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER; Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware of the strained feelings of the 
general public against co-education in free primary schools? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to indicate the nature of attempt that Government will make 
^in order to meet the deficit? 

The Hon’bte Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That is under 

contemplation. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if for the health\ adiiiiiiistration of District School Boards these boards 
should be reconstituted? 

Mr, BREAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is it a fact that there are 
on\} ‘230 primary schools in this district whereas in reply to a question 
put by me it was slated b\ the then Education Minister that there 
were 4,000 such schools in the district of lippera? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I do not know 
that. 


Construction of Alipur Duar-Falakata Road. 

•84. B«Imi KHACEHDRA MATH OA8 GUPTA: («) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that the Alipur Duar-Falakata Eoad pro- 
ject which was budgeted for the current year and for which 
tenders were also incited has been abandoned; and 
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(ii) whether it is a fact that the proposed Torsa Bridge at Falakata 
on the aforesaid road could not also be constructed? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be j)leaHed to state the reason thereof? 

* 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (a) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Has tlie work been actually 
taken up? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I cannot say off-hand 

just now : 1 wdll enquire into it. 


Starred Question No. 85. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: With reference to this 
question I may inform th(‘ House that t have been looking into the 
matter for some time and 1 wish to discuss the situation with the 
lionourable memlx.*!' wlio has tabled this question and also with 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. The question may therefore be held over for 
the present. c 

(The question was accordingly held over.) 

Budget provision for helping cultivators with money for purchase of 

cattle. 

*S6. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: (a) Will 
the Hou’ble Minister in ciiarge of the Agriculture and Industries 
Department be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken by 
Government for — 

(») helping the agriculturist for purchasing bullocks; and 
(«) providing pasture grounds? 

(b) If no action has been taken, is the Hou’ble Minister considering 
the desirability of having a sum of a lakh of rupees earmarked in the 
next budget for the purpose? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED (on bohalf of the Hon’blt NawMi Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca, Minister in charge of the Agrioulture. 

and Induetriee Department): {a) (i) No direct help is given for pur- 
chasing bullocks except by advancing agricultural loans as a relief 
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measure when the necessity for these arises. It is presumed that 
considerable portion of the agricultural loans granted is utilised for the 
purchase of bullocks, though the loans are sanctioned for agricultural 
purposes generally and not specifically for the purchase of bullocks. 
Indirect help is also being given by providing for the breeding of better 
quality bttllocks within the Ib-ovince. A cattle improvement scheme 
is in operation in 2d disll•icj^ of the J^rovince. I nder this scheme some 
2,500 Hariana bulls have betm distributed free during tlie j)ast five 
years. It is estimated that at least 100,000 male progiuiy of these' bulls 
is being bom annuall\ aiid the> develop into lirst qualit\ bullocks, 
thus making available to the iiillivator etlicient home-bml animals at 
cheaper cost. 

(//) The pressure on the land is already ver^ heavy in this Province. 
Couse(]uently every inch ot cultivable land is required for producing 
human food. Furthei' an acre of land when cropped \\ith forage crops 
yields very much more fcalder than when it is put mnler pasture grass. 
The department, therefore, encourage extension of cultivation of fodder 
crops, rather than increa.se (if pasture grounds. 

Free and uncontrolled grazing in forest areas is also incompatible 
vitli the conservation of the forest and, as such, it is the policy of 
Government not to allow it. Grazing is, however, allowed in certain 
blocks of forest on payment of sclieduled rates of fees. 

(h) The question does not arise. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8* With referenc<‘ to answer (a), 
namely “It is ]»resumed tliat a eonsidernble ])ortion of the agricultural 
loans graiiteil is iitili.‘^e»l ior tlie purclia.se of bullocks”, will the Lady 
Farliamentai> Senetai.N Ik* }»leaM*d to slaU? whether Government keeps 
any information that .some portion of this money has actually been 
sp<*nt for the jmrehase of bullocks y 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: It is Government’s presumption: no 
information in this regard is at present available. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: May I in this connection ask the Lady Parlia- 
mentary iSecretary that the answer to this question could have been 
made much more simple. Once before I had drawn the attention of 
the department concerned to avoid unnecessarily long answers, but I 
find that this department is still in the habit of preparing answers 
which are too long but which can easily be made more simple and 
concise. 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: All that I ean say, Sir^ is that I shall 
draw the attention of the department concerned. 
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Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr, Speaker, in this connection I 
beg to differ from the Hon'ble Speaker. Where the questions are put 
in this House 

Mr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: It is not a question. I want to 
draw your attention to the fact that explanatory notes 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am speaking deliberately. I am prepared to 
’discuss this matter with you. What I say is that I should draw the 
attention of Goveriimeiit to the fact that a reply like this is not what 
is wanted. It should be much simpler. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Lady Parliamentary Secre- 
tary please staic siiu-e when this cattle imj)rovem6nt scheme, as 
referred to in answer (a), has been in operation in the various districts 
-of the Province ? 

Mrs. HASINA MURSHED: The exact date is not known. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Lady Parliamentary Secre- 
tary please .stale what is the number of male progeny of these bulls 
which have developed into first quality bulls? 

Mrs. HASINA MURSHED: This intonnatian is also not readily 
jivailable. 

Levy of education cess in Sundarban Estates of 24-Parganas. 

*87. Maharaja SASHI KANTA ACHARYYA CHOUDHURY, of 
MuktagachOf Mymensingh: {a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Education Department aware of the imposition of education cess in 
the Sundarban Estates of the district of 24-Parganas? 

(b) If so, will he be pleased to state — 

(i) the amount of cess realised from the said area during the last 
official year; and 

{ii) the sum spent for the development of education therein? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of taking 
necessary steps to spend the full amount of cesses realised therefrom for 
the education of the people of the said area ? 

Tho Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Yes. 

(6) (i) Rs.l, 28, 000-15-9. 

(u) Rs.l, 01, 673. 
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(c) Schemes for primary education are drawn up by District School 
Boards for districts as a whole. It is not possible to cut districts into 
divisions and to require that each division should be allotted only the 
amount of cess realised from the division. Moreover, School Boards 
have other sources of income such as Government contributions. 

Doubtless, however, the District School Board of the 24-rarganas 
is aware of the desirability of equalising expenditure on particular 
localities of the district so far as is practicable. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, tlit' difference between the 
figures given in (b) (/) and (b) (ti) in Bs. 27,000. Will the lloirble 
Minister be pleased to stale what is done witli that? 

Th6 Hon’blo Khan Bahadur M« ABDUL KARIM: 1 ask for notice. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stale if the amount that was realised from the Sundarban 
estates of 24-Pargauas and the expenditure shown in (ri) were spent in 
the locality referred to in (b)(i) ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Not in the sub- 
division. From the answer it will appear clear that it was not spent 
in the .subdivision exclusively. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What is the territorial juris- 
diction of the Sundarban Estates of 24-rargana.s? How was the figure 
of collection arrived at ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: It is more than 
I can tell you. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Rural reconstruction work in Bengal in 1940-41. 

46. Mauiwi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: Will the 
Hon’bie Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Rural 
Reconstruction) Department be pleased to state — 

(а) what steps have been taken in respect of the rural reconstruc- 

tion work of the Province in the year 1940-41 ; 

(б) the nature of work undertaken; and 

(c) the amount spent for each kind of work in each district) 


26 
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The Hon'ble Ntwab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca; 

(a) and (b) A brief outline of the principal measures undertaken during^ 
the year 1940-41 is given below : — 

(1) The training of local officers and non-official workers in rural 
reconstruction work with the help of the Circle Officers who were trained 
at Bishnupur Camp towards the close of the year 1939-40, in order that 
they might be able to rouse the consciousness of the people and prepare 
them for village uplift work. 

(2) General training of the University and College students through 
a course of lectures delivered by experts, both official and non-official, 
on various rural reconstruction subjects. 

(3) Co-ordination of the works of rural reconstruction undertaken 
on a voluntary basis through the enthusiasm of local official and non- 
official organisations, such as eradication of water-hyacinth, excavation 
of new khals and re-excavation of old ones, construction and repair of 
roads, etc. 

(4) Formation of village welfare societies. * 

(5) Establishment of night schools and promotion of adult educa- 
tion generally. 

(6) Publicity and propaganda of tlie rural uplift activities in the 
Province. 

(r) The work is so fur being done on a voluntary basis with 
practically no expenditure from the provincial n'venue.s The only 
expenditun* incurred fronj pn^vincial rcvi'niie.s dining 1!)4()-41 is an 
amount of It.s.I,o()() given as grant for adult education woT'k btvsith's the 
pay and allowances of the Director of Pural l{(H‘onstru(‘tion and liis 
office stair. 

A statement is laiil on the Table showing tin* amount .s])ent in each 
district from the enhanced discretionary grant controlled by the Home 
Department. Figures for each kind of work are not available. 

StcUeinent rvjerre.d to in reply to ((')of unbarred q'liestion No, 4S, 

Amount spcmt for Rural 
lic^construction work, 
district by district, 
during 1940-41. 


Ra. 

PreMdency Division — 

Murshidabad . . 2,300 

Nadia . . . . . . 1,550 

Jessore . . . . . . 8,875 

Khulna .. .. .. 3,174 

24-Pargana8 . . 1,455 
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Burdtvan Division — 

Howrah 

Hooghly 

Burdwan 

Birbhum 

Midnapur 

Bankura 

Rajshahi Division — 
Jalpaiguri 
Malda 
Din aj pur 
Darjeeling 
Rajshahi 
Pabna 
Rangpur 
Bogra 

Dacca Division — * 

Dacca 

Bakarganj 

Mymeiisingh 

Faridpur 

Chittagong Division — 
Tippera 
Cluttagong 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 
Noakhali 


Amount spent for Rural 
Reoonfitruotion work, 

« district by district, 
during 1940-41. 

Rs. 

2,000 

Nd 

7,076 

6,006 

17,750 

5,715 


2,300 

1,350 

l,a55 

2,270 

6,<.m5 

1,515 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

4,664 

6,583 

4,2i)0 


2,056 

( ,5(M) 
I.Oo) 


Appointment of Manager, Boot and 8hoe Making Depariment, Bengal 
Tanning Institute. 

47. Mauivi AZHAR ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in -harge 
of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether the post of the Manager of Boot and Sho*’ Making 
Department in the Bengal Tanning Institut.e is vuct.nl tiace 
June last; and 

(w) whether he has received any application for the post ? 
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(b) If so, 18 the Hon'ble Minister considering: the desirability of 
filling up the vacancy by a qualified and experienced Muslim candidate P 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) (i) The post fell vacant on the Ist July, 1941. 

(ii) The post was advertised and applications have been received. 

(6) Yes, if one with requisite qualifications is available. 

Alteration in the agenda of Business. 

Mr, DH I REN DR A NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before the 
next item of business is taken up, I want to draw your attention to one 
fact. We have got an order from the Governor for the partial modi- 
fication of tlie agenda of to-day. In the agenda that was issued to us, 
2()th February was the date fixed for the discussion and voting of 
supplementary demands. Just now we have suddenly got the order 
that discussion and voting of supplementary demands will take placJ 
to-day, the 25th February. 

Mr, SPEAKER. I think I have got to explain it. There seems to 
have lieen a misunderstanding. I understand — I was not present all 
these days — that there was a desire from the Opposition that as to-day's 
business was (*x|K‘<'ted to be finished shortly, wa would have enough 
time and so instead of wasting that time, it could be profitably used for 
fhe general discussion of the supplementary demands. There is no 
desire on tlie part of the Government not to take it up to-morrow. In 
fact, they want to finish it to-morrow, but they w'ant to utilise the 
time to-day. 

Mr, DH I REN DR A NATH DATTA S Sir, there is an adjournment 
motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That wdll be taken up to-day. 

Mr, DH I REN DR A NATH DATTA; We are not ready for the 
discussion of the supplementary demands. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Those wdio are not ready may take it up 
to-morrow, but those who are ready, let them speak to-day. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, then the adjournment 
motion will be taken up at 10 o’clock and the voting on supplementary 
demands will take place to-morrow. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 
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Report of the Public Accounts Committee amf Excess Grant, 1939-40. 

Mr, SPEAKER; Dr. Mookerjee, will you now place the report of 
the Public Accounts Committee ? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: Sir, T take it 
there is no discussion on the Public Accounts Committee report. 

Sir, on the recommendation of the Governor as recommended by the 
Committee of Pul)lic Accounts the Le^jpislative Assembly do vote the 
demand of Ks. 1,S()2 under the head *‘11 — Rcgititration * repn'sentin^ 
the expenditure incurred in excess of the ^jrant voted fftr the year 
1939-40. Sir, the explanation of this small excess, which is less than 
1 per cent., as I said on the day on wliich I placed this matter before 
the House last week, is included in the paper which is now in the 
hands of honourable members. I do not think, Sir, it is necessary for 
me to make any speecli in support of the proposal which I am making 
Except to say this that the matter has been considered by the Public 
Accounts Committee and 1 ani making this recommendation as suggest- 
ed by the Committee itself. 

The motion that an excess grant of Bs. 1,862 be voted by the 
As.sembly to regularise the expenditure in excess of the voted grant 
in the year 1939-40 under the major head “11 — Registration”, was 
then put and agreed to. 


Supplementary Demands. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now we have got just an hour and a quarter and 
if there is any desire to discuss the Supplementary Demands — at least 
the general di.scu88ion — the House may. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Thank you. Sir. 

Sir, in connection with the general discussion of the Budget w^e had 
placed before the Government our comnK*nts regarding tlie want of any 
plan and in particular regarding the large amounts from y(‘ar to year 
spent away and the practice of coming ])efore the House towards the 
fag-end of a year for large supplementary cstirnate.s being voted. The 
Hon’ble Finance Minister himself in course of his own observations 
pointed out to this Assembly and assured us that he at any rate will 
make an attempt to see that this may not be repeated. I had ns a 
matter of fact difficulty to find out whether this is at all regular because 
both in the Government of India Act and in the rules made thereunder 
provision is made for supplementary estimates only for an emergent 
end unforeseen expenditure. 
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Mr. SPEAKERS Dr. Sanyal, I am sorry to interrupt you. I am 
afraid the order, as it has been couched, is such as is amenable to the 
interpretation that the Supplementary Demand discussion will be 
finished to-day and voted. Is that the intention of the Government? 

The Hoffi’ble Dr. 8YAM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: That is not 
the intention, Sir. What happened was that Dr. Sanyal himself 
suggested that in view of the fact that the discussion on the Public 
Accounts Committee Report and on the demands for excess expendi- 
ture would not take more than a few minutes, as has been the case, the 
House might have an opportunity of starting the general discussion on 
the supplementary estimate to-day and the actual voting on grants, if 
necessary, might be continued till to-morrow. To that we had no 
objection. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I find is that the Government department 
— not our department — has just misunderstood the whole thing. The 
Secretariat Department has sent the order thus: That the Governor 
has been pleased to direct that the following business shall be taken 
up in the Bengal I>egislative Assembly on the 25th February, 1942, 
after the disposal of the business already fixed f{)r the day, instead of 
on the 2(>th February, 1942: — 

“Discussion and voting of Supplementary Demands/’ 

In other words “instead of’’ means that it cannot be taken up 
lo-morrow. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That may be regularised later on. 

The Hon’hls Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: We have no 
objection. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then the order stands modified to this extent 
that we shall take up discussion to-day and continue till to-morrow. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Thank you very much. 

Sir, we want to draw attention in particular to this year’s supple- 
mentary estimates which cover a very large amount of Rs. 2 crores, 
39 lakhs out of which the amount of R.s. 2 crores, 37 lakhs come under 
“Voted” grant and only Rs. 2,75,000 under “Charged” heads. Here, 
Sir, I want to submit that we who had been members of the Public 
Accounts Committee for the last few years had been extremely careful 
to see that even if “Voted” grants are allowed to be placed in 
Supplementary Estimates, there should be absolutely no attempt on the 
part of Government to increase Charged expenditure and 90 far as 
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CliftTged grants are concerned the House should have an opportunity of 
examining in fuller detail when the Budget proposals are placed in the 
beginning of the year. In the nature of things, we presume, that this 
year being rather an abnormal year, it has not been possible for Gov- 
ernment to come forward with proposals earlier. While conceding to 
that extent, I submit that it should bo possible for Government to 
come up to the Assembly earlier in the course of the year, if additional 
provisions are necessary, probably during the Autumn Session, before 
the final stages are actually finished. Some of tho items mentioned in 
the Supplementary Estimates api)ear to have resulted from decisions of 
Government arrived at long before the present stage. The decisions, 
for example, of providing additional amounts as dearness allowance to 
the Police, provision for additional jails, provision for additional 
clothing and dietary allowance for ])ri8oners, — these were items which 
were decided upon long ago. I do not see. Sir, any reason why 
Government should not be in a position to take the House into confi- 
dence as early as decisions are made for additional ('ornmitments or 
additional expenditure. 

I submit that the present Finance Mini.ster should kindly look into 
the question and even if it is necessary to have further estimates provid- 
ed for, he would at lea.st give an earlier opportunity to the House to 
examine his suggestions. It would be noticed that the exj)ensea 
involved under certain heads are rather abnormally high. AVo will 
lake the s})ccific ca.s^s up as and when discussions on particular votes 
are taken up. It will i>e noticed, however, that there are certsun items 
which may not be taken up during the voting of grants and for which, 

I believe, the only opj)()rtunity that w'e may take to submit our 
observations is during the general discussion. There are two such 
items in the })resent estimate, namely, the item und(*r “Interest and 
Debt and other Obligations” and the itiuii under “Commutation of 
Pension and Extraordinary Charges.” Cnder “Interest and Debt and 
other Obligations” we have provided Ks. of additional Charged 

expenditure. Mr. Suhrawardy as well as my friend Mr. Gladding of 
the Euroj^ean Party have expressed grave doubts about tho wisdom of ^ 
Government in having larger expenditure involved as a result of their 
policy of utilising the machinery of the is.sue of Treasury Bills for 
recouping their running day-to-day €Xpens4*8. Tho provision for 
Treasury Bills was mainly to meet temporary deficits in the Ways and 
Means balances or temporary drawbacks in tliose reserves. On the 
contrary, we find that instead of utilising the Treasury Bills for such 
a purpose last year, the Treasury Bills have been allowed to run on 
for a pretty long time virtually taking the place of loans which were 
otherwise avoided. W^e find that this large expenditure or large 
increase under ‘‘Interests and Debt and other Obligations” has been 
mainly due to this process of permitting the Treasury Bills issue to be 
prolonged beyond what was originally intended. 
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/ So far as the commutation of pension goes, I do not have much 
grievance against that. In fact, it would relieve the future generation 
although for the present it means an additional burden on the revenues. 
Sir, we propoHo to go into the details of other demands later on, hut I 
would like to draw attention to one or two items in this connection 
which generally cover a larger number of demands than one, that is to 
say, with regard to the personnel under various heads. We have found 
large amount provided for the pay of officers under “Other Taxes and 
Duties” — officers who obviously had to be appoinied in connection with 
the Bengal Finance Sales Tax Act and we have also found large 
expenses provided under “Exlrnordinary Charges for Officers and other 
Equipments”. We find that in the election of these officers there is 
hardly any plan. Comments ha\’e been made from different sections on 
different grounds. My friends of the Muslim Tx^ague have felt their 
doubts ns to whether the communal ratio in the services has been main- 
tained in appointing such officers. I on this side from the Congress, 
have my doii])ts as to whether proper men — efficient and meritorious — 
for the ])articular office or offices wliicli have been filled up, hjive been^ 
taken in or not. We have found from the reply of the ITon’ble 
Minister in charge of Finance yesterday how in the selection of Com- 
mercial Tax Officers the minimum qualification laid down had to be 
abandoned in ceriain cases. T do not know wliether there was any 
minimum qualification laid down for A. IC P. officers and officers under 
Civil Defence Services. We have our grave doubts about the efficiency 
of sucli officers. I am particularly drawing attVntion of the Civil 
Defence Minister, where, we are informed, retired Government officers, 
who were aclually thrown out of service because of their senility and 
inefficiency, have lieen put in charge of heavy duties and some of them 
cannot bo found in their posts wdien one wants to meet and discuss 
things. I am, in particular, taking the case of one officer, Mr. J. K. 
Biswas who has not been found in his place for several days at a 
time 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I told you reinnitedly that it is 
not desirable to mention names in the House. You can certainly refer 
to the posts. I don't mind that, but surely it is not desirable to 
mention names. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 have no personal animus against 
that officer. 

The Hon’ble Dr. SYAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: He is neither 
a Hindu nor a Muslim. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: And that is all the more reason 
why we should not entertain any feeling. I am only drawing attention 
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to the difficulty in carrying through the programme of work a part of 
which has been entrusted to me, in such circumstances. I have been 
informed that there is one office which is co-ordinating the appoint- 
ments under various Defence Services. We were told in a ronferenco 
of University men and Government repre.sentatives that appointments 
would be found for unemployed teachers to flie extent of nearly l,r)00 
in various Defence Services. When we actually went and sought 
information about the nature of .‘^uch services and their number, we 
could not discover more than 100 and yet the teachers are being asked 
to go and the schools are being asked to amalgamate and run as Central 
schools after a certain amount of dislocation of work. We have found 
that there are persons aj)pointed who do not seem to p«issess any 
qualification whatever. Just because they have Iwen ])rodigal sons of 
good or bad families, who have not su(‘ceeded in Kurojn'an education, 
and because they manage to get reputed wives, some have got appoint- 
ments. Similarly we find that inefficient men, old decrej)!! and 
retired officers, who cannot put in nn)re than two hours’ work at a time, 
^have l>een selected. All these matters have got to he .seriously 
examined if the Ilon’ble Mini.ster in charge really want efficient 
service. (Hon’hlc Mr. S\ntosii Kimak Ifvsr: I am not in (Jiarge.) 
The Hon’hle Minister says that he is not in charge, but he has a 
responsibility at any rale to sef‘ that the population of Bengal are 
properly defended in (’ivil Defence activities, and, if possible, he 
should exercise his influence to improve the personnel. Their selection, 
their training and tbeir equij)inent require careful examination. Sir,. 
I have hardly anything more to add. 

Before I resume Tiiy seat, T would only say one word about ih(» jute 
policy. This lias engaged (he attention oven during the gcm*ral dis- 
cu.ssion of the coining yt'ar’s BudgiJ. Wc find that under “Grant 
No. 23 — Agriculture,” there ig a large additional amount provided for, 
a lumj) provision of Its, ‘JO lakhs; the original sum was found inade- 
quate and the checking and liciuising work reijuireil a very large 
amount of additional exjieuditure. I suhinlt that this matter of jute 
policy (restriction being released or weakened) has got to be very 
carefully con.sidert'd. With these observations, 1 e.xpect that the 
Hon’hle Minister in charge will .see that at l(‘ast .some of the?w‘ grants 
may he ]K*rniitted to he reduced by a token cut motion ho that there 
may be the necessary appreciation and desire of the House reflected 
thereon. 

AdjDumment Motion: Dr. Suresh Banorjee’s intornment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chief Minister, 1 understand, wants to make 
a statement. 
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Tbt HM’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I ask your leava to 
make a statement regarding the adjournment motion which is pending 
and which is due to be taken up at 10 o'clock. I want to make this 
statement regarding the Government policy in connection with labour 
under War Emergency conditions and also what we propose to do regard- 
ing this particular case of Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee. 

The question of taking necessary steps io enable Dr. Suresh 
Chandra Banerjee, a member of this House to attend the present session 
of the Assembly has been engaging our serious consideration from the 
very first day of the session. The delay in coming to any decision has 
been due to certain doubts felt regarding tlie powers of the Provincial 
Government to intervene in labour disputes and to enforce their deci- 
sion in respect thereof. I am glad to be able to inform the House 
that on an examination of the question I am satisfied that the 
Provincial Government have sufficient jmwers to deal with the 
situation. 

I now come to a declaration of our policy. It is Government’s 
policy not to permit strikes in industries es.sential for war production.^ 
The corollary of this is that Government are prepared, and this may be 
taken as a solemn declaration of their policy, to ensure a fair deal to 
labour in war time conditions. 

In order to ensure this they are satisfied that they have adequate 
powers under the Emergency Legislation by resort to which they can, 
if necessary, compel employers to accept their decifti()n8 on such matters 
as rates of wages or allowances, conditions of service, etc. They are 
confidetil that ix*sort to (‘ompulsion of this kind will ordinarily be 
unnece^sary, but it is as w’ell that it should be publicly known that 
these jiowers (‘xist and that Government are pr(‘pared, if circumstances 
so i*eciuire, to einjiloy them. 

In view of this decision Government propose to bring Dr. Suresh 
Chandra Banerjee down to Calcutta as soon as possible to enable 
Government to ascertain his present views. So far as 1 am aware, 
Dr. Banerjee has always Wen prepared to co-ojierate with us in bring- 
ing about a peaceful solution of labour disputes. Government will 
withdraw the order of internment passed on Dr. Banerjee when 
Government are satisfied after a personal discussion with him that 
there w'as no likelihood of his activities in Calcutta being prejudicial 
to public order during the present emergent situation, in accordance 
wuth the policy just outlined. In view of this position I would ask 
Dr. Sanyal not to press his adjournment motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir: I am grateful 
for the enunciation of Government policy regarding legitimate Trade 
Union activities and regarding the relationship between labour and 
employers in general. While appreciating that policy. Sir, I submit 
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tliat we on this side do not accept the suggestion contained in the 
statement that Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee, a member of this House 
has ever been guilty of the position outlined, namely of fomenting or 
encouraging strikes for nothing. We know that Dr. Banerjee was 
engaged in very peaceful and legitimate trade union activities, and yet 
we appreciate the genuine approach that the present Ministry is seek- 
ing to make to questions of this character and during the present 
emergency we propose to strengthen the hands of Government in 
maintaining order and peace internally as far as practicable. (Hear, 
hear.) vSir, with that genuine desire in our heart and appreciating the 
efforts that have been made b\ tlie Ministry, I would only be too glad 
not to move my motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; May I express my grate- 
ful thanks to Dr. Sanyal for the co-operation I have received from himP 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any desire to continue the general dis- 
cussion of the Budget to-day? 

(No desire was shown from any part of tljc House to continue the 
discussion. ) 


Adjournment. 


Accordingly the Hous<‘ was adjourned at 9-10 a.m. till 8-30 a.m. OH 
Thursday, the 2(ith T^ebruar^ , 1942, at the Assnunbly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 26th February, 1942, at 8-30 a.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haquk, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 7 Hon’ble Ministers and 207 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which ora] answers were given) 

Transfer of the District Magistrate of Jeseore. 

•88. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charpfe of the Home Department aware that the last District Magis- 
trate of Jessore has been transferred from Jessore to Midnapore? 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the j)eriod for which he was stationed there; and 

(ii) the reason of such a transfer? 

MINISTER in oharge of the HOME and PUBLICITY DEPART- 
MENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) Tes. 

(h) (i) From 17th Octol)er, 1940, to 24th January, 1942, 

(ii) Mr. Klian was transferred to Midnapore in the chain of arrange- 
ments necessitated hy the appointment of Mr. Hughes as Labour 
Commissioner, 

Nawabzatfa K. NASARULLAH: Will the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that there was an order 
of transfer of Mr. Khan to Mymensingh before his transfer to 
Midnapore? ^ 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: He was not transferred to 
Mymensingh. The Muhammadans of Midnapore wanted a Muslim 
officer and he was transferred there. 

Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Is it or is it not a fact that Mr. Khan 
was informed that he would be transferred to Mymensingh P 
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The Hon'Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know. 

Mfi Hi Si 8UHRAWARDY : Is it or is it not a fact that Mr. Hughes 
waB the District Magistrate of Mymensingh before he became the Labour 
CommissionerP 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, that is so. 

Nowspapars in iltssore district. 

*89. Mr. 8ERAJUL ISLAM: Will the HonH>le Minister in charge 
of the Publicity Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of newspapers at present existing in the district 
of Jessore; 

(h) the number of them that are published in — 

(i) Bengali, 

(ii) English, and 

(iii) any other languages; 

(c) the number of them that are — 

(i) Dailies, 

(/?) Weeklies, and 
{III} Monthlies; 

(d) tlie names of the papers referred to in (r) with names of their 

reHjiectivo editor; and 

(r) which of these newspapers referred to in (c) are authorised by 
courts to publish notices of auction sale? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Four. 

{})) {<) Four. 

(li) and (a/) Nil. 

(c) (i) and {lit) Nil. 

(ii) Four. 

td) (1) JaxKohar Editor ; Babu Ananda Mohan Choudhury. 

(2) Jessore Gazette — Editor: Maulvi Wahed Ali Ansari. 

(3) J^nanda Pa fnLi— Editor: Babu Satyendra Nath Chakravarty. 

(4) PalhharUir-¥A\iox : Babu Charu Chandra Roy. 

(c) All the four newspapers are authorised by court® to publish 
notices of auction sale. 



382 


QUESTIONS. 


[ 26 th Fbb., 


Colieotiofi of agricultural loan in Buriohang and DolHdwar polios 

stationa. 

*90. Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED; {a) Is the Rou ble Mmister 

in charffe of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that people of the Burichang and Debidwar police-stations, 
Tippera, have suffered owing to the floods caused by the 
Gumti embankment breaches; and 

(ii) that flood-affected people have been ordered to repay the agri- 
cultural loans now? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Will the Uon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the local 
officers were consulted before the issue of the order? 

(d) Do the Government contemplate having the order of the repay- ^ 
nient withdrawn for the present? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE, JUDICIAL and LECI8. 
LATIVE DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Banerjee): {a) (/) Yes. 

(//) No. The hist has l>ecn extended up to Oe{ol>ei-, lh42. But as 
there has h(‘(*n a g(»od aitmn erop alter the flood some tenants are making 
a<hnnee payment on voluntary basis. 

(h) to (d) Do not arise. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Iloirhle Minister bo 
pleased to state when was the first hist given? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Brioi to 
October, 1942. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’hle Minister bo 
pleased to state if he is aware that amaii crop has grown on only a 
portion of the flood-affected area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have no 
information. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the aman crop will carrj’ the people for only 
two or three months? 
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The Hon'bte Mr. PRAMATHA MATH BANERJEE: I cannot say 
that off-hand. 

Ufa NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to see that in those areas where nmnn crop has not j^rown well, 
as the honourable member has said, such cases are taken into 
consideration ? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 am prei)art(r 
to see to that. 

Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Circle Officers and Subdivisional Officers have 
been asked to collect agricultural loans nowP 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 have no 
information. 

Meuivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will th(‘ Hon’bb' Minister be 
pleased to make an enijuiry into the matter? As a matter of fact the 
Ilon’ble Minister has said, “.some tenants are making advance payment 
on voluntary basis”. But my definite ojiinion is that they are being 
made to pay and they are not paying on a voluntary basis. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 will look 
into tlie matter. 

Programme regarding iho Secondary Eduoation Bill. 

•91. Mr. ABDULLA AL-MAHMOOD: ia) Will tho Roirble 
Minister in charge of the l'alucaii<u> l)(‘partment Ik* jdeased to state — 

(0 what is the programme oi the tJovernment regarding the 
Bengal Secondary 1 m 1 neat ion Bill, 194tl; and 

{ii) whetiier the Bill will lie taken up, considered and i)assed during 
this session? 

{})) If the answer to (ai i.s in the negative, will the lion 'Me Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION, COMMERCE and 
LABOUR DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul 
Karim): A new Bill i.s being prepared, which it is hoped to introduce 
and pass during the present session. 
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Khan Sahib HAMIOUDDIN AHMED: Wm the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state the reasons for not proceeding with the old Second- 
ary hxlucation Bill? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahaihir M. ABDUL KARIM: Because that Bill 
was revised considerably in a Joint Conference. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIH AHMED: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state when that decision was taken and who were the members 
of that Joint Conference? • 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. Khwraja 8HAHABUDDIN: Will the HonTde Minister be 
pleased to state whether it was decided in that Joint Conference that the 
Bill shall not be revised? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am not aware 
of that. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister deny that 
a decision w^as taken in the Conference to that effect? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KMIM: I can neither 
affirm nor deny. 

YOUSUF MIRZA: On a point of order. Sir. Is it permissible that 
members of the Op])osition should cross-examine the Ilon’ble Mini.ster 
in this was ? 

(Cries of “Can’t you stand supplementary questions”, etc., from the 
Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether an assurance was given that during this session 
the Secondary Education Bill w’ill not only be introduced but will be 
passed whatever time may be necessary for that purpose? 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am not aware 
of that. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I am constrained to say that 
the Ilon’ble Minister is not telling the truth. * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Shahabuddin, I am sorry to say that this is 
not fair. 
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Hr. TAM IZU DO IN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Joint Conference was consulted before GoTemment 
decided to withdraw the Bill? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: When was that 
I do not know. 


Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’hle Minintcr kindly state 
who is the Minister in the Cabinet who knows anything about 
Secondary Education? • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I Imve not got any suitable reply 
to my question yet. 

Tho Hon’bte Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That Bill has 
Hot yet been withdrawn. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Is it not a fact that wlien that Bill 
came up before this House Government chose not to proceed with Tt? 

Mr. BREAKER: Order, please. The mere statement that Govern- 
ment does not want to proceed with a Bill does not necessarily mean 
that the Executive Government had abandoned that Bill, until, of 
course, a new Bill comes up before the House. 1 am of opinion that, 
simply because the old Bill has not yet been taken up, it does not 
necessarily follow tliat Governineiit is not considering the old Bill at all. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: May we know whether Government ha.s 
any intention to proceed with the old Bill? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how much of the new Bill has been prepared or has been 
proceeded with? 

Mr. BREAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I submit that we are entitled to 
know how far he has proceeded with the new Bill. 

Mr. BREAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy, you were a Minister yourself and 
I ask you to answer whether it is a relevant question to ask as to how 
far the Hon’ble Minister has proceeded so far. 

26 
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Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state within what approximate period of time the Bill is expected to 
be drafted? 

The Hofi’Me Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The draft is 

already in my hand. I have only to have the approval of the Govern- 
ment as a whole before introduction. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: May we know when Government expect 
to introduce the new Bill? • 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As early as 
possible and during the present session. 

Control of flood in certain districts of West Bengal. 

•92. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state wliether there has l>een during the months of Sei)tember 
and Getober, 1941, hoods in the districts of Burdwan, Hooghly, 
Howrah, Midnapore and Bankura? 

(//) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister l)e ])leased to state — 

(i) what is the immediate cause of this flood in the respective 

district-s ; and 

(ii) ^what steps, if any, the Government propose to take in the 

matter ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): The honourable 
member is referred to the reply given to the starred question No. 22 on 
the 18th February, 1942, 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(anewert to which were laid on the table) 

Clerks under Forest and Excise Department. 

48. Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister iu 
charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to state— 

(a) the present number of clerks iii the various offices of the Excise 
Department of this Province; 
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(b) the number of — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes amongst iheiii; and 

(c) the number of clerks appointed in tlie Departmeni since Ist 

April, 1938, from— 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes!^ 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’hle Mr. Upendra Nath Barman): Tlu‘ cleri(ul establishment 
in the District and the Subdivisional Excise Offices forms part of the 
Collectorate establisiimeiit. A statement furnishing the reciuired 
information in respect of the clerical establishment in tlie offices of the 
Commissioner of Excise, Dengal (including Central Detective Dejiart- 
raent), and the Collector of Excise, Calcutta, is laid on the Table. 


Stafetnenf referred to in reply to unstarred question No. 4S. 


Excise Com mis- Calcutta 

sioner 's Kxeiw^ 

iricluding C. D. 1). Offioo. 


(i) Present nundxT of clerks in 

(ti) The nuinlwr of — 

28 

(1) Muslims 

12 

(2) Caste Hindus . . 

10 

(3) Scheduled Castes amongst 
them. 


(Hi) The number of clerks appointed 
sinoo Ist April, 1938, from — 


(1) Muslims 

3 

(2) Castc) Hindus 

(3) Scheduled Castes 

1 


18 


8 

8 

2 


3 

2 


Committee for the appointment of Muhammadan Marriage Registrars. 

48. Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Advisory Committee for the appointment of 
Muhammadan Marriage Registrars in the district of Tippera 
has been reconstituted; and 

(it) whether any new member has been substituted for old ones? 
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(h) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the affirmatiTe, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state the reasons therefor P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Yes. 

(h) The general orders providing for the constitution of such Com- 
mittees have been revised since the old Committee was constituted and 
the revised orders provide for a somewhat different constitution. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state the names of the new members that have been substituted for the 
old ones? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur. M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 think these 
have been published in the (lazette already? 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Np, tiiese have not been published. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Then 1 want 
notice. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Ilon’ble MinisU*r jdease lay on 
the table Uie revised orders P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes, 1 will 
consider that, 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if according to Government n(4itication all the Muslim 
M.Ji.As. and M.li.Cs. of that district should be on the committee? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No, according 
to the revised rules, it is no longer necessary to include all the M.L.As. 

and M.L.Csv 


Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the HoiYble Minister please 
state if the Muslim M.7..As. of the licague Party have been omitted 
from that committee? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No. 

Mr, H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY; On a point of privilege, Sir. The 
Hon^ble Minister appears not to know anything about the contents of 
the file which deals with the question. The usual thing for Ministers 
is to bring the relevant files along with them into which they can look 
for the purpose of answering supplementary questions so that they may 
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be able to enlighten the House regarding these matters. The Hon’ble 
Minister does not know anything about these questions, nor does be 
bring in the files. 

Wjl** SPEAKERS Mr. Suhrawardy, if you have got a supplementary 
question, you may put it. It^s not a question of privilege as to how 
the Ministers answer questions. I know answers have been given in 
this House without looking into the file. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 might here submit that 
Mr. Suhrawardy has expressed a genuine grievance. We have been 
for the last few days watching that the Hon’ble Ministers do not I’onio 
prepared to reply all questions put to them and we cannot possibly 
place this submission unless in a general character. It has been 
observed also that either in your department or in the administrative 
departments considerable delay is being made in dealing with the 
question. I had tabled two very iinimrtant short-notice (piestions on 
•the 16th and those short-notiee questions relate to the present arrange- 
ments for civil defence and how far it will be possibb* for (l(»vernnient 
to take the co-operation oi the (’ongress, the Muslim Leug\n‘ and other 
voluutary organisations. Wc havt' not been favoured w’ith a re))ly yet 
although we have been repeatedly asking the Hon'ble Minister con- 
cerned as to what the j) 08 ition is. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As a matter of fact, you know that I am absolutely 
heljdess to im})rove the manner in which Hon’ble Ministers answer 
(piestions. That is absolutely beyond my jiower and it is very difficult 
for me to say as to how the Ministers will or wdll not answer. In fact, 
that is a matter wdiich the House has got other m<‘thods to deal with. 

As the (luestion of delay has been raised, 1 may say that there has 
been absolutely no delay on the part of this department, and if 
Dr. Sanyal sees the agonies of our department in the absence of 
Assistant Secretaries still, he wdll realise the difficultieU'. I am not 
speaking of myself because the Speaker seems to lie the bottle-neck of 
the whole system and whatever may be the file, it must go to him and 
even if there be a cartload of files, he has t(» send them the same day. 

The whole position is that there were 2*18 (juestions pending from 
the July- August session. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I find one of the (piestions 
relating. to an interview with me in jail was held u]» for two long 
sessions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Out of the 288 questions, a very large number were 
not answered in the last December session and even in this session we 
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hare so far got replies of only 140 questions. Therefore, the whole 
position is that right from July last, we have been able to get answers 
of only 140 out of 238 questions. So far as the present session is con- 
cerned, we have sent 161 questions to the departments till the 2nd 
February last and we have got replies of only 32. So, Dr. Sanyal 
please do not carry the impression that Jhere might be any contingent 
delay in this department. I am not prepared to accept that position. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, while appreciating the remarks 
about your department, I have to draw* your attention to the short-notice 
questions that I Ijave referred to. I find that from your department 
the questions were sent to the administrative department on the 19th 
hehruary although the (juestions were handed in on the lOth February 
and they were marked ‘^Immediate.” If shori-noti\e ({uestions took 
^three days to pass out of your department, T do not know what to say 
about this. When I made enquiries of the administrative department, 
th(‘y said that these had not reached their hands yet. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will be able to answer this immediately. I am 
getting the hies. 

Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, regarding tin* first })ortion of your 
observation, with great respect may 1 say that if Hon’ble Ministers 
reply quf'stions by saying do not know”, d(> not lemember^’ or 
I cannot say , surely the (3iair is entitled to ask them to look into 
the files and answer the questions properly as they should be answered 
and it becomes a privilege (piestion if they do not. Sir, T do submit 
that the ( hair is not so helpless as to be unable to ask Hon’ble Ministers 
to rejdy in a proper manner, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: T have been asking this lor the last four years! 

Mr. H. 41. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 think the ])revi6us Ministers did 
read their tiles and answer (piestions properly. Sir, if you look uj) the 
records, you will find that proper answers were given and it was never 
stated “I do not know” or ”I cannot say”. None of them were ever 
so heljdess as the present Ministers are. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: As I have sa id it is not for me to say bow the 
questions are to be answered. All I am concerned with is to see 
whether they are answered expeditiously. The method and manner in 
which a question is answered — whether it is a full answer or an intelli- 
gent answer or a com])lete answer or an une(|uivocal answer or an 
answer to the satisfaction of the House — are matters entirely for the 
House to decide. 
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Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Or no answer! 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry I do not want to enter into arguments. 
I do say that so long as there is some answer — even if it is tantamount 
to no answer — I am helpless to do anything. It is for the members to 
find out the remedy, 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a point of order, Sir. Is 
Mr. Suhrawardy in order in claiming the monopoly of answering 
questions in the session? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Will the Tlon’lde Minister be pleased 
to state wbctlicr it is or it is not a fact that in accordance with tlift 
orders of tlic old (tovcnnm*nt all advisory committees for the appoint- 
ment of Muliainmadan Marriage Registrars were to inclmle all 
M.L.As. and M.L Cs within their jurisdiction irrespective of parties? 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: According to the 
old rules or new rules? 

Mr. SPEAKER :.01d rules. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: According to the 
old rules “Ves”, but according to the revised rules “No” It is in the 
discretion of the (iovernment to select as many us they would think 

fit. 


Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Will the Hon’blc Minister kindly state 
the reason for this change? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: ^^ecau'^e ( hangci 
is the order of the day. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when was this change introduced. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly slate 
whether this change has taken place with the object of keeping Masb'm 
M.L.As. and M.L.Cs. away from these committeesP 
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The Hon’Me Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No. Some of the 
worst offenders of the Muslim League are still in the committees. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what he means by the expression ‘‘worst offenders^’? 

Mfi SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Have the worst traitors, worst betrayers 
of the Muslim Tieague been exeluded from the committees? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That (luestiou does not arise. 

Khwaja 8ir HAZIMUDDIN: May I point out that we, the members 
on this side of the House, feel that what the Hon’ble Minister has said 
is absolutely correct, namely, those who have done great injury to the 
Muslim licague have been included in those (ommitteeH? 


Repreeantation of Bchaduled Castes in Noakhali District Board. 

50. Mr. JACAT CHANDRA MONDAL; (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Dejmrtment aware 
that there is no representative of the Scheduled Castes in the Noakhali 
District Board? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of nominating a member from the Scheduled 
Castes in the said District Board in the near future ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 8ELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (tlie Hon’ble Mr. 8antoeh Kumar 

Basu): (a) Babu Kamala Kanta Majumdar, b.l., who is an appointed 
member of the Noakhali District Board, is a representative of the 
Scheduled Castes. 

(6) Does not ariee^ 

RMxoavation of Dhurang khal in Fatiokohari, Chittagong. 

51. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) With reference to the reply given to 
unstarred question No. 62 on the 19th August, 1941, will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to stat^ 

(t) whether tenders for the pe-«xcavatipn work of the Dhurang 
ihal in police-station Fatickohari, district Chittagong, have 
since been invited by the Irrigation Department; and 
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(it) whether acquisition of necessary lands and other preliminaiy 
works have been completed? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: ui) (/) Tenders were 
called for and the selected contractor has already started the work. 

(ii) The major portion of the work will be done on the khal w’here 
no acquisition is necessary. A small piece of laud will have to be 
ac([uired in the short length of diversion. Ste]>s are InMiig taken for 
ac([uiring it. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Re-excavation of the “Oud” khal in Tippera. 

* 52. Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 

in charge of the (Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
be pleased to state NNhether the Oovernment have received any repre- 
sentation for the re-excavation of the “Oud” kkal in the district of 
Tippera? 

(6) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the HouMdo 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, has \yeen taken in the 
matter ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: (a) Yes. 

(b) The execution of a scheme for the re-excavation of the khal 
has been postponed Cor the time being, as it ns not as urgent as it lie 
expensive. 


Short-notice question. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 put a short- 
notice question. May I know if I have got consent of the Hon’ble 
Minister P 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have not got it yet; I shall look into it. 


Adjoumment Motion. 


Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJIDt Mr. Speaker, Sir, I gave notice of an 
adjoumment motion yesterday. May I know what has happened to itP 
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Mft SPEAKER: All I want to say is that we are working under 
emergency circumstances. Formerly our office used to remain open 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.ra. Now we have to sit from 8 o^clock in the 
morning till 12-f30 or 1 o’clock. Your motion was filed after 12-30 p.m. 
We have sent it to the administrative department and other steps will 
have to be taken. So it will not be possible to take it up to-day. I 
hope we will take it up to-morrow. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If' the life of a person is at stake, we 
hope the administrative department 

Mr. SPEAKER: If there is such a stake, ii is only fair that the 
speaker should be immediately informed, so that necessary steps can 
be taken. If you leave it to the normal routine of the office, you will 
have to hear the consequences. In these mattf‘rs, I think, it is always 
my duty to give utmost possible help to the Op])osition and I am quite 
prepared to give it. My difficulty is this that in fact I have to deal with 
quite a large number — rather I should say, literally, a cartload of filesf 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; When 1 refeired to that it was not a 
reflection on yourself. I trusted that the administrative department 
would consi(l(‘r it of importance and look into the matter and not come 
up to-morrow by saying that they had no information. 

DEMAND8 FOR CRANT8. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We will mm proceed with the Supplementary 
Budget Estimate. 

<Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Before we proceed with the Supple- 
mentary Budget Estimate may we know from you, Sir, how you propose 
to conduct the discussion to-day!'' We have about 8 important demands 
before us. You may either sjilit the time available for each demand 
or you may allow us to take up 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I am pro]>osing is this : it would Ik* best if 
first of all I ask the Hon’ble Ministers to move the demands, and there- 
after take such item as the Opposition consider important, and then 
put the whole thing to vote. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: ITow will the Hon’ble Ministers 
reply to specifie criticisms? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Immediately after the motion is finished. He will 
^eply immediately after a particular motion is moved. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That will take long time. 

Mr. SPEAKER* Anyway, I propose to apply the guillotine at 
11-30 a.ni. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I pro]>ose half jiast twelve. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will tn to makt* it near ahont half past twelve. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir. it would he eonvenient for us 
in the Opposition, if eocli demand is taktui s<*parately and you permit us 
to take up sueli of the demands whieh aie ('onsidered to he more 
imjiortanf, and wt* feid that “Extraordinary (’harges” dealing with the 
additional expenditure mi aeeount of .\.11.P. ami ('ivil Defence (‘omes 
up a‘' the most impoitant We may take up that one first. 

^ Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any (dijeetion in taking up “Extraordinary 
ehai ges'' first '1 

(No ohjeetion.) 


SS^Extraordinary Charges in India. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: On the recommenda- 
tion of His Exiadleney the (rovernor I heg to move that a sum of 
Its. 7fhkk3,0(l() he granted foi (*xpenditure under the h(‘ad “f)3 — Extra- 
ordinary f’harges in India” during the eurrent year. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, 1 heg to niov(‘ that th« chuiiand 
of Its. 70,‘.23,<lfk) under the lo'ad “ Extraordinarx ('harges” he redueod 
hy It.-s. 1(1(1 Tlie (dijeet of m.\ motion is to raise a diseiission about tin* 
selection, (raining and remuneration of various graile.s of personnel of 
the A .It .P. Services. 

Sir, I liardly recpiire a long speecdi in explanation of my motion 
which is iiractieallv .s(df-exidanatory. We have, on flu* floor of the 
House on previous oe<*asions during the present sessioii, found how 
almost every section of the House felt that the present arrangements 
for A.K.P and Civil Defence are hopelessly lagging behind what we 
consider to he proper and adequate. It has been felt that the lack in 
this connection is largely due to the personnel .selected, to the want of 
training of such personnel and to the inadequate supply of materiflls to 
equip that personnel. I want to move my motion to draw particular 
attention to all these three directions. 
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With regard to the selection of personnel, we do not know what 
principle has been followed, but we find from actual experience in 
the various wards of Calcutta that persons who do not appear to be 
in any way in touch with public opinion have been somehow or other 
found fit to hold important A.R.P. posts. The Controller of A.R.P., 
the Deputy Controllers of A.R.P. and also the various chains of officers 
under them are either Government servants or Government henchmen — 
men who have never shown their ability to command any organisation 
of public character. We have also discovered that some of these 
officers are old and retired (Government servants who have been found 
incompetent in some of their work, and possibly their selection was 
made not so much with a view to ensure efficienc'y but to see that any 
person who might not sing hullelujali to the present or the past Govern- 
ment might be kept excluded. 

MflUlvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR; Wlicn were the selections made? 

Or. NALINAKSitA 8ANYAL: That is for the HoiTblc Minister to 
reply. 

We have also noticed that some individuals who w'ere not considered 
to be as docile as others and who claimed that certain materials should 
he supplied to some of their men and certain classes of training should 
be given have been summarily asked to get out' of the A.R.P. and 
without even asking them or without even having the courtesy to consult 
them about it, they have been replaced })y other men. This state of 
Affairs is extremely unsatisfactory. 

In the A.R.P. services, large amounts have been spent and it is 
our very considered opinion that not only arrangements are not being 
mad<^ for the protection that we need but also the money that is being 
spent is ‘literally wasted. There is no check on that ex])enditure and 
the sums that are allotted for different kinds of work are simply 
squandered. T have heard very many kinds of complaints and it is 
very difficult for me, as you have ruled that it is not permissible for 
any member to refer to individual cases, to bring to the notice of this 
House these charges, but T want to indicate generally the nature of 
these complaints. One charge is that these men are definitely anti- 
national and they are doing practically the work of the Criminal Investi- 
gation Department and Special Branch of the Oiminal Investigation 
Department. They are not doing anything in the nature of helping the 
people to organise in the matter of Civil Defence, and one of these 
officers has been openly twitting one of the responsible Ministers of 
Government and in fact the Civil Defence Minister himself, in his 
office, because the Minister happened to run up to Trichinopoly to .see 
his esteemed leader. 
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Tlw Hon'bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: What is that? I do 

not know anything about it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; It was 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I ask you, Dr. Sanyal, to refrain from men- 
tioning the name of any one? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: 1 did not like to, but I hud to 
mention it because the Minister 

Mr. SPEAKER: What remedy has that gentleman got against what 
you say even if lie wants t(» give an explanation ? IMease remember 
that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: 1 ndramed from mentioning tlie 
name 

Mr. SPEAKER: That i.s n(»t the (piest 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Ihit wlien the ITonTde Minister 
wanted to know I had to say it. 

Mr, SPEAKER:] f you persist like that, I shall be compelled to take 
all necessary steps to see that you don’t mention names. It is most 
unfair to mention any name (*xcept in the case of a substantive motion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 .submit to your ruling. Sir, but I 
also venture to submit that it is a recognised parliamentary principle 
that although no mattei of a personal character im])ugning the honesty 
or otherwise of an oflicer should be called in question, the public 
activity of any officer of the State, however high he may be, can be 
brought up. If that is not permitted, then the Parliament is not 
worth the name. I am only talking of the public activity of an officer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have to see that you don’t mention any name. 
I am sorry. Dr. Sanyal, you do not realise the point. Please consider 
for yourself. Here is a man who, you allege, has said something in the 
presence of A, B, C, D. What remedy has he got against that? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; The department will enquire into it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But you have no right to mention his name here. 
If you want, you may write to the department and say *‘this is what 1 
am going to say in the open House". 
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Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL, Why should I give notice? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; When Dr. Sanyal 
said that a certain officer had been openly twitting the Minister con- 
cerned, I have every right to ask whether it was a facd because nobody 
has yet come to me and twitted me openly or otherwise. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Tliis is a fact borne out by a very 
estimable member whose name will carry weight. He has heard it. 
In his presence, the parti(‘iilar officer concerned spoke out when there 
were three or more of her officers and members of the A.E.P. service 
present in the office. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Did he twit me? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Yee. 

The Hon’Me Mr. ^ANTOSH KUMAR BASU: In my presence? ' 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Not in ,\oui presence. 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Thni is not twitting. 

Mr. SPEAKER: And yet you say all fliat. With all your knowledge 
of parliamentary conventions, do you want me to uccej)t that the casual 
talk of one member 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: In his office 


Mr, SPEAKER: even in his office or his home is going to be 

the subject-matter of parliamentary censure. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: We have found a number of ladies 
selected in the A.E.P. services to do what work we do not know. There 
is an office known as the Public Eclations Committee, of which a parti- 
cular gentleman liapjiens to be the Secretary. That Public Relations 
Committee lias appointed or is going to appoint 3 ladies. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sure that the Public Relations Committee has 
nothing to do with the demand. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Some money is allotted from the 
Budget fot* the Committee to function. 
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There is one Christian lady apixnnted with no qualification what- 
ever^ not even a grraduate. on Rs. 150 a month. A Muslim lady has 
counter-balanced this on a salary of about Rs. 125 per mensem with no 
qualification again. But a Hindu has been proposed to be appointed 
who is an M.A., B.T. She is being offered less than Rs. 100; but none 
of these yet knows what4ier duties are. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Y nil seem to keep mueli iiifonimtion ! 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not think that the honourable 
member’s information is correct. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He want.N to build nj) pai liaincntarv tradition on 
information of that eharacter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I have got with me a hdt»‘r addn‘8sed 
t)y the Secretary (d the Maiwari Relief Society to the Dejiuty Commis- 
sioner of Police, lie complained that on the 11th ot h\d)riiary, 1942, 
a civic' guard called at his place, who gave his name a.s No. d()9 — 
Y'usuf, and demanded .some money fronrhim. (This hdter still remains 
unreplied.) The civic guard had threatened that if the money was not 
given as “Bakshis” the gentleman would be hauled U]) on a charge of 
not taking sufficient , precaution to cover his lights. This is not one. 
This is a specific written complaint, a copy of which has been sent to 
me, not yet attended to. Similar thing.s are within the knowledge of 
many citizens of Calcutta. These men have no fault mi their side 
either because they have been .sele<‘t<*d from juactieally tin* scum of the 
.society. In the Ballygunge area in which 1 livr, there has been an 
attein]jt to improve the personnel, but the former (’hief Warden of the 
place has himself told me that he could not improve the work because 
the selection has been hojieless and because he could not get the right 
type of men. 

In the civic guard servi<*e, men are offered six annas jier day for the 
duty they do as remnneiation and the A.R.P. service offers Rs. 30 a 
month for a certain limited number of young" men who would be 
prepared to work whole-time. Ihe superior offu’ers of the A.R.P. 
service are given handsome fat salaries, not only salaries, but some* 
of them who are receiving pensions are also given various allowances in 
addition to their salaries. They have got house allowance, motor car 
allowance, garage allowance and so on and so forth. We have heard 
of persons who had been earning only Rs. 50 to Rs. 60 a month in certain 
employments being offered jobs on Rs. 200 and more and they have 
been taken over. This is the manner in wMch money is being 
squandered. Moreover, Sir, I have not to go any further than this 
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Hguse itself to point out the i5hdequ|icy of the materials and equip- 
ment supplied for A.B.P. work. I am informed on good authority 
tliat iu t\xe Assemlily Building itself elaborate preparations have been 
made — the personnel has been selected from the Assembly staff itself, 
and yet Government have not as yet provided adequate materials either 
for fighting fire or for other AJll.P, services,, including j;he First Aid 
duties. I do not know who is responsible for this state of affairs. I 
submit we surely need immediate action and no throwing of blame on 
each other in a matter of this kind. 

Mr. 8PSAKER; 1 am so glad to hear that from you, Dr. Sanyal ! 
^Laughter.) 

Dr. NALiAaKSHA SANYAL: The personnel can be improved only 
if active co-operation of non-official organisations as organisations is 
accepted. I do not know what stands in the way of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge accepting this offer. The Congress has been for the 
last few weeks knocking at his door demanding some j)lace for them iq 
the A.R.P. service, and I myself went to liis place and our organisa- 
tion was placed at his disposal as an organisation. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: What has it been able to do so far? 

^Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Mr. Kumar should not get nervous 
when charges are made against the present Government. I do not 
want his support, T do not expect his support. But I expect him to 
keep quiet. 

When I bring this charge home, 1 submit that the Ilon’ble Minister 
and his party would take it, for whatever they are capable of taking, as 
an attempt to improve the service and not as an attempt only to criticise 
their present activities. We demanded that the Congress, the Muslim 
lieague, the Hindu Mahasabha, the Ramkrishna Mission and other non- 
official organisations which are known to be of service to the people, 
organisations to which people are apt to look up to during any 
emergency, should be permitted to take charge of certain kinds of 
work in connection with the A.R.P. and I have also shown the way in 
which this .can be done. If the Hon^ble Minister finds it difficult to 
absorb thess^ menWJtherwise than as individuals coming under the over- 
lapping organisation of the A.R.P, under the Police Chief of Calcutta, 

I submit to him that they may be given separate duties. The A.R.P. 
cannot possibly and has not ]i 08 sibly taken up all kinds of work. Give 
us some kkid of work where the A.R.P. has not yet spread its organisa- 
tion. 1 have pointed out that no atteni]>t has been made to approach 
personally the poor, illiterate people of Calcutta living in husteet for 
any propaganda amongst tiiem as to how they should conduct themselves 
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in (M9B of aif raid. .We are prepared to take up that work which J19 
orgwnipation has yet taken up. TJie Hon 'We Minister has taken a very 
long fbpae- to consider that position, because probably his great maater 
has not yet conceded to him such functions which might, according to 
hifl master^s brilliant understanding, develop into Fifth Columnist 
activities later.dn. Sir, the bogey of Filth Columnist is standing in the 
way of making our own arrangements for protecting our homes, our 
children and ladies, and our lives and properties. Tins should not l)e 
permitted to go on any longer. Kv(‘n if the officials stand in the way, 
we shall be organi.sing in our own way to jjrotec't ourselves. We shall 
then see hole the Government prevemt us from carrying outpour inten- 
tions. Yesteaday the President of the Congrats held an important 
conference in which we have come to the decision that whatever may 
befall on us we are going to take charge of the Civil Defence of Calcutta. 
Every ward has been jilaeed in charge of one rcspotisible man, and we 
are shortly going to organise ourselves a ]>owerfiil vohinteef organisa- 
tion in the city. We will he ])re})ared even to court arrest if the 
(government df) not [x'rmit an organisation of that character to take 
char^fe of life and property and security of tin* city. 

Witli these observations, Sir. T move my motion, and T hope it will 
be acce])ted by the House a.s it is. 

Mr. I. D. JALANt Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Hs. 70 . 2d, 000 under th(‘ li<*ad “Kxl raordinar\ Charges in India*’ T>« 
reduced hy K.s, 100, Sir, I niove UnS niolion witlj a view <r) raising a 
discussion about the inefficiency and insufficiency of A.U.P. arrange- 
ments. 

Sir, my ])re(lec{*>sor has just now statrd in tliis llousr that lie* is not 
(|Uite sati.sfied with the A.K.P. arrangements that have* lK*en made. 
It is (juite olivious, 1 tliink, to the Hon’lile Minister himself that when 
the real crisis will develop it is most likely that in .spite of the huge 
expenses that we have incurred so fur, the whole a rrangeiiK'tit will fail. 
The real cause for s\icli failure will be want of enthusiasm and zeal on 
tin* part of the jieople of the <‘ountry. Tlie lloirhlc Minister enjoys 
the privileged position of being’ a popular Mini.sfer and lias^ot some 
toucli with the {)eople. He has got carry on a very intpjisivc jiro- 
paganda in order to in>til into tin* people the riecefnujn' ^tithushism 
which ih requiifd tor the proper protection of the lives of tlie jieople 
of this province. We have lu'cii in the habit of seing jiost-mortem 
examination hy the Ihiti.sh (Toverninent whenever a failure takes place. 
Let us not' follow’ that example: let us show the jiath that we are really 
an effective democracy and not an effete one. The Wijy in Hhich 
canvassing is done for the purpd^ of pnx uung votes in order to get 
elected to the Legislature .should be adoptei in this case as -well in 
27 



Feb., 

the peaple of the province in order t<f have their 
full ^o-opetation without which it is bound to fail. What is happening 
at present at an enormous cost? The result which is coming out is not 
commensuTate with the cost which we are incurring in this matter, 
liig l.C.S. men have been placed in chargQ*.of A.R.P. activities. Take, 
for instance, one l.C.S. man has been asked to undertake lecturing 
tours. Sir, these lecturing tours can be done by lesser officials, because 
what is required is to tell the people as to What they have got to do 
during air-raids. What is required is that there must be a strong 
organisation behind the Minister in order to achieve the object which 
is before us. I understand there is no co-ordination between the 
different departments of the A.R.P. service. I. also understand that 
so far as firerfighting services are concerned, there are practically no 
volunteers available to make it worth the name to protect us from the 
incendiary bombs whenever a fire will occur. Then we have heard 
inside this very House from the Hon’ble Speaker that there is no 
sufficient A.R.P. arrangements in this House. I do not understand 
why this Government has c.alled Ibis Assembly without first having 
made sufficient A.R.P. arrang^pient for this House. I have cotne to 
know that even no doctors are to be found in order to render medical 
aid in tlie event of casualties due to an air-raid 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; There is Dr. Sanyal for you! 

Mr. 1. D. ilALAN; Not that kind of doctor we want. No 
doctor is to be found here, Sir, in case any casualty occurs in this 
House. I would request the honourable members to ])res8 for a doctor 
being provided fur i>y Government for this House. Sir, if Government 
thinks it iiecessary to close down schools unless and until proper A.R.P. 
arrangements are made, 1 do not understand what reason is there for 
calling this Assembly school without any proper A.R.P. arrangement 
having been made beforehand. 1 should like to know from the 
lloii’ble Mr. S])eaker as to whether he considers that the A.R.P. 
arrangements so tar made are satisfactory for this House, and if they 
are not, I would a.sk the Government us to why the Government is 
taking the re.sponsibility of calling this House. Sir, as a matter of 
fact if we go to the crux of the whole question we shall be able to solve 
the iiroblgin and if we wish to deal with only outer fringes of it w’e can 
never solve the problem. 

We found the other day Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru saying — I do 
not know whether it is correct or not — that when the air raid began 
in Rangoon most of the wardens disappeared from the scene. I do 
not Want to cast nny aspersion on anylxidy but that is what he said. 
We also feel that when the time will <!<ipne no fire extinguisher, no fire- 
fighting party, nothing sort w ill ^pear. As a matter of fact 
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I have great regard for the ability of the Hon’ble Minister, but I do 
not know whether he has been discharging the responsibility of con- 
ducting the routine affairs of the Government. I wish that the 
Government should seriously consider that tha Hon^ble Minister in 
charge of Civil Detence should be freed from all responsibilities with 
regard to the routine matters of (iovernment and he should devote his 
whole time and attention to the hig problem of defence. 

Sir, we cannot go into the fundamentals of this question because 
the real fundamentals would have arisen if the llritish Government had 
taken the proper step. If India would have an independent status it 
would have infused the peoj)le int(» action. As reported even to-day, 
men like Sir George Schuster, Mr. Ifore llelisha have openly admitted 
that the Malayalans ami the Bunne.se are not giving their whole in 
the fight where ].attl(‘ is going on. As a matt/^r of fa(‘t, Sir George 
Schuster saidi “That i^ not the spirit of energy and sacrifice, that is 
not the spiria of national unity whi<‘h will .set* India through the war. 
They must mive the spirit, energ'v and sacrifice which in.s])ired China 
find Russia, the s])irit which curried on even to the point of the 
destruction of tli<’ir chcri^hc(l homes if that was the only way to dijfeut 
the enemy. It blindness to expect such a sjurit unless you had a 
real Xational (;o\crnment leadinir it.” Similarly, Mr. llore Helisha 
said— 1 am quoting these things which have apjjcared in to-day’s news- 
papers in order to impress upon the British Government the necessity 
of doing soruelhing* immediately and witliout further delay, so that 
the peoi)le ot the j)roviucc and tlie peojjle of th(‘ ciMintrv w'ill liavc real 
enthusiasm which will go to solve the |>roblcm in an effective manner. 
So long as that is n(»t done the Mini.‘-try lias got to dischurgo the duty 
ot a popular Government. 

Mr. Hore Belisha .sai<l, “It is also noteworthy that the Malayalans 
unlike the Filippinos do not appear seriously to have resisted invasion 
in their home laud. To some extent the same plienomena are noticeable 
in Burma. There the military operations are hampered by lack of 
eutlmsia.stic co-operation on the part of the Burmese. It may Iw too 
late to take action in Burma to join tlie local population with us in 
fighting against the Japanese. In India, however, there is still time. 

Thai is, Sir, a question whiidi the British Government only can 
solve. But so far as the eftVcls of air raids are concerned— T am speak- 
ing of air raids and things which appear as a result of air raids, I have 
already stated that we cannot check invasion— we cannot* create that 
enthusiasm in the fieople of this province which can Only impel 
people to make the supreme sacrifice whith is demanded in t^utastrophes 
of this nature, but so iar as the Hon’ble Mini.ster is concerm^d I say 
that he ha.s taken tlie respon.silfility of Civil Defence of this provinc^e. 

he is unable to di-^charge^his resfionsibilities in an ef^ient manner, 
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)ie should take the House into confidence and tell the House as to what 
are the impediments, whether they are internal impediments or external 
impediments which stand in the way of achieving the end. If that is 
so, the right (course for the Hon’ble Minister is to advise the people to 
leave^he capital and not to live under false notions of protection when 
there is no protection. • lict not the people )e under some delusion that 
they are going to be protected by this (jovernment when as a matter 
of fact they are not goihg to be protected. I^et us face facts and let us 
face realities. If the Hon’ble Minister is able lo discharge his duties, 
let him say so frankly; if he is not able to discharge his duties, let him 
say frankly that for these reasons be is unable to do so and let the 
people take their own course. We are in a very curious position; we 
have not got the entire ctmtrol of (Tovernment in our hands. There 
are so many safeguards; there are so many difliculties in our way. But 
let not those difticuiliies fall on the head of the Ilou’ble Minister for 
Civil Defence. If the defence fails the })eople will hold him responsible 
and no amount of shifting his own responsibilities on to the shoulders 
of others will avail. Therefore, 1 say with all the res])onsibility that* 
1 can command that the Hon’ hie Minisler for Civil Defence should 
take it very seriously and realise that he, has taken the greatest 
responsibility in the supreme hour and let him discharge the respons- 
ibility to its fullest extent and we, the representatives of the people of 
this province, will hold him re.sponsible for anything which haj)pen8 
and which injures our position and life in this jtrovince. As I have 
stated alK)V(^ if he feels unable to do so, let him say so frankly in this 
House so that the peojjle ma> know ami decide the line ot action. On 
one side we have been asked by the “Statesman ' not to leave Calcutta 
but to sti(dv to it; on the other side we are told that there is no organisa- 
tion to i)rotect us. What is the advice theny Are we going to be 
murdered herey Why should we be bombed in Calcutta if we find that 
the Government is not fulfilling its responsibility y 

With these words, Sir, I move my motion and I tojie the Ministry 
will take jiroper course in this matter. 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: Mr, Speaker, Sir, I 
am thankful to the memlHUs of the Congress Party who* hate initiated 
this discussion for the very frank manner in which they have stated 
th«‘ir c ase. 1 am (juitc aware that there is considerable dissatisfaction 
among the citizens of Calcutta in regard to the arrangements which 
have bt^en made so far with regard to A.R.P. and Civil Defence 
measures. Sir, there is a frank recognition also of the fact on the part 
of the members who have taken part in this debate that the whole 
of the structure, the whole of the arrangements have Wen a legacy to 
us by the last Ministry. It is my honourable friend Sir Nazimuddin 
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who was responsible for building up the structure which has been hand- 
ed down to us call it a top-heavy adniinistratiou, call it an administra- 
tion which is squandering away money, and whatever charge you can 
bring against them, well, it is a legacy whiidi has come down to us, 
and it does require some time, does rtMjuire some energy for the purpose 
of w’eeding out if there is anything which cannot get the sanction of 
popular opinion. I know that object i(»ns will Ik‘ raised from that 
quarter of the House, b\it the fart does stand out ]»rominently and 
pre-eminently in 1h(‘ records ot the (f(»\ernmrnt to whicli Sir Nu/inuiddin 
cannot legitimately raise any ohjeetion, yvhalever bis folloy\ers may <lo. 
that this is the state of aiVairs which has hren handed down to us. 

Sir, there is considerable justitication lor the structure which has 
been raised. 1 a^ree that A.K.l*. arrangements require thorough 
training, t(*chnical skill and wlodc-tnne attejition on the part of otiicials. 
Without that an A.H I*. oi jjanlsation yvorth the name cannot la* Iniilt 
up. From that point of view the !>tlicials-- tlie suj)crior <»llicials — who 
iiavc bc(‘n ciiai'^cd yvitli jbi> duty have been disebar^ing tbeir duties 
to our satisfaction. 1 agree that s<»me o| tbc appointments \\bi<*b have 
b(‘en made may not meet yyitb appr<n al so iar as I am eoneeriied ; but 
the appointments are then* and it is dillieult ior nu* to get rid of tbesc 
oHieeis all at once yvitboiu f^iving tb<‘m ii ebanei' to prove tbeir yvorlb. 
Tliat is tlie ])(»sition wilb wliieb I am faced to-day. If I ba<l a free 
hand at the time tbes<* airangements y\ere initiated, probably 1 would 
have started on a dilferent plane and probably 1 would have tried t4) 
fashion this scheme, ibis organisation and Ibis Hlructuro in a dill’erent 
manner altogetbei. Sir Na/.iniuddin and the Oovernmeut then in 
poyver bad tlieir own ideas. They bud po.ssibly brought in otlicers to 
certain iiosition which would not have met with my approval if 1 hud 
the privilege of initiating the scheme. Hut the sebeme is there; it has 
been working tor two years yvben I came into the shoes of the Minister 
coneerned in tlie last Ministry and 1 find that in eonrse of these two 
months — well, it is not even a month that this new jmrtbdio bus been 
created — it is not j)os?.ible tor me to set my toot on all that 1 consider 
not desirable, and it is necessary that T •should study (be situation 
before I (*an do anything eileetive in the matter of w'eeding out 
iiniiecessary or incapable (‘lenient n in the service. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; In the meantime bombs will 
fall. 

The Hoffi’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes, hmuhs will fall 
and that is left to fate. We cannot help it. The licgislaiun^ ought 
to have intervened earlier and brought an end t4) the state of alfaira 
which is resiKUisible ior thi.s. They have not done it and they must 
now face the neces-sary con.secjuences. 



m 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[ 26 th Feb. 


Well, Sir, the position is this. So far as the other part of the 
question is concerned, Sir Nazimuddin is probably not responsible. 
The public has stood out ; they have not come forward ; the public have 
not ^^iven that association and that co-operation which Sir Nazimuddin 
expected of them. I am not blaming the public. I am not, for the 
tjme being, discussing the justification or otherwise of the attitude 
taken up by the public, but the fact remains that the public have not 
come forward and these arrangements have not been so popular as 
they ought to have been. The officers themselves recognise that the 
response from the public in the matter of recruitment of personnel 
has been extremely poor and we are still asking for the necessary 
amo\int of suj)port for the purjwse of manning these services in an effec- 
tive and efficient manner. 

Now, Sir, T invited and I still invite, openly and wholeheartedly, 
all organisations to come and join the A.R.P. services and the Casualty 
services, but, unfortunately, some of these organisations, ])robably the^ 
Congress and the Muslim I/uigue, say that they are not going to join 
these organisations as such. They say “Deal with \is as organisations 

and not as individuals (Mr. Duikkndka Nath Duita : What does 

the Hon’ble Minister mean by saying “join the organisation'’?) I am 
coming to it. You cannot criticise an organisation while you say that 
you are not going to join it. Ifut if you say “We. are going to join it; 
give us a place of ])restige, honour and power” and if we refuse, it is 
then u]) to you to say “We offered our services but we w'ere not 
accepted”. That position one can understand. I would certainly 
welcome these organisations having regard to the power, influence, 
standing, dignity and prestige they command in this province and in 
the country. If they had only realised that a new turn would have 
been given to these movements in Calcutta and outside, I am certain 
they would not have stood out then. Sir, 1 am not quarrelling about 
the ideology, 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Sir, may I interrupt the Hon’ble 
Minister and ask him a question? Will he allow private organisations 
like the Indian National (’ongress, the Muslim League, the Forward 
Bloc and other organisations to work with them keeping their organisa- 
tions intact without merging themselves in the Government organisa- 
tion and to collalmrate with them? Will the Hon’ble Minister permit 
that? 

The Hon'We Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I am obliged to 
the honourable l^eader of the Congress for putting this question to me. 
It is a very seripus matter and we must all put our heads together and 
work in a spirit of perfect co-operation and collaboration. (Laughter 
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and cries of ‘‘Oh! oh I from the Opposition Benches.) I do not know, 
Sir, what I have done to deserve this derisive lauf^hter. I am only 
trying* to put my viewpoint. I shall certainly welcome any co-opera- 
tion, any collaboration at this critical moment. Everybody agrees that 
these are critical times. Everybody desires that something should be 
done, but whenever it comes to the (piestion of discussing the realities 
of the situation I find derisive laughter facing me when I am going 
to develop my point of view. 

Dfi NALINAKSHA 8AHYAL: Yon are talking with yonr tongue 
in the cheek. 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: As Dr Sanyal was 
aw’ay somewhere ami lias just (‘ome in he conhl nol follow what was 
said. I am not going to (‘liticise Dr. Sanyal. I was only trying to 
answ'er Mr. Roy’s (luestion, but his followers are raising all sorts of 
(Nfficuliies. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; We cannot help yon. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: ]>lease do not help 
where help is not necessary. Now, Sir, Mr. Roy has askial this (ques- 
tion as to whetlier the helq) of the (’ongres.s Tarty, the Muslim League 
or the Hindu Mahasabha will he accejited. I’his will be accejited, 
most certainly accepted, and I was going to say that in answer to the 
points raised by Dr. Sanyal. Dr. Sanyal has clarified this issue to a 
considerable extent when he said that outside these* arrangements which 
are not connected with A.R.P. projier there is considerable room for 
co-operation and, if necessary, we should call th(*m to assist ns and 
give them a .share of the w'ork. 1 wholeh(*artedly agree? with 
Dr. Sanyal’s offer. That offer was also made by me some days ago in 
course of the general discussion of the Budget. That offer stands. 
That offer I made long ago in jiublic meetings addressed by me in 
Calcutta. But, so far as the A. ILL. organisation qiroper is conccirned, 
if my friends will come and discuss the matter with m(!, I hope I shall 
be able to convince them that it is not jiracticable at all to allow 
parallel organ i.sations or to conceive of parallel organisations (cries of 
“Oh! oh!“ from the Opposition Benches) and w'ork side by side in the 
same area for this simple reason that there must be unified control and 
unified arrangement for reporting. All the telephones will he discon- 
nected ^(U proar . ) 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I appeal to the House that we are discussing 
matters affecting the life and death of the people. I^et us just hear 
the Hon’ble Minister. 
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The Hofi’We Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR rA8U: I would beg of my 

honourable friends to remember that it is not an ordinary matter which 
can be discussed off and on. It is a matter which requires serious con- 
sideration — a matter which requires practical solution and going into 
details and tackling tdiem. If, on consideration of the matter from 
such a point of view, you can suggest means by which as an organisa- 
tion you can be associated with AJl.l\, I shall most gladly consider 
that, but my fricMids say that they cannot help us. I know that absolute 
ignorance may give rise to all soris of comments, but if you care to 
come and study the situation ]>roperly you wdll realise that we cannot 
do otherwise than w'hat I am doing now. 

Now, Sir, it is possible for my friends to say that they cannot join 
the A.R.P. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Not under tlie (*ontrol of the police. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 respect that point 
of view. 1 cannot tone you to join the A.K.P. organisation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I nder tlie (.Commissioner of Police. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Put it is also under 
(iovernment which is a servant of this House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Whidi is also a servant of the 
Commissioner of Police. Ministers are .smvants of the (k)mmissioner 
of Police. 


Tho Hon’blo Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: Sir, 1 do object to 
these statements. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Saiiyal, you arc interfering with the proceed- 
ings of the House in a manuei which is against all i)arliamentaiy 
traditions which we are all anxious to maintain. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 submit, Sir, that in view of the 
important statement that tlie Hon’ble Minister was making it is equally 
importiiut that the position of im]»ortaut organisations should l)e clari- 
iied, and I submit, Sir, that Dr. Sanyal was dt)ing nothing more than 
trying to clarify the position. (Uproar.) It is no use giving an 
evasive reply and, at the same Mime, protesting and professing that 
it is a most important and vital question that has got to be tackled 
calmly and quietly. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am grlad to find that Dr. Sanyal'^ and 
Mr. Shahabuddin are agreed on one point (laughter^ but I may only 
say that 1 do not find Dr. Saiiyal or anybody vindicating the position 
of a party or organisation. Mr. Sbuhabuddin will kindly remember 
that the main allegation was that “Ministeiv are servants of the 
Commissioner of Police”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a ptunt of personal exj)lanation, 

flir. I never wanted to disturb the proceedings of the House 

(Uproar.) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Ma y 1 rise on a point of 
order, Sir? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 have been iinpunged for 
faaving distnrhed the j)roee«‘din^s ol the House. I siibinit, Sir, 

. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: When the re is a point of order raised, let us follow 
the parliainentaix proetaluie. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: A ])oint of ord(*r cannot be raised 
before a ])oint of (‘X])lanation. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 allow him t(» do it. lad us hear the j)oint of 
order. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: 1 shall not try to iinituie the 
manners of Dr. Sanyal. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is that a point (d order? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ordei, order. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL; II.- lnu^t witli<lraw wliut lie 
said. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Of.Iei. ohI.t. 

(Cries of “He must, withilraw", “lie iiiu-t willidiaw” from the 
Proftressive (,'oalition I'aily Heiielie'.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, ordei. - If you eontinuc like Ihis, 1 shall 
have no other alternative but to put the demand to the House and leave 
it to its decision. 
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Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYA L: I want to offer a personal explana- 
tion. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: On a point of order, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I iet Dr. Sanyal give his personal explanation. 

Mr, SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I stand upon the dignity of the 
House. Why should he be given the privilege of calling the Minister 
“a servant of the Commissioner of ]*olice”P 

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 must be allowed an opportunity to give my 
decision as to whether he sliould withdraw or not, but trained as I have 
])een in the profession of law all along my lile I consider even the 
worst criminal should be given an opportunity to have his say. There- 
fore I call uj)on Dr. Xalinaksha Sanyal to ^ive his personal explana- 
tion, and I shall decide afterwards. • 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I have no intention of disturbing 
the proceedings of the House. Wliat I said was this. The Ministers 
are helpless and in some respects they have to accept the orders of the 
Commissioner of Ihilice. (The Hon’ble Mr. S.vntosh Kumar Basu : 
Certainly not.) It was evident from the detention and removal of no 
less a person than Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose who could not be retained 
in Calcutta for even 24 hours. If that is not the position I want to 
know what it is. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: On a point of order, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Order, order. I shall find out what was the 
expression used by Dr. Sanyal and then give my decision. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I intervene and say 
a few words, Sir? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Leader of the House wants to make a state- 
ment. Let him finish. After that I shall allow you to raise your 
point of order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I thought it my duty to 
intervene because the subject under discussion is of such great import- 
ance ae to transcend all party or sectional considerations. It is not 
for me to blame any Government because if I were to do that I would 
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only be blaming myself. I know, Sir, that so far as the old Govern- 
ment is concerned it is not for them to meet the situation and to make 
ample provision for the protection of Calcutta and its citizens. Some- 
time after the outbreak of war we were negligent because we felt 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 protest againsf this kind of state- 
ment. I do not think that it is fair to the old Government. The 
Hon’ble Chief Minister has no business to make that kind of state- 
ment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am eoming to the 
explanation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chief Minister has not yet made his full 
statement. 

•» 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: He sa\s that the old (fovcrnment 
was negligent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He says that for some time tlie> W(‘re negligent. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I don't agree with that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have not even finished 
my sentence. We were negligent becau.se we felt that the scene of 
operations of the war was so far away that the danger of India being 
involved in the war wa.s ver\ remote. I never meant to insinuate that 
Sir Nazimuddin or any of the other Mini.sters were negligent in their 
duties but what I said was that our outlook was one of, if not in- 
activity, at least something like negligence. However, the events 
have moved with a swiftness for which we were not prepared. 

So far as A. R. P. service is concerned, efforts have been made to 
enlist the co-operation of non-officials. Without entering into the 
controversy at the present moment, may I reque.st the House to 
consider the suggestion which I wish to make? (’annot the learlers 
of all sections of the House meet u.s and tell us exactly what their 
suggestions are for organising the defence of the city? We are pre- 
pared to accept their suggestions and go to the farthest length to do 
what is humanly possible in order to save the city and its citizens. I 
do not want that arrangements should be made in a slipshod way. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is always the case with 
you. 
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The Hoit’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is possible to interrupt 
and criticize me. But the proposal I am putting forward before t|ie 
House is one ot peace at a time when we should be united agaiiist 
external enemies. My appeal is this: Let all the leaders of diff^ent 
groups meet together and let us have their definite suggestions, instead 
of wasting time in mere criticisms, attacks and counter-attacks. If 
Dr. Sanyal himself has got any suggestions to make I shall be most 
happy to receive them and to act upon them. 

Mr. KiRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Sir, 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I should be given an opi)ortunity 
to speak first because my name has been mentioned. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY; 1 sl.all gladly give way to Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin. 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The HonTde ('hief Minister has 
made a statement, which I think is definitely unfair to tlie old (iovern- 
ment. Actually instead of being negligeiit and not taking tlje matter 
seriously, the old (lovernment was the only (iovernnient which took 
the mutter very seriously. (The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FazLrL Hi'u: 
I agree.) As far as the (alcutta ('orj)oration was concerned it was 
they who refused to belicAO in the possibility of air raids over ('alcutta. 
I refer the members of the House to the re})orts of their meetings and 
resolutions and what the nationalist papers said about this matter. 
Actually as far as the A. R. P. and the ( ivil Defence are concerned, 
tho Government of Bengal was even more ])ressing and even more 
anxious about them than the Government of India. In view of the 
difficulties of not receiving any resj)onse from the citizens of C'alcutta, 
and particularly, Sir, from the members of the party who are now co- 
operating with Government, who were in the ■Gori)oration and who 
refused to believe in the possibilities of air raid, (he organisation that 
was set up cannot be criticised, I submit that at the present moment, 
in view of the imminence of danger, the attitude of the honourable 
members on the opposite side may have changed but six months ago 
they sang a different tune. It is not fair therefore on the part of the 
prevsenl Government to come amt criticize the action of the old Govern- 
ment for the organisation that was set up by them, specially in view 
of the fact that the ('orporation of ('alcutta deliberately refu.sed to 
co-operate with us at that time. So far as the officers wdio were 
appointed are concerned, 1 think we had confidence in the ability of 
those officers to dt) their work under the circumstances in which they 
were to be placed. Now\ Sir, as regards this offer of a joint discussion 
proposed by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, if a formal invitation is 
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issued to us, it may be considered and we will consider also the point 
that it is no use placing the excuse of an emergency on our shoulders 
and at the same time carrying on repression on members of our party, 
especially Muslim League workers. Parliamentary work is being 
absolutely stopped and is being obstructed. As tar as this important 
question of life and safety of the people of thi^ province is concerned, 
we have not put any ol)struction whatsoever in any wa> and we are 
not prepared to do so; but, if necessar\ , we also recognise that the 
Muslim League and tlie Congress organisation shoiild form volunteer 
corps which should assist in the C ivil IX^fence and A. IC P. work to a 
large extent, and on this point we are agreed (»n tht' view that has been 
expressed by the official and recognised Conoicss (iroiip. If an invita- 
tion is sent to us in a proper manner, we art‘ jirepartsl to consi<ler it. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Sir, I am sorry tliat so much heat 
has been generated on a matter which is so very important and vital 
to us all. AVe wish to have a full explanation fnun the llon’hle 
Minister. I would theiefore request >ou, Sir, to sto]) this debate that 
you have allow’cd, for we are onl\ getting entagled more and more 
into matters which are not relevant to the real issue. As regards 
Dr. Sanyal’s reniaik, I was not able to hear it (d<*arly. It w’as really 
meant to be a criticism of the luesent constitutional position: but 
wdiatever it wuis, it was mainly a comment on the jiresent constitution 
under the Government of India Act. It was not, so fur us 1 under- 
stand it, a reflection on any jiarticular AliniNtiu-. In that vi(‘w of 
things, if >ou agree, I would retpK'st \ou to drop the mat h r altogethiT: 
of course, whether it sliould be drojqied oi not entirely dejiends mi you, 
Sir. (“No, no’’, from the (ioMU nmenl Penelies ) Thi'iefore it is no 
use asking me not to put loiward m> views about it At the same* time, 
Sir, I would like > oil to allow tiie Hon'ldi* Mmisier to j>roceed with 
his explanation because this is a V(*ry important matter, \\ e want to 
co-operate in the matter oi jirotection of the ci\i1 ])opulation of Cal- 
cutta to the fullest jiossjble e.xtent and at the saim* time we want our 
organisation to work independently of the Government oiganisatioii. 
I hope the Hori’blt* Minister will jiauh)!! me if 1 sa,\ that his explana- 
tion w^as a little vagiu* 1 wimld lik(* the Ifon hh* AI mister to nmke 
it perfectly clear to us as fo whether tlie jiresent organisation (d mirs 
will be allowed to co-operate in A. U. P. work with the g«»venimenfal 
organisation, keeping our organi.sation independent, imbqKmdent of the 
Government organisation. I would request you and the House to 
consider that important point instead of wa.sting our time in tliese. 
recriminations. 


Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the 
European Party may I be permitted to say that it seems to us that this 
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is not the time, when we are apprehending air-raids or the possibility 
of air-raids, to indulge in mutual recriminations and in investigations 
“ as to what has or has not taken place in the past. The Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister has made an appeal to the leaders of the different parties 
to get together and get something done, and this, I submit, requires 
serious consideration at the present moment. It is not the past that 
matters but action for the present and for the future is urgently called 
for. On behalf of the European Party, Sir, I welcome the Chief 
Minister’s appeal and we will be only too happy to co-operate. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, Mr. Hendry and his group have 
not understood our position 

Mr. SPEAKER: I regret I cannot allow you to take part in this 
debate. I will allow the leaders of the parties but certainly I cannot 
allow the matter to be debated upon. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I want to make an appeal to the 
Chief Miriisler, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; I cannot allow that. Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu. 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: If you allow me io 
resume the debate, 1 shall first of all refer to the invitation which the 
Leader of the Congress Party has extended to me for the purpose of 
elaborating the point of view that I was trying to elaborate w'hen all 
these interruptions took place; I welcome this query because it gives 
me an opportunity of making our position clear with regard to this 
very important question that has been raised. What I was trying to 
develop is that ever since this new’ portfolio of Civil Defence w’as 
created and placed in my charge, I have been trying to investigate the 
possibility of associating these great public organisations of our 
country w’ith the work of Civil Defence of Calcutta and of the province 
and I have been looking into the matter very closely, and with the 
limited intelligence vouchsafed to me I have come to the conclusion 
so far, subject to any correction that may be made, that it is not 
possible for voluntary organisation|, purely from the point of view of 
the work to be done 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That is the point we wanted to know 
so long 

(At this stage there were loud cries from the Opposition Benches 
as w’ell as counter-cries from the other side.) 
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Mr* SPEAKERS Order, please. Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu. 

(When the Hon’ble Mr. Saiitosh Kumar Basu 'was in possession of 
the House and was speaking, there wavS a tremendous noise in the 
House.) 

Mfi FAZLUR RAHMAN S AVill you, Mr. Speaker, allow me to 
say a few words in this connection? 

The Hon’ble Mr^ 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8Us Stop shouting, 
please. 

Mti FAZLUR RAHMAN: T have a right to speak and I must. 
Will you kindly allow me to sa^ a few words, Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Fazlur Rahman, J tind that tlie Lemler of 
the Opposition is very rarefuily listening to the si)eech of the llon‘l)Ie 
^Minister and I will he prej)ared to gi\e him an ()i)portunity later on, 
should he like to say an\ thing. But I app<‘al to you and to the House 
to allow this debate to go on without inteiTUj)tion . 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 lise to a point of order, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What is >our point ot ord(‘r? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, my point of order is this. I sub- 
mit that the IJon'ble Minister uas not in order wlien he shouted “stoj) 
shouting”, addressing an honourable member belonging to this side 
direct. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: What I was going 
to suggest, Sir, was that I was not going to give in to any sort of 
interruptions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 liave all along Tiaid that it is most undesiiable 
that anybody in this Hou.se, be he a Minister or a member, should make 
any direct reference whatever using an> word of ejaculation or inter- 
jection. * 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am thankful to 
you, Sir; for this warning which T hope will go home to (he (luarters 
for which it was meant. What I was sugge^-ting is that, so far as I 
have been able to study purely from the technical pm'nt of view of 
A. R. P. work, it is not possible for parallel or.ganisations to run side 
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by side without any unified controL If that point of viftw is wrong, 
I shall be most hapfiy to revise that point of view provided I am con- 
vinced that from the point of view of essential work of saving the popu- 
lation of the city at the time of an air-raid, it is possible for parallel 
organisations to function properly side by side 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: For saving the people ! 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes, it is for 
saving the people and not for killing them! 

If I am convinced by my friends in this House or outside that it is 
possible, I shall be most ha])py, as I have said, to revise the method 
which has so far been adopted and to invite parallel organisations to 
work side ])y side in the matter of fighting against the ravages of the 
bomb. That is a consummation which is devoutly to be wished for. 
Organisations are coming forward to help us in any rapacity that they 
think proper and convenient to them, provided it does not interfere 
with the essential work of saving human life and property. But that 
is the point of view which has so far been adopted and which hoMs 
the field now. There are other fields of work to which these organisa- 
tions will be invited to work and operale even as organisations without 
joining any (lovernment organisalion at all. That is an invitation 
which stands now and which will continue to stand. 

So far as the work of street fire parties is concerned, I have already 
decided and I have already invited — if it has not been done jiublicly, 
at least intormally — that the work of fighting fire in different houses 
and buildings may be entrusted to non-otticial agencies without the 
obligation on tlieir ])art to join any official organisation. Here is a 
class of work to which Dr. Sanyal and his trnuids may \cry gladly 
come and join. There are the questions of relief after an air-raid, 
relief to people who are moving out of the city in panic, the question 

of regulating the crowd and tlie question of giving relief 

to them. Kven at the ])resent moment the work of render- 
ing relief to the evacuees . who are pouring into this province 

has already been entrusted to non-official organisation. There- 
fore, most of the work which ircan be done without in any 

way interfering with technical retjuirements of A. 11. P. and Civil 
Defence work can be entrusted, has been entrusted and will be entrust- 
ed to non-official organisations as such. I know very well that Dr. 
Sanyal was very generous in coming forward and offering me his 
assistance in civil defence work at a very early stage. My friend 
Dr. Sanyal has made a reference to it. At that time he gave me a 
scheme in which he visualised himself as the Transportation Adviser 
to the Civil Defence Department, of course in an honorary capacity. 
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At that poin^of time, I could not very well utilise his services so 
generously offered. I do not know whether the mfinbers of his party 
were with him in the request which he made. I am not quite .«pre. 
Probably he was not supported by the other members of his party who 
also did me the honour of goin^ and interviewing^ me along with him. 
The} conferred with me and gave me the assistance of their advice. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: In response to your invita- 
tion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes, my friend 

reminds me that I invited them. That credit is given to me so 
generous!} h} Mr. J. ( . (iupta. I myself invited these gentlemen to 
come and discuss r>r. Sanyars scheme with me. At that stage 
Dr. Sanyal very generousl\ offered his services. I could not at that 
moment fit him in with the .scheme that was then in existence. Hut 
probably when the large crowds move out of (’alcutta and the question 
of trans})ortation ari.ses, a gentleman of Dr. SanNaTs standing, 
experience and knowledge in matters of transport may help us in solv- 
ing our transportation problem. I know that ver\ well and the time 
is not yet when his services can be definitely and effect ivel> eliminated 
from our scheme. There are also others, I know, in the (‘ongress 
circles who are given to relief work, who have faced dangers, who have 
stood risk.s in the mutter ol. lor inslama*, eartlnjuake reliei, flood 
relief and relief of iieojde gathering ami congregating in times of fairs 
and bathing festivals. They can stand the strain, the} can face the 
risk and tliat is the kind ol stuff' we want for the jmrpose of manning 
our A. R. P, services. But as 1 have submitted with the utmost 
humility before the Hou.se it must fit in with the scheme of es.sential 
]>rotection of the city against the ravages of bombs. So long as that 
is safeguarded, I am prepared to bring them even within the A. R. P. 
organisation, jirovided that is found possible from the technical point 
of view. There are various difficulties in the way. The reporting will 
have to be done through telephones which will be discrmnected. One 
single commander there must be to fight the enemy when actually 
engaged in a battle raging in the air. And from that point of view 
if it is possible, as I have said, I shall consider the (juestion. The 
Hon’ble the Leader of the Hou.se has thrown out this invitation which 
bas been accepted more or less by the different leaders. I hope that it 
will materialise and I shall be given that assistance which I am craving 
at your hands not in a spirit of flippancy, not in a spirit of defiance 
but in a ^spirit of utmost humility. Remembering all that Mr. Talan 
has said that the whole province wdll blame this Minister if our 
arrangements collapse, 1 hope and trust that the House will save us 
from ^uch a calamity in a spirit of friendliness, in a spirit of perfect 
28 
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understanding and not in the spirit in which we are disposed to carry 
on the business of this House as Opposition and as Government. I 
hope this appeal which I am making will be taken in the spirit in which 
it has been made. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I put one question of a 
specific character? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, please. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinakslia Sanyal that the demand of 
Its. 70, 2d, 0(10 under the head “Extraordinary Charges” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. I. D. Jalan that the demand of Rs. 70,23,000 
under the head “Extraordinary Charges in India” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 WHS then ])ut and lost. 

fUr. 8PEAKER; The question before the House is the main 
demand 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, before you put the main 
demand, will you please allow me to put one small question of 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I consider that this is a matter of vital importance. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I do not like to interrupt. 
There will be no heat. It is a small question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 know. I have experience of such simplest 
questions in my life. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, please allow me. I said the 
matter is so important, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is exactly what I ajn saying. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you are obstructing the proceedings 
of the House. Let me finish. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I crave your indulgence. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Th© matter is of such importance and specially 
in view of the many points that have been raised, I feel that it cannot 
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be settled by mere discussion like this across. If it is the desire of 
the Hoube, 1 think the matter should be discussed threadbare amongst 
the members, preferably before amongst the leaders. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. The 
Hon’ble Minister was prepared to give his statement regarding the 
position that (iovernment have taken and jou appealed to us not to 
interrupt him by any question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y on have no right to do it. 

Dr. NALIN-AKSHA 8ANYAL: We aetually accepted the posi- 
tion. You also at the vsame time gave us an indication that if any 
question comes uj). you will give an opportunity. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I say if it is \our desire then I will ask you to 
communicate with your Leader and if he is satisfied that the (luestioii 
^lould be put, let him put it. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Has the Secretary brought 
the report of the words used ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will just look into that. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Sir, this is a question relating to 
the refugees and a formal letter was addres.sed to the Government by 
the Mai’wari Relief Societs . I do not think it will generate any heat. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There i.s no question of heat. You know my 
position. At whatever stage it may be, if a Tieader of a party wants 
a matter to be thrashed out, whether it is relevant and whether it 
strictly arises or not, I have permitted him to do so. I would, there- 
fore, ask you to look intathe question if you like, but I will not allow 
Dr. Sanyal to put it. (Laughter.) You have got to be satisfied with 
that. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: May 1 rise on a point of order, 
Sir? Does the t'hair posse.ss the power to stop a member of this House 
from his privilege to speak and draw attention to any points before 
the House? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If it is within rules we cannot do so. But now 
the debate has been closed on this issue and .so nobody has a right to 
refer to it unless I specially permit him to (]o so. Ordinarily, T would 
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Lave no objection but the fact is that Dr. Sanyal has given expression 
to a terra which is still before the House. That question has to be 
settled first of all. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I shall speak on that. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, ray point of order was 
raised with a view that individual members should not be put under 
the absolutely crushing powers of these leaders. (Laughter.) 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Sir, will you kindly allow Dr. Sanyal 
to put that question? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. I now will. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, ray question is simple. The 
Hon’ble Minister has said that, so far as he is concerned, he w’elcomas 
the co-operation of non-official organisations. I have a specific instance 
in which the Marwari Relief Society as well as the Bengal Provincial 
Congress Comniitiee arranged 1o send volunteers to meet the refugees 
from Burma at Balm Ghat and on the requisition they wrote to the 
Port Police to enable them to work there. The Deputy Commissioner, 
Port Police, wrote back to say in a letter, dated the 12th, that they 
have to put themselves in touch with H. Wallace, Esq., Honorary 
Secretary, II is Excellency’s Reception Committee, of Messrs. Duncan 
Brothers, 1(11, ('live Street, and that without the sanction or approval 
of this Committee the Port Police could not allow the non-official 
organisations to function. May I ask the Hon'ble Minister whether 
that is what is called co-ordination? 

The Hon’bto Mr. 8ANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, I am thankful 
to Dr. Sanyal for bringing this matter to my notice. At the present 
moment a certain organisation has been set up and they have been 
given not the power but the duty of carrying on the reception of the 
refugees at the proper places. If any other organisation comes forward 
to assist in the matter they can either give all assistance, or if they 
say that such assistance is not possible without the revision of the 
present arrangement, that also will be taken into consideration. But 
it is for the first time that I hear of this complaint, and I shall certainly 
look into it and see what can be done. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu that a sum of 
Rs. 70,23,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “63 — Extra- 
ordinary Charges in India” during the current year was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Expraesion used by Or. Nalinaksha Sanyai. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I have now seen a report of what actually took 
place, and I conside r tlie expression used by Dr. Sanyal as unparlia* 
men tarj ^ I ^o uld^regirpsl Hittn to wi t hd r aw it : ^ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I romomber the words used. 
I said * *Min^ters are^ ervants of the Commis.sioner of Pcd u^c^ * , I did 
not want touse these words eitlier to disturb the House or to n^flect on 
the conduct of any particular Minister. The whole trend of rny state- 
ment was that Ministers under the present (h)nstitution art* themselves 
helpless. If my friend Mr. Santosh Kumar Hasu thinks that the 
present Constitution is quite .satisfactory to him, that he has enough 
powers, that he can, although he is technically a mere adviser to the 
executive head of Government, carry things through and can do things 
on his own responsibility, though he cannot give a guarunt<»e to the 
House to keep Mr. Sarat Chandra Bo.se in this province for even half 
an hour, then I shall most gladly withdraw it. I only submitted the 
constitutional position. There was no reflection against any individual 
Minister. 


SPEAKER: T am not satisfied that Dr. Sanyal’s explanation 
is satisfactory. The whole position is this. By constitution, by 
convention and by all that we have in spite of the constitution, this 
House is the ultimate authority to discuss matU^rs relating to Ministers 
and they are in every .sen.se of the term re.sponsible to this House to the 
extent that whatever responsibility they have they have to accept the 
decision of this House. I can therefore understand Mr. Basu when he 
says that the A. R. P. is under Government which is the .servant of 
this Hou.se. But to say as against that the Ministers or Government, 
while they are servants of this Hou.se under the new constitution, are 
also servants of the Comrni.ssioner of Ihilice is a stat^unent which I con- 
sider to be against the privilege which this House has got. 1 may be 
wrong. But as I say, it is not a parliamentary expres.sion. 1 have 
given Dr. Sanyal every opportunity to withdraw the expression in view 
of the fact that in the heat of the moment Dr. Sanyal might have 
brought in the Comrni.ssioner of Police. Dr. SanyapH statement 
seems on the surface to be a breach of privilege of the House itself. I 
will give him one more opportunity to withdraw the expression; other- 
wise I shall hate no other alternative but to take steps. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, may I draw your attention to 
the fact that I used the word “Ministers" in the plural and not a 
Minister or a particular Minister? I had the constitutional point in . 
vieTfT. I never missed my point. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am glad that Dr. Sanyal never misses liis bus. 
But this is not a point in which I can exercise my authority as Speaker 
and make liim withdraw the expression if he does not want to do so. I 
consider that it goes to the root of the question, viz., the exact position 
of the Ministry vis-a-vis, servants of Government. I have no other 
alternative but to refer the whole matter to the Committee of Privileges. 

28— Jails and Convict Settlements. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on tlie recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor,' I beg to move that a sum of 
Es. 8, 7?}, 000 be granted for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and 
Convict Settlements” during the current year. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Es. 8,73,000 under the head “28 — Jails and Convict S<Mtlements” 
be reduced by Es, 100. 

Speaker I Jail and Convict Settlements 

or Pftft of 

TO" fror 

I or , 

c*r or ^ 'dHOT i 

'3 mm i 

c5/^'5ft^ mm cm:^ wf to i or^ 

c^twm i o\^ ^ i 

C5rc^ c^ir3 

ofz^ or 
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or or 's 

'Q TOt ^ I 'ilt — TO 
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^ wfir f ^5t?i (71? (TfiTf j<t C5r?r — 
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Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Whr. i. (he Minisf.T in diar^M^, Sir— 
Gie Hon’ble Kli.in IJaliadur Hashciii Ali Khan, tin* lion’})!** Mr. Hpen- 
tlra Natli liarinan (ir any ntlior Mini.stcr--l() liHten to iiiis lu^autiful 
^lH*^‘(•ll y 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble rhiof Minister. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: M hen is he, Sir? 

% 

Mr. SPEAKER: He is here 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY : ^ =TiTra C«|5i5mmr 4? 

.TOiflii ^’tT fir ra ’JTt'Wi 3(iai cwrsT ^ri fifTao^a 
:5ftn ^TYi? 4^ Houueil 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; On a point of privilege, Sir. Is it 
the privilege of the House to demand that the Minister in charge will 
remain in his seat at the time of the debate? M^ill you please see to 
it that the privilege of the House is maintained ? After all it is in your 
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Lands. Are you going to permit the Hon’ble Chief Minister to go 
wandering about talking to his followers — Heaven knows what he is 
talking about — wholly unmindful of the debate? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Will you be pleased to post- 
pone the debate until the Ministers are in their proper places? • 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY : RsiW? 

C'K^, CBfJMPtl 'SI JIlY I 
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Mft Hi 8i 8UHRAWARDY: In supporting this motion I do so as 
a protest against the manner in which the Jails Department is being 
administered. I charge the Government with utilising the purse for 
the purpose of supporting the spirit of the new era. The spirit behind 
the new era has been demonstrated to-day by no less a i^erson than the 
Hon'ble Minister for Education himself when he said that new orders 
have been passed under which meml)ers of the Muslim League party 
have been eliminated from the Advisory Committi^es for the appoint- 
ment of marriage registrars. Sir, when we were in power we included 
all Muslim members within a particular urea and made them members 
of the Advi.sorv Committee, irresj)ective of the party to which they 
belonged. We made no discrimination w}iats(H*ver between members 
of the Opposition or meml»cr.s of the Ministerialist party. The new' era 
therefore 

Mr. SPEAKER • 1 am .sorry, Mr. Suhrawardy, to interrupt you. 

The point \ou are develojdng is quite irrelevant to the subject matter 
•under di.scussion. 

Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am just coming to the dail Depart- 
ment, Sir. 

The .spirit beliind the new era is a spirit of revengefulne.ss and 
vindictiveness and it is this spirit which is pervading the dail 
administration. I call the attention of the (’hief Minister to what took 
place at Bari.sal when he visited his homeland 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Suh rawardy, what has that got to do with 
the demand under di.scus.sion ? I am sf)rry, Mr. Suhruwardy, you know 
very w'ell that that matter you can well discuss wlien the main Jail 
demand comes up. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Sir, as this question involves a consti- 
tutional po.sition .so far as the right of criticism of tlie Opposition is 
concerned, I should like a clarification from you. Sir, on this point. 
Though the past Ministry may be responsible for this expenditure, the 
demamls have been brought in by the pre.sent Government and by cut 
motions only the Opposition will have an ojiportunity to discuss the 
policy of the present Government on those matters. It does not 
matter 

Mr.. 8PEAKER: Yes, you can raise a dircussion on this particular 
grant. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Whether the expenditure relates to the 
past Government or to the present Government I believe it is open to 
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th« Opposition to raise a discussion about the policy of theTjovemment 
on this grant. That is, I believe, the constitutional position. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can certainly criticise the policy of the 
present Government only so far as it relates to the supplementary 
demand now under discussion. 

Mr. M. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, the old Ministry is not 
responsible for the entire grant. 

Well, Sir, in view of your ruling 1 shall not pursue the inatier 
further. I shall avail in>self of an opportunity when the main Jails 
budget will come up. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SiDDIQI: In view of your ruling, Sir, 
I ask wlial should Ik* (he function of the Opposition about tliese cut 
motions? 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am now dealing with a particular supplementary 
demand relating to the .Tails Department and only the relevant issue 
and the })rincij)le behind this j)articular grant should be brought in and 
not fling more than that. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Spe aker. Sir, 1 must apologise 
to the House and to \ou, for fiaving become garrulous in my old age 

(several voices from the Progressive Poalition party: “Who says 

you are old?”, “You are still going young!”) but 1 promise not to 
take more than two minutes of the j)recious time of this House. 

Sir, 1 beg to support this motion and in supporting it I wish to place 
certain facts before the House, especially before the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of tliis Department. The treatment towards prisoners in 
jails, especially with regard to clotfiing and bedding, has been scan- 
daloiis. On the 22nd of this month at 2 p.m., lOo security prisoners 
were brought from Hijii for transfer to the Dacca Jail. They arrived 
here in Oulcuttu but it was found impossible to catch the Dacca Mail. 
For three or four hours these 105 prisoners were kept confined within a 
van at the Sealdah Station but no arrangement was made either for 
their food or for their rest. One of the prisoners fainted away in the 
van 


Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It was a black hole! 

Mr. KIRAN 8INKAR ROY: It was worse than a black hole! 

As I was saying, Sir, thej* bad no bedding and even the}’ had no 
water to drink 
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Mr. SPEAKER : You are coiioeruetl only with bedding and not 
water! (Laughter.) 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: As I have said, Sir, one of them 
fainted away. Tliis is tlie state of things in tlie jail. Then, one of the 
prisoner.s, Srijut Satish Chandra Chakravarty, President of the Khulna 
District Congress Committee, who has one of his lt»gs paralysed, was 
praetieally dragged from the van to the railway rom])artment. Sir, I 
do not know whether these fact> are known to the ('hief Minister. 1 
hope he will take a note of these facts. I do not ])retend that my 
statements are accurate on <‘very point hut suhstantially they are 
correct. I hope that these incidents will not recur under the present 
regime. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: lh‘fore 1 r<‘plv generally 
to this debate 1 wish to say a fe\\ words regarding some remarks of 
iny triend, Mr. SuliiaMunl). Misstatements ar(‘ ]>ermissihle in news- 
pgjHT rt‘j)ort.s hul it is regret table if a inemlxu' who till recently held 
tin* })o.sition (»f a iiNMiihei c»f the Cabinet of Pengiil should make state- 
ments legurdiug matters which are not true. It is not true that tlii.s 
Cioverninent hav(‘ been d<*lilM‘ralel\ e.xcitiding nietnbers of tljc ()pf)osi- 
tion irom (’ommit t(‘('s lor tht* apjminlment of marriage registrars. A.s 
reg'ards these* committee*-., it m\ friend car(‘.s to look into tlu‘ lists of 
nieniln'is for tlie distriels (d 'ri[))KTa and Dacca, lie will fiTul that the 
committees include inan> names of inemher.s who are now in the 
Opposition. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We induded them 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Not um, hut I did it : I 

was in charge. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 am Sony um are dealing with a matter wliieh 

is quite irrelevant . 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have only made a 
passing reference hecau‘-e this jiaitirular e\tran<*ous matter was 
brought in by Mr. Suhrawardr. 

Now, Sir, as regauls the motion il.self, I wish to tell this House 
that the rules reg^irding < l(»lhing and bedding of jirisoners have recently 
been revised and all fiossible amenities concerning (he physical ('orn- 
forts of tjiem have hecui provided but that i.s n'^t all. The que.stion of 
these amenities is .still engaging our attention. The old Jail Code 
requires thorough overhauling and it is the inteotion of (he Oovem- 
ment to make necessary changes in the Jail Code as early as possible. 
So loOg as the Jail Code is not revised and permission is not given to 
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Government to intervene it is not possible for us, even though we feel 
the utmost sympathy for the conditions of prison life, to do anything 
substantial. Sir, expenditure on this account has largely increased due 
to increase in jail population and rise in cost. I can give the House 
this assurance that although a certain amount of discipline has always 
got to be maintained in jail and certain rules and regulations have to 
be laid down, this (joveniment will not be unmindful of their duties 
to see that their prisoners are treated w'ith every possible consideration. 

The remarks that have been made by my friend Mr. Kiran Sankar 
Roy have be<'n of great help to me and I undertake, in collaboration 
with friends both on this side of the House and in the Opposition, to 
do all that is possible to be done to remove the genuine grievances. As 
a matter of fact we are receiving complaints and enquiries are being 
made and in the light of o]>ini(»n that we receive and the materials 
that are forthcoming we propose to undertake revision of the Tail Code. 
As soon as that is done I hojK? we will be able to give further relief 
to these jail prisoners. 

Sir, I have to oppose this motion. 

The motion of Mr. Kamal Krishna Roy that the demand of 
Rs. 8, 7d, ()()() under the head “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements’' be 
reduced by Rs. 100 w^as then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq that a sum 
of Rs. 8,7d,000 be granted for exynuiditure under the head “28 — .Tails 
and (vonvict Settlements” during the current year, was then put and 
agreed to. 


7 — Land Revenue. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, on th« 
recommendation of the* (lovernor I beg to move that the Legislative 
Assembly do vote the demand of Rs. d,2'">,000 under the head “7 — Land 
Revenue — Sup])lementarv Kstimate“. 

Sir, there has been this excess expenditure and the explanatory 
memorandum on pagi‘s 2 and 3 will in brief give you the reasons for 
the demand which is now being put forward by me on behalf of the 
Governor of Bengal. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITIS Mr. Speaker,* Sir, 1 beg leave 
of you to move that the demand of Rs. 31,000 under the head “7 — Land 
Revenue — B — Management of Government Estates” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. 

Mr. Speaker, ^ : . tjUPf ^ ^ 

Tft I tplTT Provincial Autonomy^ 
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^ Bengal Tanancy Act %m ^ rtlT 

certificate tpifl ’rto frorffC^R; isrirtfir plr*t 4?^• 

member fesf ?Ft5^ C^fT^ certificate 

g-<^ — ^ - ^flWr^T % — suspend ^ I 

certification suspended sftCT I ?Ft?C*ft C?Ft^, 

(officer) ^afftr^rtT^Rr certificate 

tT’^n ^ I o3^vn tot 

5t^ I f%f^ OT ?r^ 

c^ Sta c^i 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am .sorrv, Mr. Maiti, your inolioii is not in 
order. You .see the reason for (his particular demand is that certificate 
procedure has lieen withdrawn necessitatinjjf extra staff. If it has not 
been withdrawn in any particular place, that will come under the dis- 
cussion on general Budget. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, it has not been with- 
drawn in ^lidnajiore ; so there was no necessity for extra expenditure 
for staff. In that sen.se it i.s in order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 submit, Sir, that the Hoirble 
Minister has claimed scmie additional amount and the ground ^iven 
is that certificate jirocedure has been withdrawn. But we know that 
the ^^round is not justifiable in certain areas where (“ertificate procedure 
has not been withdrawn. The demand is not at least justified to that 
extent and may be reduced, becaiuse in one area the certificate proce- 
dure has not been withdrawn, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not stand in tlo^ way of expressin^r your 
opinion but the position is this. Because it is not withdrawn from 
Midnapore, therefore the question of extra stuff’ in Midnapore does not 
arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is exactly the point. There 
are still places, such as Midnapore, where the certificate procedure is 
still continuinj^ and therefore there is no justification of this demand. 

The cut motion has therefore l)een made for Rs. 100 only. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKERS That does not mean that because Midnapore has 
not been brought in, the question of staff does not come in. 


Mtulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHAl Sit, I beg to move my motion. ' 
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Mr. SPEAKER! Your motion is not in order. It will come at 
the time of general discussion of the Budget. 

Kir. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Sir, our difficulty , is this. 
Each party has various motions hut diooses certain motions to be 
pressed finally. If your department thought that my motion was not 
•in order it ought to have stated earlier. In that case we could have 
pressed for some other motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then tlie House should liave given one month's 
time and the full staff. I will not wonder if the whole business of the 
Assembly comes to u standstill for want of proper staff. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. d,i^5,(K)0 under the head “Land Revenue — Account 
No. 7 — (hant No. '2 (Suppleiiientar\ be reduced by Rs. 1(K). 

Sir, if you look into the note of this Supplementary Demand you 
W'ill find that the inciease is due to the fact that the Lands Emiuiry 
Committee, the Gratuity Committee and the Rent Enquiry (\)mmittee 
which were expected to conclude their deliberations last year did not 
succeed in doing so and some charges have been throw?) on the current 
year’s Budget as a result of their activities being prolonged over the 
year end. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, by mo\ing this motion I want to elicit some 
information froni the Hon’ble Minister in ehaige ot Land Revenue. 
I want to know when the Lands Enquiry Committee, the Gratuity 
Committee and the Kent Enquiry Committee were constituted. I 
further want to know the scope of these enquiry committees and also 
how many members constituted each committee, how many sittings 
there were and when these committees submitted their reports. I 
tried to have a copy of the reports of these enijuiry committees from 
the Bengal Government l*ress, but I was told that these committees 
had not by that time submitted their reports. I, therefore, want to 
know if they have submitted their reports and if so, when. I also 
want to know what amount of expenditure has been incurred for these 
committees. I am quite sure, Mr. Speaker, that Government never 
expect nor they will ever be in a position to give effect to the 
recommendations of these committees. I want to have all this informa- 
tion, because they will speak for themselves and, I am sure, they are 
absolutely worthless. 

I hope the Hon’ble Minister will supply me with the information 
stated above. AVith these words I move the motion that stands in my 


« name. 
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The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANENJEE: Sir, I shall 

first of all reply to the tut motion which has been moved by my 
honourable friend Mr. Xikunju llehari Maiti. Is it out of order, 
Mr. Speaker? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes; hut you may give your reply to the same. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So fur as the 

point raised by Mr. Maiti is eoiuenied, (Tovernmeiit in lf)d8 ordere<l 
that the filing of fresh eertificates for the realisation (»f rent in 
(jo\ eminent and (\)urt of Ward Estates should he suspended for two 
}ears with effect from J4th April, 19*18. The matter was again 
examined in April, that i.s, after the expiration of two years 

from the date of the order and it was decided that the suspension order 
sluuild h(' ext<Mided foi a further period of two years with effect from 
the 14th April, 1940, suhject to the pitniso that it wouhl he reintro- 
duced in ureas where tenants asked for it and in areas where certain 
difficulties were not jire.sent. Pursuant to the revised order, possibly 
ifi the (!U.se of (’ontai Khas Mahal area, certificate procedure w'uh 
introduced. Hut the point has been raised by my friend Mr. Maiti 
and I shall look into the matter. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the (juestion raised by my honourable 
and esteemed friend Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dattu, he w’anted to know' 
certain inifKirtant {Kiints. He raised di.scussion aliout the futility of 
the Lands Einjuirv ('ommittee, the (rratuity (Vimmittee and the Kent 
Enquiry Committee and the time taken by these cominittoea in 
submitting reports. 

Sir, the Non-agricultural Lands Enquiry (Committee has already 
submitted its report and the report is under consideration of this 
Government. A draft Hill wa.s also prepared in order to enact a 
comprehensive piece of legislation to give better right to non- 
agricultural tenants of the province. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Would it be introduced this 
year? 

The Hon’ble Mr, PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; This Hill 
will be introduced as early as possible, but possibly not this session. 
Mr. Datta .should realise that we are living in very abnormal times. 
The Rent Enqu^^y Committee was appointed in August, 19*38. The 
notification appeared on the 29th July, 19*38, in the local Official 
Gazette. The notification is to the following effect: — 

The Government is pleased to appoint a Committee compo^^ed of 
the undermentioned gentlemen to enquire into the incidence of rent in 
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the province and also into the existing law regarding reduction of 
rent and to make recommendations in the matter in due course : — 

(1) Member, Board of Revenue, Bengal, Chairman, Ex-officio, 

The names of the members were — 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmed, 

(4) Maulvi Abdul Bari, 

(5) Mr. Md. Abdul Jabbar Palwan, 

(6) Maulvi Mafizuddin Chowdhury, 

(7) Maulvi Aftabuddin Joardar, 

(8) Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmad, 

(9) Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan, 

(10) Mr. TTpendranath Edbar, 

(11) Mr. Patiram Roy, 

(12) Mr. J. N. Basu, 

(13) Maliarajadhiraj TTday (’hand Mahtab (then Maharajkumar), 

(14) Mr. Haripada Chattoj)adhyaya, 

(15) Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas, 

(10) Rai Hareiidra Nath Chaudhuri, 

(17) Mr. G. Morgan, 

(18) Director of Land Records, 

and another ex-officio gentleman who was to have acted as Secretary 
to the Committee. 

The name of Mr. Fazlur Rahman was subsequently added. 

The Rent Enquiry Committee was appointed in August, 1938, to 
enquire into the incidence of rent of the Provin(‘.e and also into the 
existing law regarding reduction of rent and to make recommendations 
in the matter. The Committee has not yet submitted its report to 
Government. The delay in submitting the report is due to the fact 
that the (Committee was obliged to visit different localities to study 
local conditions in order to enable it to complete its labour and 
present its final report. Sir, I cannot agree that the labours of this 
Committee have been absolutely futile. Government have drafted a 
legislative measure on the recommendations of the Non-agricultural 
Committee and are certain that they will be benefited by the recom- 
mendations of the Rent Enquiry Committee in formulating a measure 
for the reduction of rent. Sir, I oppose the motion. 
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The motiqp of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Es. 3,25,000 under the head “Land Revenue — Account No. 7 — Grant 
No. 2 (Supplementary)’’ be reduced by R^. 100, was then put and lost. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: May I submit a few words, 
Mr. Speaker, to show that my motion is relevant? On page 3 of the 
estimate we find “Survey, Settlement and Record operations. The 
increase is due partly to the fa(‘t that the ori^^inal estimates were drawn 
up on too conservative a liasis and partly to unforeseen complications 
which have arisen in course of the operations”. At page 21) we find 
the following headings, viz., “Survey, settlement and record operations 
— Major settlement operations — Pay of establishment — Field establish- 
ment — Executive Subordinates (voted') — Allowances honoraria, etc. — 
Compensation for dearness of food (voted), etc.” All these things in 
connection with the settlement operations are going on in the districts 
of Faridpur and Bakarganj. Page 2 of the Estimate also indicates the 
expenditure in connection with those operations. So, Sir, my motion 
is relevant. I shall make definite suggestions in which way there has 
b*een inordinate haste in recording and hearing <*ase8. I may therefore 
be permitted to move my motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am very sorry to say that I do not agree with 
you. I have considered the matter very carefully and I think that a 
general discussion on this subject, viz., “Disputes and Objections and 
Cases of Corruption and JoblH*ry” is such a large matter that it cannot 
be confined to Faridpur only. It may be extended throughout the 
province. I hold that the motion is not in order. 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Mr. l^ramatha Nath Banerjee that a 
sum of Rs. 3,25,0(KJ be granted for expenditure under the head “7 — 
Land Revenue” during the current year was then put and agreed to. 


9— Stamps. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, on the 
recommendation of ITis Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 15,fX)0 be granted for expenditure under the head “D — 
Stamps” during the current year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


BusifMss before the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before 1 proceed further with the business on 
the agenda, I should like to explain to the House that Government 
liave given notice of the motion to coiwider the Bengal Touts Bill as 
29 
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* passed by the Council on the 5th of March. That will take only about 
10 minutes. Friday, the 6th, is a non-official day. I referred this 
matter to Government and they have agreed that so far as that Bill 
is concerned it may be taken on the 27th of March, on which day there 
is another Government Bill which has been passed by the Council. 
As regards the 6th, it has been arranged that Government will, after 
the Budget is over, allot another day in lieu thereof for non-official 
business. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May we submit, Sir, before you 
give your ruling 

Mr. SPEAKER; It is no ruling. There will be an extra non- 
official day after the budget is over instead of the non-official day next 
week. Now is the time of emergency and a large number of members 
are anxious to look to their own affairs. Instead of bringing them 
only for a short while on the bth, it is proposed that the House will be 
.adjourned till the 9th of March and instead of having non-offi(’ial 
business next Friday — not to-morrow — members will have an extra 
non-offichil day aft-er the budget. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; May I submit in this connection 
that we have had certain difficulty already felt due to the shutting out 
of the first non-official day, i.e., last Friday. We are afraid that this 
attempt at shunting off the non-official llesolutioiis day is largely due 
to the fact that as a result of the ballot a very important resolution of 
Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee has got precedence, viz., “This Assembly is 
of opinion that persons convicted or detained by order of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal under the Defence of India Act and Buies framed 
thereunder be immediately and unconditionally released”. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; May I intervene just for a second ? I took up 
the matter Muth Government only on the suggestion made to me from 
the Opposition. Please do not attribute motive to anybody so rashly. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. I stand here on the authority of 
the lieader of the Opposition who himself advised me not to have the 
non-official day shut out. 

Mr. Ktiwaja 8HAHABUDDIN. May I just explain? It is quite 
correct that the Leader of the Opposition does not w'ant a non-official 
day to be given up. But I had a talk with the Hon’ble Speaker and 
as he has just now explained the idea is this that instead of having a 
sitting on the 6th of March which is a non-official day for Besolutions, 
there will be a day allotted after the budget is over. 
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Or. NALINAKSHA tANYAL: There will be another non* 
•Acial day then. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This will be over and above that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: After the budget is passed, the 
House cannot meet. The House cannot possibly be detained for a non- 
official day after the budget is over. After the budget is over, the 
whole business will have finished. We at least of the C'ongress Group, 
even if my friends of the Muslim League are agreeable, shall not be a 
party to this postponement. We want to take the earliest opportunity 
of discussing the important resolution urging the release of persons 
convicted or detained by orders of the Government of Hengal imme- 
diately and unconditionally. We are not in a position to accept any 
postjK)nement of the discussion on such an imj)ortani resolution. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand your fortunate position. lUit 
members from Cliittagong are anxious tx) go back to l<x)k after 
t^eir own alfairs. There is th<‘ human pr(d)lein. If there is such an 
urgency — 1 <‘annot ^ay what will happen after the Ibth of March 
becau-^e 1 shall not be h(‘re~ it may be possible to have an afternoon 
session one-day bet^^een the !Hh and loth. There is no bar to that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: ('an that day be unnouncedF 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 shall try to fix a day for non-oflicial business 
between the bth and 15th in the afternoon as soon as possilde. 


IS— Other Taxes and Duties. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellemy the Governor, 1 beg to mc>ve that 
a sum of Rs. 2,30,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “13 — 
Other Taxes and Duties” during the current year. 

The motion w’as put and agreed to. 


2S— Police. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Wlio is going to move this demand? The Ilon’ble 
Chief Minister ie not here. 

Dr.. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We would like the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge to be present. 

T^ Hoh’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I^t me move, Sir. 
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Dr. MALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: How can he moTc unless he takes 
the responsibility P Am I to understand that he is functioninif as the 
Home Minister? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: You need not 
understand anything beyond this that I am moving this demand. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has the Minister in charge taken 
your leave? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yqs. 

(At this stage, the Hon’ble Chief Minister came in.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Here is the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister. .You said that he took your leave. 

Mr. SPEAKER. He took my leave and he hae come back. 1 
must say, Dr. Sanyal, you are behaving like a master of the house or 
something more than that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. We submit that you will please 
act according to the conventions and rules of the Assembly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You please see that you don’t break open the 
doors of the office with your umbrella ! 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. 1 also submit that you don’t shut 
the doors of the office against members. Please don’t hold the office 
within closed doors. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It will be done as before. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum of 
Its. 11,93,000 be gmnted for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” 
during the current year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


40— Agriculture. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI Khan (on behalf 
of the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): Sir, 
on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move 
that a sum of Its. 10,67,000 be granted for expenditure under the bead 
^*40 — ^Agriculture” during the current year. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I l>ej? to move that the demand 
of Rs. 10,67,000 under the head “Ajyriculture** be reduced by Ra. 100. 
Sir, I move this motion in onler to raise a discussion about the waste- 
ful and inefficient methods adopted in checking and licensing work and 
the unwise step taken by Government to permit an extensicm of jute 
cutlivation in the current year in proportion of 10 annas of 1009 cropped 
area instead of one-third as in the previous >ear. 

I do not propose to speak on tlu* motion as the objci't itselt is 
explanatory, and we want t«o pixxeed on to voting. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALl KHAN: Sir, 

the proportion of ten annas was tixed not by the pix'sent (lovernmeni 
but by the previous (io\ernment. I think the House is aware that the 
late Finance Minister 4ind the Agriculture Minister bad the pleasure 
of going to Dellii to iittend a conference there. As a result of discus- 
sion in that conicretice it was di'cided b\ the then (Tovernment that ten 
annas of the < ul(ivation (d‘ 19‘19 co»ibl be allowed. 1 feel 4ind feel very 
f4iy)ngly that in the sit\iation as it stands now there cannot be any 
demand, not to speak of ten annas, or five annas, or fotir annas for 
the coming year. As 1 have already siiid, it was not done by the present 
Government, and T do not know how far the prestmt Government C4in 
alter it, because without consulting tin* other provinces c-oncerned and 
without calling another conference for the purpose the j>osition cannot 
be changed. Rut I C4ni say this much that Government will C4irefully 
(xmsider the matter and it it lies within its pow’er it will cerbiinly 
change the pcicentag(‘. 

With tliese few words, Sir, I oppose tlie motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir. as regards this cut 
motion may I point out to the House tluit although this decision of ton 
aniuis proportion of cultivation w^as taken by the previous Governimuit 
it was done at a time when the circumstances w^erc far different from 
what tliey are at the present moment. Since it has hecoine necessary for 
us to reconsider the whole position now, we have Uiken up the mutter 
and are going thoroughly into it. There are techniwilities in the way 
which will take some time to get over, and in view of that 1 would 
request Dr. Sanval to give us .some time and not to carry this motion 
to a division. He may do it, if he still desire.s, at the time of voting 
on demands in the main Budget. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, in view of this assurance I do 
not want to press the motion to a division. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, the deci.slon should be 
taken immediately because sowing has already begun. 
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The motion of Dr. Nelinaksha Sanyal that the demand of 
Es. 10,67,000 under the head ' ‘Agriculture be reduced by Es. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon^ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hashem Ali Kluin 
that a sum of Es. 10,67,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“40 — Agriculture” during the current year, was then put and agreed 
to. 


4^lndu8trioe6 — Cinchona. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
on the recoinineii(lation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move 
that a sum of Rs. 08,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“43 — -Industries — Cinchona” during the current year. 

I may explain to the House that the whole of this Supplementary 
Grant is re(iuired under “Contingencies — Purchase of Stores, Imple- 
ments, etc. — Voted”. The increase is due firstly on account of build- 
ing up a reserve stock of chemicals and other materials at the (jovern- 
nient (Quinine Factory at Mungpm) against the apprehended shortage 
of such materials on account of the war .so that the running of the 
factory may l)e continued in the oiise of an actual emergency and 
secondly on ac(M)iini of the abnormal ri.se in the price of materials, tools 
and plants as a result of the war. Ciiudiona i.s a commodity of national 
importance and its supply is essential for public health of the com- 
munity, Iwth from the civil and the military points of view. 

Sir, I commend thi.s supplementary grant to the acceptance of the 
House with the short ex|M)sition of facts as stated almve. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


54— Famine. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: Sir, on the 
recommendation of the Governor I beg to move that a .sum of 
lls. 27,71,000 l>e granted for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” 
during (he current year. 

Sir, the Famine Budget contained the normal precautionary provi- 
aion of two lakhs but owing to the widespread distress caused by flood, 
drought and cyclone in a large number of districts la^t year — and this 
was a year of tragedy for Bengal — this extra expenditure for which 
this supplementary demand has been made has been necessitated. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI. Sir, I beg to move that the de- 
mand of Es. 27,71,000 under the head “54 Famine” be reduced by Es. 100. 
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grataitoaa relief OT^IT! TOfft^f i ^■r^-C’ftl RfCHf ^ 

^ I c^ c»fti cw ^pt ^rprsttrs 

^08^b ’TTr^T '^sr^ TOrft^ ^osh, ^osir ’TtrsT ^ 5i'Grfi[^, (Tftfr^ ^ 

agricultural loan ^ <7ftl ^ C*fC^, 

^ ^ I ^ ‘ilTfri ^ Ci^ ^ C^ C4C'«!^tr5 ^ 55, ^54^ 

’Tt^T^lir ^ ^K?r appeal (PRT C^ ^PHf 

f^fw, ’Tf^pn ’tin I cn w?i nn uu^n^ftrs ntn 

5n fn 1 >08*\ nmtn cnrft? 'pKT^ nn i 

'^k'i ■fmrT^tn c^nft ftrou ftg? mn ^ fn i 

ntnnin nfBnr^ f%fn fVscn fnmFm npRinn i 

^ Rnra 5ft m I 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 would like to nuike Home 
observations in connection with tlie cut motion moved by Mr. Nikiuija 
Bebari Maiti. I ii^ree with him that the money is wholly imido(|imte, 
but at the same time 1 would like to draw the attention of Government 
to some matter in connection with the very important question of t^^st 
and gratuitous relief. The fact is that there is no ooinmitt-ee in the 
district constituted tor the purj>ose of select in^»‘ iireas where gmt.uitouH 
relief is recjuired. It is ^renerally left U> the local officers who Hclect 
localities t-o pb^ise certain members of loc-al bodies and infiuenti«l 
members ot selected unions w'here there cun be more or less |X)liticnl 
propaganda. I w'ould submit to Government that there should be in 
every district a committee con.stituied for the purpose of .selecting arcias 
in which relief should be given. Most of the allotted amountM really 
infiltrates into the fKickets of those who are not needy and whose 
pockets are not empty. I think, in the interest of the amelioration 
of the condition of the masses, Government should at once constitute 
a committee in each district which should be really representative in 
chaiucter and which .should supervise the distribution of gratuitx)U8 
relief. 

There is another important matter to which I would draw the 
attention of Government. It is that due to the resl-tapism in govern- 
mental departments relief actually does not reach the n€>edy people 
in time, with the result that when the money does reach them death 
and disease a\yeady start taking their toll. I would therefore want 
that there should be expedition and Government should immediately 
send ;money wherever distress occurs. 

Th§ Hon’bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, 

I shall first of all take up the two points raised by my honourable* 
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friend Khan Bahadur Mohammed All. The first is the question of the 
constitution Cf proper committees fol* the distribution of g^ratuitous 
relief. I understand, Sir, that gratuitous relief is distributed by the 
District Otficials on the recommendation of the members of local relief 
committees, members of legislature and other influential people of 
the lociilities. Well, if my friend desires a regular machinery to be set 
up, I shall feel grateful if he will come to me and discuss the matter 
with me. That is with regard to the establishment of a* regular 
machinery for the purjyose of' distribution of this gratuitous relief. 

Then, with regard to the second jmint of red-tapism, my friend 
knows betler than anybody else that red-tapism is one of the sine qua 
non of that type of Government with which we are so familiar in 
India, and if red-tapism has to go the white flag of truce will have to 
come. The point raised by my friend Mr. Mohammed Ali is a point 
which will rec(‘ive my consideration. Beyond that I cannot say any- 
thing at this stage, because I find there were difticulties in Midnapore; 
but the expenditure caused on account of these annual calamities was 
an expenditure caused not by tliis Government — I am not Ve])udiating 
the obligations of the past Government, but I shall lo()k into the matter. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Sir, I bog leave of the House 
to willidraw niy motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: is there any 4)bjection to leave being granted? 

(There was no objection.) 

The niotioii of Mr. Nikunja Behari Maiti that the demand of 
Rh. 27,71,000 under the IknuI — Famine” be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then by leave of the Hou.se withdrawn. 

The motion of the llon’ble Mr. l^ramatha Nath Banerjee that a 
sum of Rs. 27,71,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“54 — Famine” during the current year was then put and agreed to. 


57— Miscellaneous. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, may I move the 
motions sUuding iu the name of Dr. MookerjeeP 


Mr. BREAKER; Yes. 

V 

Tha Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of Ilis Excellency the Governor I move that a sum of 
Rs. 1,87,000 be granted for expenditure under the head *‘57 — Miscella- 
neous” during the current year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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Loans and Advances by Provincial Covornmont. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir. on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I move that a sum of 
Es. 99,17,000 he jrranted for expenditure under the head “lioaiis and 
Advances ])y Provincial Governmenis” durinj' the current year. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Sir, 1 heg to move that the 
demand ot Es. 99,17,000 under the head “Ikkiiis and Advances by 
Provincial Governments — Grant No. 0(1 (Supplementary)” be reduced 
by Es. 100. 

Sir, in answer to a question put by my friend Riii llarendra Nath 
Chaudliuri it was said that a sum of Es. 8 lakhs and odd was j^ivcn as 
UR'i'icultural loan to the affected arejis in the district of Ti[)})era. 1 do 
not know v\;liether the Ilon’ble Minister is aware of the fact that in 
nfy rlistrict, at least half of the district has be<‘n affected by flood. You 
probably know, Sir, that there are about P) lakhs of people in our 
district; so about 20 lakhs of people are affected b> the flood and 1 do 
not know whether you an* aware of tin* fact that in tlu'se affected ai’«*as 
there was total destruction r)f crop -jute and i)addy. There was To 
per cent, destrindion of money crop, i.e., jute. So, the position of the 
20 laklis of j)eople in tlie affected areas was very s(‘rioUM. 1 personally 
toured in the affected areas and found the disti'css very acute* and 1 
submitted a rejiort to the (io\ernmerit of ]h*n^»'al, to the District 
Magistrate of Tiiipera and to tin* ( 'f»mmission(‘r of tin* Division. The 
report not only contained the condition of the j>coi)le in tin* affected 
areas but it contained some constructive su^^n'stions. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I understand the mechanism of the Government is 
that it is the Eevenue Dej»artment which administers the distribution 
of funds and whatever money is re<iuired by the Eevenue Deiwirtment 
is pro forma given b\' the Finance Dejiartinent, and therefore the 
question of inadequacy does not come under this department. Your 
question should have come under the Eevenue Department. Any way 
I allowed you to move it but it is not in order. 


Mr. DHIREiIdRA NATH DATTA: V ery well. Sir. I would only 
ask the Hon’ble i*^ charge of the Eevenue Department to make 

a search for the file. My report contains not only the conditions of the 
people in the affected areas but it contains some constructive sugge.s- 
tions, and I wiE be very' glad if the Ilon’ble Minister makes a search 
for the file. 
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Th« motion of Mr. Dhirendra Natli Batta that the demand of . 
Rb. 99,17,000 under the head ‘‘Loans and Advances by Provincial 
Governments — Grant No. 36 (Supplementary)'^ be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu that a sum 
of Rs. 99,17,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “Loans and 
Advances by Provincial Governments’’ during the current year, was 
then put and agreed to. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill, 1940, 
as passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly and as passed with 
amendments by the Bengal Legislative Council. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Sir, I 
beg to move that the amendment.s mude by the Bengal Legislative 
Council in the Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill, 
1940, be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The question that the Bengal Legislative Assembly agrees to the 
amendments made by the Bengal Jjegishjtive Council in the Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors (Seocjnd Amendmenl ) Bill, 1940, was then put 
and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That finishes the business of the day. 

We will meet tomorrow at S-3() a.ni. lor non-official business and 
therwifter the House will stand adjourned till 9th Mrach. 


Adjournment. 

The House was accordingly adjourned at 11-30 a.m. till 8-30 a.m. 
on Friday, the 27th February, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Praceedingt of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Aet| 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 27th February, 1942, at 8-10 a.m. 

Present: 


Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 8 Hon’ble Ministers and 200 luembora. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Internment and extemment of Muslim League memtwrs by the Ohtriot 
Magistrate of Noakhali. 

•93. Mr. ABOUL LATIF BI8WA8: (a) Will the llon’ble Minister 
in I liar^'e ot tlu' lldiiie I)c|iartnii‘Tit lir j)lcaM'(l tn state whether it is a 
fact — 

(?) that Mr. Abdul Matin Choudhury of (tuiiabati, district Tippera, 
was interned in his own villa/.»-e for 15 days commencing 
from the 16th January, 1942, under tin*. India Defence Act 
by the District Magi.strate; and 

(??) that Maulana Azizur Bahman Islamabadi was served with a 
notice of extemment from tlie district of Ti{)iKTa under the 
India Defence Act on the ITth January, 1942, at the Laksham 
railway station on his way to (Jorailla y 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the rea.sons of the internment and extem- 
ment of Mr. Abdul Matin Choudhury and Maulana Azizur Rahman- 
respectively ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME and PUBLICITY DEPART- 
MENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) Yes. 

(b) The reasons are given in the District Magistrate’s orders, copies 
of which are placed on the Library Table. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Wi.i the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the speeches were calculated to be prejudicial 
to the reception of the Hon’ble Minister and his ooUeagnesP 
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Tho Hon’bio Mn A, Ki FAZLUL HUQ: Wliat is your question? 


Mr, ABDUL LATIF BISWAS*. It appears from the report that the 
speeches were prejudicial. My question is whether the speeches were 
calculated to be prejudicial by the District Magistrate to the reception 
of the Hon’ble Minister and his colleagues who were expected to be 
there. 


The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know what are 
the speeches and I cannot answer that now. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to sta^ 3 whether the speeches were prejudicial to the public 
peace and tranquillity? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Tlon’ble Minister k' 
plcas(*d to state if Mr. Abdul Matin Chomlhury is a permanent Muslim 
Leaguer ? 

Mr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudliiiry is an Assistant Recruit- 
ing Officer for recruitment to w'ar? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that they were interned with a view to prevent any 
anti-demonstration on the occasion of the visit of the Minister? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is for the Magistrate 
to say. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pWsed to state whether this Mr. Abdul Matin Choudhury was spread-, 
ing communal bitterness and communal discontent? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if these orders were passed immediately before the 
arrival of the Hon’ble Minister at Tippera? 
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The Hon'bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Dates will show; I do not 

know. 

Mr# FAZLUR RAHMAN# Will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased to 
state if he is satisfied that the discretion vested in the Magistrate has 
been exercised properly P 

The Hon’bie Mr# A# K# FAZLUL HUQ: I have no reason to enquire 
into the matter. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the llim'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he gave an indication to the District Magistrate for 
taking any action like this? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: Most certainly not. 

Restraint order on Maulana Abdur Rashid Tarkabagtsh# 

• 94 # Mr# FAZLUR RAHMAN: (a) Is the Hon’bie Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware that Maulana Abdur Rashid 
Tarkabagish has been ordered not to participate in or address any meet- 
ing in the district of Pabna for six months P 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bie 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for such an order P 

The Hon’bie Mr# A# K# FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(h) The reason is stated in the order of which a copy is placed on the 
Library Table. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased 10 
state if it is a fact that with a view to stifle public opinion against the 
Ministry and also with a view to put a stop to the Muslim League 
organisation this order was passed P 

The Hon’bie Mr# A# K. FAZLUL HUQ; Most certainly not. 

Posting of armed police outside the Feni CoHege Hostel. 

*95# Mr# M# A# H# I8PAHANI: (a) Will the Hon’bie Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether armed police were posted outside the hostel of the Feni 

College on the 18th January, 1942; 

(u) whether the Hon’bie Minister passed by the College Hostel on 

that day; 
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(nt) whether the armed police had their mxuusles pointed towarde the 
windows of the hostel while the Hon'ble Minister was pass- 
ing by the hostel ; and 

(iv) whether the students were restrained from coming out of the 
hostel ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are the reasons ? 

The HOffl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i), (in) and (iv) No. 

(u) I passed by the Station Road which can be seen from a comer 
of the hostel. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that the Feui College students were coerced wilh a 
view to facilitate the visit of the Hon’ble Minislers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not presume that is 
correct. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there was any demonstration against the Ministers 
by the students? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise, 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Yes, Sir, it arises. It has been said that 
the students were kept there and not allowed to come out of the hostel. 
That was the question and the Hon’ble Minister says “no”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right, you can put the question. 

. ■ ^ 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: The question is w^hether there was any 
demonstration by the students against the Ministers. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I read two letters against 
my colleagues, but there w’as none against me. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he has learnt it from his colleagues that there was a 
demonstration by the students? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Hearsay is no evidence. 
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Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, it is a question of knowledge and 
not of hearsay. The Hon’ble Minister is expected to know it, and so 
I am enquiring into the matter. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I expected Mr. Fazlur Rahman to put the question 
in a different way. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: AVill the Hoiride Minister be 
pleased to state if any ordinary constable was posted in the college 
hostel ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not think so. 


Immersion of images at Mymensingh. 

*96. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: {a) Is the llon’ble Minister in 

'•haige of the Home Depjirtinent aware — 

• 

• (/) that tin* innneision proee>sion of the images of Durgii took 

place at Myn»ensingh very recently; and 

in) that it was done under the police guard and military force? 

ih) Is it a fact that the sai<l procession was permitted to pass with 
the music and iniagi's bef(u*e a m<>s<jue in the town? 

(c) It the answer to {h) is in tlie affirmative, will the Hon ’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: («) U) and (h) Yes. 

(li) No. But pcdiee arrangements were made to prevent the occur- 
rence of any regrettable incident. 

(c) This was done on a provisional agreement l)etween the local 
Hindus and Muslims without prejudice to the terms of a permanent 
agreement which Governmenk have in view. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that police arrangements were made to coerce the 
Muhammadans of Mymensingh ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid I must intervene now. So far I have 
allowed you to* put questions to the utmost limit possible, but how 
can you mention a fact which is not contained in the answer? What 
I am saying is this: you ascribe a certain motive. Now there may be 
thou.sand8 of motives possible, but you cannot ascertain that by putting 
each one of them and getting a denial. Please try to get a certain 
fact,, on the basis of which you can draw your conclusion. 



. QUESTIONS. 




[27m Fi®., 


liri FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, it is admitted tliat armed police was 
there. Now the Hon^ble Minister says that this was done only to 
prevent any regrettable incident, but our contention is 


Mr. SPEAKER: I do not question your contention, but all that 
I say is that in order to prove that contention you must get certain 
fact. 


Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN. I am trying to do that. With regard to 
question (c) the answer was: ‘‘This was done on a provisional agree- 
ment between the local Hindus and Muslims — etc. I would there- 
fore like to elicit this information as to whether it is a fact that the 
police arrangements were made only to coerce the Muslims. 

Mr. SPEAKER: How does the question of coercion come in? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: From the very fact that the police was 
there. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let that be asked first. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, he has already admitted that the 
police was there. 

Mr. SPEAKER: And therefore you conclude that there was 
coercion ? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 want to know whether it is a fact 
that the police arrangement was made there in order to coerce the 
Muslims. That is my point, and that is why I have asked the question, 
and I would like the Hon’ble Minister to say whether the information 
is correct or not. I want to know definitely from him whether there 
was coercion or not; otherwise how am I to know whether there was 
coercion or not? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you discuss in my chamber I may help you how 
to do it. 

MiUlvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if permission was given by the District Magistrate 
to pass the procession with music and images befos« a mosque in 
spite of the protests of the Muslim leaders of MjTnensinghP 

The Hen’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As 1 have already said in 
this House, no suggestion was given by Government. The District 
Mogistrate acted on his own responsibility. I say, Sir, that in view 
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of the fact that there was a provisional agreement between the leaders 
of the two communities elaborate police arrangements were not, in my 
opinion, needed, but the District Magistrate took that course in exer- 
cise of his responsibilities for keeping the peace. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Uon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what were the terms of this provisional agreement, 
who were the parties to it, and their names P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: According to the report of 
the local officials, the agreement was made between the leaders of 
both communities. I have not got the names here. But if the question 
is pressed, I shall get information and give it to the honourable 
member. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be^leased to 
state if he himself received any protest from the Muslim leaders of 
Myinensingh? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I received telegrams of 
protest on the L’lind on which date the immersion was to take place. 
That was about noon and as I liave already stated in this House I 
got into touch with the District Magistrate over the telephone. He 
said that from the provisional agreement that had been arrived at 
between the loml leaders he did not expecd any trouble. That is all 
I can say at present and after that no protests were made to me. 


Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state if any instruction waws issued by his Government to the District 
Magistrate to issue any order permitting the procession P 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As a matter of fact troubles 
were apprehended at Mymensingh, Dinajpur and Malda. I sent for 
the District Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police of Dinajpur 
and both of them were here. As regards Mymensingh 1 talked to the 
District Magistrate over the telephone. As regards Malda instructions 
were given to the effect that if processions were allowed they must 
be allowed only with the consent of all the parties. The ffect was 
that although •there was some settlement at Mymensingh none was 
arrived at Dinajpur and therefore the immersion has not yet taken 
place. > That shows that the Government has not passed any discrimi- 
natory orders but orders generally that in these matters the Magis- 
trates should be guided by agreement and if not they should act 
according to their discretion. 

30 * 
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Mr# FAZLUR RAHMAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state, in view of the fact that he had received telegrams of protest 
from the leaders of Mymensingh, whether he will enquire into the 
matter to find out if there was any agreement between the Hindu and 
Muslim leaders of Mymensingh ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not yet received 
any written or oral st/dteinent of that kind, but immediately on hearing 
what had taken place I decided to go to Mymensingh and hold an 
enquiry. I still propose to do so. But as regards any protests, written 
or verbal, I have not received any. T would, however, be prej)ared to 
receive any representations in order to find out fads. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Has the Ilon’hle Minister satisfied 
himself that the luc-^il Mu.slim Le<igue leaders were a party to the 
alleged agreement ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not know why I ciinnot ask that 
question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Beca use no (juestion of Muslim TiOague has j risen. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Is it necessar> 1 want to ask if the 
Muslim JiCgue leaders were or were not a j^irty to the agreement. In 
the answer it is said that “this was done on a })r()visional agreement 
between the local Hindus and Muslim”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is diHieult for me to explain at length, 
but 1 think you understand that questions cannot be assumed and 
replies cannot be assumed. Therefore in order to come to the conclu- 
sion that any ooinpromise between Hindus and Muslims is not a com- 
promise unless the Muslim League leaders are q party to the compro- 
mise, you must ask a question. I cannot supply you with one. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell this House w’hether the orders of the ex-Home Minister 
Sir Nazimuddin stopping the immersion procession at Mymensingh, 
Dinajpur and Maldai were in contravention of the circular of 1927? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

^ Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the telegrams of protest received from Mjunensingh were 
from the Muslim League leaders? 
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The Hon'ble Mr A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I <*xplain once for 
all? I promise to hold a personal enquiry to find out whether this 
agreement was real or not. The House can trust me that I will do 
my best. After that I shall be prepared to answer any question that 
may be put to me. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the llon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state witli referem'e to answer {h^ wlietlier it is not permis- 
sible under any law or rules to t-ake a pro(*es*.Hui heloie a mos(|Ue 
when prayers are not being held with music? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (juestion <hM\s not arise. 

Babu ASHUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Ilon bh^ Miiiis((*r be ])l(*ased 
to state whether it is a lact that on liijoiiti da\ objections were 

raised to oul\ one procession while all other processions were granted 
lic(‘nce and allowed to go with music lud'ore niosijiu' when nn prayer 
was held ? . 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is so. 

Prayer of security prisoners for release to help war effort. 

*97. Babu JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAdUMDAR: (/;) Will 
the Hon hie Minisj(‘r in charge (»[ the Home (.jails) Diqia i toKoit be 
pleaded to state wliethei the (ioY(‘rnment }ia\e recidved an_\ pidilion 
from some ^ecnrit} prisoniUN (‘.\]ire.ssing their willingness if) helj) in 
the war measures, if release<i ? 

(h) It so, will the Hon'ble Minister be jileaseil to state — 

(?) bow many security prisoners have sent such petitions; and 

(hi) what action, if any, the (government have taken or do they 
propose to take on those petitions? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of laying on 
the Table a copy of each of the said petitions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (/>) (i) Three 
security prisoners have sent petitions urging the release of all 
“political” prisoners and affirming their belief that it is the duty of 
everj^ freedom-loving people to support the Allies and their armies in 
this war of li Iteration. 

(ii) Government are giving this matter their best consideration. 

(c) No. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will th« Hon’ble Minuter be 
pleased to state when these petitions were received and how long the 
Department has taken to consider the matter? 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There are several petitions. 
I cannot say that they are all being enquired into. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: When were they received? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It would not be possible 

for me to say when I received them. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to look up the file and find out the information? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That point was not enquired 
into and did not arise. I will make an enquiry. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Are the petitions now in the posses- 
sion of the Hon’hle Minister? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ; They are not before me. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state what are the variou.s suggestions and requests contain- 
ed in the petitions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; It is very difficult for me to 
say. May I ask for notice? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: My submission to you is that it is 
exactly the point which Mr. Suhrawardy p^ointed out yesterday that 
the Hon’ble Ministers do not come prepared with answers even on 
important matters. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have oome prepared. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as the question is concerned. All you are 
concerned with is whether there was willingness to help in the war 
measures. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 want to know whether he will 
consider the desirability of laying on the Table a copy of each of the 
petitions and the reply is 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That is subject to the main point of willingness to 
help in the war effort. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is one of the many prayers 
in the petitions. We want to know whether he is in a position to 
contradict that. It is not for you to say 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is for me to say thiit the question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Which question? 1 am referring 
to the petition, and trying’’ to elicit more facts. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am sorry there are 
certain petitions in the file before me. One petition is from security 
prisoner Sisir Koy. It does not hear any date hut it show.s that it 
was in January that it was noted in the Oovernment department and 
the Secretar>fc noted on it on the 4th of February. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (h) (ii) 
will the Ilon’hle Minister be pleased to state when the Government 
would be in a position to come to a final decision on these petitions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: The manner in which we 
have to deal with security prisoners is under consideration, and I 
would very much like not to he pressed to make any statement this 
week. We hope we will be able to make a statement very shortly. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister U 
pleased to state if the Government of Hengal would he in a position 
to co-ordinate the efforts lor help in the war eff’ort and themselves would 
be willing to encourage war efforts by permitting such residents of 
Bengal who would be prepared to help in the war cfi'ort and would be 
in a position to so extend their help? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reg^trd to answer (r) “No”, 
may we know the reason for refusal to place the petitions on the table? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I see, they contain 
various matters like expressions of opinion and criticisms which, I 
am told, are not to be divulged in the public interest. 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The various matters — what are 
those various matters? 
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The Hon’bli Mr, A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: May I take upon jnyself 
the responsibility of showing these matters to my friend Dr. Sfinyal 
personally. I am aorry, I cannot make them public. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank you. 

Publication of Government advertisements, etc., in the newspapers. 

•98. Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Will the Hoirhle Minister in charge 
of the l*ul)li(dty Department be jdeased to lay a statement on the Table 
showing — 

(a) the names of the newspapers where th(‘ Government advertise- 
ments are not published ; 

(h) the nairies of the newspapers where these are published ; 

(c) the circulation figures of the newspuj)ers where Government 
advertisemenf4i are ])ubli.shed ; and 
{(I) tlie method of distribution of (jovernment advertisements to 
the various newspa])ers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Government advertisements 
are published in the following Calcutta news])apers ; — 


1. 

Statesman 

50,000 

2. 

Star of India 

ll.(H)0 

a. 

Amrita Hazar Patrika 

80,545 

4. 

llindusthan Standard 

25,000 

6. 

Advance 

26,000 

n. 

(’aleiitta Exchange Gazetto and Daily Advertiser 

1,600 

7. 

Anamla Bazar Patrika 

65,679 

8. 

Azad 

19,000 

9. 

Xavajuga 

7,000 

10. 

Vugantar 

32,388 

11. 

Bharat 

18,000 

12. 

Asr-e-Jadid 

2,000 

VI 

Viswamitra 

20,000 

14. 

l/okinauyn 

1,000 

15, 

Rozana Hind 

2,300 


They are also published in a large number of mufassal newspapers 
but details are not readily available. The number of such newspapers 
in which such advertisemenUs are not published is very large and 
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Government are not prepared to produce a catalogue of them. Parti- 
culars may however be obtained from the Director of Public 
Information. 

In distribiitiufr advertisements, the nature of the advertisements and 
the class and community for which they are meant are considered, i.e., 
such papers are selected us are (‘onsidered most suitable for particular 
advertisements. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the lloirhle MinistiT be ])leased 
to sUtt-e, in \iew of tiie answer that “in distrihulin}; advertisements the 
nature of the advertisements and the class and community for wliich 
they tire meant are consnlered", if he means b) say that if a jiarticular 
community is conc'eTiietl, the j)a]HM’ which serves that tx>mmiinity most 
pets such advertisements? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not ]ui{>er. lie siiys, “|nipors“. In other words, 
if there i^s an ad\ (*itisement of a Muslim vacancy naturally it poes 
•to Mushin papers hnt not nei-essiirily onl,\ to the Muslim jwipcrs. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ; Yes, Sir. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Ma\ 1 draw the attention of the 
Ilon’ble Minister t-o his answer where he says that the circulation of 
the “Azad * is ID.OOb and that of the “Nuva\upa“ is 7,0fK)? I would 
like to know from him whether he considers that “Azad’' is the most 
suitable piijier tor the purpo.se 

Mr. SPEAKER: T hat is a (piestion of opinion; so the question 
does not arise. 


Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: AVNll the ifoirhle Minister be plea.sed to 
state it it is a fact that he <loes not follow the principle a.s enunciated 
here in orderinp that no advertisement should he published in the 
“Azad”? 

Mr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: I know, Sir, he has enunciated a 
principle • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Where is it that he has enunciated a principle? 
I find it is very difficult to explain to you, Mr. Rahman. You are 
assuming that a principle has been enunciated that advertisements 
will not be given to “Azad”. • 
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Mr. SPEAKER; May I know how can you make that assumption? 
I have been telling you that only such questions should be asked 
which are based on facts and not on assumption. You cannot assume 
a thing and then make a further assumption in shaping your supple- 
mentary questions. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if any order has been passed to the effect that no advertisement 
should be given to the “Azad”? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Most certainly nol. I 
may add in this connection that these advertisements are distributed 
by the Director of Public Information and Ministers have got nothing 
to do with them. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the proprietor of the paper ‘‘Navayuga’' is 
the Hon’ble (’liief Minister himself? 

Mr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many out of the 7,000 copies of “Navavuga”, 
shown as the circulation figure, are distributed free and gratis? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he has enquired whether any advertisement is given to the 
“A 2 Mid” or not? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, that question does not arise. [ may 
further tell my friends of the Opposition and particularly Mr. Rahman, 
that I was permitting them a number of questions which I ought not 
to have done. For example, I have permitted a question as to whether 
an advertisement was issued in a particular paper although it was not 
relevant. I allowed it because I felt that I should give some latitude 
at this early stage of the new Opposition and that gradually I would 
be able to adjust things. But I am sorry to tell you that if you pursue 
in that strain and press the point further I must disallow such 
questions. 
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Mr# K. NOORUDDIN: Sir, may I submit to you that if we make a 
mistake like this you may oorrect us but I hope you will not debar 
the Opposition from properly functioning as such by means of inter- 
pellations addressed to the Hon’ble Ministers. 


Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, the point is as to how you 
can put supplementary questions. I have repeatedly exphuned this 
that it is for you to approach me for guidance ond not for me to* 
approach you. I am always prepared to help and guide you \f you 
approach me. However, 1 did allow one question with reference to 
advertisements to “Azad” although that question is iK)t relevant. But 
if you want to pursue that course indetinitely 1 cannot allow that. In 
that case I would ask you to give notic'e of a sep^irate <|uestiou. 


, Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: May T submit, Sir, that we would very 
much appreciate if you dis;illow any (juestion which is not, in your 
opinion, relevant ; hut please do not deliver lectures on us saying how 
we have erred and how we should correct ourselves. 


Mr, SPEAKER: Well, if that is the desire of your group I will 
do so. 


Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, if we put a supplementary question 
on an assumption which appears to you to be incorrect, you can dis- 
allow it. But we look up to you to give us all facilities to get every- 
thing we want to ascertain from the (iovernment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: After what Mr. Shahabuddin has said, I hnv& 
nothing more to add. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; I submit. Sir, you have no right to deny 
us the privilege of eliciting what information we want to obtain from 
Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please do not misunderstand me. I have already 
said, it will take some time, now that you are in the Opposition, to 
adapt yourselves to your new role, and that therefore I am prepared to 
give you some latitude, and I would ask you not to pursue this matter 
which is the subject-matter of a separate question. If, however, 
Mr. Shahabuddin^wants that I should not allow any question which 
is not relevant, I will do so. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I shall show from the proceedinge 
of the House that the Opposition of to-day is not being treated more 
leniently than what was done previously; rather the Opposition now ie 
treated more harshly than heretofore. 
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Ttw Hon’bl* Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, may I just 
point out to you that only a few minutes ago Mr. Fazlur -Bahman 
addressed an appeal to you to help him with suggestions and guidance, 
but Mr. Shahabuddin has raised a quite different issue. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With regard to “Navayuga” 
will the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased to state how many of the sub- 
ficribers of that paper are paying subscribers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As regards advertisements 
in newspapers we have been extremely liberal. There are papers to 
which we have not only sent advertisements but also money. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has not been answered. The 
question is as to whether there is any information to show liow many 
of these 7,000 are paid subscribers. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; 1 would ask the honour- 
able member to go to the office and find out. I do not know. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, that is no ainswer. lie must 
answer. 

(At this stage many members from the Muslim League benches 
stood up on their legs to speak and there was mucli interruption.) 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, is the HoiTble Minister entitled to 
alight the House in the manner that he has done in this answer? 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, tliere was a last part of his 
answer which I have heard but which you did not hear. Immediately 
after that he said “I do not know*”. In that view, so far as I am 
concerned, 1 cannot press him any further. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: So far as do not know” is concerned, 
that is all right, but to say “Go to the Ollice and find out” is slighting 
the House. 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: On a point of order, Sir 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a point of order, Sir, 1 find 
that in the printed answer to this question, the Hon’ble Minister has 
stated 


Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, my question has not been answered. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Both of you sit down, please. Mr. Hahmau, 
Mr. Biswas rose on a point of order before you and so he must be given 
a chance first. After him, you ma}' speak. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I rise on a point of order 

(Mr. M. A. H. Isjialiani was on his legs.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: A> a matter of fact, I must say that Mr. ls])ahnni 
rose first of all. So he must have the ehanee first. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN! : Sir. m\ point of order was this. The 
IIonTde Chief Minister cannot go on repl\ing t|uestious as he has been 
doing in the past and as he has attempted to do again to-ilay. Sir, we 
beseech >our protection and it is onl\ fair and juoper that you should 
extend to us }our protc(*tion. W'e cannot have irresponsible answers 
from a n*sponsihle nieinhei (d the tiov(‘rnment every time. 

• 

* Mr. SPEAKER: I lone .said all ah >ng that it is not for me to 
control the language but I (‘eriainlv e.xpect that answers should be 
answered in such a wa\ as to keep up the dignil\ of the House. (Cries 
of “Hear, hear" from Muslim liCague bcuiches. i 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a point ( i order. Sir The 
questioner asked (joveinmeiit about the ciri'iilation tiguri^s of m*w's- 
papers where (rovernnient a<l\ ertisements are jmblished. 'I'he Hon’ble 
Minister has stated that “Navajuga” has got a circulation of 7, OIK). 
This fact has not been denied. The supplementary question is to the 
effect that how man\ ol the subscribers are paid subscrib(*rs. Sir, I 
submit this is not relevant The (juestioiiei wanted the fig^ure of 
circulation and Oovernment have given the figure 7,000. It is abso- 
lutely irrelevant to ask whether the subscribers do pay or do not pay. 
The onlj relevant point is that 7,000 copies of “Navajuga’* are circulat- 
ed. So, I submit that the questioner is not in order to ask (iovern- 
ment how many subscribers are paid or not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am very glad that new knowledge is coming 
forth in this House in different sections and I feel that I have sometimes 
to find very great difficulty to know exactly what to do. I stand 
between the leit and the right. 1 consider this question fully relevant 
for this rea.son that the whole purpo.se of this question is to ascertain 
whether Government advertisements are gi.en in such papers which 
have got effective circulation. After all, one man may publish 1,000 
copies and get two suhscribers and semd the rest free. It may he well- 
contended that is not the paper in w’hich Government advertisements# 
should be given. That is the trend of the question. It is essential to 
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find ont the extent of effective circulation of the paper. Now, whether 
tlie information regarding effective circulation is with the (Government 
or not, I cannot say. Government have said, they do not know and 
there is an end of that. 


Mr. K. NOORUODIN: With reference to item No. 9— “Navajuga” 
-will the Hon’ble Chief Minister kindly state what is the number of 
copies that are given free to the members of his party? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry that question does not arise. 

BABU NARENORA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : 

C’l Sfl 

’fc?! (Pf (TFm «trr?PTf Jif? 

^ 'Si'TO YIYT % Yl ? 

Mr, SPEAKER: How does that question arise? 

BABU NARENORA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: ^ ^ 

c^fvr rs(f^ ^ ^ ^ 

Mft SPEAKER: Mr. C'liakrabarty, please do not misunderstand 
me. I have to allow relevant questions, but whether Government has 
the legal authority to get that information is for the Government to 
say. 1 cannot say that. 

Babu NARENORA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: (71^ 

0^ ^Ti tRi 

^ttc^ ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the column 
showing the circulation figures, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the dates for the respective circulations or whether it is 
circulated on an average and will he be pleased to find out or state how 
such exact figures as 65,679 for “Ananda Bazar Patrika” and 32,388 
for *‘Jugantar” could be worked out and for which particular date ^as 
iliis circulation figure arrived at? 



QUESTIONS. 


imi 


461 


TIm Hon’blt Mti At Kt FAZLUL HUQ: It was worked out by the 

Director of fublic Information. I am not in a position to say on what 
basis he made this calculation. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether these statements of circulation were mere 
reports obtained from the newspapers or any measure taken to check 
the statements supplied by the respective newspapers? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I have said, the 
Director of Public Information must have satisfied himself before he 
furnished me with these figures. 1 suppose he satisfied himself. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wbetlier it is the policy of Government to distribute 
newspaper advertisements strictly on the basis of their circulation or 
not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the main principle is 
that advertisements must be sent to papers in order to achieve the 
object for which advertisements are made. Necessarily, therefore, 
some advertisements go not only to special papers but also to other 
papers. The v hole thing is in the discretion of the Director of Public 
Information. 0 


Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state for how long the paper “Navajuga” had been in 
existence — since when ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Five or six months. 


Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state since w'hen advertisements are being given to this newspaper? 


Th» Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That I cannot say. 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the Ghief Minister is interested in the paper and is he the 
editor-in-chief ? 


Mr, 8PEAKER: That is a permissible question and if you want 
that information, please give notice of a fresh question. • 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Serving of notices on certain persons at Noakhali. 

53i Mr^ FAZLUR RAHMANS (a) Is the Hoii’ble Minister in 
char^^e of the Home Department aware tliat notices have been served 
on Maulvi Abdul Hakim, Pleader, Laksbiinpur, Maulvi Abdul Majid 
Choudliury, (iovcriiment Pleader, I/iikshimpur, and Maulvi Abdul 
Majid, a teacher, to show cause why criminal prosecutions (under the 
Defence of India Rules) should not be taken against them? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the aflirmative, will the ITon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for the same? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (o) They were called upon 
to show cause against jjrosecution under the ordinary law', not the 
Defence of India Ruh's. 

(h) They were entraged in activities calculated to cause a breach of 
the j)eace which in fact they were successtiil in creating. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; With reierence to answer (/>), w'ill 
the Hoii'hle Minister be j)le:i.sc(l to state vdiat wer(‘ the activities in 
W’hicli these gentlemen wen* engaged that were calculated in the 
opinion of llie IHtn'ble Minister to cause a Ijieach of the iieace ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Circulating leaflets, 
making speeches, and other demonstrations are likely to cause a breach 
of the peace. 

Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon'ble Minister bo 
pleaseil to state what was the date or dates on w^hich these gentlemen 
were called upon to show cause against prosecution ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not got the 

information. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the activities related to a date just before the visit of the Hon’ble 
Ministers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Not just before but some 
a time before. 
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Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Miniet-er be pleased to 
state under whfit section of what law or Act the order was served I' 

Mr. SPEAKER. Defence of India Rules perhaps. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: No, Sir. Not under the Defence of India 
Rules but under the ordinary law. That is what he has said. May I 
know what he means by “ordinary law“i^ 

The Hon’bte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: OrdinarN law means 
sections ld3A, 147, Police Act and other Acts. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state specifically under %vhat section of what Act the steps 
were taken ? 

The Hon’^le Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If details are wanted I 
ask for notice. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, that was the intention when the 
question wa.^ put and tlic House is entitled to have a definite reply 
fj‘om the Hon’ble Ministci. He has given a sUitement *1 hat thry were 
j)rosecute»l under (he ordinary law. 1 want to know undei- which parti- 
cular law th(* pro.secut ions w’cre made. 

Mr. speaker: Tl i(* Horrble Minister lias already answered that 
if \ ou want details, lie asks tor notice. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: That i. art evasive rej)ly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot say that. The question has already 
been answered. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’lile Minister be pleased 
to state if these orders of the l>istrict Magistrate had anything to da 
with the visit of the Hon'ble Minister? 

The Hon’ble^Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Certainly not. 

Khill Behedur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to answer (h)^ 
viz., that they were successful in creating a breach of the peace, will tha 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state in what way and in what manner 
was there a breach of the peace? 
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TIm Hen’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am again pointing out 
that these are extremely minute details and if information is wanted, 
1 must have notice. 


Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if there was any instruction from the Government, any direction 
from the Government to the Collector to pass these orders? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. 

Internment of certain persons in Tippera. 

54. Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that the Muslim League Secretary, of Gunabati (Tippera), has 

been interned in his village for 15 days and that he has been 
ordered not to leave his village, organise or join in any 
meeting or procession or demonstration directly or indirectly ; 

(ii) that Maulvi Qumurazzaman, m.sc., has been interned at Haji- 

garfj (Tippera), for fift||en days; and 

(lit) that Maulana Azizur Rahaman Islamabadi, a Muslim League 
Organiser, was served with an order when at Gunabati to 
leave immediately the district of Tipper^ <or 8 days? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to s^nte reasons for such action? 

The Hon’hio Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) The name of the 
Muslim League Secretary of Gunabati is not known to me, but an order 
was served upon Maulvi Abdul Matin of that village imposing these 
restrictions. 

(ii) and (in) Yes. 

(b) The reasons appear from the orders themselves of which copies 
are laid on the Library Table. 

Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is a Muslim League organisation at Gunabati 
in the district of Tippera? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not know. 
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jMuilvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: The answer says *^the name of 
the Muslim League Secretary of Gunabati is not known to me'*. This 
shows that the Hon’ble Minister knows that there is a Muslim League 
organisation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: You can draw your 
inference. I do not know. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
that the services of Maulana Abdul Aziz who is not a resident of 
Tippera were requisitioned only to create disturbances in the locality? 

Mr. SPEAKER; That question does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to slate if all these orders referred to in the question were 
passed prior io the arrival of the Hon’ble Minister? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir. I have no 
reason to believe that. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: WilbTbe Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether those orders had anything to do with the visit of the 
Hon’ble Minister? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have already asked that question. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 am sorry. Sir. 

Issue of notice by the District Magistrate of Noakhali prohibiting 
demonstrations against the Hon’ble Ministers. 

55. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home l>epartment aware that before the arrival of the 
Ministers at Feni and Noakhali, the District Magistrate issued 
notices calling upon the public to welcome the Ministers, prohibiting 
the hartals and anti-demonstrations, and threatening people with 
punishment in ctfse they would observe hartal and make anti-demonstra- 
tion on the occasion of the visit of the Ministers to those places? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is contemplating taking any 
steps in the matter? 

31 ‘ 
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Tlw Hon'Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) A copy of tile notice 
issued is laid on the Library Table. 

(h) No. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to point 
out that at first J asked this question in connection with qilestion 
No. 5d. This time 1 have asked the same question with reference to 
question No. 54 and not relating to question No. 53. So, I w’as right. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Anyway, questions o:] and 54 have now been 
disposed of, and I have already called question No. 55. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon'lde Minister be pleased 
to state if he is satisfied that the discretion vested in the IHstrici 
Magistrate was exercised properly? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not looked at it at 
least from that point of view, hut I promise to do so. *It is a very 
important and relevant question. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Does the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of enquiring into the matter? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has already said “yes”. 

Short-notice question. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Sir, I have given 
notice of a short-notice question regarding evacuation from (’hittagong. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We have not got any timely information. In 
these matters 1 would ask you to try to give information in proper 
time. 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, it relates to a vei^’ urgent matter 
in which everyone of us is interested. 1 think I shall he justified in 
requesting the Hon’ble Minister to overlook certain technicalities of 
the procedure and look into the matter. It relates to a very large 
number of people who have become homeless on account of certain 
orders of evacuation in the suburbs of Chittagong, and because there 
will l>e no sitting for 9 or 10 days after to-day, it is necessary that we 
should draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to this matter, so 
that certain steps might be taken to alleviate the distress of the affected 
people. 
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Mr. SPEAKER! I have understood it very well and I do not 
think any explanation is necessary. J have repeatedly said that in 
such urgent matters I will try to help you in every possible way, if 
only I know it in proper time. It is only about half an hour before 
that I have come to know about it. The point raised by Mr. Shahab- 
uddin is that there will be no sitting for 8 or It days and the question 
cannot be answered. Mr. Shaliabud<lin knows it very well that as 
soon as we receive a question, we send it to the department concerned 
for action. 

Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You do not send tlu^ short-notic’e 
questions so ([uickl\. Your Department is liop(*Iessly incdlicient 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I know, Dt. Snn>al. you are in the habit of draw- 
ing most hasty conclusions. You have alwa\s interfmed in these 
matters without knowing the real ia(‘ts. I only want to say this that a 
short-notice question does not ne(‘essarily nu*an that it must imme- 
diately he answered. It cun only be immediately taken up if any 
special represent,'! (ion is made, or my ptTsonal attentio»i or the atten- 
tion of somelaaly el^e is drawn to the fact that this is a very urgent 
matter. Otherwise short-notice means that the usual period of notice 
is shortened and usual sti'ps should be taken. Moreover, 1 have t<dd 
Dr. San>al repeatedly who has c(mveniently forgotten it that we are 
absolut(dy short of hands. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is that a fact, Sir?* Then we are 
prepared to enquire into it. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Yes, we are absolutely short of humls. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit, Sir, that w^e do not 
know^ how' to bring tlii.-^ urgent matter to your notice. When this 
matter was brought to the notice of the Minister concerned, the honour- 
able member wanted to move an adjournment motion. I advised him 
that in a matter like this where there is no possibility of difference of 
opinion between Government and ourselves, let us put in a short- 
notice question and obtain certain facts and the Hon’blc Minister also 
agreed to obtain facts as soon as po.ssible. As a result thereof, we 
find that the member submitted a short-notice question. You yourself 
admitted that till about half an hour before this moment, it was not 
communicated to you. Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid Dr. Sanyal is always unreasonable in 
his attitude. I said that so far as Dr. Sanyal's question was con- 
cerned, it was sent to Government about 7 or 8 days ago and we 
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have not yet received any information from them. So far as this 
matter is concerned, it is not the duty of the office to bring the matter 
to my notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If it was not brought to your 
notice, it was not our fault. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I refuse to discuss the matter further. 

Adjournment Motion regarding home internee Mauivi 8ultan Ahmed 

of Feni. 

Mr. 8yed ABDUL MAJID: Sir, may I have your leave to move 
the adjournment motion of which I have given notice and to which you 
have given your consent:^ 

Mr. SPEAKER; Are you definite on every one of the points 
mentioned here? ** 

Mr. 8yed ABDUL MAJID: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it only in connection with jumma prayer? 

Mr. Syed ABDUL MAJID: Yes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In other words he is permitted to go to the 
mosque to say his other prayers? 

s 

Mr. Khwaj. SHAHABUDDIN; No, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot understand this. 

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: If a person cannot go to a mosque 
to offer his jurmna prayer, it obviously follows that he is forbidden 
from going to the mosque. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then, it means that he is not permitted to go to 
the mosque at all. 

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Yes. 

it 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not brought out in the motion. 

Mr. Syed ABDUL MAJID: He may not make that a grievance 
because other prayers can be said in his own house. What he canndt do 
in his own house is the jumma prayer. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Let US see what Government have got to say. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know anything 
about it. I have not seen it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It was sent to your Department. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Department says that it has 
not received it. The efficiency of the Assembly Department has hope- 
lesslj" gone down. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please confine j-our remarks to the relevant 
matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: This is a matter which concerns 
your Department. 

« Mr. SPEAKER: I am not prepared to have a discussion on that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I am prepared to substantiate it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not possible. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We shall be doing it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I say that in view of these allegations it is 
very difficult for me to carry on. I cannot allow this kind of 
discussion in tlie House. I am absolutely in need of staff and I make 
it clear to the House that if I am not given proper staff before IHh, I 
may be forced to adjourn the House nine die. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is what they want. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have just seen the 
motion. I must have time to get a report from the District Magis- 
trate. At present, I cannot say anything. I do not object to it 
provided I get sufficient time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The convention is that if Government say that 
they have not y^t had time to get information, the matter stands over 
till the Government is in a position to do so. Therefore this matter 
stands oyer. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. With reference to the observations 
made by you, I want to hand over to you two cases out of many , 
shov^ing negligence on the part of your Department. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I ara not going to hear anything regarding this 
matter. You may put in a relevant motion. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is in connection with non- 
official Bills. I have got the Deputy Speaker’s consent. 

Applications for leave of absence. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Let us finish the applications for leave of absence. 

Under rule "t(2) of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure 
Rules, I call upon Mr. Taruk Nath Mukerjea and Mr. Mia Abdul Hafiz 
to move their motions. 

Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir. I beg to move that this 
Asseiiibly do jierniit Mr. Jaiindra Nath Basu representing Calcutta 
North (deneral) Constituency, to be absent for the period from the 
28th July, 1941, till the end of the present session for which he finds 
that he is unable to attend meetings of the Assembly. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. MIA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly 
do permit Maulvi Abul (iua.sein, m.l.a., representing Hooghly District 
excluding Municipal Areas (Muhainmadan) Constituency, to be absent 
for the period from the 2‘lrd April, 1941, to the end of the present 
ses.sion for which he finds that he is unable to attend meetings of the 
Assembly. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Point or Order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Rule 
74(7) of the Assembly Procedure Rules la>s down the procedure by 
which Bills originating in the Council and jiassed by the Council and 
sent to the Assembly may be taken up. It says: “Any member on 
belialf of the Qovernrnent in the case of a Government Bill or in any 
other case any member, after giving ten days’ notice or with the 
consent of the Speaker, at shorter notice, may move that the Bill be 
taken into consideration”. In accordance with that, Sir, I had 
submitted a motion with the consent of the Deputy Speaker who was 
functioning at that time as the Speaker and it related to an enabling 
Bill, a short Bill, which was passed by the Council regarding the 
power of Government to abolish local boards even without the consent 
of the district boards. Accordingly when Mr. Hashemy was in the 
chair, I got his consent and handed over this notice, but I find that 
the Secretary has manipulated to put it off. 
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Mr# SPEAKER: Dr. Sanj^al, let us bebave at least in a manner 
which would avoid motives. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am afraid I cannot help it. I 
have spoken to the Secretary al>()ut it. It is not a mistake just passed 
over. I spoke to the Secretary and to the Deputy Speaker and with the 
latter’s consent I handed over the notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far perfectly normal, but why do you say that 
he has manipulated? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I spoke to the Secretary and also 
drew his attention to the uiTfencv of the matter. I stated iti my letter 
itself that in view of the urj»'enc\ of the motion, short notice mi^ht be 
accepted. The Deputy Speaker ^ave his consent. 

My second point of order is this. I have received a letter which 
states “1 am desired to inform you that the notice has been rejected by 
ihe Hon'ble S]»eaker’‘. All that the FTon’ble Speaker can say is that 
the notice could not be held valid for one day. For the next non- 
official Hills day, the notice must stand and it cannot possibly be 
rejected altoj^ether. 

Sir, the department in this respect has been functioning^ in a 
hopelessly high-handed manner and 1 want to know 

Mr. SPEAKER: I wish I could save others from the hopeless 
position they were in but all I say is, please understand what is the 
position of the Bill. So far as this Bill is conccriKMl, under the rules 
all non-offi(‘ial hills have to be balloted together and therefore any 
Bill notice of which comes after the ballot is over cannot be accepted 
because the ballot has been finished. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: But the Bill can take its chance 
at the next ballot or even after the ballotted Bills are disposed of. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Under the rules we have framed, no matter 
whether they are good or bad, all notices of Bills must come by the 
first day and all Bills mu.st be ballotted on the first day. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: There is nothing in the rule, Sir, 
to that effect.* If there is a prolonged sassion it will mean that many 
Bills will be shut out altogether because they did not come up before 
the first day. This is another position that I would ask you to con- 
sider. The interpretation which is being sought to l>e given by you, 
Sir, on the advice of your office is one wTiich we never followed in this 
House. We want the period of notice to be calculated from the day oif 
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which it comes in to the date when actual consideration of a motion is 
taken up, and not up to the first day of the session. It has been always 
so, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In any case I shall look into the matter personally 
but what I would point out to you is this that you contend that even 
after a ballot is taken, a new ballot can be taken with regard to Bills 
that come up later on. I will look into that matter. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir; but I submit again that 
that does not apply to Rills which pass through the Council. There are 
special rules to that effect and we have a convention that Bills which 
are at a more mature stage must be taken up first and if there are a 
number of such Bills, the ballot will be amongst such Bills only. 

Mr, SPEAKER: In any case this Bill cannot come in now. 

Dr, NALIHAK8HA 8AHYAL: It can come in immediately after 
the Council Bills are disposed of. Tlie ballot takes place within the 
group to which a particular class of Bills belong. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. The ballot has been finished. In any case 
it is within my discretion. After the balloted Bills are finished you 
can, Dr. Sanyal, raise your point. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir. the Deputy Speaker was 
functioning for you at that time and he gave his consent. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid I am now helpless. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Then am I to take it that the 
Depiity Speaker when he w’as functioning had no authority given to 
him. If that was so, it wuis a very unfortunate position that the Deputy 
Speaker would neither get any allowance nor would have any authority 
given to him. We should not put up any Deputy Speaker to be treated 
in that perfunctory w’ay. 

Then, Sir, there is another matter to w’hich I should like to refer. 
I find that Mr. Amrita Lai Mandal gave notice of a question without 
indicating the name of the particular Minister to be addressed to. In 
the letter addressed to your oflSce he said that he had drafted his ques- 
tion in the following W’ay, namely, “Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 

of the relevant department etc., and he marked the word 

“relevant” and asked your office to insert the name of the particular 
department in the body of the question. But that question was sent 
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back to him. Previously, we all alon^r had this courtosy from the office 
that wheif a particular member had auy doubt about a particular depart- 
ment or Minister to be addressed to, the office used to insert the name 
of the particular department concerned instead of what your office is 
now doing. If your office is short of hands, certainly it would not be 
a quicker procedure to send ])ack such a question to the member him- 
self when it would be coining back again t'ausing unnecessary delay. 
This, I submit, has nothing to do with your office being short of hands. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is entirely wrong. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is wrong, Sii P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tour statement. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: On a point of order, Sir. I 
tried to draw your attention some time ago to a ver}^ serious matter 
which cast a retleclion on the (’hair but failed to do so. May I now 
draw your attention to 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry it was passed over by me and I do 
not wish to revive it now. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Now, Sir, let me understand my 
position. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The procedure that you are attempting to follow 
is entirely wrong. The procedure we have been following for the last 
two years is quite a different one, and the same procedure is being 
followed all through. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If a member puts in a question 
and has auy doubt as to which department it may relate to, will not your 
office help him? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am not prepared to answer that question at this 
stage. 

Dr. NALINAkSHA SANYAL: Sir, I submit, I have yet another 
point of order. Under the rules members have got to submit certain 
notices at certain hours and we know that during those hours or imme- 
diately before that the Secretary should be present in his office to 
receive the notices thereof and that the main doors should he kept open * 
to enable members to come in. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a point or order. 

(At this stage Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal again rose to his feet to say 
something.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. You cannot obstruct the proceed- 
ings of the House by raising a point order which is not a point of 
order at all. As I have stated I will personally look into this question 
and in view of the present disturbed atmosphere of the House I would 
ask you to wait. I am in the mean time trying to see as to how best 
we can settle these matters. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: On a point of order, Sir. You 
have had the pleasure to tell us that if in your absence the Deputy 
Speaker does something, that is not binding on you. I submit, Sir, it 
is question of privilege to be dealt with by the Privilege Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. 


NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERS’ BILLS. 

The Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1941, by 
Mr. NUR AHMED, M.L.C., as passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Council. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal Public Demands Hecovery (Amendment) Bill, 1941, as 
passed by the (’ouncil, he continue<l under the proviso to rule 19(i^) 
of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: I beg also to move that the Bengal 
Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1941, be taken into 
consideration. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in this connection I am thankful to my friend, 
Mr. Nur Ahmed, M.n.c., for the honour he has done me by giving me 
an opportunity of moving this Bill in this House. This is a Bill which 
has been passed by the Council and has been placed before this House. 
There are some important points in this Billl. It has been said that 
on furnishing sufficient security for attachment of the property of the 
judgment-debtor, the attachment by the certificate officer of the pro- 
perty shall be cancelled from the date on which such security is 
accepted by the certificate officer. In section 4 it is stated that no 
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order of ^arrest or detention in the ciri] prison of such a judg’ment- 
debtor in execution of ilie certificate shall be made unless an oppor- 
tunity of showing cause has been given to the judgment-debtor. Then 
if the Certificate Officer becomes satisfied that the judgment-<lebtor is 
likely to abscond or lias dishonestly transferred or concealed or removed 
any part of his moveable property or if the judgment -debtor has the 
means of paying the amount for which this certificate was issued and 
he refuses or neglects to pay the same amount, then and then only the 
Certificate Officer can order for arrest or detention of the judgment- 
debtor in civil prison. 

The other amendments are only of some formal nature. In section 4 
an insertion has been made after the words “as the court may allow 
not exceeding (ij per cent, per annum”. That is with respect to 
interest and it was not mentioned in the original Hill, and the remain- 
ing sections dealing with sections (», 7, 8 and others are of a formal 
nature. 1 think, Sir, this is an imiiortunt matter and should be passed 
by the As.^embly. 

With these w(jrds, Sir, 1 beg to commend this motion to the House 
for acceptance. 

The motion of Mr. Mirza Abdul Hafiz that the Bengal Public 
Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 11)41, be taken into considera- 
tion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clauses 1, 2, 8, 4, o, G, 7 and 8 stand part of the 
Bill was then put and agred to. 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, I beg leave to move that the 
Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment j Bill, 1941, as settled 
in the Assembly, be pa.ssed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Land Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1940, by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed, M.L.C., as passed by the Bengal Legislative Council. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is an identical Bill with one sponsored by 
Mr. Abdul Majid and which has been passed, and as such the motion 
is not proper at this stage. Having passed one Bill we cannot con- 
tinue passing another Bill till the question of his Bill is settled. This 
Bill will, therefore, stand over but we wdll follow it up in case His* 
Excellency does not give his consent to the other Bill. 
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' The Calcutta Tenancy Bill, 1941. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to moye that the 
Calcutta Tenancy Bill, 1941, be continued under the proviso to rule 
19(2) of the Bengal Legislative AssemMy Procedure Rules. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move that the said 
Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department,^ 

(2) Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, 

(d) Babu Narendra Narayan Chakravarti, 

(4) Mr. Sibnath Banerjee, 

(5) Mr. Pramatha Ranjan Thakur, 

(G) Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas, 

(7) Mrs. Hasina Murshed, m.b.k., 

(8) Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar, 

(9) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Syed Muhammad Afzal. 

(10) Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee, 

(11) Mr. A. M. A. Zaman, 

(12) Mr. Charu Chandra Roy, 

(13) Mr. Syed Mustagawsal Haque, 

(14) Mr. G. Morgan, c.i.e., 

(15) Maharaja Sashi Kanta Acharyya Choudhury, of Muktagacha, 

Mymensingh, 

(16) Mr. Amrita Lai Mandal, and 

(17) Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose (the mover), 

with instructions to submit their report by June 30, 1942, the number 
of members forming the quorum being five. 

Sir, it is known to you all that the Bill was circulated to elicit 
public opinion thereon. Several notable institutions, namely, the 
Bengal Landlords’ Association, the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the 
Indian Merchants’ Association, the European Association of Calcutta; 
Branch, who are interested in the matter, have expressed their opinions 
in various ways. I would like to deal with the matter one by one if 
time permits. First of all, let me discuss the opinion of the Bengal 
Landholders’ Association. Though I do not agree with their opinion 
and outlook I have got some satisfaction to note that the Association 
has, to some extent, agreed to my proposal. My main contention was 
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I0t to oject a tenant with a short notice of 15 daj’'8 or one month. And 
I propose in chapter 3(2) of the Bill that where a tenant has taken 
lease of a house or land or portion of a house or land for business pur- 
poses and carries on business therein, he shall not be liable to ejectment 
except by two years’ notice in ordinary circumstances and by three 
years’ notice if he has been in occupancy for more than eight years. 

The Landholders’ Association propose to give six months’ notice 
instead of two years and they suggest one year’s notice instead of three 
years. Here may I draw the attention of the House tlirough you and 
assert that I have got my point supported by an important association, 
I mean the Landholders’ Association, whose interests are diametrically 
opposed to those of the tenants, whose cause 1 espouse. Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, whether it is a notice of six months or one year or two is a question 
of detail to be discussed in the Select (’omniittee. 1 have much 
pleasure to note that the Association have accepted the principle of not 
ejecting a tenant with a short notice of lo days or one month. So far 
about the Landholders’ Association. 

Now, Sir, let me deal with the opinions expressed by the European 
Association and the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. Both the Asso- 
ciations, so far as 1 have been able to understand, want to know the 
opinion of the committee which w'as apiminted on the Isi August 1938, 
by the Government of Bengal to investigate into the rights of the 
tenants of non-agricultural lands in the province and to make recom- 
mendation as to wliat cun be done to protect the tenants from eviction 
at the will of the landlords. 

Mr, Speaker, Sir, I find nothing objectionable about the proposal. 
The rei)ort of the Non-agricultural liund Enquiry Committee has been 
published for a considerable period of time and we all know what their 
recommendations are. The Government got the report about six 
months back. If the European A8.socjation, the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce and the Government of Bengal agrt^e to HUpp(»rt the 
elementary recommendations of tlie said Committee, they ought to 
support my Bill. It is not possible to discuss each and every item of 
recommendation of the said Committee. But it can be frankly and 
emphatically said that the Committee upholds all jirovisions of my Bill. 

* In discussing the Calcutta Tenancy Bill, 1941, let me be very frank 
to speak out in a very clear-cut language that this is a Bill meant for 
the middle class people of Bengal. If the Bengal Tenancy Act, with 
its various amendments has been able to establish the rights of the 
tenants of Bengal, it will be no exaggeration to say that the Calcutta 
tenancy Bill if accepted by the House will go a long way to remove the 
long-felt grievances of the middle cla.ss people of Bengal. 

Before I enter into the details let me point out a few facts which 
have been deliberately misinterpreted by the vested interests of 
Calcutta. Who are tenants of Calcutta? Is it not a fact that many^ 
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people whose hearths and homes are in different districts of Bengal 
come to Calcutta and live here as tenants? In a word, the mufa.ssil 
people of Bengal hailing from different districts settle down here in 
Calcutta as tenants. Out of the 21 lakhs of population in Calcutta, it 
will he no exaggeration to say thal 18 lakhs or more have not got 
houses of their own in Calcutta and they live here as tenants. Taking 
advanluge of this situation the landlords of Calcutta enhance rents at 
their sweet will and eject the tenants who may he unwilling or unable 
to pay the enhanced rentSs- The present law which goes against all 
sense of decency and justice, which has got no parallel of its own in 
any part of the world, provides the landlord with the power to eject 
a tenant hy giving only fifteen days’ notice without showing any reason 
whatsoever. However old a tenant may he, however reguljir the pay- 
ment may he, the landlord has the umjueMtionahle right to eject a 
tenant without assigning any cause whatever. Thus the Calcutta 
tenants live absolutely at the mercy of the fastidious landlords. 

Ivet it he clear again that when T am speaking of the landlords of 
Calcutta I do not mean those gentlemen who have got only one house 
for their residential purpose and who may set ajiart a portion theredi 
for a residential tenant. I would like to draw tlie attention of the 
Government to the oppressions and tyrannies that are going on in this 
city of Calcutta and that the middle class Bengalee youths are subject 
to. 

IJonest, able and highly educated youths of Bengal after having 
knocked at various doors for the sake of an emj)loyment, when they do 
not find any other avenue whatever, they come to Calcutta with a small 
capital varying from Ks. 500, Ks. 1,000 to Ks. 5,000 or Hs. 10,000 
maximum to start some business in order to eke out an existence. 
The moment they come to the mercantile area, to their utter surprise 
they find that the rent of the business premises is abnormally high and 
since they have no choice of their own in the matter they enter into a 
contract with the landlord and settle down there. Let me here quote 
a few lines from the rejmrt of the Non-agricultural Tjaiul Enquiry Com- 
mittee: “It is true, as already pointed out, that the tenants enter into 
these contracts with their eyes open, but in many cases the proverb 
‘beggars can’t be choosers’, seems to apply, and it will have to be con-* 
sidered whether, and if so, how tenants should be prevented from enter- 
ing into contracts which are and may in certain events turn out to be 
inequitable. In this connection it should be remembered that land is ^ 
a class of commodity of which the ownership has somehow passed into 
the hands of a limited number of people though its use is essential for 
every living soul. There has thus arisen a monopoly condition in the 
matter of distribution of this very important commodity, essential 
for the existence of the people in general, and the so-called freedom of 
contract is largely illusory.” 
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What has been iaid about the non-agricultural tenants outside 
Calcutta is equallj^ true about and is equally applicable to the tenants 
of Calcutta. Tenancy le<?islation in Calcutta is not a new incident. 
Duriiif!^ the last war the then (lovernment of Bengal brought forward 
the Calcutta Rent Act to protect the tenants from the opt)ressions of 
landlords. They appointeil a Controller (d Rent, fixed up standarti 
rent ainl prevented ejectment of tenants without sufHcitmt cause. In 
those days the Calcutta landlords could not enhance rents under threat 
of ejectment as they actuall}’ do nowadays. The landlords of Calcutta 
had not then the right to exact huge amount from the tenants by way 
of sclaini. But today 1 have got to narrate a different tale. Ttnlay 
the landlords are enhancing rents by leaps and bounds under the threat 
of ejectment and businessmen \Oif> have establisiHMl their business and 
go<^)dwill in one place find it extremely difficult to shift and are com- 
pelled to pay the enlianced rent, threatened as they ba])]>en to be with 
ejectment in case of their disagreeing fo pay. Until either the ('alcutta 
Rent Act is re-enacted or a fresh legislation is made to protect the 
tenants fro 4 n the un([uenchable avarice of the landlords, the tenants 
are absolutely at the mercy of the lamllords. Now, what will be our 
attitude y Slioiild wc leave the tenants at the mercy of the landlords 
to be drifted away to some unknown slo^re where they find themselves 
entangled and embarrassed in such a way that their business comes to 
a stand-still Incidents of this nature are occurring from <lay to day 
and in these bard da\s it is now long overdue that the (Government 
ought to come forward with a piece of legislation or accept this* Bill 
with necessary amendments. Have we ever lieard of any legislation 
in any part of this world that empowers a landlord to eje(!t a tenant by 
giving only fifteen du^s’ notice although the tenant has lieen paying 
rents regularly without any default whatsoever This sort of 
“Zeniindari” attitude is an exception in Calcutta alone. 


You will be surprised to learn that the Calcutta landlords not only 
enhance the rent under threat of ejectment, they exact huge umount 
of salami from time to time. A few months back in connection with 
my question with regard to the condition of the (Calcutta tenants, one 
Assistant Secretary of the Local Self-(iovernment Department request- 
ed me to furnish him with some bona fide cases who have been 
subjected to oppression by the landlords. 1 accompanied him to 
t several shops. He recorded the enhancement of rent and the way 
salami was exacted. Sir, I can quote instances. I can mention the 
names of many parties, but I think this is not the proper place where 
I can dwell upon all these things at great length. The instances are 
innum^ble. There are prominent merchants who are being subjected 
to such oppression but simply out of fear of ejectment these tenants do 
not venture to speak out the grievance. If the Government today order ^ 
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to stop ejectment temporarily for five years and invites the records of 
iaJrnni and other oppression, I can assure you that a large number of 
oases will be recorded. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to draw the attention of the House 
to some facts. The people of Calcutta think that ejectment has become 
a normal procedure and the landlords have been, had been and will be 
entitled to eject a tenant at their sweet will by giving only 15 days’ 
notice. Sir, in this very Province in the year 1920 the Government 
passed the Calcutta Kent Act, 1920. Here is a copy with me. I will 
read' a few provisions of the Calcutta Rent Act, 1920, which will dispel 
the idea of the landlords that they were in a position to eject a tenant 
at their sweet will. At page 7 of the Calcutta Kent Act, 1920, 
clause 15, there was provision for a Controller who was empowered to 
fix up the rent that tlie tenant should give and the landlord should 
submit to the decision of that Controller, but today there is no such 
office, there is no sucli officer, to whom the tenant can represent his 
case to decide whether the rent is abnormally high or not. Sir, I would 
also like to draw your attention to page 5, clause 9 of the (Mlcutta Kei^t 
Act, which reads thus: “It shall not be lawful for any person in 
consideration of the grant, renew'al, or continuance of a tenancy of any 
premises, to require the payment of any fine, premium, or any other 
like sum in addition to the rent.” Here comes the question of salami. 
Today the landlords of Calcutta are exacting salami from the tenants 
and that salami amounts to several lakhs of rupees. These several 
lakhs of rupees are being exacted from the tenants of Calcutta. 

Sir, I shall read further: “w'here any such payment has been made 
after the date of the commencement of this Act, the amount shall be 
recoverable by the tenant by whom it was made from the landlord, and 
may, without prejudice to any other method of recovery, be deducted 
from any rent payable by him to the landlord”. Sir, there was pro- 
vision to recover that amount of salami from the landlord. The 
legislation was such. 

Sir, I would further like to draw your attention to clause 11 where 
the provision was like this: — 

“Notwithstanding anything contained in the Transfer of Property 
Act, 1882, the Presidency Small Cause Courts Act, 1882, or 
the Indian Contract Act, 1872, no order or decree for tEb 
recx)very of possession of any premises shall l^e made so long 
as the tenant pays rent to the full extent allowable by this 
Act and performs the conditions of the tenancy.” 

Now, Sir, look at the difference. In the year 1920, if the tenants 
paid rents regularly the landlords could not eject them but today in 
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the name of Transfer of Property Act, 1882, the landlord is in a posi- 
tion to eject his tenant by g^iving 15 days’ notice although the tenant 
may have been paying his rent regularly. Here I would like to draw 
your attention to clause 19 (I) of the same Act which reads thus:— 

“19(7). Whoever knowingly receives, whether directly or in- 
directly, on account of the rent of any premises any sum in 
excess of the standard rent or any fine, premium, or any 
other like sum in addition to the standard rent, except as 
provided in section 10, shall, on the complaint of the party 
aggrieved, be liable, on the first occasion, to a fine which 
may extend to five hundred rupees, and on a second or subse- 
quent occasion, in regard to the same, or any other 
premises, to a fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, 
to be imposed, after summary inquiry, by the President of 
the Tribunal, or the principal Civil Court, as the case may 
be.” 

• 

Sir, we can thus see in clear broad daylight that for any salami 
which the landlords have exacted from the tenant they would be liable 
to pay, in the first instance, Rs. 500 as fine and on subsequent occasions 
Rs. 1,000 as fine. These were the provisions made in 1920 by the then 
(fovernment but what do we see to-day*:' The landlords are exacting 
salaniif! from business people and these business people do not venture 
to give publicity to these salamis because of the fear that they will be 
ejected b> their landlords after giving 15 days’ notice. In all fairnes* 
and justice, I would reiiuest the House to take necessary steps to do 
the needful in the matter. 

Sir, if the Government of Bengal in the year 1920 could give such 
legislation to the j)eople, are we to think, that the popular Government, 
are we to think that the Progressive As.sembly Party, are we to think 
that the Congress Party today will be lagging l)ehrud to give protec- 
tion to the tenants? Sir, it is a legitimate claim of the tenants of 
Calcutta and it is overdue. I hope that the Government will rise tq 
the occasion and control the landlords of Calcutta, those who are exploit- 
ing the tenants of Calcutta for so many years and those who ‘have 
accumulated lakhs of rupees by way of salami and this sort of zoolum. 

I hope that the House will consider the whole situation. 

I would lik6 further to draw the attention of the House to the fact 
that the previous Ministry also accepted this principle and introduced a 
Bill, I mean, the Bengal Non-agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1941. In the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons of that Bill they said : 

“Government have considered the Report of the Non-agricultural • 
Land Enquiry Committee and are of the opinion that notwithstanding 
32 
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tile pxo’viftions of tlie Transfer of Property Act, 1882, the non-agricnl- 
tural tenants who hold lands under a lease for residential, biwiness, 
manufacturing or other purposes are in need of better security. It is 
obvious, however, that the degree of protection cannot be the same for 
all classes of tenants and it has been considered necessary to make a 
distinction between tenancies.’* 


Sir, the Government have accepted this principle. Simply because 
of that pre-historic Act, I mean the Transfer of ProjTerty Act, 1882, 
the tenants numbering 18 or 20 lakhs f)f i)eoi)le in Calcutta cannot be 
left at the mercy of a few landlords and be subjected to abnormal 
tyranny of vari()U8 landlord.s. Now that the principle has been accepted 
and I understand that the Government is considering the matter, I would 
like to draw the latteiition of the public outside through you that the 
situation has changed with the formation of the new Ministry. With 
a Congressnian in charge of the Judicial portfolio and with the approval 
of the lion’ hie Mr. A. K. Fazlul lliuj, the leader of the Projas, now the 
tenants of (’alcutta will have a new lite and a new idwlogy. The 
tenants of Calcutta numbering 20 lakhs of people and even Bengal us 
a whole, the people of the mofussil who come to Calcutta and settle 
down from time to time will be able to understand that the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul illuq by accepting the provisions of the Calcutta 
Tenancy Bill is espousing the cause of the tenants. He will thus prove 
that he stands for the ideology that the Congress stands for and the 
Hon’blo Mr. P. N. Banerjee by suj>porling this Bill will jirove that he 
stands for the he»\ interest of the tenants of Calcutta — Hindus and 
Muhammadans alike. We have got to give proof to the people that 
the Ministry has come for a change, a change for a better state of things, 
and change for the i>eople, a change for the tenants and a change for 
the labourers. I would like to .see that the Hon’ble Minister will go 
further during the next session and consider the position of the poor 
people in Culcuttj^, the people who cannot live in palatial buildings, 
jH?ople who cannot build structures of their own and people who are 
subjected to innumerable difficulties, pwple living in Bustees, whose 
latrines, hearths and homes are dirty and unclean must be jirotected 
without any distinction whatsoever. We, the Congress members here 
and the meml)er8 of. the Progressive Coalition Assembly Party will give 
proof that w'e stand for the people, that we stand for the tenants, that 
we stand for Hindus, Muslims and Christians alike. lyet the people 
realise that we stand for the rights of the poor, for the rights of the 
oppressed regardless of the feelings of the zemindars and proprietors 
of Calcutta. Landlords are enjoying the fruits still now and I hope 
they will come forward of their own accord to the help of these tenants. 
I would like to appeal to them to come with a broad outlook in the year 
1942 with good grace if they want to live, if they want to exist and if 
they want to identify themselves with the people in general. 
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With these observations I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the Hon*ble Minister in charge of this Department. Sir, before J 
resume my seat, I would like to say a word to the European group. 
“You are no better than tenants of Calcutta. Very few of you have 
got your own houses. For your own mercantile buildings and fnr your 
residential buildings you are paying high rent which the landlords are 
exacting from you. If you support this Bill your rent will not l>e 
enhanced. You are as much interested in this Bill as tlie |><)or jieople of 
Calcutta. It may be that you live in good and palatial buildings and 
not in lanes and bye-lanes, but the ([uestion of rent is probably the same 
to you. You have got to pay a rent which is not justified. The 
Calcutta landlords jnirchased the lands bP \ears back or ()0 years 
buck at 50 rupees |H‘r cottah and tralay they are selling at Rs. 5,000 
per cottah. There were places in Clive Street of Calcutta where 
jackals were howling. In that \er\ Clive Stn^et one cottah of land is 
now being sold at Bs. 50, IKK). You are pacing abnormal rents to tht‘sp 
landlords — w’hoever th(‘v ina\ be, Hindus. Muslims, .lows or Christians. 
These landhirds taking advantage of the lands purchased 5t) \ears bat*k 
are exacting abnormal rents from you. You should not submit to that. 
You should Jiot gi\e this sort of indulgence. You shouhl sci* to your 
own interest that the rents come down, that the rents are not abnormal 
and that the rents are fair and just.” There should be a fair and e(|uit- 
able adjustment of rent. In this city they are enjoying an unearned 
increment because 50 years Iwick some grandfathers jmrchased lauds 
at Rs. 50 per cottah and the grandsons are getting Hs. 50,'(MM) i>er 
cottah. 

It is abominable: it is detestable. If those grandsons have got any 
sense in them, if they have got an\ humanity in them, if they have got 
any sense of justice in them, 1 am sure th(*y will rise uj) to the occasion 
and support me. I do not sav that the* landlord should bi’ deprived of 
his rent: far Irom that. Vested interest. s <d Calcutta hav(« gi\en jm!)- 
licity that Mr Atul Krishna (ihose is trsing to de])rive the landlords 
of their due rents: it is untrue; it is unfair. Wliat 1 am trying to do 
is to come to an eciuitable, ju.st and fair settlement just to give some 
relief to the tenants of Calcutta a.s a whole, composed of 18 lakhs of 
people, exactions from whom have made the jmekets of a few rich land- 
lords unduly heavy. I would W very very grateful if the Maharaja 
of Mymensingh, the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan and the 
Maharaja of Cossimbazar would give their support to this Bill. That 
will be a sure j^roof that they realise the hard lot of the tenants. Have 
you ever heard of ejecting a tenant by giving him only 15 day»* noticed 
The tenant was paying his rent regularly for the last twenty yeaxs, 
but still the landlord came and asked him, “Will you give me Rs. 50 
more per month?’* The tenant was served with a notic'e to vacate the 
house and there was nothing to jwotoct the poor tenant from being^ 
evicted . He may be paying his rent regularly and still he can be 
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ejected. The poor teaant who had in the course of the last ten years 
spent a lot of money for his establishment can be evicted by one notice 
of ejectment of the landlord. The tenant proposed to pay Rs. 20 more 
per month, but the landlord in question was not prepared to take a 
copper less than Rs. 50. Just to save his business, prestige, his honour 
and his credit the tenant ultimately agreed to pay Rs. 50 more per 
month. Such is the zulum, Sir, of some landlords in Calcutta. I can 
cite hundreds of such instances. And from such oppression there is 
no provision to save the poor tenant of Calcutta. Sir, I am thankful 
to the then Secretary of the Local Self-Government Department, 
Mr. Nurannabi Chaudhuri, who helped me by deputing his Assistant 
Secretary to enquire into such cases. If I remember aright, 
Mr. Basanta Kumar Banerjee is his name and I took him to several 
shops and he took notes of statements made by the owners of those 
•hops 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I rise on a point of order, Sir. 
I ask for your ruling on the point as to whether the honourable member 
can discuss these details which do not come under the purview of general 
provisions. Besides that, Sir, he is guilty also of repetitions. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: 1 am grateful to ray most esteem- 
ed friend, Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, who has raised this point of order 
w'ith a view, I think, to bring me back to the order which he is now 
representing. The onler of tenancy legislation and the order of the 
outlook of Mr. Datta are altogether different today and that is why he 
is raising a {mint of order, that is why he is interrupting me. He wanta 
that I shall follow his order, but, Sir, the old order is changing yielding 
place to new and I may tell my friend, Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, that 
he is sifting by the side of a section of people who want to come to the 
front line today with their help w’hen the motion is going to be accepted 
by Government. So, he can understand that the old order has changed 
yielding place to new and, as such, my remarks are going to upset him. 
Had it lx»eu the previous order I would have submitted to his point of 
order, Sir, but that order has changed and the whole situation is going 
to l)e changed and I will ask him to wait for a couple of months more, 
when, new order, new’ state of affairs will evolve 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou ask us to wait for a couple of months more; 
• 0 , you will find it and you need not worry about it. 

MmiIyi ABUL HASHIM: On a point of order, Sir. The honourable 
member has all the while been addressing the members on this side of 
the House direct. He was not addressing the Chair. Is he entitled to 

do 80 r 
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Mr* SPEAKER: Please address me, Mr. Ghose. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HHA GHOSE: Thank you, Sir. 

This second point of order has come in its natural course and let me 
proceed with my speech in my own order, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Go on: go on: buck up! 

Mr. SPEAKER: May 1 ask you, Dr. Sanyal, to behave properly in 
the House? You must not shout in that fashion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But other people were also shouting. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I wish, Dr. Sanyal, you understood the difference 
between other people’s shouting, “Go on” and your shouting, “Go 
on”. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: The tenants of Calcutta are not 
necessarily the pennanent residents of ('alcuita. People from the 
raofussil from time to time come to ('alcutta for the puri>ose of business, 
for temporary residential ]»ur|K)seH and also for various other purjwses. 
So, this Bill is a Bill in which all the people of Bengal are interested 
and, as such, I would like to draw the attention of this House to the 
point that every mofussil iuemlM*r of this House should give his support 
to this Bill. 

With these few words, Sir, I move that the Bill he referred to the 
Select Committee, as suggested already. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, after the very 
convincing speech of my e.steemed friend, Mr. Atnl Krishna (ihose, 
combined with the most violent freaks to convince the honourable 
members of the most atrocious conduct of the landlords of ('alcutta, we 
are so thoroughly convinced that we expect the Hon ’hie Minister con- 
cerned not to shelve it or shove it off to a future date. Our experience 
of such Select Committee is rather unfortunate. Whenever Select 
Committees are accepted for private Bills they are sought to he slielved. 
That has been the fate of the Bengal Village Self-Govennnent (Amend- 
ment) Bill: that has been the fate of the Widows’ Home Bill. 1 would 
very respectfully request Mr. Ghose and his friends on that side of the 
House to prcfis Government, of which they seem to think they are the 
masters, glorious masters, who can make the Government move as 
they like, to proceed with the adoption of the Bill immediately and 
without any further delay. 

Sir, I am one of those who would not brook delay when mattera 
require immediate attention. Sir, my friend Mr. Atul Krishna Ghosf 
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has painted the house-owners of Calcutta black. There are some dark- 
complexioned owners — and I am one of the humble owners who lives in 
his own house — and there are some fair-complexioned owners also of 
different sexes. There are owners, Sir, who cannot even realise the 
rent because the tenants have got a very good habit of leaving the house 
after the owner of the house has the temerity to demand rent, even 
though the rent has not been paid for one year or more. The poor 
owner is most atrocious in his demand l>ecause he goes' and begs the 
tenant to leave the house' so that he may not incur any further loss — 
it is an atrocious conduct in a moment like this, when houses can be 
commandeered by Mr. B. R. Sen's department, that any owner of the 
house should expect any rent at all. 

Sir, I most sincerely believe that my friend should now press the 
motion foi- consideration and not conceive the idea of referring it back 
to Select Committee. But there is one difficulty. Sir, I had occasion 
to glance through the provisions of the Bill as drafted by my esteemed 
friend. 1 have great r(‘.s]>ect for his fonuisic abilities but, Sir, whether 
the drafting of the Bill has been within the four cornerA of legaj 
knowledge, my friends, particularly the Hon’ble Minister who had l)een 
the Ib'incipal of the Law College, will be in a j>osition to judge. Sir, 
the object of the Bill is glorious, but when such glorious objects are 
sponsored by certain enthusiasts and when such glorious objects 
inspire members to deliver su(‘h speeches, it is only fair for meml>ers to 
seek advice or guidance of some jht.soii or |iersons who might be help- 
ful in drafting Bills properly. 

Sir. with these words I ask the member concerned to go on and 
procee<l with the consideration of the Bill clau.se by clause, so that wo 
can on the floor of the Mouse know how very wonderfully the Bill has 
been drafted and the Mon'ble Minister in charge may be in a position 
to justify every clause that is there and honourable members will have 
the pleasure of ])assing this through with the majority on their side. 


Mauivi ABUL HABHIM: Sir, I do not want to take more than a 
minute of your most valuable time. 1 would like just to draw the atten- 
tion of my esteemed friend Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose to a few points that 
he was pleased to <iiscuss. 

Sir, my friend api)ears to arrogate to himself and his party the 
monopoly of sympathy for the tenants of Caltutta. I rise to give my 
8upi>ort to my friend, but, Sir, I found in his sjwech that more than half 
of the speech dealt with the difficulties of the merchants of Calcutta 
as against the landlords. It is not for that that I give my support. I 
8Up|>ort him because I feel that poorer |x»ople are in difficulty and it 
is the sympathy for them for which I give him my support. As to the 
lyjerchant classes I feel that they are as much capitalists and exploiters 
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as the landlords are. Therefore, I would rather prefer to leave that 
thing to be decided by the two classes of exploiters — landlords and 
merchants. 

Sir, in the course of his speech he said that there would be no diffi- 
culty in getting this Bill through as his party has got Congress Ministers 
in the Cabinet. But, Sir, unfortunately I do not find any Congressmen 
in the Cabinet. I find Congressmen on my right here, if Official Con- 
gress is the real Congress in the country. (Mr. P. B.\NF.uJt : They are 
rebels.) But so far as we are concerned, we do not find any (^>ngresR- 
men in the Cabinet, far less as Minister of the Bevemie Department. 

Again, Sir, referring to the previous (Tovernment , my friend was 
pleased to state that there has been a change of order and new things 
will happen, but in cour.se of his sj>eech he himself admitted that the 
previous Goveniment accepted the principle underlying this Bill, and 
therefore I do not understand what was the implication of his referring 
to the new order that he claims to introdui'e in this country. 

Sir, with these words I conclude my speech and give my support 
tg my frienfl over there for the redress of grievances of the jamn'r sec- 
tion of the tenants of Calcutta and not exactly for the merchants as 
against zemindars. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Sir. I support the motion that 
has been abl\ mo\ed b\ m\ friend Mr. Atul Krishna Chose. But 1 
raised the |>oint of order so that the oth(‘r motions may come in. 1 have 
got sympathy for the {Kiorer peojde of ('alcutta. 1 have got sympathy 
for the poorer tenants of the mofassal. I am afraid. Sir, that if this 
motion he ])r<)longed on who h -tlnu'e can be no difiVrencc' of opinion, the 
other motions will not come in which deal with the conditions of the 
poorer tenants of th<‘ juoviiK'c. Witli that obj<*ct in view I raised the 
point of order, but 1 have full .sympathy with its ohje(‘ts. 1 like to 
support the motion. 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, if I proceed now to 
say that I rise to .support this bill wholeheartedly it is not because I 
have got any grievance against the merchant clasH or the landlords. 
It is the poor and the middle classes that are suffering greatly at the? 
hands of the landlords. We do not grudge to pay rent; it is reasonable 
to pay rent. When a man has spent money in putting up a house he is 
entitled to expect a return for the capital which he expended, hut what 
we do not like |ind what we grumble at is that he is not entitled to more 
than a reasonable rent. He cannot go on increasing that rent year 
after ypar almost to a breaking point and squeezing out the means and 
the life and energy of the tenant. 

Sir, the people who suffer greatly in this matter m the town of 
Calcutta are Anglo-Indians and domiciled Fmropeans who are exploited 
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by these landlords. They know that they have to conform to a certain 
mode of living and because of this they are exploited to a very great 
extent. It is this, Sir, that we do not want and which we want to 
put an end to. There was a time when the Rent Act afforded some 
relief but that Rent Act has ceased to exist and now under the law we 
find that only 16 days’ time is given to the tenant to vacate and remove 
his property. In the olden days notice of a calendar month was 
essential for the ejectment of a tenant in Calcutta. But now a new 
decision of the High Court has made the notice period 15 clear days 
ending with the month. This, Sir, is a very great hardship and it is 
but right and equitable that the people of Calcutta should be relieved 
from this great burden and distress. It is not right that the Act of 
1882, which provided for other conditions and catered for a different set 
of circumstances in Calcutta, should be permitted to continue and that 
we should now in the year 1942 submit to a law which existed so long 
ago and which does not work reasonably and equitably in these days. 

Therefore, Sir, I have much pleasure in supporting this Bill and I 
would ask the Government kindly to consider this matter earnestly and 
to give some relief to the middle class inhabitants of Calcutta. 

Mr. <1. R. WALKER: Mr. Speaker, we are in favour of rent control 
in Calcutta in the present emergency and therefore we do not ojipose 
the j)rinciple of the Bill which has now' been j)ut forward. We do, how- 
ever, consider that its terms recpiire very careful consideration and that 
the best way we think of dealing wdth this matter would he to apjdy the 
rent control to Calcutta in the same way as it is done in Darjeeling and 
other places. 

Dr. NALINAK&HA 8ANYAL: What about rent supplementing? 
Houses are going very cheaj) in Calcutta now. I (>an offer one to you. 
Will you have it? (Laughter.) 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I congratulate 
Mr. Ohose on his sponsoring a Bill like this, particularly on his success 
in inducing Government to accept the principle of this Bill. But his 
hopes, Sir, may ultimately prove to be illusory’, because, as has already 
been pointed out, the Bill is drafted in a manner which will be found 
to he extremely unsatisfactory when it is considered in the Select Com- 
mittee stage and I am almost certain that Government will come 
forward later on with a plea that this Bill is not aocei)table and they 
will take time to introduce another Bill. From this point of view, I 
think it would have been a more straightforward course for Government 
to come forward with a Bill of their own. However this does not mean 
that we do not support this Bill. I accord my wholehearted support 
to the principle of the Bill. 
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I would like to draw the attention of the ministerial party and the 
Government to one small thing. In proposing names for the Select 
Committee, the Opposition has been very shabbily treated. So far as 
our party is concerned, only one name from our party has been 
suggested. (Maulvi Abu Hossain Sabkak: But you form a very small 
group.) This was not the practice previously. Of course, it may be 
said that we have not tabled any amendments, but. Sir, amendments 
have no chance of being carried unless they are accepted by the 
ministerial party. As this Bill is going to be accepted by Government, 
I think that it was the business of Government to draw the attention 
of the member-in-charge to this matter or themselves to table a motion 
so that the different sections of the House might be equitably represented 
on the Select Committee. I do not know why my friends are raising 
objection to a proposal like this. In a Bill which is acceptable to the 
House in general, unless all sections of the House are represented 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: T had been to Mr. Shahabuddin 
and requested him to give me the names of his party members. So, you 
cAnnot say that we did not apj)roach you. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Sir, my friend knows the names of 
meml>ers of all sections of the House, but the names are not there. 
What T want to draw the attention of the House to is that in future T 
hope that Government and the ministerial party will have ii better 
sense of responsibility, so far as this matter is concerned. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : \ 

^ i 

oppose ^ 

difficultyc^ ^ J ''.’’T I 

Ministry formed ^ 

^ oppose, supported ^ I 



Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: On a point of order, Sir. My friend 
over there Mr. Zaman has said “ I** 

he aware that our party is duly authorised? Is be entitled to ca.st such 
reflection on our party? He has no right to .say that and he should 
withdraw the expression. 

Mr. SPEAKER. You have contradicted him. So, the matter ends 
there. 
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Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : ^ lil# soRTcf ^ ^ 

^ Ministry formation^^ ^ TFum 

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : ^ m fe? ^ C? 

a opposition side CTOs 'Q?! TO TOC^ ^ vctT^T C®rC^ 

?R, vi]|^ iTtft I 

frfhr ftcsT? support ^ ’JT 

»rTO ^iic^ ^pjr^ group C’TO, party cTO 

support I '^IWOT ^7l5ra ^ tpen TOCf 

^ TO TO to TO^, ^ ^ TO^l 

CH TO C^ C^ ^ C^tiS'-f 4rTO 24 hours ^ 3 daysij? 

CEv 

^^TT ’TO C^ TO CW5 TO I ^ WtTO TO 

to? ?’r5TTO TOTO ?^toTTO ?tto to c^>TOt? fro, 
8?^ ^ TO to^ I (7Tto3 TO1 TO ?1 I to? 

??TO 'to '41^ 'sTOf? C^ ? ^TO^ TOf^ 'Q* ?1 ’njTTO 

TO TOTt? TO OT^I TO?f? I ^f? TOf? ^tTOOT TOr?t? CTO ?5T f^ 
Tot ^ fjrf^ TO cTOfe '^rt^l^t?! f?^ oppose ?1, CTO? 

?^?? TO CTO? ?i , ?i -ii ?7i (??Fti?TO I ^totTO 5 'm 

directly ?i indirectly ?to ?CTO? ^5fto? to to TO?^ TOff? TO I 
CTOt? TO?1 ; Legislaturooq TOTTS ^f? 1 (7f^?T f^“N C^tC? 

?l^nt5T TOTTO C? f%f? (71? TO ?1 TO? C? fef? ^ 

Legislator ?t^ I he is not our master if]?* c? TOf 

C? ’ft^TtC?? COT' ’Tt^fTt? ^?tt? ^C<IC^, TOl 

<75tcfe ^CTO^, ^t?) noiuinationj] f? 1 further request, 

C? fV| TO C?tr? C^TOt? ?^’to? ?1 I il ^ ?1 C?TO 
'Jp '5tC? opposition c??t? C5Sl ?1 C?^IC? ^ 'ofC? C? ?’?! ??t? C?&1 

m ?5j;rT5 c^h TO?(" 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL, Sir, I am grateful that my friend 
Mr. Zaman has advised me to learn to speak in a gentlemanlike fashion. 

I shall follow and eijiulate his manners. 


Mr. SPEAKER: In any case I am very happy to hear it. 
,( Laugh ter.) 
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The Hon’hle Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANER4EE: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, when Mr. Gladstone at the second general election in England 
was beaten by Mr. Disraeli, some humorist said that his party had been 
drowned by gin and beer. Well, in this Assembly, the majority of the 
members are prohibitionists. But this morning the Revenue Minister 
of the Government has been drowned on the one band by the torrential 
eloquence of the learned mover of the motion and on the otlier hand by 
the pugilistic political activities of my honourable friend Dr. Sanyal. 
Mr. Zaman is very wrong. Dr. Sanyal is not a master. He is a 
doctor. Various points of view have been raised with referenee to the 
question of the Bill which has been moved by honouraible friend 
Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose. Tliis Government does not deny the credit 
due to the past Government as the allegation has been made that the 
[>rinci])le of this Bill was a<‘cepted by the j)ast Governn\ent, 

Mr. TAMIZUDDiN KHAN: It was not. How could it be? 

^The Horfble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I can follow 
the short speec'h of my honourable friend Mr. Walker. The rent 
control order, it is true, relates to the whole province of Bengal includ- 
ing Calcutta, but the (piestion which the honourable mover of this Bill 
seeks to raise this morning is not the (juestion of rent contnd but the 
question (»f regulation of what he (*alls the arbitrary methods adopted 
by landlords in the matter of ejectment of tenants particularly those 
tenants from business ])remises who have been in long occupation of 
those premises and liave carried on their avocations of life. Whether 
or not it is possible to is^ue executive orders under the D(*f(*nce of India 
Rules for a temiiorary purpo.ses is a question to which 1 ha\e not yet 
ajjfilied my mind. Sir, the objects and reasons of the Bill have been 
set forth in the Hoiride ^fr. Ghose’s statement of Objects and Reasons. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: He i>^ not yet honourable though not 
dishonourable. 

The Hon’We Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Kvery member 
of thi.s House is not dishonourable excej»ting T HUpi»oHe the Ministers. 

In the statement of Objects and Reasons it is said: “It has been a 
long felt grievan(‘e of the tenant.s of Calcutta that their rent is increased 
and they are ejected at the sweet will of the landlord. Whenever a 
tenant does not agree to pay the increased rent, he is served with a notice 
to quit. Middle class business tenants, who have started some business 
and have established some goodwill there, are being put to heavy loss 
by the arbitrary action of the landlord”. This statement of Objects 
and Reasons was printed and circulated at the time when abnormal 
days, were not yet in view. 



492 


NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERS’ BILLS. [27th Feb., 

Sir, my Idonourable iriend Dt. Sanyal bas referred to the bad draft- 
ing of the Bill. My honourable friend Mr. Ghose is not a lawyer and 
if there is defective draftsmanship, the defects can be remedied in the 
Select Committee with the sage guidance of the members of the Com- 
mittee and with the active assistance of the draftsmen of the Depart- 
ment of the Government of Bengal. 

Sir, my honourable friend Mr. Tamizuddin Khan referred to the 
constitution of the Select Committee. This is a private member’s Bill 
and after a good deal of persuasion the Government is accepting the 
proposal to refer the Bill to the Select Committee and if it does not 
appeal to my honourable friend the mover of the Bill to have that 
amount of representation from the ()])pONition which he should desire 
to have, that is a matter, constitutionally 8i)eaking, entirely in his 
discretion. But so far as Government is concerned, I can assure my 
honourable friend Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that this Government realises 
full well the weight which the Parliamentary Opposition must have in 
the matter of legislation. I do not forget, Sir, for one single moment 
although my friend — I will not say Master — Dr. Sanyal 
(Dr. Naijnaksha Sanyai. : I am your pupil and not Master) one day 
accused me of delivering a homily when T stated that His Majesty’s 
Opposition is part of the Government of the day and is entitled to 
be treated with dec]) respect by the Council of Ministers. 

Sir, my friend, the Muslim member from Burdwan ha,s referred to 
certain party considerations. Over a matter like this I do not snp])ose 
that muttial recriminations or party considerations will hel}> tjs very 
much. After all there are certain measures where ])arty considerations 
need not necessarily have the predominant and the pre-eminent place. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, therefore, on behalf of Goveriiment do not move 
the amendment of which I gave notice. I can follow the zeal and 
enthusiasm of my honourable friend. Dr. Sanyai, to proceed with the 
Bill clause by clause here and now. But my honourable friend 
Mr. Ghose has referred to Tennyson: “The old order changeth, yield- 
ing place to new” 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You have yielded place to him. 

The Hon’Me Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: And the next 
line is: “And God fulfils Himself in many ways lest one good custom 
corrupt the world”. I shall remind Dr. Sanyai in the words of the 
same poet that raw haste is half sister to delay. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that the Calcutta Tenancy 
Bill, 1941, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department. 

(2) Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyai, 
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(3) Babu Narendra Narayan Chakravarti, 

(4) Mr. Sibnath Banerjee, 

(5) Mr. Pramatha Ranjan Thakur, 

(6) Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas, 

(7) Mrs. Hasina Murshed, m.b.e., 

(8) Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar, 

(9) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Syed Muhammad Afzal, 

(10) Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee, 

(11) Mr. A. M. A. Zaman, 

(12) Mr. Pharu Chandra Roy, 

(13) Mr. Syed Mustapawsal Haque, 

(14) Mr^ G. Morgan, c.i.e., 

(lo) Maharaja Sashi Kanta Acharyva Choudhury, of Muktagacha, 
Mymensingh, 

(16) Mr. Ainrita Lai Mandal, and 

(17) Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose (the mover), 

with instructions to submit their report by June 30, 1942, the number 
of members forming the quorum being five was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Ameniiment) Bill, 1940t 

Mr. MAQBUL HOB8AIN: 1 beg to move that the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department, 

(2) Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar, 

(3) Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed, 

(4) Mr. Md. Abul Fazl, 

(5) Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, 

(6) 'Maulvi Idris Ahmed Mia, 

(7) Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea, u.b.e., 

.(8) Mr. G. Morgan, c.i.e.. 
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(9) Mr. Jogesli Chandra Gupta, 

(10) Mr. Sasauka Sekhar Sanyal, 

(11) Mr. Satya Priya Banerjee, 

(12) Mr. Monomohan Das, 

(1»‘J) Muulvi M(], Israil, and 

(14) Mr. Maqbul Hossain (the mover), 

with instructions to submit their report by June 30, 1942, the number 
of members forming the quorum being five. 

Sti Select - Committee:^ 

I lltirPl tp3tr^ 

^ (yrc^ '3r5T^<ft?«t 4^ ^ i 

TO ^TOfTO ^TO TO TO ^ 5*5^, ^fTOn TO ^T?rtfr TOtr^ 
TO, 4^' TO3 TO ^ ^CTO 

TOfu3 ^rtro ¥■?! I 4^ %?r 4^: TO 3 jft^n 

S<4TO1 4?“ p5fTOl I 

TOl :fcFTO 4^ P^rSt Select 

Committeec^ Of^m 4^: 'S^'l^TOT^f^ ^feri 

Mfi DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, 1 support the motion 
moved by my friend Mr. Maqbul Hossain. In this connection I would 
like to refer to the honourable member the point that there should not 
be any distinction between the Calcutta tenants and the tenants in 
mofussil, and specially the fact that the provisions in this Bill are in 
line with the provisions of the Moneylenders Act — at least some of 
them. I would also request the honourable member to bear in mind 
that the amendment of section 23 of the Bengal Tenancy Act is specially 
essential. In the mofussil it has been found that even if a tenant 
make.H an improvement of his agricultural land by raising its level and 
also by erecting a permanent structure on the land, the landlord has 
the power to issue a notice of ejection and has on occasions actually 
served such notices^ So the amendment of this section is essential, and 
I do not see any reason why any distinction should be made between 
Calcutta tenants and mofussil tenants. 

With these few words, Sir, I support the motion moved by my 

friend. 
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The Hoii»We Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, r move an amendment to the original motion that the Bill be 
recirculated for the purpose of eliciting further opinion thereon by the 
30th of June, 1942, if you allow me to move the amendment. 

The Bill provides mainly for four objects— first, the repeal of the 
existing provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act for an enhancement of 
rent and occupancy raiyatd holdings; secondly, the Bill seeks to reduce 
the rent of each occupancy to a level of 50 per cent, less than the rent 
payable for that holding on the [list of December, 1900; thirdly . the 
Bill proposes a further reduction of interest on arrears of rent; fourthly, 
the Bill seeks to abolish the provisions for awarding damage by courts 
for arrears of rent. And as a necessary and natural corollary to these 
propositions the Bill seeks to make a subdivision of tenancies and 
^ distribution of rent in respect thereof binding upon the landlord by 
certain prescribed notices accompanied by a mutation fee of Be. 1 only. 
As an ameliorative nu*asuic of leiiaiicv legi.Mlation the Bill undoubtedly 
is ambitioufi. /But the reason why I am moving an amendment on 
behalf of the Government for the re-circulation of the Bill is threefold. 
Sir, first, the Flood Commission Bejjort is under enquiry hy the 
Government, Secondly, there is a Rent Enquiry Committee which was 
appointed in 1938 and wdiitdi has made a large survey of all the 
questions before the House but has not yet submitted its report. It is 
perfectly true that in this country as well as in all other countries 
which are blessed with a parliamentary form of government committees 
and comissioriN are prime-ordeal methods of delay. In this case the 
Committee was upj>ointed in 1938, and in 1(142 by all jmssible calcula- 
tions the Committee might finish its report. The third reason is still 
more cogent. Naturally all the Indian memhers of the liCgislature are 
adequately interested in the welfare of the tenantry and they want to 
regulate and adjust the relulionshij) between the landlord and the 
tenant, and, therefore, Sir, on the Order Paper of to-day J have at 
least 10 Bills relating to the relationship between the landlord and the 
tenant. I have made an enquiry on which 1 have found that many 
more Bills and amendments are yet hidden in the erevices of that 
bureaucratic palace known as Writers’ Buildings. Now, Sir, if these- 
Bills are to be referred to Select Committee they will cut across one 
another. Therefore, what I propose to do is this: we shall have a 
conference of all the movers of these different pieces of tenancy legisla- 
tion, and if we can arrive at a sort of general agreement, then the 
Government must undertake the responsibility of bringing forward 
comprehensive ameliorative legislation. (Mr. Fazlfr Bahma?^: By 
way of shelving it?) My honourable friend Mr. Rahman is puffing a 
hypothetical question. Is there anything definite and certain in this 
world, especially at this time when we have been moving and passing 
threrugh such uncertain conditions? ^ 
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Sir, on all these grounds we do not propose to kill the initiatm or 
the desire of my friend to improve the condition of the tenant, *but I 
am suggesting a particular course of procedure and for the execution of 
that course of procedure I am moving this particular amendment. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee that the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be re-circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting further opinion thereon by the 80th of June, 1942, 
was then put and agreed to. y 

The Bengal Restoration of Landlords’ Auction Purchased Lands Bill, 

1940. 


Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM (Mymensingh) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that the Bengal Restoration of Landlords’ Auction Purchased 
Lands Bill, 1940, be continued under the proviso to rule 19 {2^ of the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I beg also to move that the said 
Bengal Restoration of Landlords’ Auction Purchased Lands Bill, 1940, 
be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The llon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department, 

(2) Mr, Moumohan Das, 

(3) Mr, Pramatha Ranjan Thakur, 

(4) Babu Kshetra Nath Singha, 

(5) Mauivi Abdul Hamid Shah, 

(6) Mauivi Rajibuddin Tarafdar, 

(7) Mauivi Idris Ahmed Mia, 

(8) Mauivi Muhammad Israil, 

(9) Mauivi Abdur Razzak, 

(10) Mr. G. P. MacPherson, 

(11) Mr. Fazlur Rahman (Mymensingh), and 

(12) Mauivi Abdul Hakim (the mover), 

with instructions to submit their report by the 30th ilune, J942, the 
number of members forming the quorum being five. 

Mr, SPEAKER; Have you taken the consent of Dr. SanyalP 


Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: Tea. 
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' Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is not correct, Sir, that I con- 
sented to serve on the Select Committee. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Hakim, how can you say that you have f^ot 
the consent of Dr. Sanyaly Have you f»'ot a written consent y 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: I am sonx 1 made a mistake. Dr. Sanyal 
has not i^^iven liia consent. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: It is not corrert that 1 refused to 
^ive my consent. The ])oinl was, 1 wanted to set* what the Hill wa.H 
like before 1 ^'■ave my coii.sent ior 1 cannot ^ixc my si^»’nature to a 
blank paper. 

Mr. SPEAKER: H ave \ou taken tin' eon^ent of all otlier membersy 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: i (ould m)t the ctncscnt of Dr. Sanyal, 
Mr. Jatindra* Nath Hasu, Mr. (i. Mtir^an, and Mr. Ahmed llosain. 1 
Inive sn”‘^»‘t‘sle(] the nuiiie ol Mr. -MacIMieison in place ot Mr. Mor^^an, 
and the ioriner’s coiis('nt I ha\e alicadx taken. 

: Sit 

Mr. SPEAKER : ^ 3 ];i ^ l 

MAULVI ABDUL HAKIM : m remind 

I Sit Scvlf ^:^>00 nt?T 

TOPT I C]t TO 

^ ^ r??i ijd: 

(Trm i ojt to ^ 

rc^ Hfi i 

Agricultural Debtors Actil^ Araendraeut Bill ^t?n 

(Tt ^*T=T vfjngpy cws 

^ ^ (VrTTf^TS fe ’Ha I Sii) vft»r TO C'-rclS? 1 

{%^ ^ C^tr^ Agricultural DobU»rs ActiJ^ 

^<7 d '5Bi “^psTt? c^"t rc^ rfi I — 

'4^ 8 c^^Tt ^ to 4^* (5 

Sit ^ cws 0^ c^u TOT r?rf^ i ^Btr^Rn 
^ 5 TOTR ^ ’3tTOT ’^I^Cdd Second Amendment ft^ 

ym i4^ ^ TO ’Ttcw rpsfn) c^ptn; . 

33 
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^ ^ (TF?r5 OT 

<5 ?r:w ’sffir crtt <iit TOrf| i 

^ crffer fir® «rft OTt^ 

«r*iT ^ ^ rnrc^ ?F^T?p^t f^ ^tnrai ^ <?m 

(TRTs c^t? Pf \5Tc^ ^t?n 

(71^ I ^^PlH ^ ^ 

(7T^ Bitar Act^^f ms Wt^ ^1 <5 Cnt^ %tr^ 

ftwii «ftWJTr^ (TT^ronr (TT fe#r ror% ^ 

^ a ^ tpsTt^ fro ^ttc^ ^strc^r 

^rfrr^ tfwf^ (71^ wfif CW5 I ofj^ irrcn ^artTr^r tvji i 

^ ^<rr ^ <ii^ ifT^ <ij^ 5Tf%?n ^'orf^, ct ^5t%^ 

^1 7’5T (TT^ ^f? wfir^ftr^i mv^ TOT mm 

W ^fWtr^ CK^ ^C^T (P^ ^’rsf <t®fT 15 T^ I 

lilies ^ ^ fewft i (5 *rtf^ ’tr^ 61*^ 

mn cm:'4 e^f^r m-t w«Tn c^ >5 ftmft 

^ tr®^ Pr^ r^T, c^tr^ c?Q?n 

<5 (TFtr^ I ^ij?' a ^i (tt^ m^c*H 

^ c^ c^f ^ iftm oq^ ^rcm 

cm^ I (Trt^ >4? a iTcw &Mn m 

m?7f 5 rms 'srfwi^^i'c^ fro ofz^, 

^ m#t 'sffir mm ^psn i mf^ mu mm cm^^t ^rfl 

'a^tm^ ^mfmftPt fmrt? ^i^’cmsf ^ | 

W^^tOTTl (71 4CUc^'*l (71 ^arf^ ill gxmTf 
c^t^ ^tm ^'JT^ mf^ mTT m f^rms: 

(TTt^'s mc ^5 1 mmm (ufef^ Wrlt^ ^sTZfrmr ^qw^r 

^t®t?i I "mm ^i^c*h ^ tr^®i (?^Tr^ ^xi:n7r?f 

m*Fi ?n:trPro mIE m (TFt^uf^ (ti^ 

miftr (7R m*n mm i mfi rni^'st^ 

Smf?^ (7F^%ft^ mm ’iflmst^ (Cabinet) Jm I c’l^ mm a tfl msl 
mm fro ‘ilC^rf^C^H (hear, hear) i -5f5 ^ CmR 
Rtc^rf^ I ^ cm^ mm fm^rf^i “(tt^ cmrcm^ non-oflSoiai 

«rm (TT ^rR fri %t (Tt? ^?Pt mu fixir mm^ 

mr^ ^Jhii ‘4ic4'<fc^ m?t c^k^ i <4?^^ R«iEi mR c^r^ 

fl^T m I ^a(tft challenge 3fft c^ mm CabineMl (7!t^R 
.^tm oimt^T f¥ ^rnm*! c’l^ non-officiai day 'Qc^n mR ^ TOrf^ 
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^ firiri WCiJ Cabinetia non-official ^FlrtN 

^ l|Wl 4^ ; 4^ friftl a ^ 4«RT ^ 4^ ^ 

CabinetC^ filbS^ I 

'Oft? 4? C? ^s?l C*fC“t? wf5f- 

?tr??i 551^ i? ^ts^ftOTtQ «2t ??R 4 ^ ; c?^ort 

■'src?^ ^ ^ 'ORT tfsrf? fer ; f%?f ’»rtf? 

4^S ^ ?t#t srft'ftc?? ^ 4'«R'3 ?? 

"sTf? 'ortcf, 4 ?n 4^ 'ort^ ^ ?tr?^ c?? ^ cHc? 

ofTH I wtf? c^sft? c^ WiS srf^ift? 3i 

w? ?? wf? ?T#t ^ (Tftr? (Tfr^TfersR 4?: ?t?? ^rtw^ 

f^ (Tf^ ??Rf I (7^ TTST? (tra(itor)4? 

'ar^3?t^ ^ Ur^T TO I (7^ tractor4? ^'STO '^jy^ ^fSftOT 

TO c? f% ^ ^ to:^ '^•T?t*i ^TO?? I ?irw^ '«rti? 

'SROrt? *4^ Cabinet OT 4^ ?1 TOR I 

'TO 4?^ I 4TO? 4^“ f^ circulated TO C'-tC^, 

(R'Q?1 TOC^, 4?n* T5tT5 'STtTO fTO? 'tPF Or3?l TOi:^ ) 

<J?TO ^ t TO ? WT TO TO? TOTO 7? ^ I '^t? TOTO? ??TO^ ?1 

tv ? 'BftTO?! ?TOT^ 'SftTO tpl? ^TO91 VC^ I ExticHHive rent4? 

TOT ?c ^ TO f'^rtr^? ; c?^ wf? fVfTO ?i c^' 3TO c? 

fV ^-g TOo^ ^ ?TOT^ mro I 4 to c?i? c^tr?'? 

C?TO >1(1 'TO’S' CTO? TOT r? ?1 I fTOl c?lPl ^^ffs 

Or^ TOt? ^ ?1 I 'STtft ?^- 4??9 ?»■ fV?rft ^ 

TOt?^ OT f? 4?: ?t? 4? TO? TO 3tTO 4^ TOT TOPF tfSft? ?? 
S^tTOf ?T? I 'TO «rfl circulati()n4? C? ?f>TO TOT?t? ?tTOf-?Tft (Tf^fTfVS^ 

(7T TO? f^rs^ ?TO ?i I TO? TOpft? TOC?t? c? 

4? tfTO^l 4TO cTO tot I TOtT 4^ ?fSPT^ ^ i>rRt? fiPT 

?TOi TO f?rt? 3tudy ?l CTO? ?tTOT ^!TR TO? 4TO short time f^rC3 
TO? re-circulation4? I cTOl C?? ?tTOt? ?^ ?rH? CTO?? I ?ttTOf 

?’r? 4’f«ti TO? ?t?i? rrs %i ftn TOT I TO? *?^? 

TO C? ?TTO? ?tBr?“?#t 4TO short time4? tpTO TOT re.ciroulation4? 
«r?T I C?^l C?? 0001 WT?? '3frlPF ?1 ?t? I ?t?^, 4f?J^, C?, V? 4? 8 

?R ??? 1V05 TO? I ?tW^-?St TO 4??T^ tnrt? TO03 TO5 TO? 

«5 ?p5t? ?t5r$ TO? I ?TC9^ '?t?t? TO?r? ’^y?t? c? TO? c? tfTO 4??t? 
cTO ?r?rt?R ?t 0 nf-?ft irF*t TO?i ?TT^ftft ooci wpr? ^tc?S vTO cw? 
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^ tot 

fesHT lilTft OT OTC^ 

TOT I 

Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED : tW? ^ TtTR ^TtOT (71 TtOT 
CT lOT^ S^tiro T?^ TO Tm ^ ^CHl ' T^ I 5 tpRT 

SCViT It Wtf% ^1 1 ^ (TPTS OTt? 'Ttft ^ K^ 

Tt^jru I Tft?[ Tw ^ T^T-^f^ ts t^tIot^ • 

y^TTrs; ^ T^Ttr^rc^ T?i 7nrc!s> (7f •Tjcii^l 

fr^ ^ frf ^ tot f? I f^OTo: Cabinet Tf<Ttv**f 

to c^ ^ TOT f% I <i]in^ >T^' ^<ft^‘f?r ^'•f] I T^^srtrrs 
^ TtTin (TT^l suppress T^ TO to to til&l T^ ^ — (il 

TR Srvrr ^ '4trT — ^t5I^ <7J Cabinet ^5t? (TOT ^ C^abinet 

CTt^ Tn??^ ^ I <il&tCT National Government T^ ^ ^ I 

Tt^f*^! CTt^ 5 i>!j; 1 T fT (71 ^It^ <lt^ ^ (^^T® fr^Tl, ^31, T^HT! 

C^?r^ <C*f ^5F77T bC«1 (71^ ^rf^T'tl 60\ i?tTl *ftWTf^ '^TT ft,000\ 5l5ft^ 

&tTl^ ^^5 TE C5TfT ^srfctOTl to TfT^ ? ^ CTt^ ^ 

TTO ^1 'i3=Ts ^?r T:Tr crt^ justification ^ | (TfT^ TO7T ^ fT CTtr^ 
to5T C^ Tf%f^ ^’175 <^tOT ^ ’ttf^ ^ I Ttrsf^ (TFtf CTtIf 

C^tT rni ^ ^IITT hi I Landless (TTtTTH ^TS 

(TTtT HfH?mi Ttr^ T77 totH T^ HI I TTHT (71 (71 ^toOT TO 
'Srfwfff ^^t=TlH ?771 (^''tt^, ^5tHl '^HT'TT H^HTo ^tlHTHH \dIOT fr ^HT?1 I (71 

THTTH Hltft,H?[, TH^ Ht^TtH C^fO?, \:)lW*5 <ti^ HH C'^TT f^TH 

^ffHHlOTn T^PS (TPtCHlTI^ I H^HT^ HtCV< feZT ’^tHl S^^PTfr T HT75 
vfl^OT I ^ CT*t“t frj HI I Ttfn Minister-in-charge 

of Land Revenue TOTOT (71 f%fH HT^IhT <i)^ froto ^ HITT (TFtC?, 

HI TtHtHH HTHOT Hlfl HTH (Tti:? HI T^^fTTI landless 

(TTtOTl voice HITT CTttTl (7R TOT HI I Ht^fHT TtHtH 

^ rtto TOT rent reduction^ H ^ TH%1 HOT (TlttT TTCT ^SlTT 

HCTH I to (T'tH Ttvl" &H[tH THTo (TPtH ^ TPS TJU5 

TTT T 175 R, (5'’Hl¥ f 175 511 1 TtlT^^ HI ^IIhH [WfHVj ?ni I TtfH 

tHi Tfr torn \5tT^5tiT (hothi (tf^h ^ ?fftTtH Him ot 
T tSr TOT ^h; HtT^tn Hit Hmre tot i 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Spealcer, Sir, I con- 
gratulate my friend Alaulvi Abdul Hakim on his bulldog-like tenacity, 

I quite appreciate that when he stands up there is laughter in the 
House, but this is a matter in which we should not laugh. There is 
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laughter because the members wlio laugh have no sympathy with the 
poor i>eople living in the villages. I beg to draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister iii charge of Revenue t-o the*fact that there is a 
similar prOTisioo in the Bengal Money-lenders Act. In the Bengal 
Money-lenders Aet there is a provision for sotting aside a decree under 
certain conditions and also the sale in execution of that decree. I do 
not know why should not there be such u provision wlien a sale takes 
place in ex(‘( ution of a rent decree. There should not ])e any distinc- 
tion Ix'tween sales taking pla(‘e in e.xeculion of niont'y deciees and 

sales taking place in execution of rent dtHiees. And, Sir, 1 beg to 
draw the attciillou of the House and the llon’lde Minister iiv charge 
of Revernic to the tact that thtu'c is a similar i)rovision in Bihar. 
'Phi Ilon'hh' Ucnciiuc Minister claims to he a Htmgressman, and my 
friend Muulvi Ahilul Hakim has said that he has practically copied 
the legislation that has lurn passed there with certain changes. So, 
Sir, this is a matter in xshich we should not wait. There is reason for 

rr'cin ulalion so far as the Bill that lias been, moved by Mr. Maqbul 

Hossaiii is\'onct*rne(l, hut there is absolutely no reason wliy this Bill 
should 1)0 reciiMilalcd. This Bill must W referred to a Select Com- 
mittee ((hies ol ‘Ves, y(“''’) and the ju’ovisions of this Bill could have 
heen consider cd here today. Wc arc all agreeable that this Bill should 
he ])asse<l, and jicrsons who have got sympathy wiiii the poor })eople 
must agree that the provisions ol this Bill must be j)usHed in view of 
the fact that there is a similar provision in ilie Moneylenders Act as 
also in the Agricultural Debtors Act. So, the principle of the Bill has 
been accepted by the irast (lovernment. Wlren the Agricultural 
lJel»toih Act was jrassed, tire juinciplc of tire Bill was accepted; when 
the Monev U'udcis A< t was j)a>sed the prim iple ot the Bill was uc(‘.epted ; 
and so there is no reason why this Ministry should not accept this Bill 
and should move tor recirculation of the Bill. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I u))])eal to my friends ojijHisite that they should 
not agree to recir<mlation. This Bill must be referred to a Select Com- 
miltce; this Bill mu^t he ]»asscd immediately. 

AVith these few words and with an appeal to my friends, I support 
the motion tliat lias luoii moved by my Iricnd for reference to a Select 
Committee and not for recirculation. 

I 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to support 
the motion moved by Mauivi Abdul Hakim. 1 have wholehearted 
sympathy with what my honourable friend Mr. Dhirenilra Nath Datta 
has said and 1 fully sujjport him. As a matter of fact, the case for a 
legislation of this nature has been made a strong one; it is already 
overdue and should have been passed long ago. So, Sir, there is no 
justification for losing further time. * 
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Now, Sir, it appears that there is a aotice of a motion of the Hon’hle 
Minister for recirculation and the time g^ven is up to the dlst March, 
1943. That is only a bluff. I draw the attention of the honourable 
mover Maulvi AMul Hakim to this particularly and would request him 
not to grive his assent thereto. This would mean that the‘ Government 
is trying? to shelve the Bill and is not trying to go forward with the 
Bill. What I "want is that the Bill should be referred to the Select 
Committee as has been proposed by Maulvi Abdul Hakim. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DATTA MAZUMDAR; Sir, I would like to offer 
just one suggestion in connection with Maulvi Abdul Hakim’s Bill 
before the Hon’ble Minister replies. About the principle of tjie Bill 
there has been no disagreement or no disjmte. This Bill is urgent. I 
understand that it is the desire of the Hon’ble Minister to have this 
Bill recirculated till the 30th of June. Iji that event if the Hon’ble 
Minister finds himself unable to consider this Bill forthwith or as 
expeditiously as j)ossiblf he will please enlighten the Houpe whether 
it will not be possible for him to issue a communi([ue cautioning th^ 
landlords wlio have purcha’sed such lands in auction sales that they 
shall not Iw settled on anylK>dy else except the former tenants. If any 
settlement of the land is effected before the legislation is given effect to, 
such settlement will l>e declared null and void. I suggest that by com- 
munique (Dr. Nai.tnaksiia Sanval: You mean Ordinance) or by 
Ordinance it should l»e announced. 1 feel that the llon’ble Minister 
should forthwith suggest how exactly if the enactment is delayed, the 
tenants may not be prejudiced by the fact of their lands sold in au(‘tion 
being resettled on new persons. Particular attention should W given 
to this (piestion and I hope the Hon’ble Minister will enlighten the 
House very clearly today as to what prwedure he proposes to adopt to 
see that the interests of the tenants are not prejudiced. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BAHERJEE: Sir, I beg to 
move by way of amendment that the Bill be recirculated for the purpose 
of eliciting further oi)inion thereon by 3()th June, 1942. 

Sir, in moving this amendment I make it absolutely clear that 1 
do not propose to reject the proposal made by my honourable friend 
Maulvi Abdul Hakim. 

e 

Dr. NALINAKBHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. The 
Hon’ble Minister has changed the date from dlst March, 1943, to 30th 
June, 1942. Have you given your consent? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, he has told me about it before. 
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1942 .] 

• 

The Hon'Me Mr. PRAMATHA HATH BANERJEE: Thai was the 
date whicF was mentioned by the honourable mover himself. The posi- 
tion is this, so far as the present Bill is oonoemed, it has been drawn 
up on the lines of the Bihar Act for the restoration of hakmh lands. 
My friend’^ Bill is more all-embracing than the Bihar Act and it is 
perfectly true that after the assumption of ofiice I have not been able 
to find sufficient time to go through the measure passed by the Bihar 
Government. 


Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: The Select Committee will give you the 
time. What were you doing? 

ThtHon’IHe Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: My honourable 
friend, Mr. Fazlur Rahman is a memlH‘r of a committee whose report I 
am awaiting. The Bill provides for the restoration of raiyaU land 
which Vas sold in execution; of u decree for arrears of rents at. any time 
lietween 1st January, 19.TJ. td) .‘list Decemlier, 111-18, and which was 
purchasedthy the lamllord and is in khas possessiofi or under his I’ontrol. 
•!f>econdly, the Bill provides that on the tenant concerned making an 
application tor the restoration of such lands, the Colhrtor may order 
such restoration on jiaVment oi 5(1 per cent, only of the amount men- 
tioned in the sale proclamation and costs suhseijuently incurred by 
landlords in getting possessifui of the lands. Thirdly, the Bill provides 
that the tenant may Ik* ordered to ’pay the amount in instalments 
ranging over 5 years. Sir, 1 will now' mention here two as])ects of 
Constitutional law. The first is that this is a matter which is character- 
ised in societie.s who are perhaps called capitalistic as an exprojiriatory 
measure. The second is this is a measure which proposes to have 
retrospective operation. The present Government should get an oppor- 
tunity of considering these two aspects of the matt^-r and, therefore. 
Sir, I am moving a short amemlment onl\ to be able to consider the 
proposal before us up to the JOth June, J fiml that in this matter 

my honourable friends in the Opposition are also very pleased. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: We are going to op|H»se it. 

ftlr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: We want to refer the Bill to the 
Select Committee. 

The Hofl’We Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That we know. 
My honourable friend Mr. Shahabuddin knows more than 1 do the 
constitutional implication of a reference to the SeltMit Committee, viz., 
reference to* the Select Committee means the acceptance of the principle 
of the Bill, and the acceptance of the principle of the Bill as 1 men- 
tioned just now, means first of all the acceptance of expropriatoiy 
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legislation and secondly acceptance of legislation with retrospective 
operation. These two principles the world at large has not been able 
to accept with universal consensus, and I am therefore asking for a little 
time to consider whether or not it should be accepted. 

My honourable friend, Mr. Datta mentioned one phrase about the 
‘M)ulIdog U^naeity”. I don’t want to introduce the names of noble 
animals like bulldogs in the course of a discussion on tenancy legisla- 
tion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In voin. 

• 

The Hon*ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, there ^re 
bulldogs and John Bulls about. But can a^leopard change its spots? 
Whether or not I claim my Congress affiliation is a question which is 
outside the orbit of this legislative measure. I repeat Sir, can a leopard 
change its spots? T am not speaking about liojis and tigers. 
Mr. Datta is of opinion that so far as the Bengal Agrieultnral Debtors 
Ae| and the Bengal Money-lenders Act are eoneerned, the Legislature 
in its wisdom has aceepb’d the proposals wbieh undi'rlie the inttuided 
legislative measure. True Sir. but the analogy is not perteet. If you 
accept the principles underlying this particular legislative measure 
you will Ik‘ affecting all grades of rent receivers and the revenues of 
the (Government. These are matters which recpiire serious eonsldera- 
tioii not (Uily from th(‘ (Government Benches but also from my friends 
on the Opj)osilion Benehes. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Where uas your wisdom? 

The Hon’bie Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Let 1 xuowledge 

come but wis(h)m lingers on the shore. 


Mr. FAZLUR RAHMANl We oppose this motion ot the Hon’ble 
Minister Inruuse he lias not made out any ease for its reeireulation. 
As Air. Datta has clearly pointed out the principles involved in this 
Bill have already Ikh»ii accepted in connection with other legi.^ation 
by this House. Therefore (he (luestion of acce[>tance of the primuples 
does not arise and we ujiiaKse (his motion of the llon’lde Minister. 


Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I accept the amendment moved by 
the Ilon’ble Minister. 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, by way of 
ttineadment to the main motion of Mauivi Abdul Hakim, that the Bill 
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be Wirculated for the purpose of eliciting further opinion thereon by 
the '^Oth of June, 1942, was then put and a division taken with the 
following result: — 


AYEI--6e. 


AM«I Hftli. Mr. nia. 

AN«i NtUSi. HMivi 

AM«I MaJI^^Mnlvi <llyiiiMialii|h). 

Acharyyt OhMikiry, Makarala laaki KaMa, 1 
Maktifacka, Myaianiiafk. 

Aikar All, Maalvl. 

•adraditja, Mr. lyad. 

■aaarlM, tka Moa*klt Mr. Praaiatka Natk. 

•aaarji, Mr. tatya Prtya. 

■arat All, Mr. Mi. 

Sarma, Mr. PaapaJIt. 

■arnan, tka Hoa'Ma Mr. Upaaira Natk 
■mo, tka Hen'kia Mr. Saataak Kaaiar. 

•kawaiik, Or. Ookiaia Okaaira. 

•lawaa, Mr. Suraaira Natk. 

Okaaikuri. Rai Haraaira Natk. 

Daa. Ral Sakik AaMiai Ckaaira. 

DaN, iaka DaNaira Natk. 

Ota Oapta. Iaka Kkaiaaira Natk. 

Oatta Oapta, Miaa Mira. 

Datta Maaaaidar, Mr. Nikaraada. 
ekoaa, Mr. Atal Krlakaa. 
eiaddlaf. Mr. 0., O.I.E. 
eapta, Mr. J. N. 

eyaaaddia Akaiad Ckaadkary, AlkadJ. 

Naaaa AU Gkawdkury. Mr. lyad. 

Haakaai All Kkaa, tka Haa'kia Kkaa Bakadar 
Maalvl. 

Naalaa Murakad, Mra., M.B.E. 

HIrtial, Mr. M. A. F. 
idria Akaiad Mia, Maalvl. 
daaak All Majamdar, MaaNi. 

Kaiaai All Mina, tafcikiada Kawaa dak lyad. 
Kaaiar. Mr. Atal Okaadra. 

Kaada, Mr. Nlikitka Natk. 


MaPkaraaa, Mr. B. P. 

Maituddia Akaiad, Or. (Ba|ra). 

Maktak. Makarajadkiraja Bakadar, Bday Bkaad, 
at Bnrdaaa. 

Mail, Mr. Adaatta Kaaiar. 

Majuaidar, Mr^ Naaiaprava. . 

Maadal. Mr. Aairlta Lai. 

Maadal, Mr. Birat Okaadra. 

Maadal, Mr. dagaadra Natk. 

Maadal. Mr. Kriikaa Praiad. 

Maairaitaaiaa liiaaiakadl, Maalaaa Md. 

MaakttI Haiaia, Mr. 

Maakarjvt, tka Haa’kia Dr. lyaaiiMrMkd. 
Mataaiaitl Hv^ Maalvl Md. 

Makaaiaiad Attal, Kkaa Bakadar Maalv Ifid 
Makaaiaiad lakagaa, MaalvL 
Makaaiaiad talalaiaa, Kkaa Bakadar MaaML 
Muktrjaa, Mr. Tarakaatk, M. B. I. 

Maatata All Oawaa, MaalvL 
Paal, lir Nari laakar. 
praaiaalk, Mr. Tarlaitkaraa. 

Raaiiiaddla Aknvd, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaadra. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaialka Natk. 

Ray, Mr. Patiraai. 

•adaraddia Akmad. Mr. 
taaaallak, Or. 

•aa, Mr. Atal Okaadra. 

•aa, Mr. Okiraadra Natk. 

•aa, dagaik Okaadra, Rai Bakadar. 

•kaaiaaddia Akaiad, tka Haa'kia Mr. 

•irdar, Baka LHta Maada. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Yaaaaf HIria. 


NOEt-^t. 


Akdai HaBi, Mr. Mflia. 

Akdal Hakiai Vikraaipaff; Maalvl Md. 

Akdal Maaiid, Mr. A. M. 

ANal Maiid. Mr. iyi (Naakkali) 

Akdar Rakaiaa, Kkaa Bakadar A. F. M. 
Akdar Raakaad, Maalvl Md. 

Akdai Ikakaad, Maalvl Md. 

Akal itaiMai, Maalvl. 

Aftak 411, Mr. 

Akaiad All Mridka, MaalvL 
AkBMd Haaala, Mr. 

Aalad Naaiaia Kkaa, KkaaAaliMar MaalvL 
Baaaflaa, Mr. SUMMlk. 

Dana, Mr. DklrNMra Balk, 
rillal e«adir, Kkaa Bakadar MaahrL 
PaMar Babaaa, Mr. (iOaaaa). 


dalaa, ||r.l. 0. 

dailaiaddla Akaiad, Kkaa laklk Maaivi 
Matiaddla Akaiad, Maalvl (Tlpaaral 
MaRI, Mr. NIkaaJa Bakari. 

Makaaiaiad tiddlaaa, Kkaa Bakadar Br. lyad. 
Makkarjaa, Mr. B. 

Makkaril, Dr. Skyal Okaadra. 

MaUlak, trljat AMataak. 

Naaarallak, Naarakiada K. 

•akaka-Alaai, Mr. lyad. 

•aayal. Dr. Naliaakaka. 
taa-Bapta, Mn. Ballla. 
taraial liiaai. Mr. 

Ikakakaddia, Mr. Kkavkia, B, B. B 
•ar, Mr. Haraadra Kaaiar. 
yaaaaf All Ckaadkary, Mr. 


The Ayes being 66 and the Noes 32, the motion was carried, 
34* 
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BMgtl Vilitge Salf-Covmiinient (Amendmant) Bill, INB. 

Tba Han'bla Mr. 8ANTOBH KUMAR BASU: Sir, I move that 
the time for submission of the Select Committee Report on the Bengal 
Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1939, by Manlvi 
Muhammad Israil be extended till the Slst July, 1942. 

Mr. SPEAKERS Is there any objection? 

(No objection was raised.) 

So, the time is extended. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 11-40 a.m. till 8-30 a.m. on 
Monday, the 9th March, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


B. <|. Pns»-l94^4^-1919A-7•l. 



Index to the 

Bengal Legislative Assembly Proceedings. 

(Official Report.) 

Vol. LXII — No. 1— Thirteenth Session, 1942, 

(The 16th, 18th. 20th. 2lst. 23rd, 24th. 25th, 26th, and 27th 
February 1942.) 

[(Q.) Stands f<Nr questions.) 


Abdul HaAz Mia, Mr. 

Applications for leave of absonco of 

’ Mr. Jatindra "Nath JJusu and 
Maulvi Abu! (^uusoin p. 470. 

Abdul Hafli, Mr. Mirza 

Bfiijgal Pub) if; Demands Hecovery 
’(Amendment) Bill, 1041. by Mr 
Nur Ahmed, M.L.(' , ns pa^'^-d by 
the Bengal Legislative ('oumil 
pp. 474-475. 

ImmerKton ot images at MxmonMngh 

(Q ) PP- 447-451 

Principle ol posting lns|K*<t()r.s and 
Sub-Inspectors of Police (Q ) p 5 

Promotions of Muslims and non-.Mus- 
iiiiiB to Bengal Junior Ctvii SerMce 
from other senices (Q.) p 8 

Tangail-Myrneiisingh Hoad, ((^.) p 
93. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi (Mymansingh) 

The Bengal Kestorutioii of Landlords.’ 
Aurtion-purehused Lands Bill, 1940 
pp. 496-<>(X) JUjid 5(M. 

Abdid Hakim VlkranBHiri, Maulvi Md. 

Clerical posts in Bmigal Seeretanat 
and recruitment of nou-Bcnguiis 
thereto: •(Q.) p. 147. 

Distribution of rural water-supply 
grant for Dacca distnoi. (Q ) p. 
91. 

Medical officers (honorary) attached to 
two hospitals: (Q.) pp. 283-2H7. 

Rural reconstruction work in Bengal 
in 1940-41. (Q.) p. 369. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Uenenil Dlacnasion of tha Budget * 
pp. 171-174. 


Abdul Karim, Tha Hofi*bta Khan 

Bahadur M. 

ActiMtie.s of District Insjiector of 
Schools. Khulna ((^.) p. 11. 

Admission into the Kharagpur B. N. 
Railway High Knglish School- (Q.) 
p. 77. 

Appointment ol IVofossors and 
Lecturers {Q.) pp. 298.;}04. 

Building grants to Scheduled Caste 
^ Middle Knglish and High English 
'Rehools. (Q ) pp 202-1^3, 

('ollection of education tux in Piroj- 
pur subdivision, Baknrganj (Q.) 
p 99 

U 

Committee lor Hie ajipointrnout of 
Mnhamnmdan Marriage Registrars; 
(Q ) pp. ;i8K-:f92. 

Cornersion of Muallim Training School 
into Guru Training School at Feni 
(Q.) p. 9, 

Damage caused hy wvi lone and flood 
to schools and madrassas in Noa- 
khali. (Q.) p. 362 

Knforc-ement of Shops and Establish- 
ment Act, 1940, 111 (’hittagong; 

(Q.i p 58. 

Free primary schools under Tippera 
District Sehofil Board (Q.) pp. 
.'16.3.366. 

Oovemmont grant to Bathuagungo 
Primary Girls’ School in Tangail, 
Myrnensingh. (Q.) p. 78. 

Government grant to ci*rtain Colleges 
in Bengal: (Q ) p. 106. 

Grant to Viswa-Bharuti ; (Q.) p. ya. 

Hostel for post-graduate tiucUniai 
(Q.) pp, 282-283. 





ii 


INDEX. 


[VoL. LXII, No. 1. 


ANiil Karim, Tht Han’Mt Khaa Bahatfar 

Mr—concld. 

Introduction of education cess in 24- 
Parganas: (Q.) p. 141. 

Introduction ol “Hetzul Quran” in 
(’alcutta Madrassa . (Q.) p. 24. 

of education cms in Sundarban 
Estates of 24-Pargana8 • (Q.) pp. 

368-369. 

Managing Committee of Dewanganj 
(^)-oporutive High School (Q ) p. 
146. 

Maintenance expenditure of the Lady 
Hrnhourn<‘ (’ollegc, (Q ) p 144 
Marriage Jlegistrar of NetroKonn (Q ) 

pp. 216-216. 

Number of girl students in colleges' 
(Q.) P 72. 

Payment of grant -m-uid to aided 
schools: (Q.) p. 144. 

Printing of Holy Quran by non-Mus- 
liniH : (Q.) p. 142 

Programine regarding the Secondary 
Education Hill: (Q.) pp 383-386. 

Hecruitnient for Bengal Senior Educa- 
tional Service post in English re- 
served lor Muslims; (Q ) 146. 
Begistering of documents at Barhuttrt 
Sub-Begistry Oflice : (Q.) p. 101 

Registration of sale-deeds of jote land.s 
in certain area in Myniensingh ; (Q ) 

p. 168. 

Representation ol Mutwallis in tlie 
Board of Wakls. (Q.) p. 97 
Sale of property ot Glmlani Shart 
Wakf Estivt<» at Dinajpur (Q.) p. 
11 . 

Shia mem hers on the Wakf Board 

(Q.) 10. 

StalF of the Wakf Ofliiv, (^alcutta 
(Q.) pp. 287-2<M. 

vStipends ti) Scheduled C'aste students 
in Burdwan Division. (Q.) p. 166. 
Suffering ot Press-employees from 
U'ad-poisoning (Q.) p. 59. 

Title (dasses of mufassal ituuirassas . 
(Q.) p. m. 

Title classes, Sarshinn Ishunia Stuiior 
Madrassa: (Q.l p. 165. 

Visit of printing presses by Inspcn^'tors 
and Chief Insjwctor of Factories . 
(Q.) p. 16U. 


Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Managing Committee of Dewanganj 
Co-operative High School : (Q ) 
p. 146. 

Pay and prospects of inferior Govern- 
ment servants: (Q.) p. 304. 

Abdul Latif Biswas, Mauivi 

General disc*us.sion of the budget : pp 
181-186. 

lnt<‘rnment and externment ot 
.Muslim League members mo 

District Magistrate of Noakliali 
(Q) pp. 443-446. 

Notice iRsiK'd by District Magistrate 
of Noakliali . (Q.) pp 271-273. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syed 

Adjournment motion regarding home 
internee Maulvi Sultan Ahmed of 
Feni • p. 468. ' 

(’lioh'ra ejndcinic in Snndwip, Non- 
khali (Q.) pp. 2(if).21(l. 

Damage caused hy cyclime and flood 
to Schools and .Madrnssas at Noa- 
khah (Q ) p. 862. 

Abdul Motaleb Malik, Dr. 

General di.scussion of tlie budget . 
l»p 188-191 

.'settling of .some toddy shojis in Bar- 
rackpore ('ircle with noii-Btmgalis 
(Q.) pp. 210-211. 

Si'ttling of toddy shojis in Barrack- 
pore Cire’e (Q ) pp 277-278 

I itle classes in Sarsliina Islamiu 
Senior Madrassa (Q.) p. 156 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Title classes of Mufassnl Madras.sas 
(Q ) p. 162. 

Abdulla-Al Mahmood, Mr. 

General discussion of the budget 
pp. 137-140. 

Programme regarding the St^ondary 
Education Bill: (Q.) p. 383. 

Abdur Rah^n SIddlql, Mr. 

Demands for grants- ”63— Extra- 
ordinary charges in India” ; pp 
419. 420 

General discussion of the budget, 
pp. 2.68-26.3, 

Presenc*e of niedica] school students in 
the Assembly building: p. 341 . 

Regarding Assembly Departmeiit: pp. 

86 - 86 . 



Tol. LXII, No. L] 


INDEX. 


iii 


Abdur RaHiMd, Mautvi MA 

General discusMOii of the budget. |>p. 
197-199. 

Abolition of local boards m Jostoro 
district: (Q.) p 276. 

Abu Hossatn Sarkar, Mauivi 

General discussion of the budget : 

p 111. 

Abul Hathim, Mauivi 

Calcutta Tenancy Bill, 1941, of Mr 
AtuI Krishna (»ho»e pp 480- 1H< 
General discussion of the budgtd 
pp. 11 ->119 

Acharya Choudhury, Maharaja Sashi- 
kanta, of Muktagacha, Mynionsingh 

Arrnngenniit for d nulling wjit<‘t and 
cliuritable dispcii.sancs in the 
Snndcrhan area of 2l-l*arganaH , 
iG ) pp 2(f5-206 

Failun* ot crops near Tolly’s Nulla 

(Q ) P 2 

Levy of education cess »n Sundarhiin 
I'NtiHi". *tt 21-l*aiganas (G.) p .‘tOH 

Activities of District Inspector of 
Schools, Khulna: (Q i p ii 

Adjournment Motion 

Beganlmg iihiis^' ol the Didence of 
India lliihs in pi-rsediting ni<‘tnh<T.H 
id the Miihlini T/eagiio pp 27 
Itegiirdmg arrest and detention of 
Dr Sure^li Chandra BuiU'riee p 
26, 

Begarding home internee Mauivi 
Hultan AlimiKl of Feni ])p 46H- 

470 

Begarding internment of Dr Siiresh 
Ohaiidrs Banerjee, M.L.A pp. 
78-79, 109 , 216-219. rjO-VlTiO 
Regarding notiie given of by Mr. 
Syed Abdul Majid p 393 

Admimkni into the Kharagpur B. N. 
Railway H. E. Sc^l: (Q.) p. 77. 

Affairs of the Bhatpara Municipality: 

(Q.f pp. 212-213. 

Ainmiation of allogtanoo: p. 1. 
Agrieultural loan 

Collertioii of — in Burichnng and Debi* 
dwar police-atationa: (Q.) pp. 382- 
383. 


Agrioulturai loan and gratuitous rotiaf 

in cortain districts: (Q ) p. 56. 

Agricultural lean to Mulagram Union 

Board, Kasba, Tippara: (Q.) P 

Agriculture Department 

Demniistriitors appointed under — sineo 
April. 1938 (Q.) p. 5-1. 

Ahmed All Enayetpurt, Khan Bahadur 

Mautana 

IntroduitioM ol “llel/.iil Quran” iti 
Cah’ufta .Ma<lr.iNsa (Q ) p. 24. 

I’rinting ol HoIn Quran by non- 
Muslims (Q.) p. 111. 

Ahmed All Mridha, Mauivi 

Demands for grants “"--Lniid Bovo- 
mie” p. 133 

General discussion ol the budget 
pp 125-129 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. 8yed 

Begistration of pirsons under the 
(Viminal Trihos Ac t in Noaklnili 
and ’I'lppera (Q.) p. 23, 

Alipur Duar>Falakata Road 

(’onstrnetioM ol (t,) ) pp. 365-366 

Allowance to the families of security 

prisoners: (Q 1 p Mil'. 

Alteration in the agenda of business: 

p 372 

Amounts spent on tour of Hon’ble 

Ministers: iQ ) p ‘KH 

Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur, Md. 

Gi-m-rnl diHMission ol tin* hiulget 
pp. nH.l21, IW2IH3 

Applications for leave of absenoe 

(H Mr, .Intimira Nath B.isu and 
Mauivi Ahul Qiiawni p. 170. 

Appointment 

Of f lerks tor settlement operation: 
(Q.) 1>. 73. 

Of Conimerei.d Tax Officers (Q.) 
pp. 292 29<; 

Of draftsmen lor settletneiit o|M»rn- 
tion (Q.) p. 71. 

Of literate <(jnstahji‘H in Calcatta 
Police from 1930 to March, 1939: 
(Q.) p. 17. 



iv 


INDEX. 


[VoL. LXn, No. 1. 


A p pt iwt l Willl c ondd. 

Of Manager, Boot and Shoo-making 
Department, Bengal Tanning Insti- 
tute: (Q.) pp. 371-372. 

Of Professors and Lecturers : (Q.) 

pp. 298.;)04. 

Apprantlott 

Recruitment of— in the Bengal Gov- 
ernment Press: (Q.) p. 151. 

Appropriation Aooounti and Finance 
Aooounti, leaiMii pp. 47-48. 

Armed polloe 

Outside the Feni College Hostel. 
Posting of — “ (Q.) pp. 445-447. 

Arrangement 

For drinking water and charitable 
diN]KuisariGs in th(’ SundarhaiiH urea 
of 24-Purguntt8: (Q.) pp. 205-2(Kj. 

Arrest and release 

Of Babu Anunga Mohan Das: (Q.) p. 

109. 

Asimiiddin Ahmed, Mr. 

The Bengal Restoration of Landlords' 
Auction-purchased Lands Bill, 1940* 

p. 600. 

Assam-Bengal Railway embankment 

Bridges in — : (Q.) p. 70. 

Assembly Department i pp. 85-87. 
Assembly 

Time of sitting of the — : p, 109. 

Aselstant Executive Engineers 

Recruitment ot — : (Q.) p. 61. 

Auditors of C(hoperatlve Department 

Promotion ot — : (Q.) p. 106. 

Aulad Hoesain Khan, Khan Bahadur, 
Maulvl 

Amount spent on tour of Hon’ble 

MiniHterH:^ (Q.) p. 304. 

Average death rate from Malaria: (Q.) 
p. 2:1. 

Azhar All, Maulvl 

Ap(>ointment of Manager, Boot and 
Shoe Making Departninet, Bengal 
^Tanning Institute: (Q.) p. 371. 

Grant of war allowance to Government 
servants: (Q!) pp. 204-206. 


Backward and minority oonMimnitlog 

List of—: (Q.) pp. 296-98. 

Badrudduja, Mr. 8yad 

Filling up of the post of Professor of 
Medicine in Calcutta Medical College. 
(Q.) p. 163. 

Banarjoo, the Non’blo Mr. Pramatha 
Nath 

Agricultural loan and gratuitous relief 
111 certain districts: (Q.) p. 56. 

Agricultural loan to Miilagram Union 
Board, Kasha, Tippera: (Q.) p. 70. 
Appointment of clerks for settlement 
ojioration. (Q.) p. 73. 

A])pomtrnent of draftsmen for settle- 
ment operation: (Q.) p. 74. 

The Bengal Restoration of Landlords’ 
Auction-jnirchased Lands Bill, 1940: 
pp. 502-504. *. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Bill. 1940, of Mr. Maqlml Hossain: 
lip. 495-4W. 

The Calcutta Tenancy Bill, 1941, of 
Mr Atul Krishna Ghosc ])|). 491- 
492. 

(’olleclion ()1 agricultural loan in 
Buri(‘hang and Dcbiduar police- 
stations. (Q.) pp. .382-383. 

Demands for Grants. 

5^1 — Kaininc. pp, 4:i8, 439, 440. 

7 — Land Revenue: pp. 428, 431, 

432. 

1.3— Other Taxes and Duties: p. 4.35. 
9 -Stamps, p. 4113. 

Distress m Cox’s Bazar, Chittagong, 
due to flood- (Q.) p. 71. 
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Bridgss in Assam-Bongal Railway sm- 

bankment: ((,) i p 76 

Budget Estimates for 1942-43 

(Budget sjx'ech) pp. 28-47. 

Budget 

General discussion of the — . pp. 219- 
270. 

Budget provision for helping cultivators 

with money for piirohast of eattls: 

(Q ) i)p .3()G-.368. 

Building grants to Bohodulod Catto 

Middle English end High English 

Sohoolo: (Q.) pp 202-203. 

Caioutta Madrassa 

Introduction of “llefzul Quran” in — : 
(Q.) p. 24. 

ColcutU Police 

Appointment ot literate constables in 
— from 1936 to March 1939: (Q.) p. 
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